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ABSTRACT OF THESIS

Alexander Adam was a man of humble origins who achieved 
academic distinction and who spent forty five years teaching 

successive generations of boys in his classroom at the High School 

of Edinburgh. From that classroom there emerged a continuous 

stream of young men who were destined to achieve greatness in all 

walks of life and who were quick to pay tribute to the seminal 

influence which Adam had exerted upon them when they were in his 

charge.

Following a biographical section and an analysis of his 

educational textbooks, one of the main thrusts of this thesis is 

an examination of the writings of many of Adam's former pupils in 

order to try to determine the influence which this outstanding 

teacher exerted. This examination includes the writings of such 

illustrious figures as Lord Brougham, Lord Cockburn, Francis Horner, 

Lord Jeffrey, Dugald Stewart and Sir Walter Scott, men who enjoyed 

national reputations during the Age of Enlightenment, and the 

writings of men whose roles were played on a more localised stage 
within Eighteenth Century Edinburgh.

This leads to a detailed examination of Adam's teaching 

methodology and educational philosophy which appear to have been 

in stark contrast to many contemporary pedagogues and to anticipate 

many later developments. His insistence upon implementing such 

reforms as a broadly-based curriculum and an extra year at school 

alienated him from powerful sections of Edinburgh society including



the Town Council, the University and the Writers to the Signet.

His work for the advancement of his profession is dealt with under 

the 'Schoolmaster's Fund' and, finally, an attempt is made to place 
Adam in the context of contempary society and to assess his 

long-term influence through the work of his former pupils.



STATEMENT

I declare that none of the material on offer in this thesis 
has previously been submitted by myself for a degree or other 

qualification to this or any other institution.
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INTRODUCTION

"It was from this respectable man that I first learned the value of 
the knowledge I had hitherto considered only as a burdensome task." 

(Sir Walter Scott)'*'

"Never was a man more fortunate in the choice of a vocation. He

was born to teach Latin, some Greek, and all virtue."
2(Lord Cockburn)

"No man ever led a more meritorious and serviceable life, and I have

always felt a most agreeable debt of gratitude to him for the love
he gave me in early life for the pursuits which are still my best

source of happiness, as well as for the most valuable impressions
3in all subjects of political opinion." (Francis Horner, M.P.)

"(He).... was one of the very best teachers I ever heard of and by 

far the best I ever knew." (Henry, Lord Brougham)1 2 3 4

1. Sir Walter Scott, Autobiography from Memoirs of The Life of 

Sir Walter Scott, Bart, by J. G. Lockhart (1836), p. 31.

2. Lord Cockburn, Memorials of His Time (1856) p. 4.

3. Quoted in William Steven's History of the High School of 

Edinburgh (1849), p.170.

4. Letter from Lord Brougham to Dr. Steven quoted in Steven's 
History of High School of Edinburgh (1849). p. 171.
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These remarks, by four of the most celebrated figures of the

Scottish Enlightenment, were made about Alexander Adam, LL.D., who
was first associated with their "alma mater", the High School of
Edinburgh, from 1764 or 1765 and who was Rector of that institution,
"much the most important school in the city, and for long periods in

5the eighteenth century...pre-eminent in Scotland", from 1768 until 

his death in 1809.

Nor is it difficult to uncover further glowing tributes to Adam 

by other "alumni" of the "tounis school". Indeed, it would be fair
to claim that during his association with the school, an association 

which encompassed four-and-a-half decades, Adam's seminary produced 

a matchless array of eminent Scotsmen who were only too ready in 
later life to acknowledge the debt of gratitude which they owed to 

this remarkable teacher and intellectual in training their minds and 

shaping their opinions. Adam's "old boys" during this halcyon 

period included a Lord Chancellor, several Secretaries and Under
secretaries of State, a Speaker of the House of Commons, a Keeper of 

the Great Seal and many other politicians, national and local including 

over two dozen Members of Parliament and nine Lord Provosts of 

Edinburgh; a formidable array of legal notables, including Lords 

President of the Court of Session, Lord Advocates, Solicitors General 

for Scotland, a Lord Justice General and at least sixteen Judges of 

the Court of Session; the Governors of Bombay, Canada, Malta, New 

York and the Sindh and other Colonial and European administrators; 5

5. Alexander Law Education in Edinburgh in the Eighteenth Century 

(1965) p. 59.
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three Lords of the Admiralty and a First Sea Lord: twenty Professors,>
five Moderators of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
and a host of other leading figures in academic, administrative,
church, cultural, judicial and military circles. It was "old boys"

of Adam who founded and sustained the Edinburgh Review, it was "old

boys" of Adam who spearheaded the Whig revival in Scotland and it was
Adam's "old boys" who founded, and who played leading roles in, many

of the prestigious clubs with which the capital city of Scotland
0

abounded during these golden days.

It is equally clear from contemporary accounts that there was

nothing particularly inspiring about the overall general quality of

education on offer at the High School during these years in terms of
curriculum, discipline or methodology. Lord Cockburn, so eulogistic

about Dr. Adam, paints a gloomy picture of a school which was more
7noteworthy for its "severity and riotousness" than for its pursuit 

of scholastic excellence. He was taught initially by a man of 

"uncontrolled discipline" and "indiscriminate harshness" and was for 

four years "driven stupid" with "the bodily and mental weariness of 

sitting six hours a day, staring idly at a page, without motion and 

without thought, and trembling at the gradual approach of the 

merciless giant". The "merciless giant" referred to was Alexander 6 7 *

6. For full details see Appendix (1)

7. Lord Cockburn Memorials of His Time, p. 3

8 . Ibid., p. 4



4

Christison, later to be Professor of Humanity at the College of

Edinburgh: Francis Jeffrey's language, predictably, is somewhat
more temperate than that of Cockburn, although Jeffrey's description
of his own first teacher at the High School, Luke Fraser, is scarcely

flattering: "Mr Fraser was a plump, jolly, heavy-looking man, rather

foolish-like as otherwise, and in my opinion, would have made a better
9 ’Landlord than a pedagogue."

Sir Walter Scott was quite prepared to accept some measure of
responsibility for his own academic shortcomings: "I was...an

incorrigibly idle imp, who was always longing to do something else

than what was enjoined him."1*'1 However, Scott's description of a

third High School master, William Nicol - a drinking friend of Burns
and later dismissed from the High School following his physical attack

upon Dr. Adam - is equally vivid: "Worthless, drunken, and inhumanly

cruel to the boys under his charge."11 Scott also singled out the
"system of precedence", an eighteenth century form of streaming, for

attack since it "has the effect of throwing them (boys) into clubs
12and coteries according to the vicinity of the seats they hold" and 9 10 11 12

9. Lord Cockburn Life of Lord Jeffrey (1852) pp 4 - 6

10. Sir Walter Scott Autobiography in J. G. Lockart's Life of Scott, 
p. 29 footnote.

11. Ibid, p 33

12. Ibid. pp. 27 + 28
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concluded, "on the whole, I made a brighter figure in the yards than 
13in the class." This passage in his Autobiography is'followed by

a sincere and moving tribute to Dr Adam in whose class he spent two
evidently happy and rewarding years during 1782 and 1783. The
recorded views of Scott, Cockburn, Jeffrey, Brougham, Horner and many

others would seem to suggest that Adam was an outstanding teacher and,
whilst noting Cockburn's view that "the hereditary evils of the system

14and of the place, were too great for correction even by Adam", one
must counterbalance this by noting the same author's observation that
Adam's "personal and professional qualities were sufficient to sustain,

15and to redeem, any school."

It is my intention, however to demonstrate that Adam was very
much more than an outstanding teacher. I would hope to demonstrate,

I
in addition, that he was a radical educationalist whose theories and 

practices concerning methodology and curriculum brought him into 

bitter conflict, both with his employers, the Town Council of Edinburgh, 
and with the College of Edinburgh and to demonstrate further, that the 

practices he pioneered at the High School ultimately enjoyed success 

and vindication on a larger scale and a broader front than he could 

ever have anticipated. I would hope to demonstrate that as a writer 

and intellectual he played a significant role in sharpening the minds 

and shaping the attitudes of over four thousand pupils who passed 

through his classes between 1764/65-1809 and that his writings added 13 14

13. Ibid p. 29
14. Lord Cockburn Memorials of His Time, p. 10

15. Lord Cockburn Life of Lord Jeffrey, p. 4
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further lustre to the period of cultural ferment known as the 

Edinburgh Enlightenment. Finally, that his own radical political 
views left an indelible mark upon many of the impressionable young 
men who passed through his seminary and which, arguably, reached their 

apogee when one of his most celebrated former pupils, Lord Brougham, 
was Lord Chancellor in Lord Grey's Government when the Reform Act 

took its place on the statute books on 7th June, 1832.

One of the main difficulties in making Alexander Adam an object 

of research is that, whilst a great deal has been written about him, 

much of the source material is of a very fragmentary and esoteric 

nature and my subject lacks a credible biographer. A biography, 
entitled An Account of the Life and Character of Alexander Adam, LL.D, 
by Alexander Henderson appeared in 1810, the year following Adam's 

death. However, this tome, although doubtless well-intentioned, is 

the work of a very grateful, seventeen or eighteen year old former 
pupil, and needs to be treated with great circumspection, not least 

because of various proven inaccuracies of fact but, more seriously, 

because of Henderson's disconcerting habit of ascribing comments and 

opinions to Dr. Adam, without bothering to offer proof by way of 

quoting his sources. A much more trustworthy account of Adam's life 

and career is to be fo.und in the History of the High School of 

Edinburgh (1849) by Dr. William Steven which, whilst by no means 

comprehensive, does include extracts from Adam's own MS Memoranda 

(1801) and his extensive correspondence. The only other biographical 

extracts appear in The Dictionary of National Biography, a Neglected 

Biography in the Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823, Volume 7, 
pp 399-429 which draws heavily from the work by Alexander Henderson,
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and a short biography by Robert Chambers in Lives of Illustrious 

Scotsmen (1834). Dr. Steven refers to a Life of Dr. Adam by the 
Rev. John Ramsay, Minister of Gladsmuir which was prepared for 
publication but which was never printed^ Unhappily, this work and, 
indeed, Adam's own MS Memoranda have not yet come to light.

It is my intention to provide a full biography of Adam. I 
intend to consider his work as a classical scholar for which, 

ultimately he enjoyed an international reputation. I shall be 
examining his teaching philosophies and practices in detail and 
attempting to assess his influence in matters of curriculum and 

methodology. I shall be looking at his political views and the 

extent to which he influenced his pupils and shall attempt to place 
him in contemporary Edinburgh society and in the context of the 
Edinburgh Enlightenment. Finally, I will be attempting to establish 

that the range of educational stimuli bn offer in Alexander Adam's 

classroom constituted an integral part of the overall educational 
experience for the four thousand young men who came under his 

influence, many of whom went onto play leading roles in the Edinburgh 

Enlightenment and for whom the year, or two years, spent under Adam, 

provided them with their first taste of intellectual vigour and 

integrity. Adam, I will argue, provided these young men with an 

early and essential step along the road to their own intellectual 

development and intellectual freedom.

In compiling my own research to date, I have consulted the

16. Dr. W. Steven History of the High School of Edinburgh, p.172
footnote.
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biography by Henderson and the relevant sections of Steven's work; 

the Adam collection in the Archives of The Royal High School of 
Edinburgh, which contains the manuscripts of all his published works 
and some of his correspondence; a further collection of his 
correspondence which is kept in the Special Manuscript Collection of 

the National Library of Scotland and which has not previously been 
published; the Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, the Minutes 
of Senatus of the University of Edinburgh and the Minutes of Sederunt 
of the Governors of George Watson's Hospital (1756-1774); the Nicol 

of Ballogie Papers (National Register of Archives, Scotland Survey 
0060) which include Adam's account of a trip to the Lowlands and 

France in 1771 to study teaching methods, which has not previously 

been published and a substantial collection of the letters of 
Alexander Adam (1753-1809) and of his son, Walter (1806-1855): and, 

finally, in the autobiographies and reminiscences of a large number 

of former pupils who were, to a man, enthusiastic and eulogistic about 

Adam, his scholarship, his teaching methods, his integrity and his 

ability to provide them with a "modus vivendi."
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C H A P T E R  T W O  

BIOGRAPHY

(i) Early Life

Alexander Adam was born on the 24th June, 1741 at a small farm 

in an obscure hamlet called Coats of Burgie in the parish of Rafford 
and County of Moray. It remains to be determined what impressions 
formed themselves upon the mind of a sensitive five-year-old by being 

witness to the devastating aftermath of the Battle of Culloden, the 
last, and arguably the cruellest and most unevenly matched, battle 

ever fought on British soil. Alexander’s father, John Adam, rented 

one of those small farms which, at that time, proliferated in the 
North of Scotland and the family circumstances, although respectable, 

were unpropitious.

His parents "were, however, in such circumstances as enabled

them to make good their determination of keeping their son at school,

till such time as he should be entitled to become a claimant for a

bursary, to enable him to prosecute his studies at one of the

Universities."^ Indeed, John and Christian Adam "had a pretty

numerous family of children, on all of whom they bestowed a suitable 
2education" and, in so doing, displayed all the durability and 1

1. Alexander Henderson An Account of the Life and Character of 
Alexander Adam, LL.D (1810) pp. 12 and 13.

2. Ibid, Appendix p.ix Letter to Henderson from the Rev. Mr. 
Stephen, Rafford Manse, 16th July 1810.



determination which have been hallmarks of the small farmer since
time immemorial. In his more affluent days, Adam never hesitated
to recur to his origin; "and he has been heard to say that, before
he left his father's house, he had occasionally appeared in the

character of a neat-herd....," although "it turns out that, in

taking charge of his father's cattle, young Adam only followed the
whim of a day or two; and it does not appear that he adopted this

3rural profession from necessity."

He was taught to read at a dame's school in the neighbourhood 

where he "discovered an early propensity for literary pursuits. 

Accordingly, as soon as he could travel the distance, he was sent 
to the parochial school of Rafford, where his industry as a scholar, 
(which was unremitted and indefatigable) accompanied by a regular 

and obliging deportment, recommended him very highly to the confidence
4and favour of his teacher." His teacher at the parish school of 

Rafford, George Fiddes, was evidently much impressed by his pupil's 
ability and application and encouraged his parents to let Alexander 

try Latin, a subject where he displayed immediate promise, "though *** 

occasionally retarded by being kept from school to tend his father's 

sheep. From the noise in the family apartment in the evening, his 

chief time of study was in the early morning, when his mother rose to

10

3. Henderson, Life of Adam, p.13

4. Ibid. Appendix p.ix.
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spin wool with her maids by the light of bituminous fir produced 

from the peat mosses."^

Despite the constraints imposed upon the young classical scholar

by domestic circumstances, his progress in Latin was so rapid that,
according to James Pillans (Adam's successor as Rector of the High
School and later Professor of Humanity at the University of Edinburgh),

"he (Adam) learned what Latin the parish schoolmaster could teach
him, and had read the whole of Livy before he was sixteen, chiefly in

0
the early morning by the light of splinters of bcgwood." This 

hard-earned ability was given practical expression for "when not quite 

fifteen, being considered the best scholar in the school, he was 

chosen to supply the temporary absence of the neighbouring teacher 
of Edinkillie; where he was able to maintain his superiority, though 

there were some boys in the school older than himself, and one or two
7of them reading Virgil."

Domestic circumstances worsened appreciably during 1756. "His 

father, about this time, incautiously made a very disadvantageous 

exchange of his farm, and, besides a failure of his crop, lost nearly 

all of his sheep and many of his cattle. The spirit and activity of

5. William Steven, History of the High School of Edinburgh (1864) 

Appendix No. VI, p.56 (based upon Adam's MS Memoranda).

6. Dictionary of National Biography, Volume 1 (1908).
Article on Adam by James Pillans.

7. Steven's History of the High School. Appendix No.VI, page 56.
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his mother alone prevented him being taken from school, and set to 

field work with his brothers. For nearly a year his attention was 
much interrupted by being at times obliged to assist in the labour of

Qthe farm." The winter of 1756-57 saw Adam acting as schoolmaster 

for the school of Alves whilst the master, Mr. Joseph Anderson, later 

Minister of Birnie, was at the University of Aberdeen.

Adam was now very ambitious himself to go to College but, because

of the losses which his parents had sustained during the previous
winter, they could not afford the necessary expenses and, consequently

he was forced to compete for a bursary at Marischal College, Aberdeen.

He was not successful in this attempt. According to one source, "he

was "spun", as it is termed in our English academies; in other words,
ghe proved deficient in the Latin language." It seems probable that, 

in Steven's words, "he....was unsuccessful from having been 

unaccustomed to write Latin"^ and he was advised to return home in 
order to study for a further year under George Fiddes before attempting 

the bursary again. According to contemporaries, this failure was 

deeply-felt and, in a letter to Alexander Henderson, the Reverend 

Duncan Stephen writes of this period. "Disappointed in his laudable 

views, he returned home to his friends; and, aware that, without some 

adventitious aid, they were not in circumstances to defray the expense

8. Steven's History of the High School. Appendix No. VI, page 56.

9. Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823. Volume 7, p.400.

10 Steven's History of the High School, Appendix No. 6 p.56.



13

of his education at college, and being averse to engage in

agricultural employment, he felt much dejected, and at a loss to
determine in what manner he should best conduct his future career.
While in this dilemma, his teacher, (Mr. George Fiddes), hearing

that his favourite pupil had taken his disappointment so deeply to
heart, sent for him, and gave him every possible encouragement to
prosecute his studies. As an inducement to this, he left Mr. Adam

in charge of his school for the winter session of 1756-7, while he

fulfilled an engagement which he had made to superintend the studies
11of a young gentleman at the University." Whether or not Adam was 

seriously contemplating teaching as a career at this stage, he had 

already amassed a volume of pedagogic experience unusual for one so 

young.

In the event, Adam was not required to re-sit the Aberdeen 

bursary competition. He had written to the Rev. James Watson, 
Minister of the Canongate Kirk, Edinburgh and a cousin of Adam's 

father, asking for assistance and he had been recommended to that 

gentleman also by the Rev. Duncan Shaw, Minister of Rafford. James 

Watson sent the following favourable reply in a letter dated 12th 

October 1757, "I will for the sake of your parents, for whom I have 

a very great regard, do for you all that lies in my power: only if 

you are not willing to undergo any hardships for a season, I should 

not advise you to seek your fortune any where from home. If you 

can resolve on this, come up to this place immediately upon receiving

11. Henderson's Life of Adam. Appendix pp. ix and x.
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this and I doubt not but it may be in my power to put you in a way

of getting bread. I expect that you will not hesitate because I
have spoken of hardships; and the first you must undergo is to travel
to this place, when the winter is coming on; but this is necessary,

12because the Colleges meet very soon." Given Adam's track record 

of hard work under adverse circumstances, Watson's admonitions about 
hardships were unnecessary. Adam set out on foot for Edinburgh and 

arrived in the capital city early in November, 1757.

(ii) Student Days in Edinburgh

. In the Rev. James Watson, Adam discovered a true friend and 

benefactor. Ordained in 1745, and a Minister of the Canongate from 
1752 until his death in 1763, Watson had spent some years as Master 

of George Watson's Hospital, he had extensive contacts within the 

intellectual and religious circles of Edinburgh and was highly 
regarded for "his shrewdness and great knowledge of the world" and his 

capacity to "teach sound lessons of morality." With the death of 

his father early in 1758, Adam was clearly in need of a protector and, 

true to his word, Watson did all he could for his young relative.

He introduced Adam to Professors Stuart and Hunter, the professors of 

Latin and Greek at the College of Edinburgh, whose classes he attended; 

he procured for him private teaching so that he could eke out the 

| small funds he had brought from the North; "and further, allowed him

12.

13.

Steven's, History of the High School. Appendix No. VI, p.57. 

H. Scott, Fasti Ecclesiae Scoticanae (1915) Volume 1, p.25.
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during winter to occupy his country house, which stood where the
14barracks now are at Piershill."

