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Abstract 

This study considers the development of the club movement in the Seaton Delaval 

district, the extent to which the club movement was successful in dealing with the 

criticisms of the provision of alcohol, consequent drunkenness, and claims of 

trading, and the extent of the clubs’ success in providing education for club 

members. 

The club movement grew with more clubs opening and the average membership 

per club growing. There were rules and regulations in place in the clubs. The 

committees managed the clubs, and its officials were voted into office by the 

members at the annual general meeting. There was a society created for working 

class men as argued by Ashplant; and this society became involved in community 

life with their own flower shows. 

 Cherrington had argued that the clubs were not drinking dens. However, the 

clubs struggled to convince its critics of this despite drunkenness being disallowed 

on club premises. The licensed victuallers considered that clubs traded as public 

houses and therefore competitors which was always denied by the WMCIU. 

However, some clubs were prosecuted for trading and drunkenness .The 

temperance societies disliked the WMCIU’s claim they had reduced drunkenness 

and were part of the temperance movement and demanded more legislation for 

clubs.  

 The education provided by the club movement was not as adequate as 

Marlow had argued and failed to interest many members in the early years due to 

receiving a poor education in childhood, not requiring education for work and 

because the WMCIU had inadequate time to set up lectures and classes. Some 
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late success came with the affiliation with the WEA and a course of classes at the 

Seaton Terrace club in 1921.  

 The study concludes that whilst the club movement did increase in terms of 

size and respect amongst the communities there were still doubts from critics 

surrounding the provision of alcohol and the progress in the provision of education 

was slow and can only be considered a starting point for more research to be 

conducted in the years following 1922.  
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Introduction  

The working men’s clubs were intended to provide working men with the amenities 

to improve themselves both mentally and morally rather than drinking in public 

houses.1 The working men’s clubs in the Seaton Delaval district have previously 

been neglected by historians and this study reviews the period 1902 to 1922 and 

asks how the club movement developed, how they dealt with the  criticisms from 

licensed victuallers, temperance societies, and the police; and how successful 

they were in providing education for their members. The study draws on themes 

studied in A825 covering industrialisation for workers education, and  poverty and 

welfare and religion for the introduction of working men’s clubs as a form of self-

help and the moral improvement of the reduction in drunkenness. 

At the time of this study the district of Seaton Delaval was situated in the 

east Northumberland coalfield, and for this purpose includes the villages of Seaton 

Delaval, Seaton Terrace, Holywell , New Hartley, Seaton Sluice, Seghill, 

Backworth, and Earsdon. Coal mining played a major part in defining the area and 

the lives of the people who lived and worked there. 

Primary source evidence of the clubs was impossible because records from 

the period have been destroyed and therefore reliance on other evidence was 

necessary.2 The current pandemic meant local record offices were not as 

accessible as before. At Northumberland Archives research time was limited to 

one session of two and a half hours per person per week and was considered 

inadequate for this study. The research time at Tyne and Wear  

 

 
1 Lawrence Marlow, ‘The Working Men’s Club Movement, 1862-1912: A Study of the Evolution of a 
Working- Class Institution’ (Unpublished Doctoral Thesis, University of Warwick, 1980), p.7. 
2 Cherrington, Ruth, A Telephone discussion regarding the working men’s clubs of the early twentieth 
century, December, 2020.  
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Archives was more appropriate and the East Castle Ward Petty Sessional Division 

of Northumberland County Court Registers from  April 7,1915 to May 7,1919 were 

searched for evidence of drunkenness in the Seaton Delaval district. However, 

searches of the later registers were disallowed because of the one hundred year 

rule, and the registers before 1915 were not held by the archives. Therefore, it was 

decided not to rely on the evidence from those registers which were available. The 

Register of Clubs between January 29,1903 and December, 1922 was searched 

for evidence of clubs registering under the Licensing Act, 1902 and club 

membership numbers. The minutes of the Northern District of the Workers 

Educational Association were searched from October 29,1910 to December 

31,1922 for evidence of a connection between the association and the club 

movement and evidence of the WEA providing workers education in the Seaton 

Delaval district. It was decided that the Club and Institute Journal, and the 

Highway Journal of the Workers Education Association at the British Library would 

not be searched because of the pandemic. Instead copies of the Highway Journal  

found on Internet Archives from 1922 and 1923 provided evidence of the work of 

the WEA and its connection with the WMCIU. A search was made for 

autobiographies written by men who had been club members during the period 

without success. A search for  temperance society records found none covering 

the Seaton Delaval district. 

  The difficulties with original records meant that more reliance was placed on 

using online primary sources for evidence of the growth of the club movement, 

providing alcohol, and the education work of the clubs. The books written by B.T. 

Hall, Our Fifty Years: The Story of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union: 

Together With Brief Impressions of The Men of the Movement in 1912 and Our 

Sixty Years: The Story of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union. Together 
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With Brief Impressions of The Men of the Movement in 1922 gave the position of 

the club movement on how they had grown and their successes on the ‘beer 

problem’ and education. The rules and procedures of local clubs were confirmed in 

the Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club and Institute Limited, 1904 and the Rules of 

the Backworth Club Limited, 1908. The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph and 

The Morpeth Herald and Reporter were invaluable for providing evidence of club 

annual general meetings, drunkenness, education, and the work of the WEA to 

compare the evidence  given in the club movements’ own anniversary accounts. 

 There was little secondary literature written about the working men’s club  

movement. Price examined the principles, objectives, and techniques behind 

middle class social reformers creating a dynamic and respectable working class 

through the agency of previously neglected working men’s clubs. He recognised 

that previous labour historiography had ignored the club movement apart from a 

passing reference in  Labour and Politics in England, 1850-1867 by F.F. Gillespie 

in 1927 and clubs were dismissed as ‘bare and beery’ in The Common People, 

1746-1946 by G.D.H. Cole and Raymond Postgate.3 The clubs were the result of a 

re-think in social reforming after the failure of Mechanics Institutes to attract large 

numbers of working men. The objective of educating working men remained but 

with a shift of emphasis from formal learning to that of civilising, refining, and 

elevating the working men of the country.4 In 1972 Price questioned the 

methodology of past historians who had thought working-class history was labour 

history because of the readily available source material of labour institutions. 

However, this ignored the existence of many working men’s clubs which 

represented a collective expression of the social, cultural, political, and educational 

 
3 Richard N. Price, ‘The Working Men’s Club Movement and Victorian Social Reform Ideology, Victorian 
Studies 15 (2) (1971), p 117. 
4 Price, p.118. 
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facts of working-class society. Price argues that they were crucial to him in helping 

to build a composite picture of working-class attitudes to imperialism during the 

Boer War.5 Marlow argued that clubs became part of the traditional working-class 

culture and influenced the behaviour and the outlook of working men and women. 

They were ‘an intensely local culture,’ and with assistance from the WMCIU were 

joined to become a social movement of national Importance.6  

The rationale of Ashplants’ thesis was to explore the cultural and political 

wants of the working class between1880 and 1914 by focusing on the break away 

from the middle class paternalists by the working men’s clubs to show that the 

working classes were determining the type of society they wished to live in circa 

1880.7 In regard to education Ashplant argued that the reason for the affiliation 

between the WMCIU and the WEA was because club education had declined and 

links developed because of the increase in social conflict associated with the rise 

of syndicalism and labour unrest in working-class communities making it 

necessary for workers to understand the political issues which they faced in their 

lives.8 Instead Marlow argued that the educational work in the clubs was more 

extensive and more enduring than previously suggested by earlier historians, and 

far from a negligible.9 Marlow also argued that club education did not stress the 

importance of militancy or class consciousness and were criticised for The 

opponents of the educational ideology of Ruskin College or the Workers 

Educational Association were also critical of club education. However, they were 

overlooking the important training in democracy and organisation through the act 

 
5 Richard Price, An Imperial War and the British Working Class Working-Class Attitudes and Reactions to the 
Boer War 1899-1902, (London: Routledge, 1972), p.137. 
6 Marlow, pp. 681-682.  
7 T.G. Ashplant, The Working Men’s Club and Institute Union and the Independent Labour Party: Working 
Class Organisation, Politics and Culture c. 1880-1914. (PhD. Thesis), 1983, Abstract.  
8 Ashplant, p.470. 
9 Marlow, p.677. 
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of membership itself. Clubs trained those members who sought public office in 

other organisations within their communities, which made an underrated 

contribution to the advancement  of the working-class in society; clubs shared this 

in common with friendly societies, co-operative societies, and trade unions.10 

When the clubs commenced the provision of alcohol to it was the first 

breach in the ideology of paternalism which had characterised working men’s 

clubs since the 1880s. Marlow argued that the supply of alcohol benefited clubs 

financially, but the drawback was the severe criticism they faced from the 

temperance societies and  the drink trade which led to clubs being stereo typed as 

places of drunkenness. However, Cherrington argued that clubs were not plagued 

with drunkenness and that they should be thought of in more favourable terms. 11    

There will be three chapters. Chapter one discusses how the clubs in the  

used rules and procedures to control their members which enabled an effective 

social movement to be formed, and the growth of the club movement in terms of 

numbers of clubs and members all of which allowed the clubs to become part of  

community life through the introduction of flower shows. Chapter two discusses 

the extent to which the club movement successful in dealing with the criticisms of 

the provision of alcohol, consequent drunkenness, and claims of trading made by 

the critics, and chapter three discusses the importance of education to the WMCIU 

and the extent of their success in providing lectures and classes to the 

membership. The study will conclude that whilst the club movement did progress 

in terms of club and membership numbers, the provision of alcohol played a large 

part of club life with little progress being made overall in the provision of education. 

 
10 Marlow, p.679. 
11 Ruth Cherrington, ‘”We are not drinking dens!”: Working men’s clubs and the struggle for 
respectability, 1862-1920s’, Brewery History Society, 153 (2013), p.12.  
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Therefore, the study is merely a starting point requiring further research after 1922 

to ascertain whether the WMCIU had made more progress. 
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Chapter One: Working men’s clubs, their culture and development in the 
Seaton Delaval district.  

The working men’s clubs were considered to be a way to control working class 

men into leading independent respectable lives within their localities. This chapter 

will show that the clubs in the Seaton Delaval district used rules and procedures to 

control their members and enabling them to become part of an effective social 

movement locally; and how clubs became part of community life by introducing 

their own flower shows.  

