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together according to their neighbors. The consistory records also show that some of
the disciplinary practices fostered by the religious and civil authorities had percolated
through the community, as was the case, for instance, when Genevan inhabitants rep-
rimanded their neighbors for public swearing or blasphemy. However, though Watt
points to the 1536 public vote in Geneva to adopt the Reformation, adding that “the
fact remains that Genevans collectively chose the Reformed faith” (68), it is important
to remember that this decision only reflected the views of some Genevans, since non-
citizens and women were not eligible to vote.

In various chapters, but particularly in the one on sex and marriage, Watt discusses
the impact of the consistory on women. Susannah Lipscomb’s recent study The Voices
of Nîmes: Women, Sex, & Marriage in Reformation Languedoc (Oxford University
Press, 2019) made the case that women in southern France deliberately made use of
their local consistory to advance their own cause, especially when it came to enforcing
promises to marry. Watt’s assessment of the Genevan evidence is more cautious. While
he noted that the consistory was equally ready to chastise men and women when it
came to illicit sexuality, he underscored that the Genevan consistory’s patriarchal mind-
set left women vulnerable, especially in instances of domestic abuse or sexual assault.
Furthermore, the consistory’s insistence on reconciliation in cases of conflict could
pressure women to make peace with someone who had used force against them.

Among the aspects of the consistory’s work that have not received as much attention
in other studies, Watt sheds light on the consistory’s general unwillingness to pursue
people accused of magical practices, because it remained largely skeptical that the
accused genuinely possessed such powers. He also highlights the consistory’s commit-
ment to train up young people (especially young men) to become diligent and produc-
tive members of the community by targeting the idle and the spendthrift.

Watt’s monograph offers early modern historians an accessible and thorough study
of the Genevan consistory’s work. Alongside the ongoing project to publish the last few
volumes of the consistory registers up to 1564, this book lays the ground for further
research on social discipline, both in Geneva and comparatively across other early mod-
ern disciplinary bodies.

Karin Maag
Meeter Center, Calvin University
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Northern European Reformations: Transnational Perspectives.
Edited by James E. Kelly, Henning Laugerud, and Salvador Ryan.
Cham: Palgrave MacMillan, 2020. xvii + 420 pp. £99.99 hardcover;
£94.99 e-book.

This edited volume originates from two workshops hosted by the University of Durham
in the United Kingdom and by the University of Bergen in Norway. The volume is
based on a conviction that “there are a number of noteworthy parallels (and also key
differences) between the experience of the reformations in Denmark-Norway and
Britain and Ireland” and that no comparative studies in English exist (7). The volume
intends to fill this gap.
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The editors also claim that there is a shortage of serious works in English about the
Scandinavian reformations apart from a couple of “entry point” works (7), such as the
recently published second volume of The Cambridge History of Scandinavia, edited by
E. I Kouri and J. E. Olesen (Cambridge University Press, 2016), and my edited volume
The Scandinavian Reformation (Cambridge University Press, 1995). I am afraid that this
is not the case. Apart from a number of articles in international journals, we have the
works of Oskar Garstein (Rome and the Counter-Reformation in Scandinavia,
1533-1622, [Brill, 1992]; and Rome and the Counter-Reformation in Scandinavia,
1622-1656, [Brill, 1992]) and Paul Lockhart (Denmark, 1513-1660: The Rise and the
Decline of a Renaissance Monarchy [Oxford University Press, 2007])—both cited by
contributors to this volume—as well as Jason Lavery (Reforming Finland [Brill,
2018], the edited work of S. Katajala-Peltomaa and R. M. Toivo (Lived Religion and
the Long Reformation in Northern Europe [Brill, 2016]), and Eva Österberg (“State
Reformation and the People: The Swedish Model in Perspective,” in Gemeinde,
Reformation und Widerstand: Festschrift für Peter Blickle, eds. H. R. Schmidt et al.
[Biblioteca Academica, 1998]). To that can be added a number of more specialized
but highly relevant works, such as Martin Kjellgren’s Taming the Prophets. Astrology
and the Word of God in early Modern Sweden (Sekel Bokförlag, 2011) and articles in
my co-edited volumes with Andrew Cunningham, Medicine, Natural Philosophy and
Religion in Post-Reformation Scandinavia (Routledge, 2017) and Health Care and
Poor Relief in Protestant Europe 1500-1700 (Routledge, 1997), just to mention a few.