Although sustained by the support and advice of his paternal 

relative, the first two years of his college life were scarcely 

glamorous. Indeed, these years were attended by quite severe 
privation since he was determined to live on his own resources, and 

the little which he obtained by private teaching, rather than make 
continual applications to James Watson. In his biography of Adam, 

Henderson paints a colourful, if exaggerated, account of Adam's student 

hardships and cites Luke Fraser, a master at the High School, and 

Robert Blair of Avontown, Lord President of the Court of Session and 
a pupil of Adam in 1764/65, as his sources. .Adam's own account of 
his student days still make rather depressing reading. He lodged at 

first in Mr. Watson's country house in the village of Restalrig, and 

afterwards with a neighbouring gardener.

"The gardener was a Seceder, a very industrious man, who had 

family worship very punctually morning and evening; in which I 

cordially joined, and alternately said prayers. After breakfast I 

went to town to attend my classes and my private pupil. For dinner 

I had three small coarse loaves called baps, which I got for a 

pennyfarthing. As I was now always dressed in my very best clothes 

I was ashamed to buy these from a baker in the street. I therefore 

went down to a baker's in the middle of a close. I put them in my

14. Steven, Appendix No. 6, p.57.
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pocket, and went up some public staircase to eat them, without either
beer or water. In this,manner I lived at the rate of little more

15than fourpence a day, including every thing."

The kindness displayed by the Reverend Watson to his young

relative was both constant and practical. "The young student had...
the advantage of dining at Mr. Watson's table, and of preparing his

lessons under the superintendance of the worthy Minister of the
16

Canongate, till after tea, when he went to Piershill." In
addition, he (Watson) helped to find a succession of private pupils

for his kinsman, several of whom became men of influence in later

life. "It was at this period, that, in his capacity of private
teacher, he began to assist Mr. Macconochie (afterwards Lord
Meadowbank, and a senator of the College of Justice), while he himself

17attended the "logic class" of the University." According to

Steven, Adam was "engaged as domestic tutor at Carron Hall near
Falkirk with his two earliest pupils (the late Major-General Thomas

18Dundas and Charles Dundas, M.P.)" during the early part of 1758. 15 16 17 18

15. Alexander Adam MS Memoranda quoted in Steven's History of the 

High School of Edinburgh, p.110.

16. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh,. Appx. No.VI, 

p. 57.

17. Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823, Volume 7, p.400.

18. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, App. No. VI, 
p . 57.
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A letter from James Watson to Adam, dated 22nd July 1758, gives some 

impression of the advice, moral, spiritual and educational, that, 
clearly, was imparted with regularity and refers explicitly to the 

appointment at Carron Hall.

"I am glad that you are so agreeably situated; exert yourself 
to profit the family in which you are, and I am hopeful that will 

also please, and if you find yourself straitened in any thing, let 

me know.

^ Take care of the company you keep, and of what you say; avoid 

all intimacy with servants, especially with females of all sorts; 
an-d fail not to implore the direction of Providence, which is the only 
sure guide. I have not the honour of being acquainted with your 

family; none want their enemies, and they may have theirs; if you 

meet with any such, never join to speak evil, less or more, of those 
at whose charge you live, for it is base. Be too liberal in praise 

to none, lest you seem to flatter.

((Forget not your own improvement, for now is the season; only, take

care of your health; neither apply all to your head, but whilst it

is enlightened, study to have the heart made better. Apply to the

Greek and Latin, and read books in order. It is not to read much,
19but to understand well, that I would advise you to apply" (for a 19

19. Collected correspondence of Alexander Adam, compiled by the
researcher, Appendix 2, number 2.
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catalogue of Adam's correspondence, please see Appendix 2). This 

was not the last sound, sensible advice which the Reverend Watson was 

to give his relation.

Details of Adam's career at the College of Edinburgh are somewhat 

meagre. According to his biographer, Henderson, "he entered the
20logic class in the University of Edinburgh on the 4th November 1758"

and, thanks to the Reverend Watson's introduction, he pursued Latin
with Professor George Stuart and Greek with Professor Robert Hunter.

According to one source, "he had free admission to the college 
21lectures" and this statement appears to be validated by the

following episode. Adam attended Adam Ferguson's Natural Philosophy

Class between 1759-60 and, owing to Adam's parlous financial state of
affairs, Ferguson waived the customary fee. This is corroborated in

a letter from Ferguson to Adam of 2nd October, 1783 which contains

the following footnote in Adam's handwriting: "I had attended Dr.
Ferguson, the first year he taught the Natural Philosophy Class -

1759/1760, gratis. Two years after, when in Watson's Hospital, I

offered him a fee, but he would not accept it. When his son, Adam,

came to my class in the High School I requested he would allow me to

return his favour: but next year when I sent back his first quarter,
22I received this letter." Ferguson's letter says: "I must insist 20 21 22

20. Henderson, Account of the Life of Alexander Adam, pp. 15+16.

21. Dictionary of National Biography, Volume 1 (1908).

22. Letter from Adam Ferguson to Alexander Adam, 2nd October 1783. 

Collected correspondence, Appendix 2, number 27.
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on not seeing the enclosed (fee) any more and that matters may 
proceed for this year in the ordinary way. I wish that I were a 
great Prince with a great Revenue and fewer outlets for money that 
I might deal more nearly in proportion to what I think of Peoples 

merits."2^

This letter is interesting for two reasons. Firstly, it gives

some indication of the high regard in which Adam was held by Adam

Ferguson, one of the principal adornments of the Scottish
Enlightenment. Secondly, it highlights Adam's habit of making notes

on the letters he received and, very often, an indication of the

reply he was going to make. Curiously, his biographer, Henderson,
reached the conclusion that Adam was a poor correspondent: "He does
not appear, at any time in his life, to have carried on an extensive

epistolary correspondence....As Dr. Adam advanced in years, his
24aversion to letter-writing increased." Whilst much of Adam's 

correspondence was, naturally, not available for Henderson's perusal 

in 1810 (the year following Adam's death and the year of the Biography) 

the biographer seems to have been a little naive in assuming that so 

successful an author would not have possessed an extensive circle of 

correspondents. 23 24

23. Letter from Adam Ferguson to Alexander Adam, 2nd October 1783. 

Collected correspondence, Appendix 2, number. 27.

24. Henderson, Life of Alexander Adam, pp. 66+67.
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The only other information we have in connection with these early

student years in Edinburgh is gleaned from the Minutes of "The
Newtonian Society", an association of young men who, in the main, were
attending classes at the College and for whom Adam acted for some time

as secretary. This institution appears to have been typical of those

categorised by Anand Chitnis as "the clubs and societies founded by
students on the basis of the education they received in certain
classrooms....meetings took the form followed by virtually all the

student groups - a paper was read and discussed, and a debate then

took place on another subject. The range of topics covered was
25history, politics, legislation and general literature...." Natural

Philosophy appears to have been the common denominator which drew

together the members of The Newtonian Society. According to the
preface to their twenty-two "laws", "We the underwritten, considering

the advantages and pleasure that may accrue to us, from a more close

application to the study of natural philosophy, have resolved to form

ourselves into a society under the name of the Newtonian Society, upon
26the following establishment." There follows a list of the 

membership which indicates that Samuel Charters, David Wilkie, Robert 

Hamilton, Richard Nasmith and Henry Hunter were the founding fathers 

of this institution in May, 1760 and that they were joined by Alexander 

Adam and William Smellie in June of that year. 25 26

25. Anand Chitnis, The Scottish Enlightenment (1976), pp. 207+208

26. Notebook of Minutes of Newtonian Society. MS University 
Library, Edinburgh (April 30th, 1760).
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The laws of the Newtonian Society provided "that the number of
27 •ordinary members be restricted to thirty" (Law 21) and, indeed,

the membership list of this association, which folded at some point
in 1764, contains twenty nine names. In addition, "that there be

a weekly meeting of the Society for hearing discourses, and

discussing questions, on Saturdays at 12 o'clock, or any other time
the Society shall think proper" (Law 1) and "that at every meeting

one of the members, in order of the catalogue, deliver a discourse

on some subject on natural philosophy, that he intimate the subject
of his discourse the meeting immediately preceeding the delivery of 

29it" (Law 4). Provision was made for "an extraordinary meeting

on the first Wednesday of every month for the discussion of private
30business" (Law 10) and "an anniversary meeting on Sir Isaac Newton's

birthday (January 5th) when an oration is to be delivered in memory

of that great philosopher" (Law 11). The rules also prescribed

"that none can be admitted as members who have not gone through a
32regular course of natural philosophy" (Law 14). It seems probable 

that the enthusiasm engendered by Adam Ferguson's lectures at the 

College of Edinburgh in natural philosophy was the main influence in 

the foundation of the Newtonian Society. 27 28 29 30 31 32

27. Notebook of Minutes of Newtonian Society. MS University 

Library, Edinburgh (April 30th, 1760).

28. Ibid.

29. Ibid.
30. Ibid.
31. Ibid.

32. Minute Book of Newtonian Society, 1760-64.
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It seems equally clear that once elected a member on June 21st, 

1760, Adam became an active and enthusiastic member of the club.
33He discoursed on 6th December, 1760 "on the figure of the earth"

(and proved it to be globular) and on 27th December, 1760 "on the
34motion of the earth both diurnally and nocturnally." From the

Minutes it appears that the Society operated a procedure whereby the
principal speaker one week acted as President (Chairman) at the

following meeting. Adam was elected Secretary of the Newtonian

Society on February, 14th, 1761 but this did not preclude his
discoursing at regular intervals, sic: May 8th, 1761 "on the motion

of the Earth;" December 11th, 1761, "on the ancients '• method of

fortifying towns;" November 27th, 1763, "on gunnery" and February
3518th, 1764, "on the sublime."

Interesting as these Minutes are in giving some insight into the 

proceedings of a group of under-graduates, the Minutes restrict 

themselves, in the main, to a list of speakers and motions, rather 

than conveying the ebb and flow of debate or indicating which members 

espoused particular causes. Bearing in mind the course of Adam's 

career and the difficulties he later encountered, politically and 

educationally, it would be pertinent to have had recorded his 

viewpoint on the following eight "miscellaneous questions" which were 

among the forty-nine debated by the Newtonian Society during its 33 34

33. Minute Book of Newtonian Society, 1760-64.

34. Ioid.

35. Ibid.
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brief career:

" 4. Whether translations be useful in learning' the languages?

6. Whether a Democratical or Monarchical form of government 
be preferable?

15. May Liberty be defended at the expense of Virtue?

17. Whether is severity or moderation the best or most 
effectual method for a government to use in restraining 

vice and promoting virtue?

21. Is Toleration in Religion consistent with good Policy?

23. Whether is travelling a necessary part of polite 

education?

41. Whether is open rebellion in any case justifiable?

Or can any provocation justify the subject for putting 
their prince to death?

46. Whether is the liberty of the Press of advantage to 

England?"36

Adam's period of membership of the Newtonian Society overlapped 

with the end of his formal education and his appointment as 

Schoolmaster of George Watson's Hospital (The Minutes of the 

Newtonian Society, which are held in manuscript form in the University 

Library of Edinburgh, have not previously been published but appear 

in full as Appendix 3). He never graduated formally from the 

College of Edinburgh but, rather, elected to pursue this new 

opportunity. * 3

36. Minute Book of the Newtonian Society. Please see Appendix

3 for a fuller account of the proceedings of this Society.
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(iii) Schoolmaster at George Watson's Hospital

It seems probable that Adam's protective relation, the Reverend 
James Watson, exercised some benign influence with the Governors 

of George Watson's Hospital since he had himself commenced his 

career as Master of that institution, although the Master was not 
responsible for teaching at Watson's between 1741-1771. However, 
the Minutes of Sederunt of the Governors of George Watson's Hospital 

(1756-1774) make clear that Adam was only one of several applicants 

for the position and had to take part in a comparative trial. The 

vacancy arose when the Governors turned down a request from the 

incumbent, Mr. Hastie, for a pay rise from twenty to thirty pounds 

per annum. Following the disillusioned Mr. Hastie's resignation, 
the Governors met at John's Coffee House on the 30th April, 1760 

where the "Treasurer reported that he had advertised the vacancy of 

a schoolmaster in the Hospital as appointed by the last meeting 

(3. 4. 1760) and...acquainted the Governors that several candidates 
were applying for the office, viz - Mr. George Drummond late Doctor 

of the Grammar School at Musselburgh, Mr. Alexander Adam presently 

in Mr. Macconochie's Writers family, Mr. Grant and Mr. Stewart. The 

meeting thereupon appointed the Chairman (James Stuart) the Reverend 

Doctor Cuming and Doctor McQueen, Baillie John Forrest and Baillie 

Alexander Scott (whereof 3 a Quorum and thé Chairman Convener) a 

Committee to enquire into the character and to take trial of the 

qualifications of the above candidates, and to report their opinion 

as to the person whom they judge best qualified for the office to
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the meeting of the Governors upon the second Monday of May next."

At their next meeting on 12th May, 1760 in Watson's Hospital, 
the Governors "unanimously elected Mr. Alexander Adam, one of the 

candidates, Schoolmaster of the Hospital for six months ensuring 

that they may have in that time a more certain proof of his abilities 
and conduct for discharging that office with a salary of 20 pounds 

per annum without any further gratuity whatsoever; and Mr. Adam 

being called in his Election was intimated to him and he accepted 
of the office and was qualified by taking the oath enjoined by the

OQ.statutes." It seems that the Governors were a little concerned

at Adam's youth, (he was still only nineteen, and, in a spirit of

caution, decided to confirm him in office only after a six month
trial period. In addition, the Governors were probably influenced

in their caution by the fact that "the boys of that valuable

institution (George Watson's Hospital) had for some time been under 
39slack discipline" and wished to reassure themselves that Adam had 

the capacity to rectify this situation. Adam's first teacher, George 

Fiddes was clearly delighted at his protege's success as his letter 

of the 22nd May, makes clear. "I...am glad to hear that you are

37 '

37. Minutes of Sederunt of the Governors of George Watson's 

Hospital (1756-1774) 30. 4. 1760. 38 39

38. Ibid. 12. 5. 1760.

39. Steven, History of the High School of Edinburgh. Appendix

No. VI, P. 58.
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carried forward with your education in such an agreeable manner as

you mention. Now, I cannot but congratulate you upon your late
success in getting into business, which will give you an opportunity

40of prosecuting your studies at a small and trifling expense."

The probabionary period passed to the evident satisfaction of

the Governors at least. From their meeting in Watson's Hospital on
the 10th November, 1760 the following Minutes appeared: "The meeting

taking into consideration what is above represented and also
considering the favourable report made upon the 11th August last by

the Reverend Ministers upon visiting the School, and Dr, McQueen

being present and declaring his satisfaction with Mr. Adam's method

of teaching and management of the boys, they unanimously agreed to
continue Mr. Adam schoolmaster in the Hospital during the Governors'

pleasure, with a salary of 20 pounds per annum without any further

gratuity whatever; and Mr. Adam being called in this was intimated

to him, with suitable exhortations to continue his diligence in
41discharging the duties of his office." A further satisfactory 

report appeared in the Minutes of the Governors' Meeting held at the 

school on 10th August, 1761. "The Reverend Doctor McQueen reported 40 41

40. Letter quoted in Steven's History of the High School of 

Edinburgh, p.lll. (Appendix 2, Number 4).

41. Minutes of Sederunt of the Governors of George Watson's 

Hospital (1756-1774) 10th November, 1760.
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that he and the monthly visitors had lately visited the school and
taken trial of the boys and were well satisfied with their proficiency

42in the several parts of their education."

It would appear from an examination of the Minutes of the

Governors of Watson's Hospital that the schoolmaster was accountable
to his employers on a much more regular and structured basis than that

which obtains even today. Details of a monthly inspection rota

appear in the Minutes of Meetings on 16th November, 1761 and the 15th

November, 1762. Evidently, it was standard practice at George

Watson's Hospital for two of the Governors to visit the school every

month to ensure that the incumbent and his charges were performing in

a satisfactory manner. This was in addition to the more formal
inspection of the boys' academic progress which took place each

October. From the Minutes of the Governors' Meeting on 2nd August,

1763 it emerges that this annual inspection was carried out by a
substantial number of the governing body: "The Governors recommended.

..the Reverend Ministers, Bailie Hutton, William Callender, Hugh

Hamilton and John Grieve with the President (Alexander Brown) and

Treasurer (John Tod) to examine the boys as to their proficiency in
43the several parts of their education, and to report." Such a large 

number of examiners at so small an institution as Watson's Hospital, - 42 43

42. Minutes of Sederunt of George Watson's Hospital (1756-1774), 

10th August, 1761.

43. Ibid, 2nd August, 1773.
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"it began with 12 boys and by 1746 there seem to have been...24 in 

residence.... in 1755 the Governors decided to limit the number to 

40"^ seems, today, suspiciously like overkill.

Whatever Adam's thoughts were concerning the high incidence of

such visitations and "trials" - and there is no reason to suppose
that he welcomed such incursions any more eagerly than other members

of his profession over the decades - he appears to have emerged from

successive ordeals with flying colours. Steven concludes that, in
spite of the poor discipline that had apparently been prevalent under

Adam's predecessor, "although their new teacher had considerable

difficulty in bringing them into order; but in a short time he

succeeded so effectually that his new wards became remarkable for
45their good behaviour." According to the Minutes of Watson's 

Hospital for the 8th November, 1762: "The Governors, having heard a 

report by the Reverend Mr. McQueen and John Dunsmuir of an examination 

of the boys, upon the different branches of their education, wherein 
they expressed their satisfaction with the boys' proficiency, and 

proposed that the Governors lay out 30 shillings upon books...upon 

boys who shall be judged deserving the more to excite their diligence; 

the meeting agreed thereto, and authorized the Treasurer to purchase 44 45

44. Alexander Law, Education in Edinburgh in the Eighteenth Century 

(1965) p.109.

45. Steven, History of the High School of Edinburgh, Appendix 

No. VI, p.58.
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| the books, and' distribute them as directed by the visitors."~r~
Adam's final inspection at Watson's Hospital elicited an almost 
identical encomium. "The Committee appointed last meeting to visit 
the school gave their report in writing; that they had examined the 

boys and were pleased with their proficiency in the different parts 

of their education and were of the opinion that to encourage an 
emulation amongst the boys, books to the value of 30 shillings should 

be distributed amongst the most deserving, which the Governors 

approved of, and appointed the same to be done."46 47 48

Although the number of boys on the roll was comparatively small

at Watson's Hospital during this period - a maximum of forty pupils ;
compared with a maximum of one hundred and forty at Heriot's Hospital,
the largest of Edinburgh's four Hospital schools - the work would have

been demanding, since the school "had until 1768 only one schoolmaster 
48on the staff." Adam's duty was "to teach them (the boys) to read 

English and the Latin tongue, in so far as the Governors shall think 

fit they should be taught within the Hospital; and, if they can, 

likewise teach them writing, arithmetic in all its parts, and

46. Minutes of Sederunt of George Watson's Hospital, 8th 

November, 1762.

47. Minutes of Sederunt of George Watson's Hospital (1756-17741. 

3rd October, 1763.

48. Law, Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century, p. 121.
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f book-keeping, and all the common parts of vocal music." The daily 

schedule laid down in the Watson's Minutes of 3rd April, 1772 gives
iclear evidence of how demanding the schoolmaster's job was: "7

Prayers and thereafter classes until 9: 9-10 breakfast; 10-12

schools; 12-2 dinner and recreation; 2-4 schools; 4-8 recreation

except for prayers (6 p.m.) and special classes for selected boys
(boys who showed "an extraordinary genius for letters" could be given

grants to enable them to proceed to the College of Edinburgh); 8 p.m.
50supper; by 10. p.m. all in bed."

Despite the rigours of this daily schedule, Adam still found

time for private study. According to Henderson, "as a proof of how

ardently he embraced every opportunity of adding to his knowledge of
ancient lore while he resided in Watson's Hospital, it has been stated

that he read the entire histories of Herodotus, Thucydides, and
51Xenophon, as well as all the works of Cicero and Livy." His 

relative, James Watson, continued to send him good advice and the 
following suggested "reading list", "With respect to your studies, 

beware - of reading at random whatever comes in your way. Plays, 

romances and novels are a good amusement, but let them never engross 

your time or thought. What you have got of the languages and sciences 

be careful to retain and improve, nor would I have you to meddle with 

any more, at least for sometime. For the English you may read 

Young's Night Thoughts. For the Latin, your work in School may be 49 50 51

49

49. Law, Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century, p. 121.
50. Watson's Minutes, 3rd April 1772, quoted in Law, p.134.
51. Henderson, Life of Adam, p.20.
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sufficient: only, as one Class cannot stay upon one author so long

as to read the whole, cause the next Class read what they have missed 
or left. Shun to read the same things in different Classes.
Accustom yourself to the making of Latin. As for the Greek, read 

Josephus and the New Testament. For the French, read the Ancient 

History, as you proposed. Lose not what you have of the Hebrew: as 

to books, you have no choice in this article.