In his work Metcalfe argued that from the 1890s the clubs were 

independent of the colliery owners and colliery officials and that they were 

extremely popular with workers and attracted over fifty per cent of the male 

population in the villages.12 These statements must be evaluated using primary 

evidence from the Seaton Delaval district. The Backworth Club Company Limited 

was formed first in October 1900 with a share capital of £5,000 in one pound 

shares with nine directors.13  

Table1.The subscribers of shares at the formation of Backworth Club Company 
Limited in October 1900.14 

Name of Share 

Subscriber 

Trade (from 1911 

Census) 

Abode (from 1911 

Census) 

Age at 1901 

Census 

George Norman Saddler Backworth 44 

William O. West Miner (Hewer) Holywell 20 

John Laing Miner (Hewer) Backworth 49 

Jepthah Pritchard Miner (Hewer) Backworth 39 

Robert Auld Miner (Hewer) Backworth 39 

 
12 Alan Metcalfe, Leisure and Recreation in a Victorian Mining Community. The Social Economy of Leisure in 
Northeast England, 1820-1914  (London: Routledge, 2006), p.26.        
13 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, October 27, 1900, p.5. 
14 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, October 27, 1900, p.5; 1911 Census. 
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George Grey Miner (Hewer) Backworth 38 

Robert F. Spence Colliery Viewer Backworth 46 

 

The subscribers were all mainly working-class miners. However, the club was not 

fully independent from the colliery owners and officials because Robert F. Spence 

was the colliery viewer and had a managerial role in the Backworth coal company 

which had claims to nominate one director.15 This was not the case when the 

Seaton Terrace Club Company Limited was formed in October 1902, with a share 

capital of £3,000 in twelve hundred ordinary shares of one pound each and three 

hundred and sixty preference shares of one pound each; the subscribers were all 

working-class miners, and the coal company appeared not to have the right to 

nominate a director.16  

Table 2. The subscribers of shares at the formation of Seaton Terrace Club 
Company Limited in October 1902.17 

Name of Share 

Subscriber 

Trade (from 

1911 Census) 

Abode (from 

1911 Census) 

Age at 1901 Census 

(from 1911 Census) 

S. Neil Miner (Hewer) Seaton Delaval 47 

D. Long Miner (Hewer) Seaton Delaval 45 

W. Pattison Miner (Hewer) Seaton Terrace 35 

J.G. Stewart Miner (Deputy 

Overman) 

Bates Cottages 33 

G. Usher Miner (Hewer) Seaton Delaval 33 

T. Dodds Miner (Check 

Weighman) 

Seaton Terrace 39 

B. Stephenson Miner (Hewer) Seaton Delaval 33 

 
15 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, October 27, 1900, p.5. 
16 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, October 1902, p.5. 
17 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, October 1902, p.5; 1911 Census. 
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 The tables of Subscribers are similar in that the men had responsible trades and 

therefore more likely able to afford cost of the shares. The companies issued the 

shares to raise funds for premises and equipment. However, not all workers had 

the funds to purchase the shares and therefore some clubs struggled to raise 

finance this way which and meant some working-class men were unable to have a 

say in how their club was managed. At Backworth club in 1909 only 2,533 shares 

were subscribed out of the nominal authorised share capital of £5,000 leaving the 

club with less funds as expected.18 The total membership of that club in 1909 was 

nine hundred and fifty seven, meaning that even if all the members had purchased 

a pound share there were 1,576 non-member shareholders of the club all of whom 

could out vote the members of the club at meetings.19  Marlow argued that clubs 

could register under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act of 1893 instead, 

thereby ending difficulties in raising capital and making every member a 

shareholder in the club.20 At the Seaton Terrace club the share ownership 

commenced when a man was nominated for membership by paying a deposit on 

one two shillings and sixpence share and the balance would be paid on 

acceptance as a member.21 Therefore, every member became a shareholder in 

the club. This was confirmed by the WMCIU who argued that the clubs must not 

be formed as limited companies because of the continuous trouble and expense 

they caused. Instead, the Industrial and Provident Societies  Act of 1893 was a 

more straight forward and cheaper form of club formation.22 This is shown at the 

 
18 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, February 27, 1909, p.5. 
19 Club membership numbers in Appendix 2. 
20 Lawrence Marlow, ‘The Working Men’s Club Movement, 1862-1912: A Study of the Evolution of a 
Working- Class Institution’ (Unpublished Doctoral Thesis, University of Warwick, 1980), p.324. 
21 Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club and Institute Limited (London: Working Men’s Club and Institute Union, 
1904), p.2. 
22 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, October 17, 1903, p.5. 
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Seaton Terrace club where the company shares cost one pound each whereas the 

society shares cost two shillings and sixpence.  

Table 3.The comparison of the number of working men’s clubs registered under 
the Industrial and Provident Societies Act,1893 between 1902 and 1906.23 

The number of clubs.  

Year England and Wales Northumberland Seaton Delaval District24 
1902 86 0 0 
1903 117 2 0 
1904 147 10 1 
1905 164 12 1 
1906 185 21 1 

 

The club in the Seaton Delaval district was The Seaton Terrace Club and Institute 
Limited which registered as a society under the Industrial and Provident Societies 
Act of 1893 in 1904.25 

The membership of the clubs 

Year England and Wales Northumberland Seaton Delaval District 
1902 27245 0 0 
1903 34421 270 94 
1904 45018 3530 1104 
1905 49235 4388 1035 
1906 61060 8249 1039 

 

The tables show that both Northumberland and the Seaton Delaval district were 

lagging behind in terms of clubs registering under the Industrial and Provident 

Societies Act of 1893 and that fewer members were benefiting from share 

ownership in their clubs. By 1922 a further seven clubs had been and registered 

under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act of 1893 in the Seaton Delaval 

district and are shown in table four below the Seaton Terrace club. The Backworth 

club agreed at their annual general meeting in 1907 to register as a society under 

the act.26 The club was then registered as such from December 23,1908.27 

 
23 Marlow, p.720. 
24 Club membership figures in Appendix 2. 
25 Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club, p.n. 
26 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, June 22, 1907, p.6. 
27 The Rules of the Backworth Club Limited (Newcastle on Tyne: Cooperative Printing Society), 1908, p.n. 
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Table 4.Working men’s clubs in the Seaton Delaval district with total membership 
numbers in 1912 and 1920.28 

Name of Club 1912 1920 
Club Membership Club 

Membership 
Seaton Terrace Workmen’s Club 
and Institute Limited   

880 1200 

Waterford Workmen’s Social Club 
Limited (Seaton Sluice)  

124 424 

Backworth Club Company Ltd  936 856 
Earsdon and District Working 
Men’s Social Club 

Not in existence 1190 

New Hartley and District 
Workmen’s Victory Club and 
Institute Limited 

Not in Existence 524 

Seghill and District Workmen’s 
Victory Club and Institute Limited 

Not in Existence 620 

Comrades of the Great War 
(Seghill Branch) 

Not in Existence 242 

Comrades of the Great War (New 
Hartley Branch) 

Not in Existence 450 

Total Membership 1940 5506 

 

In his thesis Ashplant argued that the wants of the working class led groups within 

it to determine the type of society that they all would live in through collective 

initiatives aimed at establishing enduring institutions such as working men’s clubs. 

29 Also, Marlow argued that club affiliation to the WMCIU created an important 

social movement in Victorian and Edwardian England, and  a mark of 

excellence.30 The club rule book stated the club was to become a member of the 

WMCU ‘as soon as practicable after registration’ in order to receive all the rights 

and benefits of membership.31 The WMCIU argued that the benefit for clubs was 

the free legal advice which was available to them for solving any issues that they 

 
28 Club membership numbers in Appendix 2. 
29 T.G. Ashplant, ‘The Working Men’s Club and Institute Union and the Independent Labour Party: Working 
Class Organisation, Politics and Culture c. 1880-1914’  (Unpublished Doctoral Thesis, University of Sussex, 
1983), Abstract. 
30 Marlow, p.10. 
31 Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club, p.2. 
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faced.32 In the Seaton Delaval district all clubs were affiliated to the WMCIU with 

the exception of Backworth. There is no mention in the rules that the club must 

affiliate as soon as possible after registration even up to 1920 when amendments 

were made.33 An attempt was made in 1907 for Backworth club to become 

affiliated but the motion was not carried.34 The refusal to affiliate to the WMCIU 

must be connected to the club’s association with the colliery and its officials who 

would not appreciate interference from an outside organisation. Also, the club’s 

president R.F. Spence was a Northumberland county councillor and a Justice of 

the Peace and no doubt against the club movement himself and was able to 

persuade other committee men against affiliation.35The affiliated clubs were 

associated with branches of the WMCIU which were created to establish the 

ideology of the club movement in the localities. The Northumberland branch of the 

Working Men’s Club and Institute Union was formed in September 1906 after the 

clubs were an entirely new movement there circa 1890.36 The data in table five 

shows that in 1912 there were fifty-two clubs with a total membership of 24,397 in 

the Northumberland branch affiliated to the WMCIU. In comparison in County 

Durham there were one hundred and forty-three clubs with a membership totalling 

64, 621. When the Durham branch was formed on April 29th, 1905 there were fifty-

eight clubs already in existence meaning that the club movement there was more 

advanced and was further emphasised by its growth by 1912. The data in table six 

shows that by 1920 the number of clubs in Northumberland had increased to one 

hundred and nine with a total membership of 58,757: an increase of fifty-two clubs 

 
32 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, October 17, 1903,p.5. 
33 Rules of Backworth Club Limited, p.n. 
34 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, June 22, 1907, p.6. 
35 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, February 27, 1909, p.5. 
36 B.T. Hall, Our Fifty Years: The Story of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union: Together With Brief 
Impressions of The Men of the Movement (London: The Working Men’s Club and Institute Union Limited, 
1912), p.150. 
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and 34,360 members. In comparison the number of clubs in County Durham had 

increased to two hundred and eighty with a total membership of 161,921 and 

shows that the club movement was more successful in that county than in 

Northumberland. When the average club membership is considered, 

Northumberland’s is greater than County Durham’s in 1912 and only thirty-nine 

less in 1920, and therefore shows that the club movements of both counties 

compare favourably with each other, and both have a better average club 

membership than England and Wales.37 

Table 5.The comparison of the number of clubs and their total membership 
between England and Wales, Northumberland, and the Seaton Delaval district in 
1912.38 

 

 Number 
of Clubs 

Total 
Membership 

Average Club 
Membership 

England and Wales 1007 448168 445 
Northumberland 52 24397 469 
Seaton Delaval39 2 1004 502 
County Durham 143 64621 452 

 

In the Seaton Delaval district, there were only two clubs affiliated to the WMCIU 

because of Backworth’s reluctance to do so. In 1912 the two clubs were at Seaton 

Terrace and Seaton Sluice and had a membership of  1,004 with an average of 

five hundred and two; and is higher than those for England and Wales, 

Northumberland, and County Durham.  

Table 6.The comparison of the number of clubs and their total membership 
between England and Wales, Northumberland, and the Seaton Delaval district in 
1920.40 

 Number 
of Clubs 

Total 
Membership 

Average Club 
Membership 

 
37 B.T. Hall, Our Sixty Years: The Story of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union: Together With Brief 
Impressions of The Men of the Movement (London: The Working Men’s Club and Institute Union Limited, 
1922), p.149. 
38 The branches of the WMCIU in 1912. Appendix 3. 
39 Data in Table 4 minus Backworth. 
40 The branches of the WMCIU IN 1920. Appendix 4. 
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England and Wales 2202 989798 449 
Northumberland 109 58757 539 
Seaton Delaval41 7 4650 664 
County Durham 280 161921 578 

 

By 1920 the number of clubs in the Seaton Delaval district had risen to seven and 

are shown in table four. The total membership was now 4,650 with an average 

club membership of six hundred and sixty four, and again higher than England and 

Wales, Northumberland, and County Durham. This shows that the club movement 

was popular within the district compared to other areas with more clubs and total 

memberships.  