As far as Northern European reformations go, this volume has nothing to say about
Finland and very little about Sweden, and then only in a brief comparative sense.
Denmark fares somewhat better, but the volume is focused on Norway, Iceland, the
Orkney Islands, Shetland, and the Celtic nations all arranged in a comparative context.
In reformation terms, these places can only be described as remote and insignificant,
but for fairly obvious reasons they offer good examples of transnational influences.
The book’s fifteen chapters are divided into five sections, which chronologically
cover the period 1520 to 1750, dealing with both the Catholic and Protestant reforma-
tions. This wide topical, geographical, and chronological span has not made the editors’
task any easier, complicated as it is by a constant search for comparative angles. Bearing
in mind that the editors emphasize that the volume is centered around six themes—
some less than distinctive, I am afraid—the fact that the book is divided into only
five sections seems odd.

That the introduction begins with a section on “lost connections,” pointing to the
medieval English influences on Norwegian Catholicism, is telling. The editors clearly
want to argue that the religious and cultural exchange and influence between the
Anglo-Saxon world and the Nordic countries remained important throughout the ref-
ormation period. In that respect, the most convincing contribution is that of Morten
Fink-Jensen, “Reformation across the North Sea,” pointing to the many
Scottish-Danish connections in particular. This was, however, mainly one-way traffic,
involving Scots settling in Denmark, having already become Protestants in Germany
and, in the most important case, trained in Wittenberg by Luther and Melanchthon.
The case remains, however, that the north-south connections between Germany,
Scandinavia, and Britain were the dominant influences that shaped the reformations
in Northern Europe well into the seventeenth century. The significance of Britain for
religious development in Scandinavia became important again from the late seven-
teenth century onwards, as is in evidence in Gina Dahl’s contribution to this volume.
The editors claim that they are not “doing comparative history for the sake of it” (3),

Church History 445

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0009640721001761
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. Open University Library, on 20 Oct 2021 at 14:27:28, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0009640721001761
https://www.cambridge.org/core


but in many of the chapters in this volume the comparative angle strikes me as uncon-
vincing and contrived. Thus, the comparison with Ireland at the end of Jack
Cunningham’s otherwise excellent chapter on Iceland seems out of place, despite claim-
ing that the situation of Iceland and Ireland appeared to be “ostensibly similar” (68).
Some of the parallels drawn by some of the authors in this volume are occasionally
problematic, if not wrong. In his chapter “Another Age Will Damage and Destroy,”
Henrik von Achen claims that the radicalization in Denmark-Norway was religiously
driven while in England under Elizabeth it was intertwined with major political issues.
I am not convinced about the use of the word “radicalisation” in this context.
“Uniformity” is the generally preferred term, and in both countries, this drive towards
uniformity was both politically and religiously determined.

The rationale for a comparison of the counter-reformation in Wales with that of
Norway in James January-McCann’s chapter “Exiles and Activists” seems odd, espe-
cially since the author appears to acknowledge a host of major differences himself
(162). That thirty-five Norwegians attended the Jesuit colleges in Germany between
1533 and 1622 might have had more to do with the low cost and high quality of the
education available there rather than religious conviction at a time when the
Lutheran government of Denmark-Norway had yet to ban its citizens from attending
such institutions. Where Wales received plenty of missionaries from the Jesuit seminars
on the continent, hardly any Norwegian—or for that matter Danish—
Counter-Reformation missionaries can be found, apart from Laurentius Norvegus.
Perhaps it is the significance of the total lack of Danish-Norwegian students at the
Collegium Germanicum in Rome, established for German and Scandinavian students,
that explains why hardly any Counter-Reformation initiatives were directed at Norway.
Rather than filling a gap, this volume underlines the dangers and difficulties in writing
comparative history.

Ole Peter Grell
The Open University
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Alfonso Vagnone’s Tongyou Jiaoyu (On the Education of Children,
c. 1632): The Earliest Encounter of Chinese and Western Pedagogy.
By Giulia Falato. Boston: Brill, 2020. viii + 298 pp. $119.00
hardcover.

Alfonso Vagnone’s Tongyou Jiaoyu is a fascinating text, and Giuliana Falato has done a
fine job of presenting it to Anglophone readers. Falato’s book is divided into two
roughly equal sections: her introduction, which places Vagnone in the context of
both Jesuit and Ming dynasty Chinese pedagogy, and a translation of the text itself.
Her introduction provides a good discussion of the problems the Jesuits faced not
only in translation but also in writing about Christianity itself. The linguistic problems
were formidable. Falato tells us that in the late Ming and Qing dynasties, missionaries
coined 1,000 neologisms.

Vagnone (1568–1640) was one of a number of Jesuits who wrote and published texts
in classical Chinese as part of the missionary enterprise. This genre of texts aims at
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