(I As to the sciences, you should read Locke over and over.

Review the books you have read in Mathematics. For Natural

Philosophy, you may read Derham's Physico-Theology and for the Moral

Philosophy, read Tillotson's Sermons. You propose to prosecute the

study of Divinity, and I would have you begin with reading Bishop
Wilkin's Principles. The most of these books I can give you, and

52the rest may be found among your acquaintances."

William Steven, the first historian of the High School of 

Edinburgh, also adduces proof that Adam attempted to implement this 

rather daunting workload of private study whilst continuing to 

discharge his duties as schoolmaster at Watson's Hospital. "From 

papers in the Rector's handwriting, evidently not designed for the 

public eye, and still preserved by his family, it appears that while 

Master of George Watson's Hospital he was in the habit of rising early 

in the morning, and after his devotional exercises proceeding in a 
methodical way, reading a chapter of the Greek Testament, along with 52

52. Steven, History of the High School of Edinburgh. Appendix 
No. VI, p.60. (Appendix 2, Number 5).
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Whitby's Commentary, then a portion of the Hebrew Bible; next books

relating to Theology, such as Wilkin's Principles of Natural Religion,
Lally's Proofs of Christianity, the whole of the older Turretine's
System of Divinity, etc. Besides, during the day and in the evening

53when he had a spare hour, he read Latin and French."

Adam's position at George Watson's Hospital ceased in 1763 when

he accepted the offer of Alexander Kincaid, then His Majesty's

Printer for Scotland, and afterwards Lord Provost of Edinburgh, to

give up his post and become domestic tutor to Kincaid's son. At a

meeting of the Governors of George Watson’s Hospital at the Exchange

Coffee House on 8th November, 1763, "the Treasurer (John Tod)
acquainted the Governors that Mr. Adam, Schoolmaster in the Hospital,
intended to give up that office, so that it was necessary to provide

54another in his place." At their meeting a fortnight later, "Mr.

Alexander Adam former schooomaster being present, the Governors

declared their satisfaction with his conduct and diligence in the

execution of his office; and by their appointment the president gave

Mr Adam the publick Thanks of the Governors for the faithful
55discharge of his duty while in the Hospital." 53 54 55

53. Steven, History of the High School of Edinburgh, Appendix 

No. VI, p. 60. (Appendix 2, Number 5).

54. Minutes of Sederunt of the Governors of George Watson's 

Hospital (1756-1774), 8th November, 1763.
55. Ibid. 21st November, 1763.
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Interestingly, Adam's formal contact with George Watson's

Hospital did not cease with his resignation in 1763 since, as part
of the Merchant Company's arrangement, "there had to be an annual
review and examination of the boys, carried out by a minister or

ministers of the Old Church of Edinburgh, two of the Governors, the

Professor of Humanity in the College, and the Rector of the High 
55School." In addition, Adam, along with Robert Henry, James

Carfrae and Neil Macvicar, constituted a committee who examined John

Christison for the post as teacher in the Hospital in April, 1788.

They examined Christison "By making him read a passage of English

Prose, and another in verse, and asking him some questions on English

Grammar... they then examined him upon the Latin and Greek language..
57..Arithmetic....Book-Keeping."

(iv) The High School of Edinburgh

In taking up the position as domestic tutor in the Kincaid 
household, Adam was following the advice of the Reverend Watson since 

Adam was somewhat reluctant to leave a public situation, despite

I excellent references. "My chief inducement was that I might have 

more time to prosecute my own studies."56 57 58 According to his 

| biographer, Henderson, there was a further reason: "At this time...

56. Alexander Law, Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century p.128.

57. Minutes of Sederunt of the Governors of George Watson's 
Hospital, 15th April, 1788.

58. Steven, History of the High School of Edinburgh, Appendix

No VI p •62.
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his views of advancement in life were directed to the church, and . .

that he was on the eve of being licensed as a preacher of the 
59gospel." Although this is the only reference which mentions Adam's

ministerial aspirations, it would not be surprising if this had been
his intention since, for a young man of ability and ambition but

lacking noble birth or "a link with some Scottish political grandee
00or equivalent group in London," the three clear career options lay 

in the Church of Scotland, the legal profession or the universities: 

Richard Sher has argued most persuasively the distinct and unique 
contribution made to the nature of the Scottish Enlightenment by the 
Moderate 'literati' of Edinburgh, Hugh Blair, Alexander Carlyle,

Adam Ferguson, John Home and William Robertson, all of whom had been 

educated for careers in the established church.

This group of men "were intimate friends who settled in the 

Edinburgh vicinity during the 1740's and 1750's. They were 

affliliated with the Moderate party in ecclesiastical affairs. They 

secured positions of prestige and authority in the Church of Scotland 

and the University of Edinburgh. They played decisive roles in the 

intellectual and cultural life of Scotland during the second half of 

the eighteenth century, both as ecclesiastical politicians and academic 

administrators and as men of letters in their own right. And they 59 60

59. Henderson, Life of Adam, p.23.

60. John Stuart Shaw, The Management of Scottish Society 1704-1764, 

(1983), p.58.
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contributed to the propagation of an identifiable, if not always

rigorously systematic, set of moral, religious, philosophical and
61ideological principles that would later be termed 1Moderatism'."

As mentioned earlier, Adam had been a student of Ferguson's. In

addition, whilst at George Watson's Hospital, he fell under

Robertson's spell: "I went to hear the first Latin oration of
Principal Robertson, which he delivered in the Public Hall of the

College before a crowded assembly, consisting of magistrates,

professors, clergy, students and others. The subject of the
discourse was, "The Advantages to be derived from the Study of the

Stoic Philosophy." My mind was in such a tone as to feel strongly

the force of what was said and my ambition to excel in classical
62learning was highly excited." With two such outstanding examples 

of Kirk intellectualism before him, it would have been strange 

indeed had Adam not given serious thought to espousing the Ministry.

However, events took a rather different course with Adam's 

rather short-lived appointment as tutor to Alexander Kincaid's son. 

Kincaid became Lord Provost of Edinburgh in 1776 and it would appear 

that he and Adam became intimate friends. According to one source, 

Kincaid "was largely responsible in that office (Lord Provost) for 61 62

61. Richard Sher, Church and University in the Scottish 

Enlightenment (1985), p. 14.

62. Alexander Adam, "MS Memoranda" quoted in Steven's History 
of the High School , Appendix VI, p. 61.
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the appointment of the famous Rector of the High School, Dr.
63Alexander Adam." Whilst it is impossible that Kincaid could 

have been responsible for Adam's appointment during his (Kincaid's) 
tenure as Lord Provost in 1776, since Adam had been associated with 

the school since 1764 or 1765 and Rector in 1771, it did, however, 
give Adam a powerful friend and ally on the Town Council of Edinburgh, 
a friendship he was to need during the difficult days of the "grammar 

controversy" during 1772 and 1773. In the event, Adam's position 

as domestic tutor to Kincaid's son ceased when his pupil entered the 
Rector's class in the High School of Edinburgh on 1st October, 1764.

Adam was destined soon to follow his pupil into this ancient

seminary, although the precise date of his first association with
the High School remains unclear. According to Henderson, "in 1764

Mr Adam taught for three months the class of Mr. Farquhar, one of

the masters of the High School (1752-1772), who was at that time in
64a bad state of health." The same information, in all probability

culled from Henderson's Biography, appears in the Annual Biography
65and Obituary for 1823. There is certainly no mention of Adam 

acting in the capacity of supply teacher in the Minutes of the Town 

Council of Edinburgh for 1764 to confirm this assertion. Steven 63 64 65

63. M. Wood, The Lord Provosts of Edinburgh 1296-1932. Printed 

for Sir Thomas B. Whitson (1932).

64. Henderson, Life of Adam, p. 21

65. Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823, Volume 7, p. 401.
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states that Adam first embarked upon his association with the School 

in April 1765 when the Rector, Alexander Matheson, was taken ill, a 
fact, endorsed by Adam's own recollections: "About the beginning of 
April 1765, I was solicited to take charge of his (Matheson's) class; 

the person who till then taught it having given it up." Matheson's 

health continued to be delicate and in the Town Council Minutes for 
the 10th December, 1766 "Baillie Wright reported....he had introduced 

Mr. Alexander Adam to the Rector's class in the High School 

recommending to him to teach the said class until further orders from
07

the Council of which the Council approved." The association, once 

begun, continued until Adam's death in 1809. Among his first pupils 

was Dugald Stewart (Rector's Class 1765), later Professor of Moral 
Philosophy at the University of Edinburgh, who became a friend and 
staunch supporter of his old dominie.

It is not proposed to deal with Adam's career at the High School

in detail at this point since much of this detail will be covered
in other sections of this work. However, Adam continued to teach

Matheson's class for a further two years in which capacity, in the

words of Henderson, "one-half of the Rector's salary was assigned
"68to him for the time during which he should be employed. He was

assisted occasionally by Matheson himself when that gentleman's health 66 67

66. Steven, History of the High School, Appendix VI, p. 62.

67. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh. Volume 82, pp. 243+244.

68 . Henderson, Life of Adam, p. 25.
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permitted. However, complaints were now being made about 

Matheson's frequent and lengthy absences and the magistrates urged 
him to resign, a step, however, which he for some time waived.
The ensuing sequence of events is best described by Steven who 

quotes extensively from Adam's own MS Memoranda.

"At a civic entertainment, the conversation happening to turn

on the state of the High School, Provost Laurie said, it had been

customary to appoint the ordinary masters by a comparative trial,
but that he thought the method improper for a rector, in whom various

other qualifications were requisite besides a knowledge of Latinity.

Mr Adam's name was introduced, and the objection of his youth stated.

Dr. Macqueen one of the ministers of the city, who sat near the
Provost asked, "How long will the objection of age be brought against

this young man (Adam was twenty-six)? It is now six years since

the same objection was brought against him on his successful
comparative trial for Watson's Hospital; and therefore the governors

elected him only for half a year." Dr Macqueen having spoken further

in very favourable terms, the Provost pointedly inquired, whether he

considered Mr. Adam to be fully qualified in regard to classical

learning. Dr. Macqueen replied, that if the Lord Provost would

authorise him, he was quite willing to examine Mr. Adam with a view
69to the rectorship and report." In addition to the favourable 

opinion of Dr. Daniel Macqueen, who had first-hand knowledge of 

Adam's qualities as schoolmaster dating back to 1760, Henderson refers

69. Steven, History of the High School, Pg. 113.
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to the behind-the-scenes "exertions of Provost Kincaid."''-'

Matheson resigned from office on 31st May, 1768 and the 
following day the Council "did remit to the following gentlemen to 

wit Professor Hamilton, the Reverend Dr. Dick, Dr. McQueen, Dr. 

Erskine, Dr. Cumming, Dr. Gregory and Professors George Stewart and 
Hunter or any three of them to take trial of the fitness and 
qualifications of Mr. Alexander Adam and they to report to the 

Council next Council Day his fitness or unfitness for being Rector
71of the High School." The nominated interviewing panel thus 

included, not only University representatives to assess his classical 

competence (Professors Stuart and Hunter), but also included so 

prominent a church figure as the Reverend Patrick Cuming, the 
ecclesiastical agent for Archibald Campbell', third Duke of Argyll70 71 72 

whose interest in the putative rector of the capital's pre-eminent 

school may have embraced the pedagogic, spiritual and political 

qualities of the candidate.

According to Steven, "The examination Mr Adam underwent was 

very sifting, and lasted for five hours. The Provost, that he 

might be still further assured of Mr. Adam's qualifications, obtained 

an attestation from Professor George Stuart (Professor of Latin at

70. Henderson, Life of Adam, p. 25.

71. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh. Volume 84, p. 102.

72. See Richard Sher. Church and University in the Scottish
Enlightenment, p. 16.
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the University of Edinburgh, who was known to be partial to another

candidate. Professor Stuart's examination was not so long as Dr.
MacQueen's: but the passages which he selected for trial were very
difficult, - the 18th chapter of the Second Book of Livy, and the

6th Ode of the Fourth Book of Horace. 'I should probably have
failed', says Mr. Adam, 'had I not providentially, - so I have always
considered it, - sometime before, talked over the chapter in Livy

with Mr. Matheson, and read the ode of Horace by myself. I have ever

esteemed my being prepared on the passages Mr. Stuart turned up as
one of the most fortunate circumstances of my life, as it gained me

73the approbation of one who was previously rather unfriendly'."

The report of Adam's 'trial' is recorded in the Town Council 
Minutes of 8th June, 1768. "In consequence of a remit to the 

Reverend Doctor Dick, Dr. McQueen, Professor George Stewart,

Professor Hunter, Dr. Erskine, Dr. Cumming, Dr. Gregory, Professor 

Hamilton to take trial of the qualifications of Mr. Adam and to 

report to the Council against next Council day his fitness or 

unfitness to be Rector of the High School we whose names are here 

subscribed do hereby declare that after having taken trial of Mr. 

Alexander Adam we were fully satisfied that he is well qualified 

in point of literature to be Rector of the High School.

Signed. George Stewart (L.H.P.)

Patrick Cumming, Robert Hamilton, Robert Dick, Daniel McQueen,
John Erskine, John Gregory.

73. Steven, History of the High School, pp. 113+114
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^Thereafter a choice was proceeded in - and considering that 

the office of Rector of the High School of Edinburgh is now vacant 
by the demission of Mr. Alexander Mathieson and it being necessary 
and expedient the same be supplied with fit and well-qualified 

persons, and being fully satisfied of the fitness, literature, 

conversation, and good qualifications of Messrs. Alexander Mathieson 
and Alexander Adam, and of their being well affected to the present 

established Government of Church and State, we therefore have 

unanimously, nominated and elected, and hereby nominate and elect 
the said Mr. Alexander Mathieson and Mr. Alexander Adam jointly 

and severally into the said office of Rector of the High School of 

Edinburgh, with the survivency to the longest liver of them, Hereby 

giving, granting and allowing to them the whole salaries, dues and 
casualitys thereto belonging, as fully and freely in all respects, 

as any of their predecessors in the said office did or might have 

enjoyed the same and Did and hereby Do authorize and appoint the City 

Chamberlain to make payment to them or the longest liver of them the 

salary of 600 merks Scots yearly at Candlemas and Lammas next to 

come, and thenceforth termly during their continuance in the said 

office. But with this express condition that if at any time 

hereafter the said Mr. Alexander Mathieson or Mr. Alexander Adam 

shall incline to make a surrender of the said office in view of their 

being promoted to another charge, in such case they shall be bound 

to. give the Council three month’s premonition before such surrender, 

so as the Council may have a convenient time to supply their place 

with a fit and well-qualified person. And recommend to the College 

Baillie to install Mr. Adam in his said office, in the usual manner 
with all convenience.

Signed/...
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Signed. Gilbert Laurie (Lord Provost)

This unusual arrangement obtained until Mathieson's resignation 
and Adam became sole rector of the school early in 1771. According 

to one source, he "was thus placed at the head of the first
75grammatical institution in the northern part of the kingdom" , His 

biographer Henderson, however, felt that Adam "was now placed at theyg
head of a seminary which was susceptible of much improvement."

There is a measure of truth in both statements. In common with

other High Schools, the High School of Edinburgh existed to teach

Latin Grammar and so to prepare boys, between the ages of eight and

fourteen for entry to the Universities. It was substantially the

largest of the capital's three High Schools and the relative standing
of the three can be gathered from the movement of the masters. Three

Rectors of the Canongate High School and one from the Grammar School

of South Leith resigned their posts to become ordinary masters in the
77High School of Edinburgh and, in addition to its antiquity - the 

generally accepted date of foundation is 1128, although the most 

recent historian of the High School, Dr. J. B. Barclay, has argued 

that the school probably existed before the founding of Holyrood

74. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, Volume 84, pp. 109-111.

75. Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823. Volume 7, p. 402.

76. Henderson, Life of Adam, p. 26

77. Alexander Law, Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century, pps,

60+61.
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Abbey at which it was based - it was held by one authority to be

"Much the most important school in the city, and for long periods in
79the eighteenth century it was pre-eminent in Scotland." Then, too,

"From an early time the High School served not only Edinburgh but

Scotland. Boys of noble families, or of the landed gentry, many of

whom lived part of the year in Edinburgh, were accustomed to attend
80the High School along with the sons of burgesses." Thus, the

High School was the principal jewel in Edinburgh's educational crown, 

very much under the control of the Town Council rather than the 
Presbytery as was the case with all other schools, and the position 

of the Rector was one of considerable influence.

However, antiquity is not always synonymous with quality, order 
or academic distinction and the High School had enjoyed a turbulent 

history which had encompassed many serious breaches of the civil 

authority and a reputation for riotousness among the boys. During 

the 16th century, when the scholars sought relaxation from their 
academic labours, they would approach the Council with a request for 

a 'privilege' (i.e. - holiday). Following the inevitable refusal of 

the request, the pupils would "barr out" the school, i.e. - barr the 

school doors, take in provisions, arm themselves with lethal weapons 

and prepare to withstand siege until the request was granted. 

Imprisonments and fines following such "barrings out" were commonplace

78

78. J. B. Barclay, The Tounis Seule, (1974) p. 56.

79. Alexander Law, Education in Edinburgh in the Eighteenth Century , 

(1965). p. 59.

80. Ibid; p. 59.
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and the celebrated one in 1595 had lead to the shooting of a

councillor, Bailie John McMorane. Whilst this appears to have
been the last recorded "barring out", the spirit of riotousness
does not appear to have been exorcised from the school. "In 1716,

the boys broke all the windows of the school and of Lady Yester's
Church, and levelled to the ground the wall that surrounded the 

81playground." The aggressive inclinations of the scholars found
yet another outlet in the "bicker", an early form of gang warfare

usually fought out between High School pupils and 'College lads'
(University undergraduates), "when sticks and stones were freely

82used and crowns were cracked." The "bicker", too, could boast an

ancient pedigree, the earliest recorded one featuring "Tam o' the

Cowgate", first Earl of Haddington and a close friend of James VI,
who led the High School boys against "the College lads", who "were

driven through the Grassmarket and clean out of the town at the West 
83Port." The warlike propensities of the pupils appear to have 

been matched, arguably caused, by the harshness of the regime, the 

brutality of the masters and the narrowness of the course, the 

general tone of the school, according to Cockburn, being "vulgar and

81. William C. A. Ross, The Royal High School (1934) p. 7.

82. Ibid. p. 8.

83. Ibid. p . 8.
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| harsh." Henderson's statement that the school appeared 

| "susceptible of much improvement" appears well-founded and it is 
against the background delineated above that Adam's contribution 

■ and influence will later be assessed.

In the autumn following his taking over as sole rector, Adam 
embarked upon a fifty-six day tour to the Lowlands and France in the 

company of an English cleric, the Reverend Joseph Townsend. The 

trip was sanctioned by the Town Council. "To give me as much time 

as possible, the magistrates very politely appointed the annual
85examination of the school in August some days earlier than usual."

It is less likely that Council members were aware that their rector

was disenchanted with the current methodology of Latin teaching, had,
in fact, been compiling a new Latin text book for some years and was

making this trip with the intention of seeing the methodologies at

work on the continent. "Perceiving the hurtful effects of teaching

boys Latin rules which they could not understand, by the advice of
Principal Robertson and Dr. Blair, I tried to compile a new grammar;

which, after much labour, I in a few years completed...In the year

1771, I formed a resolution of making, during the vacation, an

excursion to the continent, to observe the state of education there,
86and what grammars were taught in foreign schools." This foreign

84

84. Lord Cockburn, Memorials of His Time (1856) p. 10.

85. Alexander Adam, MS Memoranda quoted in Steven's History of 
the High School of Edinburgh p. 116.

86. Ibid. p. 116.
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excursion had a profound influence upon Adam, educationally and 

politically, and an assessment of this influence will be offered 
in later chapters. In the meantime, the text of Adam's notebook, 
traced recently among the Cosser Family Papers on the Ballogie Estate 

in Aberdeen and never previously published, is appended as Appendix 

4.