Metcalfe’s claim that the clubs attracted over fifty per cent of the male 

population in the villages can be evaluated against the male population over the 

age of twenty years because that was the age that was acceptable for a working 

man to become a member.42 The figures in Appendix seven show that when the 

total membership numbers for each club are compared to fifty per cent of the male 

population of the respective villages in 1911 none of the three clubs met the 

criteria stated by Metcalfe. However, in 1921 the criteria were met at four of the 

clubs being at Backworth, Earsdon, Seaton Delaval, and Seghill but not at Seaton 

Sluice and New Hartley. The club at New Hartley was recently formed in 1919 and 

had not built up a strong membership by 1921. At Seaton Sluice it may have been 

because the village had the lowest population out of the six and therefore the club 

membership would have been smaller. It can be said that as four of the villages 

and clubs met the criteria the club movement was progressing well in the Seaton 

Delaval district. Another way to view the progression of the club movement in the 

 
41 Data in Table 4 minus Backworth. 
42 Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club , p.5 
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district is to compare the movement in membership between 1903 and 1920 for 

the three clubs in existence for the whole period as shown in table seven. 

 

Table 7.The movement of the total membership of the working men’s clubs at 
Seaton Sluice, Seaton Terrace and Backworth between 1920. 43       

Club Total Membership 

1903 1920 Increase/(Decrease) 

Seaton Sluice 94 424 330 

Seaton Terrace 888 1200 312 

Backworth 951 856 (95) 

 

The data in table seven shows that the greatest movement in membership was 

made at Seaton Sluice with an increase of three hundred and fifty-one per cent. 

The was a smaller rise of thirty five per cent at Seaton Terrace. Therefore, whilst 

the  Seaton Sluice club was not exceeding fifty per cent of the male population it 

was in fact substantially increasing its membership base. There was an overall  

decrease in membership of ten per cent at the Backworth club and is due to the 

fall in the male population from 991 in 1911 to 588 in 1921 which caused a fall in 

club membership.  

In order that the clubs were run respectably and democratically committees 

were elected to instil the ideology that the early club movements  founders and 

middle class paternalists had insisted upon. Marlow stated that the committee 

members must be elected to office at the annual general meeting after the club 

members were given an opportunity to give their opinions on the club’s policies 

and progress during the year; and the committee could ask for support on matters 

 
43 Club membership numbers in Appendix 2. 
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such as what the club profits should be spent on.44 At a local level the rules of the 

Seaton Terrace Club and Institute Limited stated that the committee was to consist 

of eleven members including honorary officers whose role was to control the 

business of the club; and that members were to be elected to the committee by 

ballot at the annual general meeting.45 This shows that in theory the club had 

procedures in place to be respectable societies as Marlow had argued. The local 

newspapers included reports of the club annual general meetings and at Seaton 

Terrace in 1913 it can be seen that the club were following their rules. The 

members gave their opinion on how the club had been managed during the year 

by approving the accounts and then elected officers to the committee.46 The  

results of the voting to elect officers at the annual general meeting of the Seaton 

Terrace club in 1914 were reported in The Newcastle Daily Journal.47 The report 

shows that the club were being transparent in allowing the details of their meeting 

to be known by members of the public.48 An important task of the club committee 

was to consider working men for membership. The rules stated that candidates for 

membership must be proposed and seconded by two full members who from 

personal knowledge could satisfy the committee as to their respectability.49 This 

method of selection allowed the club to control how men could become members 

thereby upholding the ideology of respectability. The membership records for the 

clubs and the years under review have not survived.50 Instead names of members 

can be obtained from newspaper reports of the Seaton Terrace Workmen’s Club 

and Institute Limited’s flower show prize lists for 1907 and 1914 set out in 

 
44 Marlow, pp.240-241.  
45 Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club, p.5. 
46 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, February 7, 1913, p.4.   
47 The Newcastle Daily Journal, February 9, 1914, p. 6. 
48 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, February 23, 1907, p.3. 
49 Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club, p. 2.: 
50 Ruth Cherrington. Telephone conversation in November 2020. 
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appendices five and six. When the names are compared with the reports of the 

annual general meetings in the local newspapers it is possible to find members 

who took part in the management of the club as shown in table eight. These 

members had gone through the process of joining the club and were then voted on 

to the committee by other members. The members of the committee faced re-

election and whilst Thomas Dodds in table eight was elected on to the committee 

in 1903 he was voted off in 1914 when he failed to receive enough votes.51 

Therefore, the members elected only those men that they considered would serve 

the club well.  

Table 8. The Seaton Terrace Workmen’s Club and Institute Limited flower show 
prize winners and their involvement with the club committee. 

 

Name of club flower 
show prize winner 

 
 

Year  Role on club committee 

Thomas Mulby 1906 Committee member52 
William Robinson 1904 Committee member53 
Wilkinson Murton 1906 President54 
Joseph Wanless 1906 Committee member55 
Thomas Dodds 1903 Committee member56 

Stephen Charlton 1914 Committee member57 
William Henry Bird 1903 Committee member58 

Charles Boll 1914 Committee member59 
 

As argued by Marlow the annual general meetings at the Seaton Terrace 

club allowed for the committee to obtain permission from the members to make 

funds available for several types of expenditure and in 1907 club members voted 

 
51 The Newcastle Daily Journal, February 9, 1914, p.7. 
52 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, February 7, 1911, p. 3. 
53 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, March 5, 1904, p. 5. 
54 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, February 6, 1906, p.4. 
55 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, February 6, 1906, p.4. 
56  The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, March 7, 1903, p.2. 
57 The Newcastle Daily Journal, February 9, 1914, p.7. 

58 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, March 7, 1903, p.2. 
59 The Newcastle Daily Journal, February 9, 1914, p.7. 
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to make funds available for the commencement of their own flower shows.60 The 

flower shows enabled the clubs to become part of community life. In the Seaton 

Delaval district gardening to provide food together with the growing of flowers and 

was institutionalised in the development of flower shows. Metcalfe argues that the 

development of flower shows allowed for organisational permanence to appear 

and by the late nineteenth century most mining villages had annual flower shows 

that became the focus of community spirit. An example of such a show was the 

Seaton Delaval and New Hartley Floral and Horticultural show which was held 

annually from 1876 which was supported by the colliery owners who loaned the 

field for the show and were active in the administrative side of the society.61 By 

1912 the show was staging fine exhibits. There was also show sports with a 

twenty pound foot handicap over one hundred and ten yards, with the winners 

from the heats and the eventual winner coming from outside the district except two 

local from Seaton Delaval and Seaton Sluice respectively.62 In August 1907 the 

Seaton Terrace workmen’s club held their first rose and variety show which was 

successful with one hundred and thirty seven stands being set up to exhibit the 

entries with first, second and third prizes being awarded.63 The show allowed  

members to show off their gardening skills both to the judges, other club members 

and the local people who viewed the exhibits; and it was a respectable pastime for 

which club members could be rewarded for. The show continued to grow with an 

increasing number of exhibits and a management committee made up of officers 

of the club was used to stage the exhibits. 64The Seaton Terrace club held 

different variations of annual flower shows with an annual spring flower show 

 
60 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, February 23, 1907, p.4. 
61 Metcalfe, pp.47-48. 
62 The Shields Daily News, September 16, 1912, p.4. 
63 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, August 20, 1907, p.3. 
64 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, September 4, 1909, p.2. 
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promoted by the members of the club which by 1908 was established as a very 

difficult competition to be awarded a prize and the number of competitors were 

increasing each year.65 The annual spring flower show became so successful that 

the show secretary needed a sub-committee to assist him in staging the exhibits.66 

There were flower shows at other clubs in the district with the  members of 

Backworth club holding a flower and vegetable show with exhibits being generally 

excellent in 1911; and the local community were involved because the head 

gardener at Backworth Hall was the judge.67 Outside the district working men’s 

clubs held various forms of shows. The West End Social Club at Ashington 

commenced their sweet pea and rose show in 1911 with a large number of entries 

and the quality of exhibits ‘reflected great credit upon the members and augured 

well for the future of the show’.68 Therefore flower shows were popular in the 

mining communities of the Seaton Delaval district. The club’s shows were also 

popular amongst its members both within the district and outside it and showed 

that the club members were taking part in the cultural life of the communities.  

In summary the rules and procedures put in place by the WMCIU allowed 

clubs and their members to gain respectability and appear to have been 

successful by showing working class men that order and discipline helped to 

create a social movement. The members voted for their committees and how their 

funds were spent such as the flower show at the Seaton Terrace club which 

became part of respectable community life.  

            

 

 
65 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, May 2, 1908, p. 2. 
66 The Newcastle Daily Journal, April 20, 1914, p. 5. 
67 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, August 29, 1911, p. 1. 
68 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, September 19, 1911, p. 3. 
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Chapter Two: The sale of intoxicants and the drink problem. 

The clubs argued that they sold intoxicants in order to fund their recreational and 

educational activities despite claims of drunkenness and trading made against 

them by the police, licensed victuallers, and the temperance movement. This 

chapter will discuss the extent to which the club movement nationally and locally 

was successful in dealing with the criticisms of the provision of alcohol, 

consequent drunkenness, and claims of trading made by the critics. 

The committees of working men’s clubs supplied alcohol to their members 

because it provided profits to purchase premises and provide rational recreational 

facilities for their members. When on club premises members were expected to 

consume alcohol respectively and not indulge in drunkenness.69 It was important 

that the WMCIU instilled their ideology of respectability into both the committees 

and members of affiliated clubs as a way of control; and it was important that 

supplying drink to members was not the main function of the club and that 

drunkenness was not tolerated.70 The Licensing Act of 1902 was introduced to 

force clubs to pay a fee and register once a year in January was welcomed by the 

club movement because the drinking den or bogus club would eventually be struck 

off the register for trading as a public house.71 At the NBWMCIU Jubilee 

 
69 Lawrence Marlow, ‘The Working Men’s Club Movement, 1862-1912: A Study of the Evolution of a 
Working- Class Institution’ (Unpublished Doctoral Thesis, University of Warwick, 1980), pp.470.472. 
70  Ruth Cherrington, ‘”We are not drinking dens!”: Working men’s clubs and the struggle for respectability, 
1862-1920s’, Brewery History Society, 153 (2013), 11-20, pp.15-16  
71 Marlow , p.671. 
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celebrations in 1912 Martin Weatherburn declared that the clubs had dealt well 

with the criticisms of drunkenness because the club movement educated the  

membership in self-governance and personal conduct.72 The newspaper reports 

how successful  the club movement has been but does not indicate whether the 

newspaper agrees or disagrees with the club movement because no opposing 

views are discussed. There were opposing views given by the licensed trade that 

the sale of intoxicants was a perceived ‘menace to sobriety’ and that they 

competed with public houses. They wished for clubs to be placed under legislative 

control despite little evidence being available that Bonafede members treated their 

clubs as drinking dens.73 At a conference of the Licensed Victuallers’ National 

Defence League, No. 1 District at Blyth in 1910 it was argued that clubs especially 

‘drinking clubs’ were having a detrimental effect on public houses by causing their 

trade to decline and the conference wished for further restrictive legislation to be 

placed on clubs so as to improve the prospects for the licensed trade.74 There was 

also an insinuation that clubs were trading with the public and competing with 

public houses which was always denied by the club movement because they did 

not sell alcohol. Instead, they simply allowed club members to take part of the beer 

which they owned as members whilst making a financial contribution towards its 

cost.75 The Northumberland club movement was always quick to deny criticisms of 

club trading which was confirmed in 1912 when Martin Weatherburn responded to 

claims of club trading by stating that clubs do not trade and therefore do not 

compete with public houses.76 In theory the practice of clubs trading as public 

houses was forbidden by the WMCIU and resulted in prosecution by the courts. 