Alexander Adam served the High School of Edinburgh with

distinction until his death in office on the 18th December^1809.
In spite of the school's pre-eminence as the oldest and, arguably,

most distinguished classical grammar school in the country it is,

nonetheless remarkable how, under Adam's auspices, the school roll

increased quite dramatically in numbers and added further to its
87considerable reputation. The Library Register Rolls which 

date back to 1739, make interesting reading. They reveal that under 

Rector John Lees (1735-1759) the school roll, with three Latin masters 

up to 1742, and four thereafter, varied between sixty-seven boys in 

1742 and one hundred and sixty-two in 1755; under Alexander Matheson 

(1759-67), with five masters, the range was one hundred and seventeen 

in 1759 to one hundred and ninety-eight in 1764. From the time of 

Adam's joint rectorship with Matheson until Adam's death (1768-1809) 

the range was one hundred and ninety in 1768 to six hundred and 

twenty-nine in the year of his death. Under Adam, the roll never

87. Library Class Registers of Schola Regia Edinensis. Volumes 2. 

(1760-1779); 3(1779-1806), and 4(1806-1820). Held in the
Archives of The Royal High School, Edinburgh.
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fell below three hundred and fifteen boys; it was over four hundred 

on fourteen occasions, over five hundred eleven times and, in 1809, 
the roll reached six hundred and twenty-nine.

The number of boys attending the Rector's own class during this 
same period, 1739-1809, are equally illuminating. The Rector 

traditionally taught the senior class after the boys had spent four 

years with one of the other masters; at this level one might 

reasonably expect to see a drop-out take place since, clearly, not 

all pupils were destined for the Universities. Rector Lees taught 

classes whose numbers ranged from sixteen in 1742 to forty-four in 

1747 and 1755 whilst Alexander Matheson's numbers ranged from 

seventeen in 1760 to fifty-one boys in 1763 and 1764. Adam's 
smallest class numbered forty-eight boys in 1768 and his largest class 

consisted of a staggering one hundred and forty-three pupils in 1786. 

On twenty-two occasions his class exceeded one hundred students and, 

in the last two years of his life, Adam taught one hundred and thirty- 

eight boys in 1808 and one hundred and thirty-nine in 1809, numbers 

which exceed the entire school roll as it had obtained under Rector 

Lees (1735-59) on all but three occasions. It must be remembered,

in considering these bald statistics, that this huge growth in the 

school roll was occurring contemporaneously with the movement of the 

middle and upper class sections of Edinburgh society, from which the 

High School drew generously, from the Old to the New Town and at a

88. Please see Appendices 5(a) and 5(b) for a statistical break-down 
of the School Roll from 1739-1809.
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time, post-1760, when the High School Yards area was deemed to be 

increasingly squalid. This growth in numbers was, I would hope to 
demonstrate, in large part due to Adam's reputation and charisma and 
a tribute to his industry, scholarship, educational vision and 

unique teaching methods. In 1780 the University accorded 

recognition to Adam's status as a scholar by awarding him the degree 

of LL.D on 9th August.

Adam was twice married. In August, 1775 he married Agnes 

Munro, eldest daughter of the Reverend James Munro, Minister of 

Alves, Morayshire, by whom he had three sons, Alexander (1776),

James (1779) and John (1782) and a daughter, Mary Ann (1778). 

Following the early death of his first wife, he married Jean Cosser 
on 30th April, 1789 by whom he had three more children, Walter 

(1792) - who became his father's principal executor - Agnes (1793) 

and Christina (1795).

In 1808, at the request of several of his former pupils, Adam 

sat for his portrait by Mr. (later Sir Henry) Raeburn. The 

following year it was hung in the Library of the School with the 

following inscription: "This portrait of Alexander Adam, LL.D., 

Rector of the High School from June 8 , 1768, to December 18, 1809, 

Author of Roman Antiquities, etc., was placed here as a mark of
89gratitude and respect by fourteen of his former pupils. A.D. 1810"

89. Steven, History of the High School. Appendix No. VI, p. 63.



49

The former pupils were:- Sir George Clerk, Baronet (Pencuik); Sir 

John Pringle, Baronet; Robert Graeme, Esquire, (Advocate); James 
Campbell, Esquire, (Advocate); John Brougham, (Wine-Merchant, 
Edinburgh); George Wauchope, (Wine-Merchant, Leith); William 

Douglas, Esquire (Colonel); Robert Ross; Captain William McDonald; 

Henry Home Drummond, (of Blair-Drummond); Thomas Lauder Dick, Senior, 
Fountainhall; Charles K. Robinson, (W.S.); John Cockburn, (Wine- 

Merchant, Leith), and Charles Gordon Urquhart, Esquire.

On 13th December, 1809, Dr. Adam was seized at work with an 

apoplectic attack and he lingered in this state for five days, his 

mind constantly wandering. According to several sources, his mind 

continually reverted during these days to the business of the class 
and, 'in extremis', he uttered the words: "But it grows dark boys,

you may go", and almost immediately expired. He was accorded a 

public funeral by the magistrates of Edinburgh, a rare honour for 

one of his profession. The event is recorded in Arnot's History 

of Edinburgh."

"The funeral of Dr. Adam took place on Friday, 29th December.

The interment was in the Chapel of Ease of St. Cuthbert's (which 

became Buccleuch Parish Church, now disused, adjacent to the 

University in Buccleuch Street): and every mark of public estimation, 

respect, and regret, was manifested. The masters and boys of the 

school, about 600 in number, walking in regular procession, preceded 

the corpse from the school house. The Magistrates and Council, in

90. Steven, History of the High School. Appendix No. VI, p. 63.
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their state dress, followed it. The Principal and Professors of
the University in their gowns, came next; and then about 700
gentlemen, of the principal inhabitants, far the greater part of

whom had been Dr. Adam's pupils, closed the scene. Among these,

heads of the Supreme Courts, Judges and Ministers of Edinburgh, were

observed; and the members of a Society of young gentlemen, chiefly

of the bar, who had lately presented the High School with a portrait,

by Mr. Raeburn, of their honoured master, and who attended in a body,
were particularly remarkable. When the procession reached the

churchyard, the boys formed into two lines, standing uncovered, and

shewed, in their countenances and deportment, that the mark of respect

was strongly felt, which they were now paying, for the last time, to
91the venerated remains which passed before them."

91. H. Arnot, History of Edinburgh from the earliest ages to
the year 1780 (1779). Appendix p. 572.
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C H A P T E R  T H R E E

ADAM, THE SCHOLAR

Adam's reputation as a classical scholar rested upon five 
published works:

1* The Principles of Latin and English Grammar, 1772;
2. Roman Antiquities. 1791;

3. Summary of Ancient Geography and History, 1794;
4. Classical Biography, 1800;

5. Compendious Dictionary of the Latin Tongue. 1805.

The intended recipients of these works were the pupils in the 

Rector's Class at the High School of Edinburgh. However, the 

innovative methodology of the first, and the meticulous research and 
comprehensive scholarship of the second, ensured that he acquired an 

international reputation as a classical scholar. This reputation 

long outlasted his death in 1809 and, consequently, his influence on 

classical education extended considerably beyond his Edinburgh 
classroom.

(j) The Latin Grammar

This work, first published at Edinburgh in 1772, created fierce 

controversy in educational circles, since it challenged existing 

methodology in the most fundamental manner. It alienated Adam from 

his own colleagues at the High School and from his employers, the 
Town Council of Edinburgh. This controversy wi n  be dealt wlth Jn
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detail in Section Four, in which Adam's work and influence as an

educationalist will be assessed, but the Latin Grammar did
survive strong initial opposition to enjoy ultimately scholarly
approval and many editions. Despite the proscription of the work

by the Town Council of Edinburgh on 23rd August, 17861 and by the
College of Edinburgh - who had initially endorsed the work on 30th 

2September 1772, - the Grammar enjoyed an extensive circulation both
3in Britain and the United States.

The novel concept of approaching the learning of Latin Grammar 

through English Grammar, and this in a textbook written in English 

with Latin examples, proved immediately popular almost everywhere 

except Edinburgh. Regular editions were printed both in Edinburgh 
and London, the thirteenth edition of 1832 marking the fiftieth 

anniversary of the original publication, and a 'new' edition by W.
4Pyper appeared in 1846. The success of the work in America was 

even more extensive. It was first printed at Boston in 1799, (the 

first American edition being based on the fifth English edition of 

1798), and, thereafter, new editions, boasting additions, improvements, 1 2 3

1. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 1772-86; Volume 108,
pp. 162+163. ' i,

2. Minutes of Senatus, University of Edinburgh. Volume 1 (1733-90); 
Sept. 30th, 1772.

3. See Appendix 6.

4. Ibid.
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enlargements, etc., appeared with great regularity through to 1866 

which saw the twentieth reprint of the 'Stereotype' Edition by 
Benjamin A. Gould published in Philadelphia. In addition to Boston 
and Philadelphia, editions of the Latin Grammar were printed in New 

York (firstly in 1806), Albany (firstly in 1820), New Haven (1824),
ACambridge (Mass.) in 1832 and Northampton (1843). So popular did 

the work become in certain transatlantic academic circles, that 
we find the First American Edition of 1799 (Boston) and the first 

three New York Editions (1818, 1820 and 1826) were all "recommended 
by the University of Cambridge, Massachusetts to be used by those

7who are intended for that Seminary." Similarly, the first three 

'Troy' Editions (1806, 1809 and 1811) were all "recommended by the 
President and Trustees of Williams' College to be used by those who 
are intended for that Seminary." The 'new' method certainly appeared 

to have considerable appeal for the New World.

According to Adam, the decision to write the Latin Grammar 

received impetus at the highest scholastic level. "Perceiving the 

hurtful effects of teaching boys Latin rules which they could not 

understand, by the advice of Principal Robertson and Dr. Blair, I 
tried to complete a new grammar; which, after much labour, I in a 5 6 7

5. Recorded in 19th Century Short Title Catalogue. Series 2 (1816-70 

and The National Union Catalog", Volume 3. See Appendix 6 .

6. For details of American Editions see Appendix 6.
7. Details of American Editions, see Appendix 6 .
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few years completed." The Latin Grammar , and Adam's decision to 

introduce the students in his own classes to the elements of Greek, 
ensured that there was regular contact with Principal Robertson during 
the 1770's and 1780's and, whilst this contact was not always smooth, 

it led to the award of an honorary degree by the College of Edinburgh 

to the Rector. According to Henderson, Adam's "reputation for 
talents, procured him the friendship of Dr. Robertson, a historian 

who has been aptly styled the British Livy. To the intercourse 
arising out of this connection, the Rector owed a title of literary 

distinction which was very gratifying, and which unquestionably had 

a share in contributing to his future elevation. At a convivial 

meeting, where Dr. Robertson and he were present, some conversation 

occurred respecting the Latin Grammar; and a gentleman remarked, 
that the authour should have been,entitled, like Mr. Ruddiman, to 

affix M.A. to his name. Dr. Robertson observed, that such a title 

was not sufficiently respectable for the Rector of the High School, 
but LL.D. would, in his opinion, be more appropriate. Mr. Adam 
modestly replied, that, before accepting such an honour, he would be 

obliged to consult his friends, and to do away those scruples which 

existed in his mind, on account of the small service which he had 

done for literature. Dr. Robertson was of a different opinion; 

and, in consulting the interests of the University of Edinburgh, of 

which he was Principal, he saw it was expedient to confer on the 

Rector the degree of Doctor of Laws. At his recommendation, 

therefore, a diploma was issued, and dated 'Edinburgi, anno salutis

0

8. Alexander Adam. MS Memoranda quoted in Steven's History p. 116.
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humanae 1780, Monis Augusti.' Dr. Adam must have felt, that the 
value of his degree (which was at that time rarely given in Scotland) 
was much enhanced in coming from such a source; and the members of
the college were, doubtless, convinced that he had merited such a 

9testimonial."

As is, unhappily, all too often the case in his biography of 

Adam,'Henderson did not choose to furnish any further details 

concerning this alleged 'convivial meeting'. However, two letters 
from Robertson to Adam are kept in the Archives of The Royal High 

School which date from this time. The first, marked "College, August 

6th'-', states: "Dr. Robertson presents his best compliments to Dr.
Adam, and requests the favour of his calling upon him when he comes 
from his class today. Dr. Robertson would have waited upon him, but

cannot get out today in proper time." Overleaf, in Adam's hand, is 

a note explaining the purpose of the interview (Adam was in the habit 

of keeping such resumes): "Card from Dr. Robertson - to propose 

confer on me the title of D.D. which I at first declined and was 

afterwards prevailed on to accept by Mr. Dugald Stewart and Mr. 

Dalzel."10 A second note from Robertson, dated 26th September 1780, 

bears the message: "Dr. Robertson presents his compliments to Dr. 

Adam. If it be not inconvenient desires that he will take the 

trouble of calling upon him any time between 11 and 12 today."

Henderson's Life of Adam pp. 38-40.

Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 
Letter Number 17.



56

Underneath the note, Adam has written: "to propose conferring on

me the title of Doctor of Laws - which at first positively refused;
but by the advice of Mr. Dugald Stewart and Mr. Dalzel afterwards 

11accepted." Whilst it is proposed to discuss Adam's relationships

with Robertson, and, indeed, the College of Edinburgh, in a later
section of this work, it is interesting to note in passing Adam's

continuing intimacy with Dugald Stewart, a former pupil, and
Professor Dalzel, (another College teacher who had acted as tutor to

Lord Maitland and his brother before becoming Professor of Greek at
1 0Edinburgh) who proof read all of Adam's published works.

The "Latin Grammar" also brought Adam into contact with two 

further celebrated scholars, Dr. James Beattie of Aberdeen and Lord 
Karnes. Adam had sent inspection copies of his work to several 

scholars: "I submitted my work to the inspection of some of the best 

judges about Edinburgh, all of whom approved of it." In addition, 
he sought the opinions of scholars from outside Edinburgh, including 

Dr. Lowth, Bishop of London and Lord Karnes.11 12 13 14 "Dr. Lowth's opinion

was, on the whole, very favourable---The day after I received Dr.

Lowth's opinion of my grammar, I again met Dr. Beattie at dinner at 

Mr. Kincaid's and showed him Dr. Lowth's letter. Dr. Beattie desired

11. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 

Letter Number 18.

12. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh. p. 117

13. Ibid. p. 116.
14. Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823. Volume 7, p. 404.
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I would send him the MS., and allow him to take it to Aberdeen,

which I did with much pleasure....Dr. Beattie paid a great deal of
attention to the work, and made many useful remarks on each parcel
as he sent it. These I still preserve as a valuable monument of 

15his friendship." (The proof sheets, with Dr. Beattie's MS. 
corrections, are preserved in The Royal High School Library Archives) 

Proof of Beattie's interest and attention is demonstrated by his 

letter to Adam on 19th February, 1772:

"Receive a little more of your MS. What goes before this was 

sent on Saturday last. The weather continues so bad, and our 

Carrier is so little to be depended on, that I fear I must give Mr. 
Jackson the trouble of the whole. Please let me know in course, 
whether I may send an entire number in each parcel, or how much I may 

send. It grieves me to be obliged thus to cut your Book into pieces

11 As you are now I suppose finishing the beginning of your Grammar 

for the Press, consider whether it would be of consequence to mention 

that, as two vowels in English sometimes meet without forming as 

Dipthong even which they form but one syllable, (*as ai in maid, aid, 

etc.), so some English Dipthongs are expressed by one vowel letter. 

Thus i. in incline, clime, is a dipthong comprehending the sounds of 

a and i - and so is u in endure comprehending the sounds of i and u, *

15. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh pp. 116+117.
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or e and u. You will soon hear again from yours in great haste,
J. Beattie"^

The reaction of Lord Karnes to Adam's "grammar" is contained in 

a letter of 4th October, 1774 and is written in the measured and 

considered tones of a man who, according to John Ramsay of Ochertyre, 
"did more to promote the interests of philosophy and belles lettres 
in Scotland than all the men of law had done for a century before.

"My Good Friend,

Wanting a relaxation from study, I think of procuring it by 

conversing with you a little; and I have no other means but a letter. 
The subject shall be your own Grammar, which, tho an excellent 

performance, is however susceptible of improvements, and perhaps of 
corrections.

Your definition of a Verb viz A word expressing an Affirmation, 

is undoubtedly imperfect. Affirmation is but one of the internal 

acts that are expressed by a Verb. Words expressing Command,

Wishing, Desiring, Resolving, Threatening, Praying, etc., etc., come 

all under the class of Verbs. Other words are employed to signify 

things and their attributes; but as language is invented chiefly 16

16. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 
Letter Number 6.

17. Quoted in David Daiches Edinburgh pp. 145+146.
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for being spoken, certain words are necessary to express the mental 

acts and feelings of the Speaker; and these words all of them are 
termed Verbs. Under Affirmation may be justly ranged Suppositions, 
Conditions, Probabilities, and Possibilities; for which there are 

various modes. To me this appears a very clear definition of a 

Verb.

"it has long been my opinion that the Division of words into 

eight classes or parts of speech is defective, as there are many 
words that fall not naturally under any of the classes. Try this 

observation on the list of Adverbs in your Grammar; several of which, 

in my apprehension, fall not under your definition of an Adverb, as 
they neither tend to qualify a Verb nor an Adjective. A Participle 
may be justly classed under Adjectives; but what class will you 

assign to Gerunds, and to the Infinitive Verbs, which last has been 

extremely puzzling to Grammarians? Try the Touchstone. If you find 
difficulty to reduce many words under the established classes, it is 
your province to add one or more classes that will leave out no word 

to shift for itself. Success in this article will tend greatly to 

simplify Grammar - et eris mibi magnus Apollo.

" I shall add but one thing more, and that is to criticise your 

definition of a Sentence, which is 'any thought of the mind expressed 

by two or more words put together.' In the first place, 

a Sentence may be expressed in one word, cogito, ambulo, yes, in 

answer to a question. In the next place, your Definition comprehends 

every member of a Sentence; for every member expresses some thought, 

incompleat indeed. Why not define a Sentence thus, 'A compleat
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thought expressed in one or more words 1. After maturely 

canvassing these points, I shall be glad to hear you on them when 

we meet in Town.

U Being now sufficiently relaxed I bid you go and prosper.

Henry Home"18 19

Thus the'Grammar' representing as it did a radical new approach 

to the methodology of language teaching received the sanction of 

scholars such as Beattie, Karnes and Lowth. It also received 

qualified endorsement from the College of Edinburgh on the 30th 

September, 1772 when a committee, comprising William Robertson,

Daniel Macqueen, Hugh Blair, John Erskine, James Brown and James 

Robertson, gave it as their opinion "that they think Mr. Adam's book
I Qproper to be introduced into the High School." Whilst the College 

later joined the anti-Adam lobby, they did award him the honorary 

degree of Doctor of Laws on the strength of this work which, by 1780, 

was his only publication. The ultimate justification and acceptance 

of the Grammar, even amongst his grudging colleagues at the High 

School, is best demonstrated by the extensive number of editions it 

enjoyed both here and abroad.

18. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam, Appendix 2,

Letter Number 10. -

19. ’ Minutes of Senatus, University of Edinburgh. Volume 1, 1733-90.
September 30th, 1772.
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(ii) "Roman Antiquities"

Adam's second work, first published in 1791, proved to be
happily free from the bitter controversy v/hich c*£rne to attend the

production of the Latin Grammar . As with all his publications,

the intended recipients were the pupils in his own class at the High
School of Edinburgh and the book examines "the institutions and laws,
the religion, the manners and customs of the Romans, under the general

20name of Roman Antiquities." Adam felt that, whilst innumerable

works by distinguished scholars had appeared on the subject, most of
them "are for the most part too voluminous to be generally useful"

and that even the better abridgements suffered for "being written in

Latin, and abounding with difficult phrases....not fitted for the use
21of younger students." His aim in producing the work, a knowledge

of which he deemed "particularly requisite for such as prosecute the
22study of civil law", was to "put it in the power of the teacher 

to convey instruction with more ease, and in a shorter time; and of 

the learner to procure, with the greater facility, instruction for 

himself.