 
72 The Morpeth Herald, June 12, 1912, p.4.  
73 Marlow, p.460. 
74 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, April 12, 1910, p.2. 
75 Marlow, p.462. 
76 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, April 12, 1910, p.2. 
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The clubs were to be a haven away from the public house for working men 

where they were not encouraged to drink by landlords whose only thought was 

profit.77 The police prosecuted clubs when they thought that trading was taking 

place meaning the club was a drinking den and drunkenness occurred. 

Table 9.The prosecution of registered clubs in England,1903 to 1912.78                                  

 

 

Year 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 
Proceeded Against 67 81 114 132 198 
      
Struck off 52 64 92 115 179 

 

The table shows that between 1903 and 1912 the number of clubs proceeded 

against increased by 124 and the number of clubs struck off the register increased 

by eleven which shows that some clubs were able to prove a good case against 

police prosecution in court. There are no detailed figures for the number of clubs 

which were struck off the register in Northumberland and the Seaton Delaval 

district in particular. Instead, it is possible to find examples in the local 

newspapers. The club movement always maintained that they did not fear 

excessive drinking in clubs  because of the strict registration rules, club rules,  

affiliation to the WMCIU, and the filing of annual returns and accounts each year 

all of which meant that clubs were tightly controlled.79This was not the case at 

Seaton Sluice Workmen’s Club and Institute in 1911 which was prosecuted for 

being a bogus club and struck off the club register.80 The register of clubs confirms 

the report stating that on November 13th 1911 the club was struck off the register 

 
77 Marlow, p.160. 
78 The True Temperance Annual, 1914 in Marlow, p.160. 
79 The Newcastle Daily Chronicle, June 13, 1922, p.9. 
80 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, December 13, 1911, p. 2.  

Year 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 
Proceeded Against 74 82 77 51 94 
      
Struck off 67 73 62 41 78 
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for six months because of frequent drunkenness despite only four men being 

summoned for drunkenness 81 It was argued by the defence counsel that  

previously twenty persons had the club drunk and not been summoned and 

therefore police evidence was insufficient to strike the club off the register. The 

charge was not conducting the club in good faith as a club between June 2nd and 

November13th  1911, that drunkenness was permitted on the said premises 

between the said dates, a great deal of Sunday drinking took place and there were 

large numbers of visitors to the club, and therefore trading as a public house. The 

police obtained a warrant and visited the club on November 13th to find evidence 

of a drinking club. The membership of the club totalled 240 in 1911 and despite 

this low figure between June 5th and November 13th a total of 563 visitors 

frequented the club. The entries in the visitors book were frequently in the same 

handwriting, and in many cases no address was given.82 The club rules stated that 

members were entitled to introduce one friend as a visitor but not more than three 

times in one quarter, and that the visitor and the member introducing must sign 

their names in a book kept for that purpose. 83 It does appear that there were twice 

as many visitors attending the club than there were members which suggests that 

the club was trading as a public house; and on inspection of the club books the 

police found frequent references to trading with little reference to mutual 

improvement and members enjoying rational recreation. Visitors were signed into 

the club by the same person which was a breach of the rules.84 The police found 

further evidence of trading with takings on Sunday June 25th  amounting to £5 6s. 

3d which were fifty per cent more than the previous six weekdays. Also, an entry in 

 
81 Tyne and Wear Archives, East Castle Ward Petty Sessional Division of Northumberland County, 
MG.WB/8/1, Register of clubs covering 29 January 1903– 31 December 1935, p. 17. 
82 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, December 15, 1911, p.10. 
83 Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club and Institute Limited (London: Working Men’s Club and Institute Union, 
1904), p.7. 
84 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, December 13, 1911, p.2. 
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the club minute book stated that on Sundays the front door of the club was to be 

kept shut and the side door only used despite club practice that members and 

visitors should enter the premises through the front door.85 It appears that the 

committee were aware of the heavy drinking and drunkenness taking place 

because in court the club secretary admitted writing a letter on October 20th to an 

official of the club whose name was Wandless. The letter suggests that five or six 

men should not be supplied with alcohol because if they are not the club will be 

struck off. The letter is also evidence that the club were aware of  the 

consequences of allowing drunkenness on their premises.86 The man Wandless 

was most likely Joseph Wanless the secretary of the NBWMCIU.87 Despite his 

significant role within the club movement he was personally involved with allowing 

drunkenness in the club which was the view that Martin Weatherburn his 

NBWMCIU colleague was giving only a year later in 1912. On police inspection of 

the club twenty-one persons were present and sober with some playing either 

dominoes or cards. There is evidence in local newspapers that the Seaton Sluice 

Working Men’s Club took part in the ‘Working Men’s Club and Institute Union- 

Northumberland Branch Tournament’ and provided teams to play dominoes and 

whist. 88Therefore, when the police visited the club the card and domino playing  

may have been league matches taking place or practice for future games. The 

playing of games in the club was not rational recreation but the members were 

showing self-governance and conducting themselves in a respectable manner. 

However, this did not stop the club from being struck-off. The case of clubs being 

struck off for not being conducted in good faith as clubs for allowing drunkenness 

 
85 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, December 13, 1911, p.2. 
86 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, December 15, 1911, p.10. 
87 B.T. Hall, Our Sixty Years: The story of The Working Men’s Club and Institute Union, June 1922, p 151;  
Joseph Wanless, ‘Reminiscences’ (Unpublished typed notes pre. 1941) .  
88 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, November 21, 1908, p. 10 and March 13, 1909, p.7.  
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on club premises were not confined to the Seaton Delaval district with the 

circumstances being similar to those at Seaton Sluice. At Westerhope near 

Newcastle upon Tyne a club was struck-off the register for frequent drunkenness 

and with high takings for a club with a membership of two hundred and seventy 

four; and there was an appearance of a public house with a large stock and waiter 

service.89 A club at Gosforth suffered the same fate when the visitors book 

contained no entries and frequent drunkenness was observed by the police 

leading to twenty-three members being prosecuted.90 However, at a Newbiggin 

club the case that frequent drunkenness took place with large numbers of visitors 

was dismissed by the bench because out of thirty men seen leaving the club drunk 

between November 8th 1919 and January10th 1920 only five were summoned to 

court and convicted of drunkenness. The police’s excuse for this was that some 

men appeared more drunk than others and therefore it was impossible to 

prosecute all those involved because it would make the statistics look worse.91 

Therefore it was possible for a club to escape prosecution if the police’s case was 

not strong enough.  

The  WMCIU believed that working men could go to their club and converse 

with their friends about the issues of the day, read and at the same time enjoy one 

or two glasses of beer which was the club movement’s ideology. Originally the 

clubs had been teetotal, but this had failed. In his work Beaven argues that 

working men enjoyed consuming alcohol which had steadily declined between 

1870 and 1914 because the government had introduced licensing laws and 

employers had ended the previous drinking patterns of workers.92  

 
89 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, May 16, 1908, p.4. 
90 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, November 16, 1907, p.4. 
91 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, January 23, 1920, p.10. 
92 Brad Beaven, Leisure, citizenship, and working-class men in Britain, 1850-1945 (Manchester: Manchester 
University Press, 2005), p.63. 
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Table 10. Total  consumption in gallons of beer, spirits, and wine in the United 
Kingdom (for the years ending December 31), 1902 to 1910.93 

                                           Gross (gallons) 

                                    Beer                      Spirits                        Wine           

Year 

1902                          1,268,765               41,078                       15,281 

1903                          1,258,154               41,886                       13,872 

1904                          1,232,089              40,732                        11,935 

1905                          1,197,023              39,332                        11,981 

1906                          1,221,052              39,264                        12,278   

1907                          1,216,313              39,983                        12,282  

1908                          1,185,821              38,079                        11,293 

1909                          1,162,587             31,063                         11,399   

1910                          1,181,882             29,266                         12,672 

 

In table ten the consumption of all alcohol fell between1902 and 1910 with the 

largest in volume being beer and in percentage terms it was spirits and agrees to 

Beaven’s argument of falling alcohol consumption between 1870 and 1914. 

However, Wilson argues that the decrease in alcohol consumption was caused by 

the lessened spending power of the masses during periods of poor economic 

performance.94  

 

 
93 George B. Wilson, ’A statistical Review of the variations during the last twenty years in the consumption 
of intoxicants in the United Kingdo and in the convictions for offences connected with intoxication, with a 
discussion of the causes to which these variations may be ascribed,’ Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, 
75 (2) (1912), 183-247 (p.241). 
94 Wilson, p. 192. 
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Table 11.Total Proceedings and then Total Convictions for Drunkenness in 
England and Wales between 1902 and 1909.95 

                      Proceedings                                         Convictions 

                     Total    per 10,000 of population       Total    per 10,000 of population       

Year 

1902            209,908          63.60                          189,597                57.40       

1903            230,180          69.00                          209,385                62.70 

1904            227,403          67.40                          207,730                61.50        

1905            219,276          64.20                          250,550                58.70      

1906            211,493          61.30                          192,481                55.70        

1907            210,024         60.10                           191,005               54.60 

1908            202,081         57.10                           181,869               51.40 

1909            182,416         51.00                          164,185                45.98  

 

In table eleven the total number of persons summoned to court for drunkenness 

between 1902 and 1909 in England and Wales fell by 27,492 and the total number 

of persons convicted of drunkenness fell by 25,412. The reductions are uniform 

with the number of proceedings falling similarly to the number of convictions. 

When the falls in alcohol consumption are compared to the reductions in table 

eleven it can be seen that whatever the reason for alcohol consumption the levels 

of convictions also reduced. It is possible to ascertain the levels of drunkenness in 

the Seaton Delaval district from records of the East Castle Ward Petty Sessional 

Division Brewster Sessions in local newspaper reports . 

 

 
95 Wilson, pp. 245-246. 
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Table 12. Licensing Statistics for East Castle Ward Petty Sessional Division of 
Northumberland in selected years. 

Year 190796 190997 191298 191699 1919100 1921101 

Number of 
Licences 
Issued 

51 51 53 53 53 54 

Estimated 
Population of 
Division 

34838 37971 36399 37919 37919 43373 

Number of 
Licences per 
inhabitants 

682 744 687 715 715 803 

Number of 
Registered 
Clubs 

8 9 9 9 16 19 

Average 
Club 
Membership 

405 384 444 500 431 526 

Total 
Persons 
Proceeded 
Against for 
Drunkenness 

289 330 304 133 100 93 

Total 
Persons 
Convicted of 
Drunkenness 

277 319 299 126 100 85 

Number of 
Drunkenness 
Convictions 

79.51 84.01 82.15 33.23 26.37 19.60 

 
96 The Shields Daily News, February 5, 1908, p.4. 
97 The Shields Daily News, February 1, 1911, p.3. 
98 The Evening Chronicle, February 12, 1913, p.8. 
99 The Newcastle Daily Journal, February 8, 1917, p.7.       
100 Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, February 5, 1920, p.2. 
101 The Newcastle Daily Chronicle, February 2, 1922, p. 9. 
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per 10000 of 
the 
Population 

 

On reviewing the drunkenness figures for the years 1907 and 1909 in table twelve 

the total number of persons summoned to court increased by forty-one, and the 

number of convictions increased by thirty-three as opposed to those for England 

and Wales which had shown a decline between those years. The figures for the 

years 1916, 1919 and 1921 show proceedings and convictions for drunkenness 

decreasing dramatically being due to the regulations introduced for licensed 

premises by the Control Board for the Liquor Control in 1915 to reduce the 

opening hours of all licensed premises including clubs from thirteen hours on 

weekdays and five and one half hours on Sundays to five and one half hours on 

weekdays and five hours on Sundays.102 Therefore, less alcohol was being 

consumed leading to less likelihood of drunkenness occurring. 