Whilst a study of Adam's teaching aims and methodology does not 

come within the scope of this section, Roman Antiquities proved to 20 21 22 *

20. Alexander Adam. Preface to the 1st Edition of Roman 

Antiquities (1791).

21. Ibid.
22. Ibid.

23. Ibid.
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be an immediate and unequivocal success. It enjoyed extensive 
dissemination in Britain, Europe and the United States where it was 
widely used both as a school text book and as a work of reference in 
which many leading scholars and fellow educationalists were only too 

happy to invest. Thus, Dr. Joseph Drury, Headmaster of Harrow, 

responded to an inspection copy of the "Antiquities" on 15th May, 

1791:

"I feel myself much flattered by your polite Attention in sending 

me your late Publication which it is my Intention to peruse 
attentively during our next Vacation, for our Engagements here are so 

various and so constant as to allow of little time to examine 
thoroughly into the merit and accuracy of a Work like Yours. You
will however reasonably suppose that I have read many parts of it, 

this I certainly have done, and am convinced that it will fully 

answer the purposes for which it is designed. There seems to be no 

reason why you should apprehend the Censure of any one for the 

numerous authorities by which you support your Assertions; to me 

they appear not the least valuable part of the work as they sanction 

your reasons and convey to the student additional Instruction in the 

language from whence they are derived. I have already spoken of 

your work to some of my young Men and recommended it to their Perusal 

and have advised some of their Parents to supply them with it and am 

not without the hope that the future advantage of the Writer will 

prove equal to the benefit he has conferred on Classical Instruction."^ 24

24. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam,Appendix 2.Number 43.
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Appended to this gratifying tribute is a note from Adam: "May 15th 

1791 - The first letter I received from England, concerning the Roman 
Antiquities." I shall be discussing in the next section of this 
work the extent to which Adam was influenced by continental schools 

and the English Public Schools in his own curricular and 
methodological reforms but, clearly, he was gratified by the 
encouragement and approbation he received from South of the Border, 

approbation which was not always forthcoming on his own native heath.

The Headmaster of another distinguished English seminary, Dean 

Vincent of Westminster, wrote to Adam on 22nd June, 1791:

"I have examined your 'Roman Antiquities' with great attention, 
and am so well pleased with them that I shall introduce them to my 

boys. I had myself ordered one of our assistants to translate 

Cellarius, and add somewhat from Vaslet's edition of it, meaning it 

for a cheap school book; but I shall certainly not print it at 

present, for though yours is a large price for a school boy, I am 

sensible there is a great deal of letter-press in it. I think when

you publish it again our London booksellers would make it a neater 
book, but perhaps you rather chuse it to be in as cheap a form as may 

be..." "I particularly approve of your giving the Latin phrase to 

each particular in your Antiquities; it must be one of the best 

instructions for Latinity if we can make the boys use their eyes."^

25. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam, Letter Number 44.
(Appendix 2).
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According to Steven, "Dr. Vincent was regarded as one of the 

soundest scholars in Europe" and "an admirable critic"26 and so this 
praise was extremely gratifying.

Roman Antiquities received instant approbation from

educationalists and scholars alike. In Steven's words: "As soon

as Dr. Adam published his 'Roman Antiquities', his reputation as a
scholar of great erudition spread far and wide." Henderson waxes

even more effulgently on the subject: "The author's name was now
ranked among the first literati in Britain; he made a conspicuous

figure among the greatest scholars of Europe, and he was declared

to have produced the best compendium of Roman antiquities which is
extant.... it was translated into the German, French, and Italian
languages.... The mere circumstance of the Antiquities having been

translated into the language of Germany, which has been so fertile

in writers of the first eminence for classical learning, is in itself
a most unequivocal testimony of the author's merits. It has been

stated, that he received from that country many flattering letters

complimenting him on the great service which he had already done to

ancient literature, and which, from the preface of his Antiquities,
28he still had prospects of performing." Whilst this alleged flood 

of epistolary encomia from Teutonic admirers has not, unhappily, 

survived the passage of time, letters do survive which indicate both

26.
27.

Steven History of the High School of Edinburgh p. 135 footnote 3 

Ibid p. 135.

28. Henderson Life of Adam, pp. 57+58.
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a new European dimension to Adam's scholastic standing and the fact 
that enthusiasm for the work was not limited merely to members of 

Adam's own profession, like Drury and Vincent.

On the 28th January, 1792 Adam received the following
vcommunication from John Lempriere, a celebrated classical scholar, 

who was at the time preparing his Classical Dictionary :

"I had acknowledged your kind letter and the valuable present

which accompanied it last August, and it was but yesterday the
gentleman who was to have franked my answer informed me he had mislaid

and lost it. I am infinitely sorry for the mistake, as your very

polite compliment deserved more than an immediate return. Your
'Roman Antiquities' will be found to be a very valuable acquisition,

and in my humble opinion you have finished what others had merely

attempted. The sentiments of an individual are little in addition

to the approbation of the public which you have merited and obtained,

yet it gives me pleasure to find a performance whose authorities can

be so securely followed. I assure you I have received not a little

assistance from the 'Roman Antiquities' in preparing for the press the

second edition of the 'Classical Dictionary', a book you have been
29pleased to approve."

Dr. W. Mavor of Woodstock was another classical scholar happy to

29. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2.
Letter Number 50.
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join in the uninterrupted paean of praise for Adam's achievement with 

the 'Antiquities': "Though my praise cannot increase your well-earned 
Reputation, I cannot withhold my Testimony of Approbation for your 
Roman Antiquities, a work from which I have derived much useful 

knowledge and which I shall not fail to recommend as far as my 

influence can extend; because in so doing, I am promoting the 
Diffusion of real learning and important Information.

n Our pursuits are similar - the Instruction of youth, and though 

I can by no means boast of any very great Services, I have the Credit 

by my writings. I have been frantically engaged in it for many years. 

Inclosed I have taken the Liberty to send you a few —  of a work 

which I have been very zealous to establish, and I am happy to say 
that my Endeavours have of late been attended with the most flattering 

Effect. I wish I knew how to send you a Copy of the work. I should 

think myself highly honoured by your impartial Opinion of it. Perhaps 

it is to be seen at Edinburgh for the Editors of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica have -- to me the --  and have adopted my system.

n Wishing you health and long life to accomplish every Plan you 

may have formed to facilitate the Acquisition of useful and elegant
„ n30Literature."

The plaudits of the professionals were accompanied by gratifyingly

30. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2.
Letter Number 55.
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healthy sales; six English editions of Roman Antiquities appeared

before the author's death in 1809 and further editions appeared,
annually or biennially, throughout the first half of the nineteenth

century. This success was repeated in America where the first

American Edition of 1807 (based upon the fifth English Edition),
published in Philadelphia, was succeeded at regular intervals through

to the seventh New York Edition printed in 1887. The work also

enjoyed circulation through parts of Europe. A German translation

by M. J. L. Myer, "Handbuch der romischen alterthumer", appeared in

a two volume edition at Erlangen between 1794-96 and at least three

further editions appeared up to 1832. At least seven French

Editions were printed at Paris following the first translation by

Count Emmanuel de Laubespin, -Antiquites romaines', in 1818 and at
least three Italian Editions were printed at Naples following the

first translation by Gaetano Maria Monforte in 1820.31 In addition,

Henderson records that: "The writer of this memoir is informed,

that a translation was also attempted in the Dutch tongue. This

translation, however has never been observed by Principal Brown of

Aberdeen; and, if it even had existed, it is more than probable

that it must have come under his inspection during the time he held
32his professorship at Utrecht."- Whether boasting or lacking this 

Dutch dimension, Roman Antiquities became the most-successful 

English language book on the subject and remained a standard text 

for nearly a century.

31. See Appendix 6, section 11(c).

Henderson, Life of Adam-, p. 58.



68

(iii) "Summary of Ancient Geography and History"

First published in 1794, this work and the "Geographical Index"

of 1795 which was incorporated into the other five editions of the

Summary of Ancient Geography and History , was "expanded from a

small text-book which he had printed for the use of his pupils ten
33years previously." Adam viewed the work, in common with his

earlier two efforts, as part of a tripartite plan to provide a "common
34plan of education in this country" something he felt to be

conspicuously absent. By making his pupils aware of ancient geography

and history, and by contrasting the ancient with the modern, he sought

to heighten their awareness of these other two disciplines and increase
their general knowledge. The aim was spelt out explicitly in the

Preface of the work: "The usefulness of classical learning is

universally acknowledged; but it has been alleged, that the time

requisite for acquiring it prevents a sufficient attention from being

paid to general knowledge.... to connect, therefore, the study of
classical learning with that of general knowledge is the design of the 

35following work."

Following his normal routine, Adam submitted the new book to 33 34 35

33. Dictionary of National Biography. Volume 1 (1908) Article on 

Adam by Pillans.

34. Alexander Adam. Preface to 1st Edition of Roman Antiquities, 1791.

35. Alexander Adam. Preface to Summary of Ancient Geography and 
History, 1794.
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various scholars for their opinions and, indeed, engaged in a quite 

extensive correspondence with the Reverend Dr. William Vincent, Dean 
of Westminster, on the subject. Vincent's initial reaction to the 
Geography was contained in a letter to Adam dated 18th November,

1794.

"You may readily suppose that I have not leisure to peruse your 

Summary so as to be qualified to give a correct judgement upon the 

several parts but I highly approve of the general arrangement of 

the work, more particularly the preliminary part, and the mixture 

of History with Geography.

u
. Maps certainly ought to accompany the work and the consideration 

is whether in a separate volume, or bound with the book. A general 

map of the classical 'orbis terrarum' ought certainly to be the first, 

and a pair of Globe maps like your second. I think both of yours 

very deficient (neither the Globe map or the map of India notice 

Rennell's grand discovery of the Burrampooter) and I'would wish you 

to have for the first, D'Anville's orbis veteribus rather reduced 

and engraved and Cadell (London publisher) will easily furnish you 

with an old plate of Globe maps. I wish you after these to take a 

set of maps from D'Anville's Geographie Ancienne which are all of a 

size to find in an octavo without folding, and to under engrave the 

modern names of the principal towns, mountains and rivers which 

D'Anville's work will supply. Your objection to this plan will be 

expense. The purchaser must pay it. A boy will have only one 

book to buy instead c£ tv©, and the expense will be saved by having 
the book last longer, when all the maps will bind without folding 

except the Globe maps, and with boys every fold which exceeds the
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size of the book is a source of frustration." A footnote adds: 
"I write in great haste that no time be lost for I think the book

O  C
should not be published till the maps are ready."

Adam's reply to Vincent of 5th December, 1794 indicated an ability 

on the author's part to accept criticism and advice: "I return many 
thanks for your last favour. Your approbation of my labours gives 

me the highest pleasure. I conceived that such a work would be a 

useful addition to the antiquities, and were I able to compile a 
dictionary (which he did in 1805) in the manner I wish, it would 

complete my plan. I cannot express how much I think myself indebted 

to you for the kind attention you have been so good as to give to the 
subject of maps. I see you are a much better judge of that matter 
than I am. I entirely agree with your opinion, in which I find Mr. 

Cadell and Mr Strahan (London publishers) coincide. I received 

their letter at the same time with yours, and wrote them in course 

of post to get the maps done as soon as possible, in the manner you 

suggested. I even requested, that if they were at a loss about any 

thing, they would apply to you for advice. You see what freedom your 

goodness leads me to use with you. You will add still further to 

my obligations to you, if you will take the trouble at your convenience

to point out any mistakes I have fallen into, or improvements I should 
37make." A postscript to this exchange occurred in a letter from

Collected Correspondence'of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 
Letter Number 60.

37. Ibid. Letter Number 62.
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Vincent to Adam some three years later when, on 6th February, 1797, 

Vincent wrote: "I congratulate you on the success of your Geography, 
which I had foretold, and I see a new edition going on" (Second

OQedition, 1797)

Altogether the Summary of Ancient Geography and History enjoyed

six editions (see Appendix six) but although Henderson refers to the
fact that "the work was received with avidity, and large impressions 

39were sold", it never enjoyed the extensive circulation of the first 

two books, no translations were produced and the American market 

was not tapped.

(iv) Other works

Adam's final two works, the Classical Biography of 1800 and A

Compendious Dictionary of the Latin Tongue (1805), were also

destined to enjoy only limited circulation. The Classical Biography,
a work similar in many ways to J. Lempriere's Bibliotheca Classica,

was published in Edinburgh in the autumn of 1800 and "was originally

intended to serve as an appendix to the large Latin dictionary, upon

which the Rector had been previously employed for almost seven years,

when he found that the subordinate work had insensibly increased to
40the bulk of a separate publication." The work was designed chiefly

Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 

Letter Number 67.

Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823. Volume 7. p. 410.’

Henderson. Life of Adam p. 85.
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to contribute to the illustration of the Latin Classics; it was 

arranged alphabetically and contained short accounts of the Gods and 
Heroes and more extensive descriptions of the most distinguished 
Romans. There was, in fact, only one further edition of the 

Classical Biography (London, 1802) and even the loyal biographer 

Henderson, is more mute in his praise of this performance: "he (Adam) 
comprised.... a copious fund of information and reference. He spared 

neither time nor labour in ascertaining the proper authorities for 

every fact and statement which he had occasion to introduce in every 
progressive step of his undertaking. In this manner, our author's

works gained undeniable superiority over all others of the same
. „41nature.

Adam's final work, A Compendious Dictionary of the Latin Tongue, 

was, in fact, an abridgement of the work he had originally intended; 

"but being discouraged from executing his design, by the high price 

of paper and printing, he resolved, in the meantime, to publish an 
abridgement for the use of learners; and, to render it useful also 

to more advanced Students, he has intermingled a full explication
A Oof such words, as appeared most important or difficult." This 

'abridged' version consisted of an eight hundred and twenty six page 

Lexicon Latinae Compendiarium, a one hundred and eighty six page 

English and Latin Dictionary and a seventy two page Index of Proper 

Names. Consequently, it could hardly be termed a ’vade mecum' for 41 42

41. Henderson. Life of Adam. p. 104.

42. Alexander Adam. Preface to A Compendious Dictionary of the
Latin Tongue 1805.
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a schoolboy and, indeed, it is Adam's most exhaustive work.

The work was, however, apparently intended chiefly for the use
of schools and was to be followed by a larger work, containing copious

illustrations of every word in the language. Adam Dickenson, editor

of the second Edition of the Dictionary in 1814, wrote of it: "The
character which Dr. Adam has acquired by his former works for patient

research and correct detail, stamped a high and deserved authority on

this book. The clear account of the different meanings of words, the
explanation of idioms, and happy translation of difficult passages,

which abound, particularly in the latter half, are admirably well

adapted to remove the difficulties of the younger students, and

render the work, notwithstanding the modesty of its pretensions,
equally valuable, to the more advanced. It is much to be regretted

he did not live to complete his larger work, on the extended scale

on which the latter part of the small one is executed."43 Despite

this defence, and despite Henderson's pointing to the 'value' of the

work which demonstrated Adam's "assiduous labour" and "undivided 
44attention", it is difficult to believe, nowadays, that a work on so 

massive a scale as the one thousand one hundred page abridged version, 

could have appeared anything other than daunting to a thirteen year 

old schoolboy no matter what the clarity of the presentation, the 

scholastic merit of the work or the ability of the pupil. Certainly, 

the work's circulation was limited and the first two editions, in 1805 

and 1814, were followed only by one reissue in 1822. However, the

43. Dr. Steven. History of the High School. p. 169+170.

44. Henderson. Life of Adam p. 104.
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cumulative effect of the five publications was to give Adam an 

international reputation as a classical scholar. It remains to be 

determined in the next section just how influential he was in terms 
of curricular philosophy and methodology.

(v) Adam and Other Scholars

A by-product of Adam's publications, as we have seen, is that 

it brought him into contact with other scholars. His inspection 

copies of the five published works prompted critical reaction. Nor 
was this by any means a one way process since many scholars, in their 

turn, submitted their works to Adam for his approval. Dr. Mavor of 

Woodstock wrote to Adam on the 16th August, 1793 to praise the Roman
Antiquities and to invite Adam's criticism of a work of his (Mavor's) 

45own. The Rev. Dr. Vincent, Dean of Westminster and a regular 

correspondent, was keen to obtain Adam's view of a forthcoming 

publication as he makes explicit in a letter to Adam of 6th February, 

1797: "My 'Nearchus' sailed last Tuesday. When he may reach

Edinburgh I cannot say, but if you will enquire for him and examine 

the course he has pursued, I shall esteem it a particular kindness; 

as a good word from you, if he deserves it, will go far to give him 

a favourable reception among your countrymen." Adam replied at 

length in a letter of 8th May, 1797. 45 46

45. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 
Letter Number 55.

46. Ibid. Letter Number 67.
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"After perusing your Nearchus, I gave it to a friend, who is an 

excellent classical scholar, and a good judge. His opinion of the 
work coincided with my own, that it does you great honour. He was 
particularly pleased with your account of the mouths of the Euphrates. 

Upon enquiring a few days ago at the shop of Mr. Creech, one of our 

chief booksellers here, I was told that they had disposed of all the 

copies they had received from London. Your researches display a 
depth‘of erudition which few possess, and which the many are

incompetent to judge of......There is one thing I beg leave to submit
to your consideration, whether it would not be useful to make a popular 

book, in a small size, by giving a short but interesting sketch of the 

whole history of Alexander, with a brief account of the Voyage of 
Nearchus subjoined as an appendix, without any minute investigation, 

but mentioning only the result of your inquiries, with references to
A7  *your dissertations and your larger work on Nearchus."

Whilst it is not proposed to quote extensively from other letters 

of this nature, this last example, and, indeed, Vincent's letter to 

Adam of 18th November, 1794 regarding Adam's Geography,47 48 offers 

evidence of the overall tone of the scholastic communications. The 

letters exude mutual esteem and offer a helpful mixture of scholarly

47. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 

Letter Number 70.

48. Ibid. Letter Number 60.
* Nearchus wrote an account of Alexander the Great's voyage 

from the Indian Ocean to the Euphrates which was included 
in Vincent's "History of the Commerce, Navigation, and 
Discoveries of the Ancients, in the Indian Ocean".
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and stature as a classical scholar, the requests for criticisms of
other men's works increased. Accordingly, he was sent, inter alia,

49copies of The Polite Philosopher by George Tait, an edition of a

Latin Grammar by Lindley Murray of York, "as a small mark of the
50respect which he entertains for his talents and character", and a

51Latin exercise book by Edward Valpy of Reading.

Adam's scholastic correspondence was not, however, limited to 
literary criticism. He was the recipient of a diverse range of 

requests. Thus, on 29th March, 1773, Lord Rosebery wrote to Adam 

from London seeking advice as to whether "Graham of Inverness or
52Davidson of Airth" should be given the vacancy on the Dalmeny Estate.

In response to a request from Mr. Andrew Dun, Rector of the Grammar

School of Aberdeen, Adam wrote a lengthy letter to that gentleman on
53the subject of "the economy of schools". Sir William Forbes sought

54Dr. Adam's advice on an "appropriate motto" for the Bishop of London.

review and practical suggestions. With Adam's increasing reputation

49. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 

Letter Number 78.