Table 13. Drunkenness Convictions for East Castle Ward Division compared to 
England and Wales for 1907 and 1909 as a proportion of 10,000 of the population. 

                    Convictions as a proportion of 10,000 of the population  

                          East Castle Ward Division              England and Wales 

1907                             79.51                                       54.60 

1909                             84.01                                      45.98  

In table thirteen the proportions of convictions for drunkenness are higher in the 

East Castle Ward than in England and Wales. Hands suggested that the licensed 

trade was angered by the introduction of a new licensing act in 1904 which 

allowed for the granting of more powers to local authorities to limit public house 

 
102 The Shields Daily News, July 31, 1915, p.2; Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club, p.15. 
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licences within their districts without affecting the number of clubs.103 The licensing 

statistics of 1909 showed that in England and Wales the number of public house 

licences had decreased by 1,972; and by 6,724 since 1903. However, the number 

of registered clubs had increased by 342.104 Based on the data in table twelve 

from 1907 to 1909 the number of public house licences remained the same at fifty-

one whilst the number of registered clubs rose by one from eight to nine in East 

Castle Ward which shows that the decrease in public houses was not at the same 

level as for the rest of England and Wales and therefore had no effect on the 

consumption of alcohol. The WMCIU were concerned that the convictions for 

drunkenness in Northumberland had risen from to 127.30 per 10,000 of the 

population by 1911; and locally in East Castle Ward the proportion of convictions 

was ninety-one per 10,000 of the population, whilst for the Morpeth Division the 

figure was higher at two hundred and thirty per 10,000 of the population. The club 

movement were seeking explanations for the elevated levels of drunkenness 

because at that time many non-club goers blamed “those abominable institutions” 

known as clubs.105 The efforts of the club movement had succeeded with the 

Durham branch being praised for causing thousands of men to change their 

drinking habits, and  consequently between 1894 and 1910 the number of persons 

convicted for drunkenness had decreased by sixty per cent because the 

DBWMCIU introduced a standard closing time throughout the whole county; in 

England and Wales the decrease was only twelve per cent. 106 However, the 

WMCIU were only responsible for affiliated clubs and not public houses in all 

districts.  

 
103 Thora Hands, Drinking in Victorian and Edwardian Britain. Beyond the Spectre of the Drunkard 
(Gewerbestrasse, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018), e-book (https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-
92964-4)     
104 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, August 12, 1910, p.1. 
105 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, October 15, 1912, p.1. 
106 B.T. Hall, Our Sixty Years, p.212.  
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The WMCIU believed that they alone were responsible for the decrease in 

drunkenness because they had trusted the character of the working men to strive 

to improve themselves. They also believed that their method of not insisting on 

prohibition did more for temperance than the temperance movement itself.107 The 

temperance movement  dismissed the club movements’ view that drinking in 

moderation aided temperance by arguing that it only made drinking more 

respectable because even the smallest amount of alcohol consumption was too 

much.108 That movement recommended further regulations for clubs in order to 

counter the excessive drinking in 1912.109 The club movement had previously 

successfully fought off threats of having further legislation placed on them in 1908. 

. The worst of these being the punishment of the secretary for allowing 

drunkenness to take place and that of police supervision similar to that of public 

houses.110 The club movements insistence of using the decrease in annual 

drunkenness convictions in the licensing statistics to claim their success was 

disagreed with by Wilson because they inadequately measured the consequences 

of excessive drinking. This was because much excessive drinking could escape 

police action as it took place in the home; and even if it took place in the public 

house many men may not show themselves to be drunk and liable to prosecution 

under the licensing acts.111 Therefore, the  decrease in drunkenness convictions 

that the WMCIU relied on for proof of their success may not have reflected the true 

level of alcohol consumption in the local communities. In 1922 the WMCIU were 

again forced to defend itself against the criticisms of drunkenness in clubs. A 

newspaper report of the club movements’ diamond jubilee claimed that clubs did 

 
107 B.T. Hall, Our Sixty Years p.211.  
108 Marlow, pp. 386-387. 
109 The Newcastle Daily Chronicle, May 14, 1912, p.8. 
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111 Wilson, pp. 212-213. 
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not fear excessive drinking on their premises because they were affiliated to the 

WMCIU , were well-regulated and legally obliged to submit annual returns and 

accounts to the Registrar of Friendly Societies all of which was available to public 

inspection to show that they were not secret organisations.112 It is possible that if 

the club movement had allowed themselves to be regulated again after 1902 the 

criticisms of trading as public houses and drunkenness may have vanished. 

It is important to look at the amounts spent on alcohol in the clubs and  

figures in table fourteen show that Seaton Terrace club members were spending 

reasonable amounts of their earnings on alcohol despite the general trend of a 

decrease in alcohol consumption. The average amount spent per member was 

four pounds and five shillings. In 1911 the club movement claimed that the 

expenditure on drink in registered clubs did not exceed two pounds and twelve 

shillings annually.113 This differs with the amounts spent annually between 1903 

and 1912 at the Seaton Terrace Club where the only year that the figures agree is 

1903 and up to 1912 the figures are higher. In 1921 the club movement had 

increased its estimate of the amount spent in the club bar by members to a yearly 

average of seven pounds and ten shillings per member.114 In that year the Seaton 

Terrace Club’s average spend per member of ten pounds and seven shillings is 

higher and suggests that alcohol expenditure in Seaton Terrace is greater than 

other parts of the country.  
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Table 14. Bar Takings for Seaton Terrace Working Men’s Club for selected years 
together with the total membership, and the average amount spent per member 
annually. 

Year                Bar Takings (£)          Total Membership115  Spending per Member   

1903                     2328 116                             888                             £2. 12s 

1906                    2895 117                              869                             £3. 6s. 

1909                    4021 118                              884                            £4. 10s. 

1912                    3751119                              880                            £ 4. 5s. 

1915                    2567120                              863                             £2.19s.  

1918                    2221121                               992                             £2.4s. 

1920                  12451122                             1200                            £10.7s. 

 In conclusion the club movement was not wholly successful in dealing with 

the claims of drunkenness and trading because in 1922 they were still facing 

accusations of being drinking dens. It is true that some clubs were found out and 

struck-off the register, however, many others provided alcohol for members 

without any problems or criticisms including the club at Seaton Terrace.  

 

 

 

 
115 Club membership numbers in Appendix 2. 
116 The Morpeth Herald, March 5, 1904, p.4. 
117 The Morpeth Herald, February 23, 1907, p.7. 
118 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, February 8, 1910, p.3. 
119 The Morpeth Herald, February 7, 1913, p.6. 
120 The Newcastle Journal, August 15, 1916, p.3. 
121 The Blyth News and Wansbeck Telegraph, August, 17, 1918, p.4. 
122 The Blyth News, February 17, 1921. 
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Chapter Three: The development of club education. 

The WMCIU believed that the most important role for the club movement was to 

educate the members. This chapter will show how successful this was and how 

difficulties led to gaining assistance from the WEA. 

 In his thesis Marlow concluded that the education offered by the clubs was 

more extensive and more substantial than previously thought of by earlier 

historians. He agreed that the formal education such as class work did not have 

long-term success with few members regularly attending.123 However, Marlow  

argued that lectures, discussion classes and exhibition work were more popular 

with members. The earlier historians had not appreciated that education was 

evolving in line with club development despite surveys of the provision for adult 

education in Britain in the early twentieth century ignoring the work of clubs and 

simply listing the activities of adult schools, co-operative societies and workers 

educational associations.124 The rules of those clubs affiliated to the WMCIU 

stated that members were to be provided with ‘means of social intercourse, mutual 

helpfulness, mental and moral improvement, rational recreation’ and that 

education was to be provided ‘by the establishment of lectures, classes, 

examinations, and scholarships’, together with the provision of ‘circulating and 

reference libraries and reading rooms with the best works in all departments of 

literature, science, and art’ for the use of the members’.125 At the time of their 

fiftieth anniversary in 1912 the WMCIU admitted that their education offered in the 

form of essays and examinations within the clubs had little success because the 

 
123 Lawrence  Marlow,  ‘The Working Men’s Club Movement, 1862-1912: A Study of the Evolution of a 
Working- Class Institution’ (Unpublished Doctoral Thesis, University of Warwick, 1980), p.471. 
124 Marlow, pp. 677-678. 
125 Rules of the Seaton Terrace Club and Institute Limited (London: Working Men’s Club and Institute Union, 
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majority of members did not need education for their work and were not interested 

in learning for pleasure; and the need for propaganda work to promote the club 

movement gave less time to provide education as it required special training and 

organisation to be useful to members.126 This differs from Ashplant who had 

argued that the unwillingness on the part of workers to take up education occurred 

because of the labour unrest in local communities and not an unwillingness to 

learn.127 It is possible that the WMCIU by giving their reasons were, as a non-

political organisation, attempting to disassociate themselves from a political 

situation created by the impact of strikes at that time. The Northumberland branch 

officials gave their views on club education in 1909 when Martin Weatherburn 

suggested that the majority of members ignored club education because as 

children they had received an inadequate schooling either due to lack of provision 

in their local area or because their parents refused to send them to school and 

therefore many workers had no wish to begin to consider learning in later life.128 

This disagreed with Vowles’ argument that  it was the Education Act of 1870 and 

the WEA which took away the need for clubs to educate members and not apathy 

on the part of club members because they had already received enough 

education.129 Later Weatherburn argued that because it was not always possible 

for all men to look upon a question in the same way and interpret it alike it was the 

job of the WMCIU to educate the membership in the art of self-governance and 

personal conduct by encouraging members to engage with each other so that they 

could work in unison to improve themselves as citizens; and in the social clubs 

 
126 B.T. Hall,  Our Fifty Years: The Story of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union. Together With Brief 
Impressions of The Men of the Movement (London: The Working Men’s Club and Institute Union Limited, 
1922), pp.96-97. 
127 A.G. Ashplant, ‘The Working Men’s Cub and Institute Union and the Independent Labour Party: Working 
Class Organisation, Politics and Culture c. 1880-1914’ (Unpublished Doctoral Thesis, University of Sussex, 
1983), p.470. 
128 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, March 27, 1909,p. 6. 
129 Michael Harry Vowles , ‘Aspects of the English Working Class Viewed from the Working Men’s Club’ 
(Unpublished MPhil Thesis, The Open University, 1982), p.57. 
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and institutes there were facilities available for members to acquire knowledge and 

to help one another.130 This suggests that at that time local officials considered 

that this form of education was necessary first before any formal classes and 

lectures might be considered for those members not well educated at school, and 

at a national level the WMCIU did not appreciate the lack of education in localities 

such as the Seaton Delaval district; and that Weatherburn was attempting to 

assure those men with lesser educational abilities that they would be welcomed 

into the clubs to acquire knowledge and help from other members to improve their 

lives. 