50. Ibid. Letter Number 96.

51. Ibid. Letter Number 130

52. Ibid. Letter Number 9.

53. Ibid. Letter Number 73.

54. Ibid. Letter Number 101
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His own former pupils were acutely aware of his worth and had 
no hesitation, in later life, in availing themselves of Adam's 
expertise. Sir John Sinclair, author of the First Statistical 

Account of Scotland, approached Adam for an article on education in 

a letter of 5th November, 1798: "I am just getting the Statistical 

Accounts of the Universities in Scotland down to the press, and I 
shall really want nothing to complete the whole plan I had engaged 

in, but the paper which you at one time had the goodness to promise 
me on the system of School Education in Scotland. I need not state 
to you the importance of such a paper, and I know none so capable of 

doing it ample justice. Do you think it possible, to be able to 

furnish me with such a paper in the space of 5 or 6 months."55 On 
this particular occasion, however, Adam felt unable to assist:

"When you proposed to me to give an account of the High School, you 

will remember I made some objection to my undertaking it. In 

consequence however of what you said, I set seriously to work and 

collected several books for the purpose; but before I had gone far, 

I foresaw such difficulties in the execution, as determined me to 

desist. You will recollect I mentioned some of my reasons to you 

one day, when I had the pleasure of meeting you on the street. A 

mere Statistical account of the High School would hardly be worth 

inserting in your work, without connecting it with the state of 

education in the country. On this subject it would be impossible

55. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2.
Letter Number 79.
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for me to express my sentiments freely, without incurring the 
displeasure of many whom at present I should not choose to offend."56

Scholastic disputations and scholastic arbitrations also 

featured prominently in Adam's correspondence. Dr. David Doig, 

Master of the Grammar School of Stirling wrote to Adam on 26th May, 
1794 thanking him for the loan of a book on Greek verbs, and 

criticising some of the assumptions made therein. David Stewart 

took Adam to task because "you omitted the Grace before Meals in 
your account of the Roman Entertainments" in Roman Antiquities but 

balanced this with an invitation "to take a family dinner",58 

Alexander Fraser-Tytler (Lord Woodhouselee) questioned Adam's 
"interpretation of the first stanza of the 86th Psalm of Buchanan", 
but added that "I am desirous that Patrick (his son) should have the 

advantage of your Instructions likewise for the Greek",59 and General 

Melville requested Adam to arbitrate in a dispute between "two 

literary gentlemen with respect to the origin, authenticity and true 

meaning of an Epithet in Latin....General Melville not knowing of 

any Gentleman who is so well qualified to give a solution as he 

believes Dr. Adam to be, if one can be given, has therefore given

56. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 
Letter Number 80.

57. Ibid. Letter Number 56.

58. Ibid. Letter Number 81

59. Ibid. Letter Number 93.
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the Dr. this trouble by his Secretary the Rev. Mr. Ireland who will 

bring any answer he shall receive."6^

One of Adam's most celebrated 'alumni', Sir Walter Scott

(1782-1783),busy with an edition of Dryden's works, wrote to Adam on

18th August, 1806, for assistance with the derivation of a Latin phrase
"Will you permit me to request your assistance in a matter where I

know no person better qualified than yourself to afford it? It has

perhaps come to your knowledge that I have been for some time busy on
an entire edition of Dryden's works, which, to the shame of the past

century, has not been undertaken by one better qualified for the task.

I observe that Johnson criticises the title which Dryden has given to
his. Lamentation or Elegy for Charles the Second as not being classical.
Threnodia Augustalis is, you know, the phrase employed. As a good

editor, I will not, if I can help it, leave this blot on the poet's

scutcheon, unless the criticism is confirmed by you after you have

considered the authorities, if any occur, for the epithet Augustalis.

I have turned over the few classics I have with me at this farm

EAshiestiel, by Selkirk], but to no purpose, and therefore use the

freedom of an old disciple to request your assistance, and that you

will forgive this trouble from, Dear Sir, Your affectionate humble
SiServant, Walter Scott." 60 *

60 Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 

Letter Number 111.
61> Thp Letters of Sir Walter Scott (Edited by H..JVC. Grierson, 

Vol. 12 A 1937). (pp. 387. +• 388).
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Adam's reply to this request has not survived but, clearly, he 

provided the necessary ammunition since, in the introduction to the 
poem in his edition of Dryden, Scott wrote: "The Latin title of
this poem, like that of the Religio Laici. savours somewhat of 

affectation and has been taxed by Johnson as not strictly classical, 

a more unpardonable fault. My learned friend, Dr. Adam, has 
favoured me with the following defence of Dryden's phrase: 'With 
respect to the title which that great poet gives to his elegy on the 

death of Charles, making allowance for the taste of the times and 
the licence of poets in 'framing names', I see no just foundation 

for Johnson's criticism on the epithet Augustalis." Scott proceeds 

to parade the various classical precedents which Adam had adduced 
to. justify Dryden's use of the phrase.

Some correspondents wrote in the hope that their modest classical 

efforts might be accorded some measure of recognition by this famous 
scholar. Walter Johnston wrote to Adam in June, 1771 to congratulate 

"You and Your Worthy Colleagues, for the intended erection of a (new) 

School" and accompanied the letter with a Latin poem upon the event 

which he hoped Adam would "approve of, as both Classical and 

Poetical"^; James Graeme sent Adam a parody of a Horace ode.^ Some 62 63 64

62. The Letters of Sir Walter Scott (Edited Grierson) p. 388.

63. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 
Letter Number 13.

64. Ibid. Letter Number 14.
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very famous scholars used Adam as an intellectual sounding board off 

whom to bounce ideas. Notable among these 'literati; was Lord Karnes 
who wrote to Adam three times during 1780 concerning a proposed 
treatise on the principles of grammar - a letter which contains an 
interesting footnote concerning 'bickers' (street-fights)fConcerning 

"pronouns"65 66 67; and, concerning the possibility of "essays or 
reflections upon grammar to be published during your life, or to be 

left as a monument of your knowledge."

What emerges very clearly from a perusal of Adam's correspondence

is the universally high regard in which he appears to have been held.

His published works established his reputation as one of Europe's

foremost classical authorities and fellow 'literati' were quick to pay

tribute. The Rev. Dr. Vincent, writing to Alexander Henderson,
Adam's biographer,provided an appropriate epitaph to Adam's work as a

classical scholar: "I know well his extreme attention to his

profession, and his excellent method of teaching. His publications
were not merely useful, but the best of their kind. The Antiquities

and Latin Dictionary were formed upon an excellent model: and the

former particularly, by giving the Latin phrases for the circumstances

explained, was one of the best school-books published in my time...I

respect him as one of the most indefatigable instructors, and one that
„  • „68loved his profession."

65. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2. 

Letter Number 19.
66. Ibid. Letter Number 20.

67. Ibid. Letter Number 21.

68. Annual Biography and Biography for 1823, Volume 7, p. p.424+425.
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C H A P T E R  F O U R

ADAM, THE EDUCATIONALIST

(i) The Educational Background

For any student of Enlightenment education, the words of Voltaire

ring dauntingly down the centuries: "I learned Latin and nonsense."1

Education in the late eighteenth century was, de facto, something to
be experienced only by the privileged, the able or the fortunate, a

fact of life encapsulated by Rousseau in Emile : "The poor have no
2need of education." Most of the great Enlightenment philosophes

were products of a classical education and, almost to a man, they
condemned the experience and called for a modernising of the process

by improving the teaching of the classics and by diversifying the

curriculum as a whole. Whilst their outraged cries of condemnation

were undoubtedly justified, it has been pointed out that "the

philosophes themselves are splendid testimony that the schools taught

the classics pleasantly enough to attract pupils to unbelief, and

memorably enough to permit them later to read, cite and use the

classics they had mastered. The schools, even though they were

justly under attack, served better than the philosophes, as ungrateful
3pupils, liked to remember." Peter Gay's point is well made but it * 1 2 3

f1. Voltaire. Education, Questions sur 1'Encyclopédie
("Oeuvres", XV111).

' . /2. J—J. Rousseau. Emile, ou de l'éducation, p, 27.

3. Peter Gay. -The Enlightenment; An Interpretation. Vol.2. p. 503.
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must also be remembered that the philosphes were the exceptions 

rather than the rule and that criticism of arid classical education 
had been in the air for some quite considerable time.

It was John Locke who, at a very early stage, articulated clearly

what many people were thinking. He "denounced the traditional method
of teaching by rote, and thought it wholly inappropriate to beat
children for the sake of dead tongues. He did not object to Latin;

he objected rather to its disproportionate importance in the
curriculum and the mechanical manner in which it was taught. With a
boldness rare in his day, Locke urged that education be somehow made

relevant to the future career needs of the pupil"'? In Locke's words:

"Can there be anything more ridiculous than that a father should
waste his money and his son's time in setting him to learn the Roman

language, when, at the same time, he designs him for a trade wherein

he, having no use of Latin, fails not to forget that little which he
brought from school, and which it is ten to one he abhors for the ill

5usage it procured him?" There is no evidence that Alexander Adam 

had read Locke's treatise on education, or indeed that he sympathised 

with this early advocacy of vocational training, but there is a 

remarkable compatibility between the Englishman's theory and the 

Scotsman's practice; and, whilst the philosophes had merely 

fulminated about rote learning and "the organised flogging of remote 4 5

4. Peter Gay. The Enlightenment: An Interpretation. Vol. 2. p.507.

5. Locke. Some Thoughts Concerning Education (1693), paragraph 184.
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classics into reluctant schoolboys," Adam was to evolve a system 

which was both humane and useful, a system which was unique in 
Scotland and a system which was to have a strong influence upon 
methodological, curricular and disciplinary issues in teaching in 

circles far removed from his Edinburgh classroom.

0

Before attempting to analyse these, it might be pertinent to 

focus briefly upon the role of the classical Scottish Grammar School 

in general and the position of the High School of Edinburgh in 
particular. The Grammar or High Schools had for centuries enjoyed 

a privileged position in Scottish education; the Scottish Parliament 

passed a law in 1494 ordering that the eldest sons of barons and 

freeholders ought to be sent to the grammar schools, and annexing a 
penalty of 20 pounds for any failure to comply with this legislation. 

Pupils entering these seminaries would in all probability have spent 

some time at one of the English or Lecture Schools and they would 

most certainly be acquainted with the rudiments of reading, counting 
and spelling. They would enter the High School at about the age of 

nine and spend the next four or five years mostly in the study of 

Latin with a view to entering university, a natural prerequisite since, 

throughout most of the eighteenth century, much of the lecturing was 

still done in Latin. These schools represent the traditional Scottish 

education. "They are the schools of Grant's Burgh Schools of Scotland, 

the schools praised in many histories as bringing democratic education *

6. Peter Gay. The Enlightenment : An Interpretation. Vol. 2, p. 507.
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to large numbers of people and so producing a higher standard of

literacy in Scotland than obtained in other countries at the time.
They are also the schools criticised by Johnson in the Journey to the
Western Islands: 'The grammar schools are not generally well

supplied; for the character of a schoolmaster being there less

honourable than in England, is seldom accepted by men who are capable
to adorn it, and where the school has been deficient, the college

7(university) can effect little.'"

Whatever their strengths or imperfections, Edinburgh had three

High Schools during the period under review; the High School of

Edinburgh, the High School of the Canongate and the Grammar School of
So.uth Leith. Whilst all three were of ancient foundation, the High
School of Edinburgh could trace its roots back to the monks of

Holyrood and it was, according to one historian, "much the most

important school in the City, and for long periods in the eighteenth
century, it was pre-eminent in Scotland. The influence of its best

0
teachers was widespread." In class-conscious Edinburgh, moreover, 

the High School of Edinburgh was socially the most desirable and it 

had from an early time served not only Edinburgh but Scotland. "Boys 

of noble families, or of the landed gentry, many of whom lived part of 

the year in Edinburgh, were accustomed to attend the High School along
9with the sons of burgesses." This is verified in the Minutes of the 7 8

7. Alexander Law. Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century (1965), 
p.58. (Johnson's Journey, ed. H. Lascelles, New Haven 1971, p.160).

8. Ibid. p. 59.

9. Ibid, p. 59.
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Town Council of Edinburgh which record that the annual subscription

of one shilling as a minimum for the High School Library was collected
in March "before the Gentlemen's children from the Country leave the 

10Town." Further proof of its importance is the fact that control 

of the High School of Edinburgh was firmly in the hands of the Town 

Council. Although some of the details of its administration were 
dealt with by the College, and although the Presbytery had statutory 

rights under an Act of 1707 to satisfy themselves about the conduct 

and qualifications of all schoolmasters and to see that they signed 
the Confession of Faith, the Town Council retained the right to hire 

and fire. "The Presbytery inspected all schools, but the Town Council 

comparatively early in the eighteenth century came to an agreement with 
the Presbytery and incorporated the Presbytery's inspections into their 
own existing method of annual 'visitations’. The new building of the 

High School was erected through the work of an independent committee, 

which raised funds for the purpose but, when the school was built, the 

Town Council received it, and continued to administer it."11 Such 

tight control was unusual at this time both nationally, since the 

Presbyteries claimed some control over the High Schools in many of 

Scotland's towns, and locally, since control of the Canongate High 

School alternated between the Bailies of the Canongate and the Kirk 

Session of the Canongate, whilst control of the Grammar School of 

South Leith was vested squarely with the Kirk Session. *

10. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 23rd May 1770.

11. Law. Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century, p. 63.
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Alexander Adam, thus, served in one of Scotland's premier Grammar 

Schools for some four-and-a-half decades. In assessing his 
influence upon education, I shall seek to examine his personal 
qualities as a teacher, his teaching method, his educational 

philosophy, his curricular innovations and his work in setting up the 
Schoolmasters 'Widows' Fund.

(ii) Adam, The Teacher

During the course of his long and illustrious career, Adam taught 

in excess of four thousand boys. In the eighteenth century the 

Rector was simply 'primus inter pares' and his function was to teach. 

The teaching organisation at the High School of Edinburgh during the 
eighteenth century was similar to that which had obtained at the 

College of Edinburgh and, indeed, at the other Scottish Universities 

during the seventeenth century. At the College, the staff consisted 
of a Principal and four Regents, and each Regent took his class 

through all the subjects for a four-year course. This organisation 

was ultimately changed since it did not allow for specialisation or 

advanced study. During Adam's tenure of office, each Master took 

his class for the four-year course before handing it on to the Rector 

for a final year or two; increasingly, boys elected to spend two 

years under Adam's influence rather than the mandatory one session, a 

fact which illustrates quite graphically how worthwhile they felt this 
time to be.

Basically, therefore, Adam was a teacher and, according to the 

testimonies of many of his pupils, he was an exceptional member of
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the profession. Whilst it is also evident from these same accounts

that the quality of some of the other masters was doubtful, and even
allowing for the more effusive language of the time, the warmth,
gratitude, respect and admiration felt by these intelligent and

impressionable young men for their mentor is most striking. Francis
Jeffrey, then a fifteen year-old student at Glasgow University,

articulated what he felt about his experiences under Adam in a letter
to the Rector dated 7th January 1789: "When I recollect the mass of
instruction I have received from your care - when I consider the

excellent principles it was calculated to convey - when I contemplate

the perspicuous, attentive, and dispassionate mode of conveyance -

and, when I experience the advantages and benefits of all these, I
cannot refrain the gratification of a finer feeling in the

acknowledgement of my obligations. I am sufficiently sensible that

these are hackneyed and cant phrases; but, as they express the

sentiments of my soul, I think they must be tolerated. If you ever
find leisure to notice this, I shall esteem your answer as a

particular honour; and that you may more easily accomplish that, I

inform you that I lodge at Mr. Milne's, Montrose Lodgings. So - this

is an introductory letter; it wants indeed the formality of such a

performance; but the absence of that requisite may for once be

supplied by the sincerity with which I assure you I am, dear sir,
12yours, etc., etc., F. Jeffrey."

Lord Brougham entered the Rector's Class in October, 1789 but 

only attended for the first two months of session before succumbing

12. Quoted in Lord Cockburn's Life of Lord Jeffrey (1852),pp. 15+16
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to an illness which precluded further schooling for several months.

However, he returned in October, 1790 and remained till August 1791 
when he left school, being dux of the year at the public examination.
In his autobiography published posthumously . sane eî rty years later, three years after 

his death, he, too, recalls his time spent under Adam with gratitude 
and affection: "His (Adam’s) great learning, his able and useful 
works, and his irreproachable character, as well as his untiring 

diligence and exemplary patience in his discharge of his duties, 

commanded the respect of all, and endeared him to those who had the 

inestimable benefit of his instruction. He had the faculty of 

exciting both an ardent love of the subjects he taught, and a spirit 

of enquiry into all that related to them. Stirred by his precepts 
and example, I spent the months during which I was kept from school by 
indisposition, in reading and trying my hand at composition. The 

progress I made during this illness clearly proved to me two things: 

first, the importance of allowing boys sufficient time for reading, 
instead of devoting the whole day, as at school, to Latin and Greek 

exercises; next, the great benefit of having a teacher who would dwell 

upon subjects connected with the lessons he taught, but beyond those 

lessons, thus exciting the desire of useful knowledge in his pupils."1^

In acknowledging so fully their debt to Adam, Jeffrey and Brougham 

make it clear that it was Adam's scholastic stature, his ability to 

stimulate them intellectually and his encouragement to them to read

13. Lord Brougham. Life and Times (1871), pp. 12-16.
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widely and to think for themselves, which had elicited their
gratitude and respect and, arguably, inculcated work habits which
were to last these outstanding public men throughout their lives.
For many boys, however, it was the humane treatment for which they

remembered the Rector as much as for the cerebral stimulation since

this was in stark contrast to the treatment they appear to have
experienced under the other masters. Adam Black, later a publisher,

M.P. for Edinburgh and Lord Provost of the City, spent his first four

years at the High School under Alexander Christison and a further two
years, 1795-97, in the Rector’s Class. The four years under

Christison "were years of cruel bondage. The great educator was the

tawse, a long thick leathern thong, cut into stripes, which, brought

down with great force upon the hand, was very painful, often leaving
marks of coagulated blood. Every day this teacher of the young....

the tawse was administered more or less liberally; no boy altogether 
14escaped." After four years, Adam 'escaped' into the Rector's Class 

where "he sat for two years more with pleasure and profit. The tawse 

was not the principal engine of education here. The master 

condescended to recognise the poor boys as human creatures, with 

certain tastes and feelings, not unworthy of sympathy; even in a 

Dominie. "Dr. Adam, says Adam Black, 'put himself on a more friendly 

footing with his pupils, and I think was rather kind to me'."14 15

14. Memoirs of Adam Black (edited by Alexander Nicolson,1885),pp.5+6.

15. Ibid.



91

The comparison between Adam and members of his staff, always to

the latter's detriment, is a constantly recurring theme in the memoirs
and autobiographies of former pupils of the High School of Edinburgh.
Lord Cockburn>too, spent four years with Christison (1787-91) before

reaching the Rector's Class (1791-3). Cockburn does not appear to

have enjoyed his schooldays. "The hereditary evils of the system
and of the place were too great for correction even by Adam; and the

general tone of the school was vulgar and harsh. Among the boys,

coarseness of language and manners was the only fashion. An English

boy was so rare, that his accent was openly laughed at. No lady

could be seen within the walls. Nothing evidently civilised was safe.

Two of the masters, in particular, were so savage, that any master

doing now (1856) what they did every hour, would certainly be 
16transported." His description of Christison is equally vivid,

"The person to whose uncontrolled discipline I was now subjected, 

though a good man, an intense student, and filled, but rather in the 

memory than in the head, with knowledge, was as bad a schoolmaster as 

it is possible to fancy. Unacquainted with the nature of youth, 

ignorant even of the characters of his own boys, and with not a 

conception of the art or of the duty of alluring them, he had nothing 

for it but to drive them; and this he did by constant and 

indiscriminate harshness.

16. Lord Cockburn. Memorials of His Time (1856), p.10.
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UThe effects of this were very hurtful to all his pupils. Out

of the whole four years of my attendance there were probably not ten
days in which I was not flogged, at least once. Yet I never entered
the class, nor left it, without feeling perfectly qualified, both in

ability and preparation, for its whole business; which, being
confined to Latin alone, and in necessarily short tasks, since every
one of the boys (ninety seven in all) had to rhyme over the very same

words,' in the very same way, was no great feat. But I was driven
stupid. Oh: the bodily and mental weariness of sitting six hours a

day, staring idly at a page, without motion and without thought, and

trembling at the gradual approach of the merciless giant. I never

got a single prize, and once sat boobie at the annual public
examination. The beauty of no Roman word, or thought, or action,
ever occurred to me; nor did I ever fancy that Latin was of any use

17except to torture boys."

The memories were not softened by the passing of the years for 

this eminent public man. His reactions to Adam are equally telling.

"After four years of this class, I passed on to that of the 

rector, Dr. Alexander Adam, the author of the work on Roman 

Antiquities, then in the zenith of his reputation. He had raised 

himself from the very dust to that high positon. Never was a man 

more fortunate in the choice of a vocation. He was born to teach 
Latin, some Greek and all virtue. In doing so he was generally

17. Lord Cockburn. Memorials of His Time (1856), pp. 3+4.
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patient, though not, when intolerably provoked, without fits of gentle 

wrath; inspiring to his boys, especially the timid and backward; 
enthusiastically delighted with every appearance of talent or goodness; 

a warm encourager by praise, play and kindness; and constantly under 

the strongest sense of duty. The art of teaching has been so 

immeasurably improved in good Scotch schools since his time, that we 
can scarcely estimate his merits now. Adam had most of the usual 
peculiarities of a schoolmaster; but was so amiable and so artless 

that no sensible friend would have wished one of them to be even 
softened. His private industry was appalling. If one moment late 

at school, he would hurry in, and explain that he had been detained 

'verifying a quotation'; and many a one did he verify at four in the 

morning. He told me at the end of one of his autumn vacations of six 
weeks, that, before it had begun, he had taken a house in the country, 

and had sent his family there, in order that he himself might have 

some rustic leisure, but that having got upon the scent of some curious 

passages (his favourite sport) he had remained with his books in the 

town, and had never even seen the country house."18

Whilst implicitly or explicitly acknowledging that Adam was a 

supreme master of the art of teaching, both Adam Black and Lord 

Cockburn were clearly most attracted by the Rector's human qualities. 

Here was a man who could exercise patience and control rather than 

beating knowledge into his pupils; a man who would enthuse his pupils 

rather than bore them; a man who believed in encouraging all pupils

18. Lord Cockburn. Memorials of His Time, pp. 4+5.
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to achieve their potential, whether they possessed the formidable 
intellect of a Brougham or a Jeffrey or whether they were "timid and 
backward"; a man, above all, who appeared to like boys and who 
treated them kindly: Adam possessed, too, that dash of idiosyncracy

and eccentricity calculated to appeal to schoolboys of any time or 

place, the archetypal 'absent-minded professor' who could forget his 
family for six weeks because he was so involved in his current 

enthusiasm.

Such endearing human qualities must have come as a blessed relief 

to those High School boys who had been exposed to the tender mercies 

of a second master, William Nicol. Nicol, a friend, a correspondent 

and a drinking companion of Robert Burns, the "Willie" who "brewed a 
peck o' maut" (song of the same title), was a master at the school 

between 1774 and 1795, when he resigned following a violent physical 

attack upon Adam. The Right Honourable Charles Hope, Dux of the 

school in 1777, provides a fascinating insight into the character of 
Nicol who, although a man of much native ability, proved to be so vain 

and irascible that he made an embarrassing travelling companion, as 

Burns discovered on his Highland tour.

"Nicol, as you say, was a good Scholar, but I did not consider 

him a better Scholar than Adam or Fraser. - His passions were quite 

ungovernable and He was altogether a most unprincipled Savage. - He 

persecuted poor Adam by every means in his power; and at last was 

guilty of a brutal Assault on him, for which the Magistrates did not 

expell him as they ought to have done. - As a specimen of Nicol's 
unprincipled disposition, and at the same time of his Selfish cunning, 

take the following Anecdote. - You know it was at that time the Custom
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for the Rector once a week to go and examine the Class of one of the 

other Masters, who, at the same time, came into the Rector's Class 
and examined it. - On one of those occasions, when I was Dux of the 
Rector's Class, Nicol came to examine us. - He seemed to be in 

particular good humour, anticipating, I have no doubt, the triumph he 

expected over the Rector. - He went on for some time in the usual way, 
hearing us translate and construe. - He then began to put some difficult 

questions, which several of the Boys could not answer, but on putting 

them to me and other Boys at the Head of the Class, they were all 
answered. - At last, He put a question which neither I nor any other 

Boy could answer. - On which he turned to me and said, You are a 

pretty fellow, Sir, to be at the Head of this School - not to be able 
to answer this question - I'll show you that your Cousin, John Hope 

(the late Lord Hopetoun) in my Class can answer it and make you ashamed 

of yourself. - He then called the Janitor and desired him to call John 

Hope to come to Him. - John came and the question was put to him, but 

John could not answer it. Nicol was evidently very angry, but He had 
the Selfish Cunning not to outrage the Son of Such a Man as Old Lord 

Hopetoun. - So He merely desired Hope to go away and send Elliott, the 

Heriotter, to Him. - Accordingly Elliott came, and the question was 

repeated to him, but He did not answer it either, on which the Savage 

lost all command of himself, flew at poor Elliott, seized and shook 

(him) by both Ears, till He almost tore them off, and quite forgetting 

himself, exclaimed You Scoundrel, Have I not been drumming this into 

you for a week past - showing that he had been leading his Boys out of 

their depth, and attempting to make them get by rote things they did not 

understand, in hopes of having it to say, that His Boys only in the 

third class were further advanced than the Rectors. - This explosion 

operated like Electricity in the Class. — There was a universal shout
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and Hiss, and we all ran out of the school, leaving Nicol frantic but
19stupefied with rage."

Whilst it is intended to analyse Adam's poor relationship with
his colleagues under a review of his methodology, philosophy and
curricular innovations, it is interesting to note in passing that,

in addition to Nicol, several of these colleagues were also friends of

Burns.. Indeed, of the twelve other classical masters who served with
Adam at the High School of Edinburgh between 1764 and 1809, three

other men had strong links with the poet. William Cruickshank, who

had been Rector of the High School of the Canongate (1770-72), was a
High School master between 1772-1795); Burns lived in Cruickshank's
house in 1787 and it was to Cruickshank's daughter Jenny that Burns
wrote "A rosebud by my early walk". Another master, James Gray,

married Mary Peacock who was a close friend of Agnes Craig McLehose

("Clarinda"), whilst Allan Masterton, Writing Master to the High School
(1795-99), was described by Burns as "one of the worthiest men in the

20world, and a man of real genius." It is not on record that Adam 

and Burns ever met but the great poet's opinion of the schoolmaster 

was formed upon information given to him by Cruickshank and Nicol. 19 20

19. The Hope Manuscript. Taken from Robert Burns: His Associates 

and Contemporaries by Robert T. Fitzhugh (Edinburgh University 
Library).

20. Quoted in Teachers in Edinburgh in the 18th Century by Alexander
Law. (.Book_J?f_the Old Edinburgh dub): Book XXX11 (1966),p. 142
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In the only two allusions to Alexander Adam in his voluminous 
correspondence, Burns would appear to have been very sympathetic to 
the anti-Adam lobby which undoubtedly existed among Adam's colleagues. 
In a letter to Robert Ainslie, Burns wrote:

"I write you just now on a vexatious business. - I don't know if
I ever told you some very bad reports that Mrs. Mc(Leho)se once told

me of Mr. NIcol. I had mentioned the affair to Mr. Cruickshank, in
the course of conversation about our common friend, that a lady had

said so & so, which I suspected had originated from some malevolence

of Dr. Adams. - He had mentioned this story to Mr. Nicol cursorily,

and there it rested; till now, a prosecution has commenced between
Dr. A.-& Mr. N-, & Mr. N.- has press'd me over & over to give up the

lady's name. - I have refused this; & last post Mr. N- acquaints me,

but in very good natured terms, that if I persist in my refusal, I am

to be served with a summonds to compear & declare the fact. - Heaven
knows how I should proceed! I have this moment wrote Mrs. Mc-se,

telling her that I have informed you of the affair; & I shall write

Mr. Nicol by Tuesday's post that I will not give up any female friend

till farther consideration; but that I have acquainted you with the

business & the name; & that I have desired you to wait on him, which

I intreat, my dear Sir, you will do; & give up the name or not, as
21yonce Mrs. Mc-se's prudence shall suggest."

In December, 1788 Burns wrote to Cruickshank in the following

21. The Letters of Robert Burns edited by J. de L. Ferguson (1931) 
Volume 1 pp. 249-250, Letter 266.
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terms: "It gave me a very heavy heart to read such accounts of the
consequences of your quarrel with that puritanic, rotten-hearted,
hell-commissioned scoundrel, Adam. If, notwithstanding your

unprecedented industry in public, and your irreproachable conduct in

private, he still has you so much in his power, what ruin may he not
22bring on some others I could name." Despite such epistolary 

censure and the evident disapprobation of certain members of his staff 
the students' perceptions of Adam's qualities as a teacher remain 

wholly enthusiastic. George Combe, the phrenologist, and a student 
at the High School between 1797 and 1802, offers further insights into 

the differing teaching standards which appear to have obtained within 
the school and the remedial effect which a spell in Adam's class 
se.emed to have exercised after four years with another High School 
master, Luke Fraser.

"My father had a high opinion of him as a teacher, for, said he, 
•Mr. Fraser plies the tawse', - Anglice, beat the boys abundantly.

His reputation in this respect was well merited; for I soon learned 

that he taught nothing, but, before dismissing us every afternoon, 

prescribed certain lessons to be prepared for the next day.repetitions 

and translations for the first and second, and 'versions' in addition 

to those who were in their third and fourth years....The parents of 
the richer boys hired private tutors, who, in the evenings, taught 
them hew to perform these tasks; but I had no help whatever, and 

found myself incapable of overcoming the difficulties of the lessons..

22. The Letters of Robert Burns edited hv r r r.-----------------------  ---j-ocu oy j . ae l . Ferguson (1931)
Volume 1, pp. 281+282, letter 292.



99

..but when the incapables were reached, then beating took the place
of teaching. Mr. Fraser exhausted his muscular strength, which was
great, in inflicting blows, and saved his brain all the effort of
thinking. The torture and screams, and reckless injustice of this

rule made us High School boys, when we met many years later in society,
23ask each other 'under whom did you suffer'."

Combe goes on to describe the brutalities he experienced and 

witnessed in some detail. "Beating....was not a rare occurrence 
when our worthy teacher was disturbed by noise in a particular part 

of the school and was not able to distinguish who were the real 

culprits. He then held us all bound for each other's transgressions, 
and let loose upon us a perfect storm of lashes, striking on the head, 

arms, thighs, or back, whichever lay most convenient to his hand, and 

never ceasing till he was fairly out of breath and could beat no more. 
It is difficult to describe the indignation, the aversion, and the 

burning sense of injustice which this treatment excited in me. My 

delicate and sensitive frame and peculiar mental qualities made me 

feel it more keenly than strong, gay and unreflecting boys did; but 

even they revolted against it.

11 The disciplines waxed severer as time passed on, and in the 

third year it reached its acme. In the spring of that year Mr.
Fraser 'stript and whipt', to use his own expression, the boys at

23. Charles Gibbon. The Life of George Combe (1878), pp. 17+18.
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a great rate. I recollect one day seeing fifteen boys standing at a 
time in the middle of the floor with their breeches stript down, and 
he taking hold now of one and now of another threatening to commence 

the -whipping'. The door of the school-room was always locked during 
these proceedings; and just in the nick of time a knock was heard.

The order - 'Put up your breeches, my dears', was given and obeyed with 
lightning speed. Mr. Fraser opened the door, when in walked Lord 
Meadowbank, one of the supreme judges - whose son, James Allan 

Maconochie, was a pupil in the class - and he was received with smiles 
and honied tones, which appeared like a burst of sunshine through an 

opening in the clouds in a thunder-storm. His visit lasted till the 
hour of dismissal, and the victims escaped. I cannot call them 
culprits, because they had committed no moral offence; but some had 

made a noise, others had'been guilty of a badly written 'version*, 

and so forth. These inflictions were uniformly accompanied by a 

phraseology in utter contrast to their real character. When he called 
on a boy to hold out his hand to receive a shower of 'palmies' it was 

- 'Here, if you please, my dear'. Whack, whack, whack; scream, 

scream, scream. 'It is all for the good of your soul and your body, 

my dear'. In the third year all this discipline appeared to him 

insufficient; and, after announcing,'I must try a severer rod of 

correction, my dears', he walked to a small closet in the school, 

opened it amidst portentous silence, and brought out a short riding 

whip, such as gamekeepers are armed with, and with which in those days 

they lashed the hounds. It had a lash of knotted cord, and a short, 

thick handle, with an ivory whistle at the end; and with this 'rod of 
correction' he commenced operations. The lash twisted round the hand, 
leaving red scores on the skin, and, where the knots struck, in some 

instances drawing blood. All this torture was a substitute for
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| teaching."^”

After such physical vicissitudes and mental sterility, it is not 
perhaps surprising that Combe experienced relief on reaching the 

sanctuary of Adam's class. "As a teacher he was a great improvement 
on Mr. Fraser. He was old, but had still a sparkling eye, with a 
nervous, sanguine, and bilious temperament. His knowing organs 
predominated over the reflecting, but these also were pretty well 

developed; and he manifested Benevolence, Conscientiousness, and 
Philoprogenitiveness. He had published dictionaries and Roman 

Antiquities, which were much esteemed. If I recollect rightly, there 

was a map in his class-room, and he taught us something, spoke kindly 
to us, and beat us gently and never without reason. If I had been 

prepared for his class I should have profited by and enjoyed his 

| instruction." Whilst scarcely a panegyric, the Adam therapy worked 
so successfully that Combe's final thoughts on his schooldays read:

"My feelings were now much softened towards it (the High School).

I respected and even loved the venerable kind-hearted rector; and 

under his sway, being freed from terror and the constant irritation 

kept up in my moral faculties by the harshness and injustice of my 

former master, the beauties of the Latin classics opened upon me, and 

I enjoyed many pleasant hours with Ovid, Virgil and Horace."24 25 26

24. Charles Gibbon. The Life of George Combe (1878), pp, 19
25. Ibid; p. 47.

26. Ibid; p. 49.
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In reading the memoirs and autobiographies of former pupils of
the High School of Edinburgh, one is struck by how constantly
eulogistic are the appraisals of Adam's qualities as a teacher and

what a mixed press the other masters receive. Luke Fraser, for

example, the sadistic beater of George Combe's account, is described
f by Sir Walter Scott as "a good Latin scholar and a very worthy man."27 28

When Francis Jeffrey was seventeen he wrote "A Sketch, etc. (quoted
in Lord Cockburn's Life of Lord Jeffrey)in which he portrays Fraser
as "a plump, jolly, heavy-looking man, rather foolish - like as

otherwise, and in my opinion would have made a better landlord than a

pedagogue. He seats himself, looks smilingly around, asks some simple
questions, and seems well pleased with answers, which I knew I could
have made. I was struck; I could hardly believe my own senses; and
every moment I looked for the appearance of that rod which had so
terrified my apprehensions. The rod, however, made not its 

28appearance." Even Combe's younger brother, Andrew had a very 

different experience in Fraser's class. Writing to George in 1841, 

he says: "In October 1809, I moved to the Rector's class, then under 

Dr. Adam, who soon died; and in the interval which ensued between his 
death and the appointment of his successor, we passed under the 

government of Mr. Luke Fraser, now, however, an altered man. Age 

had made an impression on him, and he ruled with such a lax and 

unsteady hand, that disorder and amusement became the order of the day

27. J. G. Lockhart. Memoirs of The Life of Sir Walter Scott (1837) 
Autobiography p. 27.

28. Lord Cockburn. Life of Lord Jeffrey (1852), p. 6.
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In a short time one half of the boys betook themselves to Arthur's
Seat every alternate day or so, and were never missed. In truth,
their progress was in no way thereby impeded. They inhaled health,

and enjoyed fun, while those who attended school, of whom I was one,
2Qyawned, drawled, and played tricks by turns upon old Fraser."

There is none of this inconsistency, however, in the reaction of

former'pupils to Alexander Adam's qualities as a teacher and whilst
other testimonials may be briefer than the six already adduced, they
are, nonetheless, equally compelling. In his Memoir of Allan

Maconochie, Lord Meadowbank, Lord Brougham writes: "Allan, the Judge,

was born on 26th May, 1748, and his father being himself in the
profession, took care that his education should be carefully attended

to. With this view he obtained for him the assistance of Dr. Adam,

afterwards so celebrated as a teacher, and as a writer upon antiquities
and geography of ancient Italy. The young man was the only pupil to

whom this eminent and excellent person ever acted as private tutor;

and the result of his care was that the scholar acquired a familiar

acquaintance with the ancient languages and the classical writers,
30very unusual in those days and in that country. Although Adam had, 

in fact, tutored other young men privately (see Biography), the 

compliment was evidently sincere. 29 30

29. Life of Andrew Combe, M.D., p. 12 quoted in Gibbon's Life of 
George Combe (1878), p. 47 (footnote).

30. Memoir of Allan Maconochie, Lord Meadowbank by Lord Brougham 
(1845).(Reprinted from The Law Review and Quarterly Journal of
British and Foreign Jurisprudence No. 3).
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Lieutenant-Colonel John MacDonald, son of Flora and a student of 
Adam's 1769-70, felt so grateful to his alma mater that "he did not in 
after-life forget the scenes of his early youth, and some time 

previously to his death, invested a sum of money for the purpose of
giving a medal to the dux, or leader, of the 3rd class of the High

31School of Edinburgh."

William Smellie, the printer and naturalist, gave credit for his 
own eminence to the excellent grounding he had received at the High 

School and he had no doubts that Adam's contribution had been crucial. 

"It must not, however, be omitted, that this admirable system of the 

institutes of classical learning owes its present state of perfection
to- the unwearied diligence of the late worthy, learned and industrious

32 "Dr. Alexander Adam....

The Memoirs of R. And J. A. Haldane (1852)provides an anecdote 
which appears to be illustrative of Adam's love of scholastic ability 

and his capacity to inspire affection from his charges. The two boys, 

Robert and James, were both in Adam's class (1779-81) and, indeed, 

boarded with him. "Dr. Adam met him (James) in the street returning 

from school, and proposed to give him the pleasure of accompanying 

him to some show or exhibition. But observing that his clothes had 

been soiled in the boisterous amusements of the High School yards, the 
Rector reproved his little pupil, and said that he did not himself * 32

31• Memoir of Lieutenant-Colonel John Macdonald (1831)

32. Robert Kerr. Memoirs of the Life. Writiors end Corr..r„„e„„„
of William Smellie, F.R.S.. F.A.S.. pp. 18-20
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choose to be seen in such company. Before dismissing the boy, he
asked, however, what was his place in his class, and being told that
he was Dux, or first, the enthusiasm of the learned Rector was kindled,
and affectionately grasping the hand of his scholar, he exclaimed.

33'I would walk with you although you were clothed in rags'."
Enthusiasm for scholastic ability in another person is not always the 
hallmark of the scholar; it is, however, the hallmark of a great 

teacher.