The WMCIU were happy to announce in 1912 that the circulating library 

was extremely popular with 128 boxes being issued in 1893 rising to 888 boxes 

issued by 1912 with a circulation of 110,000.131 It is not possible to find specific 

details of the education provided by clubs and figures for the circulating library for 

clubs in the Seaton Delaval district except in cases when clubs were held in 

disrepute. During an inspection of Seaton Sluice Working Men’s Club premises in 

1911 the police believed rational recreation was not taking place because of empty 

library bookshelves, and the book which members signed to take out books was 

missing. However, the club secretary gave evidence that the club’s circulating 

library was ‘on the road to the club’ which was why the shelves were empty when 

the police visited. Whether this was true or not it may have been one reason for 

the club being struck off the register for six months.132 A similar event occurred at 

Gosforth working men’s club, the reading room had no papers of any kind and no 

members were present when the club was inspected leading the police to 

 
130 The Morpeth Herald, Friday, June 28, 1912, p.11. 
131  Hall, Our Fifty Years, pp. 124-125. 
132 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, December 15, 1911, p.10. 
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conclude that the club was not promoting rational recreation for its members.133 

These examples together with the admission by the WMCIU at national and local 

level in Northumberland that their education provision was inadequate prompted 

them to consider affiliation with the WEA because they were better equipped to 

provide working men with lectures, classes and scholarships. This had been 

argued by Marlow because the WEA and the WMCIU shared mutual concerns 

relating to the duties and obligations of citizenship leading to the ideals of 

corporate service and harmony and therefore be more beneficial to club 

members.134 

The  WEA was founded in 1903 to promote the further education of the 

working classes by stimulating and co-ordinating their efforts of a specifically 

educational character and to develop a partnership between the working-class 

movement and the universities.135 The WMCIU believed that the Workers 

Educational Association would improve club educational work and became 

associated members in 1909.136 The WEA’s annual report in 1909 stated that the 

WMCIU had made steps to improve educational activities by establishing a 

scholarship at Ruskin College and two scholarships at university summer 

meetings.137The WMCIU reported that the Hodgson Pratt and Stephen Taylor 

Scholarships had been commenced in 1909 and were a success. A Jubilee 

scholarship to mark fifty years of the successful life of the union was commenced 

in 1912, and the WMCIU were confident that it would be able to assist those club 

members who wished to study subjects at a higher educational standard.138 Their 

 
133 The Morpeth Herald and Reporter, November 16, 1907, p.4. 
134 Marlow, p. 321.  
135 Bernard Jennings, Knowledge is Power. A short History of the Workers Educational, 1903 – 1978 (Hull: 
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success continued and by 1922 the WMCIU reported that they were continuing to 

send students to RC on Hodgson Pratt and Stephen Taylor thirty-two week 

scholarships which were awarded after examinations held at clubs and other 

centres. There were no students at RC from Northumberland compared to Durham 

with three students. There were ten two week scholarships awarded to attend RC 

summer schools but no attendees from either the Northumberland or Durham 

branches. Some branches offered independent tests and sent students to the 

WMCIU’s summer school at RC with the Northumberland branch having one 

student attending.139 The WMCIU were continuing to support those members who 

wished to improve their education nationally and in Northumberland together with 

the WEA.  

The Northern District branch of the WEA was launched in the north-east of 

England during 1909 and 1910 with a district executive committee and a wider 

district council being chosen, of which the WMCIU was a member. The district 

secretary enlisted the support of the NBWMCIU together with the DBWMCU as 

associate members with the help of Thomas Burt, MP.140 This is what Marlow had 

argued, that the WEA had sought help from clubs to promote educational work 

and by 1912 out of 1879 organisations affiliated to the association one hundred 

and fifty were working men’s clubs because they provided a valuable base for the 

Association to connect with an important cross-section of workers for educational 

purposes.141 However, because the classes and scholarships involved so few club 

members it was necessary for the WEA to use propaganda in areas where the 
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clubs were situated in order to gain interested workers to learn. At a national 

council meeting of the WMCIU in 1913 the movement’s educational work was 

discussed with the representative of the NDWEA who was pleased that the 

WMCIU and the NBWMCIU were supporting the WEA because it allowed the 

benefits of a university education to be spread across the mass of the workers 

within their own communities meaning they were not taken away from their own 

class to learn.142 The WEA had good support in Northumberland and there was 

optimism in  the area with many working people wishing to commence educational 

classes. 

The educational classes that gained the most support amongst the working 

classes were those that were formed by working class societies in their 

localities.143 The NDWEA began to gain interest among the workers of the Seaton 

Delaval district using propaganda at meetings. This was successful in the case of 

the Waterford Workmen’s Club at Seaton Sluice who affiliated themselves with the 

NDWEA with club representatives attending district meetings.144 However, there 

are no references of tutorial classes taking place at Seaton Sluice after the 

affiliation. The NDWEA had more success with their propaganda in 1916 with the 

northern district minutes describing tutorial classes being set up at Seghill, 

Holywell and potentially at Seaton Delaval.145 The classes had varied success with 

the annual reports showing that in Seghill, during the academic year 1917-18, 

nineteen students took twenty four classes lasting two hours in English history 

which  had an attendance of thirty-six percent. The reason for the low attendance 

 
142 The Newcastle Daily Chronicle, October 6, 1913, p.3. 
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rate was not given but was possibly due to the three shift system making regular 

attendance at classes for some miners impossible and the fact that some workers 

were not interested in formal learning. 146 The issues with the three shift system at 

collieries was also being reported in local newspapers and was a consistent 

problem in parts of Northumberland.147  A year later the class in English Literature 

at Seghill achieved an attendance of fifty-seven percent. During the same year 

classes in Industrial History at Holywell and in English Literature at Seaton Delaval 

achieved attendances of seventy-three and fifty-seven percent respectably and 

show that there was more support because the NDWEA’s propaganda meetings 

were proving more successful after a further year of work.148  The higher 

attendance percentage for history may have been because the WEA considered 

that history was the best subject for the working-class to study because they were 

learning about the lives and problems of their ancestors.149 The NDWEA were 

more successful at Seaton Delaval and a sub-branch of the Northern District was 

established there in 1917 with the Blyth News reporting that the object would be to 

provide all adults with educational opportunities which they had missed as 

children.150 The annual report of the local district describes that the NDWEA 

created a nucleus locally with public lectures to create interest in order to allow the 

branch to grow later which it did.151 This shows that the WEA had a good position 

in the local community separate from their links to the WMCIU and NBWMCIU with 

which it had initiated assistance.  

 
146 Tyne and Wear Archives, The Workers Educational Association- Northern District, E.WEA1/7/1, Eighth 
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147 The Newcastle Daily Chronicle, June 2, 1913, p.7 
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The annual report of the Workers Educational Association for the year 

ended 31st May 1922 reported that the classes and courses of lectures in the 

WMCIU’s branches of the clubs now stood at eighty-seven classes, two hundred 

and fifty nine single lectures and courses of lectures. The WEA together with the 

DBWMCIU had been successful in their educational work with eighteen club 

sessions held of which four were tutorial classes and the majority of the remaining 

one-year classes completed second year advanced work. However, efforts to 

establish a similar scheme of tutorial classes with the NBWMCIU had not been 

successful to date.152  This was despite a joint committee for educational purposes 

being set up between the NDWEA and the NBWMCIU on December 18th 1920.153 

Eventually this scheme of joint work with the NBWMCIU had established two 

successful classes with the attendance at the Seaton Terrace class reaching 

ninety-three per cent by 1922.154 This figure had increased from sixty-two percent 

in 1921 when a class of  twenty-one students studied industrial history over twenty 

class meetings under the guidance of a university tutor. The NBWMCIU together 

with the Seaton Terrace Club were taking advantage of the resourcefulness and 

influence of the NDWEA.155 However, the attendance of twenty-one club members 

out a total club membership of 1200 in 1921 was low and highlights that not all 

members were interested in learning.156 The club at Seaton Terrace had become 

affiliated to the Northern District of the WEA on  December 10th 1920 and shows 

that the club committee were conscious of providing educational opportunities for 

interested members despite the low attendance and further encouragement was 
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needed to build support from members.157 The classes run by the Northumberland 

branch were not as successful as those of the DBWMCIU with the WMCIU 

believing that this was due to the unwillingness of many members to involve 

themselves in classes and lectures, and that the NBWMCIU was not formed until 

1906 being too late to properly deal with the unwillingness of some members to 

learn in the early years. 158 At a meeting in 1921, Hall representing the WEA 

argued that because the WMCIU at both national and local level had always 

advanced their self-improvement programme it was certain that the 

Northumberland clubs would eventually have the same success as those in 

Durham and they must persevere until that was achieved. Mr. A. Temple the 

assistant secretary of the WMCIU stated that the club union executive had been 

convinced that educational provision should be administered by each club through 

an education committee which would offer tuition to members at their club instead 

of going to a university which enabled club education to be kept local with working-

class men learning within their communities.159 Therefore, the WMCIU and the 

WEA agreed that the success at the Seaton Terrace Club would lead to more 

clubs holding classes for their members at their local clubs 

The WEA and the WMCIU always gave the names of the tutors for the 

classes and subjects which were studied, with an example being Mr. Jamieson D. 

Dobie a university tutor who taught the industrial history course at Seaton Terrace 

Working Men’s Club in 1921.However, there was no mention by name of the 

students, their thoughts of their learning experience and their achievements 

afterwards. The historian Jonathon Rose argued that it was more important to 
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ascertain more about the students such as who they were, why did they enrol, 

what were there intellectual goals, what occurred inside the classroom and, how, if 

at all, did the WEA change the lives and minds of its students.160 The Professor 

Kenneth Vickers praised the tutorial class system because the tutor learned as 

much as he taught by ascertaining interests of the students, then utilising that to 

assist the general progress of the class. The students were also encouraged to 

develop their own interests within a subject through essay work because it 

required students to collect facts, to think them over, to argue, and to make their 

own conclusion in relation to the problem they were attempting to solve. The essay 

was more worthwhile than memory work because it allowed students to study 

subjects from all angles.161 The education offered by the WEA has been criticised 

by historians and Rose discusses Fieldhouse who argued in The Ideology of 

English Adult Education Teaching, 1925-1950, that some students’ beliefs could 

be neutralised because of the WEA’s emphasis on objective scholarship and 

open-mindedness which was welcomed by the authorities as defence against 

revolutionism. The WEA believed in regular courses of study, consisting of various 

parts leading into each other and grouped round a central idea; and with guidance 

on reading for their students.162 Rose uses examples of comments made by 

previous students of the WEA to show whether or not their education improved 

their minds and changed their lives. There were those who had benefited from the 

WEA such as A.W. Humphrey who appreciated the development and culture of 

character and mental capacity rather than the narrow conception of the value of 

education of the CLC who argued that workers could not think for themselves and 

insisted on the cramming of pre-digested books. The provision of the working-
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class education provided by the CLC in May 1922 was simply a series of lectures 

together with frequent group classes where the subject-matter was reviewed. The 

students also drafted essays and had personal interviews with the respective 

tutors. The students were encouraged to pass on their knowledge acquired at the 

CLC at their respective union lodge meetings, Labour and Socialist party 

meetings, Co-operative Societies, and other Labour Organisations. Therefore, 

CLC students were effectively being trained to spread the socialist cause amongst 

their colleagues and fellow activists, unlike the WEA curriculum which allowed 

students to fully learn a subject in order to educate themselves. However, critics of 

the WEA like Ethell Carnie suggested that the liberal education offered by the 

WEA was designed to chloroform the worker, after already having been left tired 

and weary after working for the capitalists.163 In Northumberland the criticism of 

the liberal education offered by the clubs with the assistance of the WEA and RC 

came from those who supported the CLC and was political in nature. The CLC 

was seen as a preferred option to the WEA and RC by those workers who 

supported the labour movement and was formed in 1909 at a Plebs League 

meeting; and was controlled by organised labour bodies.164 The reasoning was 

that the CLC no longer considered RC to be a labour college after the educational 

adviser to RC Mr. H.B. Lees Smith voted against the Labour Party’s miners’ pay 

proposals in the House of Commons in 1912.165 Afterwards, the district units of the 

South Wales miners immediately withdrew their scholarships from RC and 

transferred them to the CLC.166 In July 1914 a report in Plebs declared that the 

Northumberland Miners’ Association attempted to transfer their students without 

 
163 Rose, pp.591-594. 
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success with the vote to allow the transfer failing by forty-two votes to twenty-one; 

with the reason being  that the Northumberland miners were not sufficiently 

politically developed to make a distinction between the different types of education 

being offered by the CLC and RC.167 After a long battle the north-east division of 

the CLC was formed in 1917 with fifty trade union branches affiliated and with 

sixteen classes running, and the Northumberland miners’ association had voted by 

thirty-five to fourteen to give financial support.168 The WMCIU were also criticised 

for their support of RC by Ebenezer Edwards, a supporter of the CLC, who argued 

that the CLC provided a better education for workers and criticised the WMCIU for 

paying Ruskin College one hundred pounds per annum for club members to study 

there. The writer disagreed that club members were not allowed to vote on 

whether RC rather than the CLC was the more appropriate college for them to 

attend.169 The WMCIU continued to support the WEA and RC and there is no 

evidence to suggest that they supported the CLC. However, it cannot be 

ascertained whether or not individual club members decided to support the CLC.  

 The club movement was not wholly successful in providing education for 

their members. Their initial attempts were unsuccessful due to lack of interest from 

members and an inability of the WMCIU to provide an adequate. The WMCIU 

achieved a little late success at the Seaton Terrace club eventually after they had 

affiliated with the WEA who were specialists in providing education for the working 

classes.  
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Conclusion 

 

Despite the lack of actual working men’s club records research has still been 

possible into the extent that working men’s clubs were successful in providing 

mental and moral improvement for their members in the Seaton Delaval district 

between 1902 and 1922.  

Chapter one discussed how the club movement became an effective social 

movement. Metcalfe’s claim that the clubs attracted over fifty per cent of the male 

population in the villages was assessed and showed in 1911 none of the clubs met 

the criteria; and by 1921  five of the seven clubs met the criteria which showed the 

club movement  progressing well and of the remaining two, one was recently 

formed in 1919 and the other in Seaton Sluice where there was the smallest 

population. When the movement in membership between 1903 and 1920 was 

assessed the Seaton Sluice club showed an increase of three hundred and fifty-

one per cent. Therefore, whilst the  Seaton Sluice club was not exceeding fifty per 

cent of the male population it was in fact increasing its membership base. As 

argued by Marlow committees were formed to organise the members, manage the 

running of the clubs, and hold annual general meetings. The club rule books 

dictated that there were to be eleven members on the committee who were voted 

into office by the membership. The local newspapers confirmed that the annual 

general meetings took place, officials were elected, agreement of the yearly 

accounts, decisions on how the club funds were to be used. It was the role of the 

committee to consider working men for membership by ensuring that the two 

referees did actually know the men and  could satisfy the committee as to their 

respectability. This method of selection allowed the club to control how men could 

become members thereby upholding the ideology of respectability. In order that 

the clubs formed a successful social movement and received free legal advice 
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they affiliated with the WMCIU. By 1920 the number of affiliated clubs in England 

and Wales had reached 2,202 with a total membership of 989,798; and in 

Northumberland there were one hundred and nine clubs with a total membership 

of 58,757. Therefore, progress was being made in creating a working class 

society. In the Seaton Delaval district the affiliated club movement grew from two 

clubs in 1912 with 1,004 members to seven clubs in 1920 with 4,650 members, 

with the average club membership growing from five hundred and two in 1912 to 

six hundred and sixty four in 1920 and was greater than the four hundred and 

forty-nine in England and Wales and the five hundred and thirty-nine in 

Northumberland. The Backworth club did not affiliate to the WMCIU despite an 

attempt to change this policy in 1907 and due to the club’s connections with the 

local colliery. Therefore, progress was being made in creating a working class 

society. 

Chapter two discussed the extent of the club movement’s success in 

dealing with the criticisms of providing alcohol to members, claims of consequent 

drunkenness and of trading. Cherrington had argued that the clubs were not 

drinking dens which was backed up by an official of the NBWMCIU in 1912 by 

commenting that because they were respectable and had rules the clubs had dealt 

well with the criticisms of drunkenness made against them and they did not trade 

as public houses, or did they compete with them as suggested by licensed 

victuallers. Despite these arguments made by the NBWMCIU by 1912 one 

hundred and ninety-eight clubs had been proceeded against for allowing 

drunkenness and trading with one hundred and seventy-nine of those struck-off 

the register. In the Seaton Delaval district the Seaton Sluice club was removed 

from the register in 1911 for allowing drunkenness and trading as a public house. 

There were breaches of the rules on visitors with names not recorded in the proper 
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manner and  between June and November there were five hundred and sixty-three 

visitors at a club with only two hundred and forty members, and men were seen 

leaving the club drunk. This event was the only case within the Seaton Delaval. 

There were similar cases outside the district which resulted in the ended in the 

club being struck-off the register, except at Gosforth where it was decided that 

because the police only prosecuted five of the thirty men seen leaving the club 

drunk because they implied that the statistics would appear worse, and the club 

escaped prosecution. The club movement claimed that they had reduced 

drunkenness. The levels of drunkenness did decline but this was due to a 

decrease in the consumption of alcohol in the United Kingdom caused by a 

reduction in spending power of the masses and the legislative controls of the 

Control Board for Liquor Control in 1915. In the East Castle Ward, which includes 

the Seaton Delaval district, the number of drunkenness convictions per ten 

thousand of the population declined significantly from thirty three in 1916 to 20 in 

1921.The WMCIU showed concern that Northumberland’s convictions for 

drunkenness were one hundred and twenty-seven per 10,000 of the population in 

1911. They were more impressed by Durham’s decrease in convictions by sixty 

per cent compared to England and Wales’s decrease of only twelve per cent. The 

WMCIU believed that Durham’s decrease was to the introduction of a standard 

closing time throughout the whole county. This was erroneous because the 

WMCIU were only responsible for the affiliated clubs and not the levels of 

drunkenness in the community as a whole, and because Wilson argued that 

alcohol consumption was the correct way to judge levels of drinking because some 

men could hide their heavy drinking whilst others could not. The increase in the 

amounts expended on alcohol at Seaton Terrace Club rose from four pounds and 

five shillings in 1911 to ten pounds and seven shillings in 1921; and were higher 
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than the average calculated by the WMCIU indicating that members were 

consuming more beer than at other clubs in England and Wales.  

Chapter three dealt with the extent to which the club movement was 

successful in providing education for club members. The WMCIU and the 

NBWMCIU had  realised before 1912 that their education was not substantial and 

popular with members because many had received a poor education as children 

and lacked a need for education for work purposes. The WMCIU supported those 

members wishing to learn by sending them to RC on thirty-two week scholarships 

and summer schools. There were no club members from Northumberland 

attending the scholarships and only one attending a summer school. The WMCIU 

affiliated   with the WEA who were better equipped to provide working men with 

lectures and classes, whilst the clubs were bases for the WEA to operate in and 

gain support amongst the working class. A Northern district branch of the WEA 

was launched between 1909 and 1910 with the WMCIU being a member. The 

WEA gained support amongst the working classes in Northumberland with 

lectures and in 1917 a sub-branch was formed at Seaton Delaval which provided 

classes in English Literature. There were tutorial classes set up in Seghill in 1916 

with classes in English History and a year later English Literature was taught with 

improving attendance rates. At the same time classes were arranged at Holywell 

where Industrial History was taught with success. The clubs began to take an 

interest with the Waterford Workmen’s Club at Seaton Sluice before 1916 and the 

Seaton Terrace club in 1920 both affiliating to the NDWEA. The records show that 

there were no classes at the Seaton Sluice club. A joint committee for educational 

purposes between the NDWEA and the NBWMCIU was set up in December 1920 

which had little success until 1921 at Seaton Terrace when twenty-one club 

members studied industrial history over twenty meetings under the guidance of a 
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university tutor in 1921. At that time, the membership of the club totalled 1200 and 

therefore the number of students was low in comparison. The WEA’ tutors used 

essay work to encourage students to collect facts, make their own arguments and 

conclusions because subjects were studied from all angles. There were supporters 

and critics of the WEA. The supporters welcomed the development and culture of 

character and mental capacity through regular and thorough courses of study. The 

critics in the CLC suggested that the liberal education of the WEA simply 

chloroformed workers. The WMCIU and the WEA persevered with both the apathy 

against further education and that many trade unions no longer recognised RC as 

a labour college and moved their members away from RC to the CLC. When the 

Northumberland Miners’ Association attempted to transfer their students, the vote 

failed by forty-two to twenty-one because of the Northumberland miners not being 

sufficiently politically developed.  

In summary, this study of the Seaton Delaval district into how the club movement 

developed, how successfully the clubs dealt with the criticisms of allowing 

drunkenness and trading as public houses, and how successful they were in 

providing education for their members between 1902 and 1922 can simply be 

considered a starting point and more work must be carried out in later periods to 

find more progress in the mental and moral improvement of club members. Whilst 

the clubs increased in number and total membership, the provision of alcohol 

played a large part of club life. At Seaton Terrace club bar takings were higher 

than in any other part of the country, whilst the number of members taking a 

tutorial class in industrial history numbered only twenty-one. Further research on 

whether clubs were facing claims of drunkenness and trading or if they managed 

to convince the antagonists of their respectability. The role of club education must 

be considered further with research into whether interest in tutorial classes 



John Edward Gordon A826 Dissertation 

59 
 

continued after 1922, whether clubs apart from at Seaton Terrace became 

involved, 
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Appendices 

 

1. The population figures for the villages within the Seaton Delaval district for 
1901, 1911 and 1921. 

2. The working men’s clubs in the Seaton Delaval district together with their 
membership numbers for the years 1903 to 1920. 

3. The branches of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union in 1912. 

4. The branches of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union in 1920. 

5. The names, ages, and places of abode of potential members of the Seaton  
Terrace Workmen’s Club and Institute Limited as of August 1907. 

6. The names, ages, and places of abode of potential members of the Seaton 
Terrace Workmen’s Club and Institute Limited as of April 1914. 

7. The data in the table reflects fifty percent of the male population figures for each 
village in the Seaton district for each village with a club compared to the total 
membership numbers for each club as per Appendix 2. 
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Appendix 1. 

The Population figures for the villages within the Seaton Delaval District for 1901, 
1911 and 1921. 

Villages 1901     1911     
  Total Male  Female Total Male Female 
Backworth 2168 1181 987 3777 1981 1796 
Earsdon 2898 1509 1389 2235 1173 1062 
Seaton 
Delaval  4987 2691 2296 3713 1926 1787 
Seaton Sluice 1716 908 808 1638 865 773 
New Hartley 1451 809 642 1823 985 838 
Seghill 2213 1192 1021 2049 1086 963 
Holywell 3085 1631 1454 3293 1724 1569 
Totals 13452 7231 6221 12516 6586 5930 

 

  1921     
  Total Male  Female 
Backworth 2338 1176 1162 
Earsdon 4159 2148 2011 
Seaton 
Delaval  3930 2020 1910 
Seaton Sluice 1750 973 777 
New Hartley 2175 1151 1024 
Seghill 1949 996 953 
Holywell 3451 1746 1705 
Totals 13255 6886 6369 

 

References: 

Census of England and Wales, 1901. County of Northumberland. Table 11. Civil 
parishes in the administrative county and in the city and county borough of 
Newcastle upon Tyne. Inhabited houses, 1901, and population 1891 and 1901. 
Pages 13-18, 15-16. 

New Hartley, RG 13/4809/557/5/17 Pages 1 – 51. I had to calculate the total 
population for New Hartley from the actual enumerated census details for New 
Hartley. 

Census of England and Wales, 1911.  

Table 5. Registration Counties, districts, and subdistricts with their constituent civil 
parishes. Urban or rural districts in which each parish is situated; area; families or 
separate occupiers; and population, 1901 and 1911; and population enumerated in 
institutions, large establishments, and on vessels,1911, page 321. Table 8. Urban 
districts, including county and other municipal boroughs. Area; families or separate 
occupiers 1901 and 1911; population (persons, male, female, and increase or 
decrease per cent in population, 1901-11, page 34. 
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Table 10 Administrative counties, urban districts, with their constituent civil 
parishes and wards, and rural districts with their constituent civil parishes; area; 
families or separate occupiers, and population, 1901 and 1911; and population 
enumerated in institutions, large establishments, vessels 1911, pages 60-427, 
page 247; 259. 

Census of England and Wales, 1921. County of Northumberland. Page 1. Table 2. 
Population and Intercensal variations. Administrative county, county borough, 
municipal boroughs, urban districts, and rural districts. 

Census of England and Wales, 1921. County of Northumberland. Pages 2-11. 
Pages 3-4. Table 3. Acreage, population, private families, and dwellings. 
Administrative county, county boroughs, municipal boroughs, urban districts, rural 
districts, wards, and civil parishes. 
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Appendix 2. 

The working men’s clubs in the Seaton Delaval district together with their 
membership numbers for the years 1903 to 1920. 

Part One – 1903 to 1911 

Total Membership in January each year. 
Club Name 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 
Seaton Sluice 
Workmen’s Club 
and Institute 
(note 1) 

94 195 179 170 200 215 189 190 240   

Seaton Terrace 
Club and 
Institute Limited 

888 909 856 869 875 882 884 880 885 

Waterford 
Workmen’s 
Social Club 
Limited 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Earsdon and 
District Working 
Men’s Social 
Club 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

New Hartley and 
District 
Workmen’s 
Victory Club and 
Institute Limited   

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Seghill and 
District 
Workmen’s 
Social Club and 
Institute Limited 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Comrades of the 
Great War 
(Seghill Branch) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Comrades of the 
Great War (New 
Hartley Branch) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Backworth Club 
Company 
Limited (note 2) 

951 1005 968 978 796 950 957 936 937 
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Appendix Two. Part Two  – 1912 to 1920 

Total Membership in January each year. 
Club Name 1912 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 1919 1920 
Seaton Terrace 
Club and 
Institute Limited 

880 
 

876 871 863 885 984 992 992 1200 

Waterford 
Workmen’s 
Social Club 
Limited 

124 260 370 403 355 362 413 438 424 

Earsdon and 
District Working 
Men’s Social 
Club 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 990 1190 

New Hartley and 
District 
Workmen’s 
Victory Club and 
Institute Limited   

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 310 524 

Seghill and 
District 
Workmen’s 
Social Club and 
Institute Limited 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 500 620 

Comrades of the 
Great War 
(Seghill Branch) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 196 242 

Comrades of the 
Great War (New 
Hartley Branch) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 434 450 

Backworth Club 
Company 
Limited (note 1) 

936 950 956 711 777 760 770 770 856 

 

1. Seaton Sluice Workmen’s Club and Institute was struck of the Register of Clubs 
in December 1911 for six months and did not reopen. 

 

The data in parts one and two was obtained from the ‘Register of Clubs in the East 
Division of Castle Ward in the County of Northumberland in which intoxicating 
liquor is supplied to members or their guests. Register in form prescribed by the 
Secretary of State to be kept in pursuance of section 25 of the Licensing Act 1902 
(2 Edward V11. C. 28)’. The register is available at Tyne and Wear Archives under 
the reference MG/WB/8/1. 
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Appendix 3. 

The branches of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union in 1912. 

Branch Name No. of 
Clubs 

Total 
Membership 

Average Club 
Membership 

Bradford and Halifax 63 29227 464 
Bucks. 9 3139 349 

Colne and Burnley 42 108197 257 
Durham 143 64621 452 

Huddersfield 38 16124 424 
Leeds 21 6628 316 

Leicestershire 25 9026 361 
London 100 31692 317 

Manchester 164 64621 394 
Northants. 50 11035 221 
North Kent 25 6324 253 

North Staffs. 14 2621 187 
Northumberland 52 24397 469 

South Wales 49 12263 250 
South Yorkshire 90 28123 312 

Spen Valley 15 2976 19821 
Swindon 21 5694 271 
Wakefield 71 18244 257 
York City 15 3216 214 

Total 1007 448168 445 
 

The above data was obtained from Hall, B.T., Our Fifty Years: The Story of the 
Working Men’s Club and Institute Union: Together With Brief Impressions of The 
Men of the Movement (London: The Working Men’s Club and Institute Union 
Limited, 1912), pp. 135-142. 
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Appendix 4. 

The branches of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union in 1920. 

Branch Name  No. of 
Clubs 

Total 
Membership 

Average Club 
Membership 

Bradford and Halifax 117 102344 875 
Bucks. 10 5474 547 
Cleveland 22 9795 445 
Colne and Burnley 68 20353 299 
Derbyshire 39 12476 320 
Doncaster 44 22693 516 
Durham 280 161921 578 
Furness 21 5614 267 
Hampshire 43 10705 249 
Huddersfield 54 33330 617 
Kent 98 40210 410 
Leeds 60 33153 553 
Leics. and Notts. 64 28374 443 
London 229 85953 375 
Manchester 253 76437 302 
Monmouthshire 33 12870 390 
Northants, Beds. 76 26781 352 
North Staffs and 
Cheshire. 

61 19730 323 

Northumberland 109 58757 539 
South Wales 61 20172 331 
South Yorkshire 146 72406 496 
Spen Valley 15 2976 198 
Swindon 58 25896 446 
Wakefield 79 35117 445 
Warwickshire 51 22079 433 
West Midlands 88 35664 405 
York City and District 23 8518 370 
Total 2202 989798 449 

 

The above data was obtained from Hall, B.T., Our Sixty Years: The Story of the 
Working Men’s Club and Institute Union. Together With Brief Impressions of The 
Men of the Movement (London: The Working Men’s Club and Institute Union 
Limited, 1922), pp. 146-156.  
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Appendix 5. 

The names, ages, and places of abode of potential members of the Seaton 
Terrace Workmen’s Club and Institute Limited as of August 1907. 

 

Name Age in 
1907 

Residence Occupation/Trade 

E. Kennedy 21 Seaton 
Delaval 

Coal miner (Hewer) 

Foggett 46 Seaton 
Delaval 

Deputy Overman in coal mine 

William Dixon 43 Seaton 
Delaval 

Coal miner (Hewer) 

Robert Leck 52 Seghill Deputy Overman in coal mine 
Thomas Mulby 38 Seghill Coal miner. Back Overman 

William 
Robinson 

40 Seaton 
Delaval 

Deputy Overman in coal mine 

Wilkinson 
Murton 

44 Seghill Coal miner (Hewer) 

Thomas Beech 41 Seaton 
Delaval 

Coal miner (Hewer) 

Joseph Wanless 36 Seaton 
Delaval 

Coal Weighman 

Thomas Dodds 45 Seaton 
Delaval 

Checkweighman above 
ground 

Stephen 
Charlton 

45 Seghill Deputy Overman in coal mine 

Charles Boll 48 Seaton 
Delaval 

Coal Miner (Hewer) 

 

The names are taken from the Seaton Terrace Club and Institute Limited Rose 
and Variety Show prize winners list given on page 3 of The Blyth News and 
Wansbeck Telegraph, August 20, 1907. The ages in 1907 are calculated from the 
age stated in the 1911 Census; the residence and occupation/trade are as stated 
in the 1911 Census.  
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Appendix 6. 

The names, ages, and places of abode of potential members of the Seaton 
Terrace Workmen’s Club and Institute Limited as of April 1914. 

 

Name Age in 1914 Residence Occupation/Trade 
Thomas Richardson 43 Seaton 

Delaval 
Coal miner 

(Hewer) 
William Nicholson 27 Seaton 

Delaval 
Colliery Screen 

Labourer 
John Leslie 45 Seaton 

Delaval 
Coal mine 
onsetter 

William Henry Bird 45 Cramlington Stationery 
Engineman at 

coal mine. Above 
ground 

George Watson 65 Seaton 
Delaval 

Coal miner 
(retired) 

Martin Kennedy 54 Seaton 
Delaval 

Colliery cartman. 
Above ground 

William Wake 46 Seaton 
Delaval 

Coal miner 
(Hewer) 

William Brady 38 Seghill Coal miner. 
Master shifter 

James Armour 29 Seaton 
Delaval 

Coal Miner 
(Hewer) 

William Harrison 21 Seaton 
Delaval 

Farm Labourer 

Charles Boll 55 Seaton 
Delaval 

Coal Miner 
(Hewer) 

 

 

The names are taken from the Seaton Terrace Club and Institute Limited Rose 
and Variety Show prize winners list given on page 5 of The Newcastle Daily 
Journal, April 20, 1914. The ages in 1914 are calculated from the age stated in the 
1911 Census; the residence and occupation/trade are as stated in the 1911 
Census.  
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Appendix 7. 

Census Year                                  1911                             1921 

Village                                           Males     Members        Males    Members 

Backworth                      991        937                588          856 

Earsdon                           n/a           n/a                1074        1190 

Seaton Delaval               963         885               1010        1200 

Seaton Sluice                   433         240               486            424 

New Hartley                      n/a          n/a                776            524 

Seghill                               n/a         n/a                 498            620 

 

The data above is as follows: 

Males – fifty percent of the male population figures for each village in the Seaton 

district. 

Members – the total membership numbers for each club as per Appendix 2.  

Note : 1. The club at Seaton Delaval is the Seaton Terrace Workmen’s Club and 

Institute Limited. 

           2. The Comrades of the Great War (Seghill Branch) and Comrades of the 

Great War (New Hartley Branch) have been left out of the calculations.  
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