It is appropriate, perhaps, to conclude this assessment of Adam,

as a teacher, a section in which the pupils have spoken for themselves,

by quoting the reactions of two of his most celebrated students, the
poet, Walter Scott and the politician, Francis Horner. By his own
admission, Scott was not the most enthusiastic of scholars: "I was

never a dunce, nor thought to be so, but an incorrigibly idle imp,

who was always longing to do something else than what was enjoined 
34him." In other words, a pretty normal boy! Nor had he been very 

enthusiastic about his three years under Luke Fraser and, in 

particular, singled out the system of streaming for criticism. His 

admiration for Adam, however, was unequivocal. 33 34

33. Alexander Haldane. Memoirs of R. and J, A. Haldane (1852), p.23

34. Sir Walter Scott. Autobiography, p. 29 footnote from Lockhart's
Memoirs of the Life of Sir Walter Scott (1837).
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"It was from this repectable man that I first learned the value 
of the knowledge I had hitherto considered only as a burdensome task.
It was the fashion to remain two years at his class, where we read 

Caesar, and Livy, and Sallust, in prose; Virgil, Horace, and Terence, 
in Verse. I had by this time mastered, in some degree, the 
difficulties of the language, and began to be sensible of its beauties. 
This was really gathering grapes from thistles; nor shall I soon 

forget: the swelling of my little pride when the Hector pronounced, 
that though many of my school-fellows (there were one hundred and six 

boys in the Rector's class of 1782 and one hundred and twenty four boys 

enrolled the following session (see Appendix 5 for the High School 
Library Register Rolls)) understood the Latin better, 'Gualterus Scott' 

was behind few in following and enjoying the author's meaning. Thus 

encouraged, I distinguished myself by some attempts at poetical 

versions from Horace and Virgil. Dr. Adam used to invite his scholars 
to such essays, but never made them tasks. I gained some distinction 

upon these occasions, and the Rector in future took much notice of me, 

and his judicious mixture of censure and praise went far to 

counterbalance my habits of indolence and inattention. I saw I was 

expected to do well, and I was piqued in honour to vindicate my master's 

favourable opinion. I climbed, therefore, to the first form; and, 

though I never made a first-rate Latinist, my schoolfellows, and what 

was of more consequence, I myself, considered that I had a character 

for learning to maintain. Dr. Adam, to whom I owed so much, never 

failed to remind me of my obligations when I had made some figure in 

the literary world. He was, indeed, deeply imbued with that fortunate 
vanity which alone could induce a man who has arms to pare and burn a 

muir to submit to the yet more toilsome task of cultivating youth.
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As Catholics confide in the imputed righteousness of their saints, so 
did the good old doctor plume himself upon the success of his scholars 

in life, all of which he never failed (and often justly) to claim as 
the creation, or at least the fruits, of his early instructions. He 
remembered the fate of every boy at his school during the fifty years 
he had superintended it, and always traced their success or 

misfortunes entirely to their attention or negligence when under his 
care. ‘ His 'noisy mansion' which to others would have been a 

melancholy bedlam, was the pride of his heart; and the only fatigues 

he felt, amidst din and tumult, and the necessity of reading themes, 
hearing lessons, and maintaining some degree of order at the same time, 
were relieved by comparing himself to Caesar, who could dictate to 

three secretaries at once; so ready is vanity to lighten the labours 

of duty."35

What is very clear from this testimonial by Scott is that Adam 

took a life-long interest in his pupils. As a classical republican 

and a passionate believer in the value of the 'vita actica', he 

sought to inculcate this philosophy into his 'boys' during the time 

they spent in his classroom. He was, himself, a workaholic, a fact 

testified to by all that knew him and most movingly perhaps by Scott 

himself, who, in a letter to Mrs. Thomas Scott on 27th December, 1809
described Adam's 'death-in-harness' in the following terms: "___Poor

old Dr. Adam died last week after a very short illness, which first 

affected him in school. He was light-headed, and continued to speak

35. Lockhart's Life of Scott (1837). Autobiography, pp. 31+32.
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as in the class until the very last, when, having been silent for 
many hours, he said, 'That Horace was very well said; you did not 

do it so well', then added faintly, 'But it grows dark, very dark, 
the boys may dismiss', and with these striking words he expired."3®

Another illustrious public man, Francis Horner, M.P., had spent 

four years at the High School of Edinburgh under William Nicol before 
joining the Rector's class (1790-92), where he was a classmate of 

Cockburn and Brougham, and from which he left as Dux in 1792. "He 

always retained a warm affection for this excellent man", and said 
of him, on 23rd December 1809: "No man ever led a more meritorious 
and serviceable life, and I have always felt a most agreeable debt 

of gratitude to him, for the love he gave me in early life for the 

pursuits which are still my best source of happiness, as well as for 

the most valuable impressions in all subjects of political opinion." 3 

Lord Brougham, in a letter to Dr. Steven, echoed these sentiments:

"Dr. Adam was one of the very best teachers he ever heard of, and by 

far the best he ever knew. Dr. Adam had the talent of making his 

pupils delight in learning, and he opened their minds to the knowledge 

both of the classics and the love of all other important studies."39 36 37 38

36. The Letters of Sir Walter Scott, edited Grierson. Volume 2, 
pp. 272+273.

37. Memoirs and Correspondence of Francis Horner, M. P. (Edi t-̂rl l 
Horner, (1S43) p. 3.

38. Dr. W. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, p. 170.

39. Ibid. p . 1 7 1 .
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Horner's final valediction appeared in a London newspaper and 
"was expressive of the real sentiment I entertain for'him."40

On the 20th (December)instant died at Edinburgh, after a few 
days illness, Alexander Adam, LL.D., rector of the High School, having 

f i l l e d  that situation for near forty years. His long life was to its 

very close an unremitted course of labour in the service of the public; 
all the leisure which the duties of his office left him being devoted 

to the composition of works for improving the methods of classical 

education in Scotland, but which were found to be so useful and 

accurate, that they have been received with approbation, and adopted 

in this country. To the most unwearied application, he joined an 
enthusiasm for learning and for the liberties of mankind, and 

possessed the most perfect independence and integrity of mind. The 
men who were educated in that school during his time, will long 

remember how he inspired his boys with an attachment both to himself 

and to the pursuits in which he instructed them, and will always 

regard his memory with affection and gratitude."41

Alexander Adam was an exceptional teacher. This is axiomatic 

from a reading of the testimonies of his pupils among which there is 

not one dissenting voice. Even Adam's enemies - and these were quite 

numerous and could be found among his own colleagues at the High

40. Dr. W. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, p. 171. 
¿¡I, Memoirs and Correspondence of Francis Horner, MP (edited,

L. Horner, 1843) Volume 2, pp. 14, 16.
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School of Edinburgh, on the staff at the College of Edinburgh and on 
the Town Council itself - did not choose, publicly at least, to 

refute this fact. Between 1764 and 1809, Adam's school became, both 

academically as well as in terms of prestige, Scotland's premier High 
School. Despite the substantial relocation of certain sections of 
Edinburgh's population from the Old Town to the New Town during the 

period in question, despite the school's continuing location in the 

insalubrious High School Yards in Infirmary Street, despite, too, the 

presence in the city of two other High Schools and four Hospital 

Schools to say nothing of the mass of private schools and excellent 
private teachers, with which Edinburgh was liberally supplied,42 

students flocked to the High School in ever increasing numbers as the 

century progressed (see Appendix 5). Adam's international stature as 
a leading classical scholar ensured that the name of his seminary 

became well-known as his text books became standard texts and works of 

reference; his considerable qualities as a human being attached him 

with ties of affection to several generations of High School boys. 

Through his own superlative example, he raised the collective 

consciousness of these same boys to the possibilities of a good 

education as compared to mechanical rote - learning which was then the 

fashion in many Scottish High Schools. His seminal importance in 

terms of methodology, curriculum development and educational philosophy 
will be dealt with in succeeding chapters.

There were other good schools in Scotland and, indeed, in

42 See Alexander Law. Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century
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Edinburgh itself. There were other good schoolmasters, schoolmasters 

who were considerable scholars, inspirational teachers and, despite 

the evidence of some contemporary accounts, compassionate and 
sympathetic human beings. Vet no other school during these years 

produced so disproportionately high a number of great public men, men 

who made enormous contributions to the Scottish Enlightenment. The 
High School of Edinburgh was undoubtedly favoured, by its location 

and history, but then, by definition, all High Schools were favoured. 

The extra dimension offered by the High School of Edinburgh, I would 

suggest, reposed in the extraordinary ability of its rector to provide 
his students with a 'modus vivendi', an objective in which, according 

to the memoirs of the eminent former pupils already adduced, he was 

so outstandingly successful.

(iii) Adam's Teaching Method

Any system which produced so many able scholars and successful 

public men could not, however, be the product of inspiration alone.

His former pupils were only too ready to acknowledge Adam's 

inspirational qualities as a teacher but inspiration, by definition, 

is an emphemeral quality and, according to contemporary accounts, it 

was based upon a teaching method that was sound, consistent and, as I 

would hope to demonstrate, seminal. Fundamental to Adam's approach 

was the belief that boys should understand what they were expected to 
know and, if they did not understand a topic, that it should be 
explained to them; that rote learning, whilst occasionally usefui and 

necessary, did not provide the understanding which came with 

explanation, illustration, analogy and reiteration. This approach 

to method appears so obvious, and even simplistic, today that it is
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difficult to believe that it has not always been fundamental to every 
teacher. And yet, as contemporary accounts show, other masters at 

the High School of Edinburgh, one of Scotland's most prestigious 

schools after all, vigorously prosecuted a method of rote learning by ’ 
their pupils. George Combe provides an insight into the teaching 

method of Luke Fraser in 1797:
"In the morning he (Fraser) began at the top of the class, 

consisting of about a hundred boys, and heard each repeat the portion 

of grammar or other subject given out to be learned by heart. As we 

were not asked a word about the meaning of anything, the learning of 
this lesson was a mere act of memory, and I made myself master of it. 
Next came translations from Latin into English, or reading grammatical 

exercises in which the pupil was required to render the infinitives of 

verbs, and the nominatives of nouns and adjectives into grammatical
sentences.... In the morning Mr Fraser began with the dux, and he

translated the first sentence, the next boy the next, and so on. If 

any fault was committed, the first boy below who could give the correct

words came up above the defaulter....  I soon discovered that by strict

attention to the reading of the lessons by the higher boys, I could 

learn them myself; and from that time I stood at that position in the 

class at which the fourth repetition of the reading commenced. During 

the first and second years, when the lessons were short, this position 
was from twenty three to twenty five from the top; during the third 

and fourth years, when they were longer and more difficult, I stood 

forty and forty-five from that elevation (there were ninety seven 
boys in the class). By this means I escaped beating___"43

43. Charles Gibbon. Life of George Combe, pp. 17+18.
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The system of streaming referred to by Combe was also singled 
out for criticism by Walter Scott: "There is also, from the 

constitution of the High School, a certain danger not sufficiently 
attended to. The boys take precedence in their places, as they 

are called, according to their merit, and it requires a long while, 

in general, before even a clever boy, if he falls behind the class, 
or is put into one for which he is not quite ready, can force his 

way to the situation which his abilities really entitle him to hold. 

But, in the meanwhile, he is necessarily led to be the associate and 

companion of those inferior spirits with whom he is placed; for the 
system of precedence, though it does not limit the general intercourse 
among the boys, has nevertheless the effect of throwing them into 

clubs and coteries, according to the vicinity of seats they hold. A 

boy of good talents, therefore, placed, even for a time among his 
inferiors, especially if they be also his elders, learns to 

participate in their pursuits and objects of ambition, which are 

usually very distinct from the acquisition of learning; and it will 

be well if he does not also imitate them in that indifference which 

is contented with bustling over a lesson, so as to avoid punishment, 

without affecting superiority, or aiming at reward. It was probably 

owing to this circumstance that, although at a more advanced period 

of life I have enjoyed considerable facility in acquiring languages,

I did not make any great figure at the High School - or, at least, any 

exertions which I made were desultory and little to be depended on."44

44. Lockhart. Life of Scott. Autobiography. pp. 27+28.



114

Cockburn fulminates, too, about the boredom of the lessons

"which, being confined to Latin alone, and in necessarily short tasks,

since every one of the boys had to rhyme over the very same words, in
the very same way, was no great feat.... but I was driven stupid."4'’
Captain Basil Hall, too, looked for release "from the irksome

confinement of the High School of Edinburgh" and "never lost a minute

in hurrying away from school the instant our examinations were ended.
At these periodical trials, it may be well supposed, I never cut any

great figure; for I contented myself with trying to keep a little

above the middle of the class, partly because some boys sat
thereabouts to whom I was attached, and partly because the particular

46bench alluded to stood near the fire." If he was to be bored and

beaten, he would at least stay warm! The under masters at the High 

School would at least appear to have inculcated a spirit of pragmatism 

in their charges but, in fairness to these much-vilified pedagogues, 
it should be pointed out that theirs was a very restricted remit - 

"to teach Latin Grammar and so to prepare boys for entry to University^ 

- and that the level of competition does not appear to have been of any 

better quality. David Laing, a pupil under Mr. Cumming, Rector of the 

Grammar School of the Canongate, offers us a description of the school 

in about 1780:-

"When little more than seven years old I was put to the Grammar 

School, Canongate, to learn Latin - but the Rector said I had much 45 46 47

45. Cockburn. Memorials, p. 4.

46. Captain Basil Hall, R.N. Voyages and Travels (1895) pp, 10+11.

47. Alexander Law. Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century, p.30
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better go back to the English school to learn both to read and spell.'
...The Canongate School was then In a tolerably flourishing condition.

The course extended over five years - but the first and second classes

sitting together in one room under the charge of an assistant teacher
- and the other three classes in the rector's room, it so happened

that we sat half the day idle, unless when engaged with slate and
48pencil on lessons in Arithmetic."

And yet these bitter complaints about beatings, boredom, large 

classes, streaming, arid and sterile exercises and limited curriculum, 
do not feature in the accounts of Adam's classes despite the fact that 
his classes were at least as large as those of his colleagues, that 

he was in no way opposed to corporal punishment and that he, too, 

operated a system of streaming. Benjamin Mackay, later to become a 
master at the High School of Edinburgh (1820-48), first visited the 

school in 1803 and furnishes the following graphic description of the 

Adam method in action:

"The first day I entered Dr. Adam's class, he came forward to 

meet me, and said, 'Come away, sir, you will see more done here in an 

hour than in any other school in Europe’. I sat down on one of the 

cross benches...the class appeared very numerous (there were one 

hundred and twenty boys) and in the finest order. The Doctor was 

calling up pupils from all parts of it; taking sometimes the head, 

sometimes the foot of the forms; sometimes he examined the class

48. Gilbert Goudie. David Laing : A Memoir, pp. 19+20.
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downwards from the head to foot, sometimes upwards from foot to head.

II
The boys construed and answered with extraordinary readiness and

precision, illustrating every allusion to Roman or Grecian History,
Antiquities, Geography, Mythology, etc. Nothing was omitted necessary
to bring out the author’s meaning and impress it upon the class. He

frequently alluded to his own works, in which he told them everything
was to be found, if they took the trouble of consulting them. The

Doctor was always on the floor; sometimes retiring to his desk, and

leaning against it, but never sitting down. His attitudes and motions
were very animated. In one hand he held a book or his spectacles, in
the other his tawse or ferula, which he frequently flourished, and

occassionally applied with great effect; but there was nothing like

severity. I was amazed at the order, readiness, and accuracy of his
class. This exhibition gave me a valuable lesson, and made an

indelible impression on my mind. During the three succeeding years I
frequently visited his class, and was always received with great 

49courtesy." It becomes apparent from this description by a fellow 
teacher, who observed Adam at work over a period of three years that 

although the boys were still arranged in some form of ’precedence’,

Adam would select people for questioning at random, good classroom 

practice, rather than working through the pupils in order of their 

precedence as appears to have been the custom with the other masters; 

that corporal punishment was applied where appropriate but without 

•’severity’’ and that explanation, allusion and a desire to convey "the 
author's meaning" were vital ingredients of the method.

William Steven. History of the High School nf h pp. 155+156.49.
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Archibald Carmichael, a pupil of Adam's during the last few 
months of the rector's life and, later, to become a distinguished 

teacher, provides us with a pupil's perspective of the Adam method 
and its effects upon the recipients: "Of him, taken all in all,
it may with truth be affirmed, that no man was ever more devoted to 

his professional duties, or took pleasure in discharging them to the 
utmost of his ability. In examining his pupils upon their 

acquaintance with the subjects which formed the lesson of the day, 
in order to encourage those who occupied the lower benches to 

exertion, Dr. Adam frequently called upon the first boy from the foot 
of the class who thought himself prepared to undergo the ordeal of 

a thorough and minute examination; and the individual, if the master 

was satisfied with the proofs which he exhibited of diligence and 
attention to the preparation of the various tasks that had been 
allotted at the preceding meeting, was then permitted to move 

upwards till he came to a fellow student who was equally willing to 

be adventurous. Immediately below him he took his place. The 

second aspirant was next subject to a similar trial with the same 

advantages and prospect of promotion in case of success. If he 

failed, the boy only who sat next below him was permitted to set him 

right, all the others beneath being considered to have forfeited their 
right to correct, by declining the competition at first. This mode 

of proceeding had the good effect of giving life to any latent spark 

of honest ambition that might exist in the breast of the lower orders, 
and also afforded an opportunity to those who, having been trained in 
other seminaries, were yet strangers to the discipline of the High 

School, to extricate themselves with the least delay possible from 
the inert mass of those who usually bring up the rear. So completely 

collected did the Doctor appear to be at all times in discharging the
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minutiae of the various duties of his profession, that in examining 
and criticising the written exercises of his boys, - a task which he 
often performed during the hours of teaching, - he seldom or never 

allowed the regular routine of the class to be interrupted, but
50conducted the business as if his mind were not otherwise employed."

It would appear from this description that, in addition to the aspects 
of Adam's method outlined previously, a form of ’continuous assessment' 

was taking place albeit a somewhat unstructured one.

Towards the end of 1797, Adam himself outlined certain aspects 

of his teaching method to Mr. Andrew Dun, Rector of the Grammar School 

of Aberdeen, in a long letter which is quoted in Dr. Steven's History 

of-the High School of Edinburgh but which does not survive in any of 

the collections of his correspondence. Before describing his method, 

however, he outlines some of the problems inherent in teaching at a 

school which had such large and mixed-ability classes.

"The number of boys attending each of the classes depends on the 

character of the Master, and sometimes on other circumstances. The 

number of most of the inferior classes at present is from seventy to 

ninety - I have above a hundred. These are composed of the boys who 

formed the fourth class last year, of those who attend me for a 

second year, and of such as come from different schools - some from 

England and other parts. They all form but one class, and so far 50

50. William Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, pp.176+177.
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read the same lesson. But then I manage matters so that the best
scholars have sufficient employment, and no more is exacted from the

lowest than they are able to learn. Though I have nominally but one

class, I am obliged in fact to teach several, and have to accommodate
51myself to them all from the highest to the lowest." The problems

of class sizes and mixed-ability groups were, perhaps, peculiar to
the High School of Edinburgh at this time because of the school's

prestigious standing and social desirability. David Laing, a pupil

at the Grammar School of the Canongate at, approximately, the time of

Adam's letter to Rector Dun, recalls: "In the fifth year (under Rector
Cumming) the class to which I belonged had dwindled down from upwards

52of thirty scholars to five:"

Adam goes on to elucidate the method by which he tried, very 

successfully by all accounts, to cope with the problems. "The method 

which I follow, and my predecessors followed, of teaching boys of 

different progress in the same class, is this, - I always read 

different books this year, from what were read in the preceding session, 

so that a boy must remain two years at the class to go through the 

course. Besides, at a separate hour, I teach the better scholars thet
principles of Greek and Geography, in which the rest do not join. 51 52

51. William Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, pp.146+147.
52. Quoted in The Grammar School of the Canongate by H. M. Anderson

(Article in Volume XX of the Book of the Old Edinburgh Club. 1935)

p. 21.
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I cannot easily give you an idea, in writing, of the various 
methods I use. The whole class goes on in a set lesson or lessons 

every day. The higher boys explain to the lowest that part of an 
author which the whole class is required to say with great accuracy 
next day. Sometimes the higher boys, or all that can, prepare by 

themselves at home a part of a different author, or a different part 
of the same author, and such as are not able to do so hear the higher 

boys explain it. But I take care to make all attend, by asking 

questions every now and then.

ii To explain this method by an example. Last summer we read Livy 

for a great part of the day. The set lesson seldom exceeded half a 
chapter. This half chapter I went through with the whole class very 

minutely; and you may know when boys have been four years at Latin 
they may be, in certain things, joined with the most advanced in a 

school. All those that were able to say the prescribed lesson, whom 

I could soon distinguish, I set by themselves to prepare two or three 

chapters in a different book of Livy; while they were doing so, 

but with very little noise, so as not to disturb me, - I was going on 

impressing the set task on the inferior part of the class.

" when 1 Perceived the upper boys, or such as could, had read over 
their task, - and they always fixed the quantity themselves, - I gave 

them permission, while the whole class was silent, to ask me any phras 

or difficulty they chose. At next meeting, all that could say this 
separate task were dismissed nearly an hour before the rest. Again 

such as could repeat the separate task the best scholars had said 
before were dismissed also. Then I laboured with the rest to bring 

them on in what things they were most deficient. In consequence of
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this the progress of all was very considerable, so that at the
examination, instead of trying the class, as is usual,' on the things

they had read, I desired one of the gentlemen present to turn up a
passage in a book which none of the class had read before; and after
allowing the boys to look it over a little while by themselves, I

announced that I should proceed with that exercise, as long as a boy

could be found, in going down from the top of the class, that could
join in it. Accordingly, the whole time allowed for the examination,

about three hours, was spent in this manner; and about nine or ten

chapters were explained. I have always had a few that could easily 
53do this."

Whilst Adam’s use of the monitorial system can scarcely be 

claimed to be original, his adaptation of it is interesting since, 
evidently, he used his better scholars as assistant teachers to 

explain work to the poorer scholars and not merely as keepers of order, 

although it would have had this positive side-effect. In addition 

to this positive use of the monitorial system, he clearly believed in 

allowing all pupils to work to their own levels of ability, but within 

a streaming system which was flexible enough to allow the poorer to 

progress into the ranks of the better. He believed, too, in a system 
of positive reward for achievement and, above all, in giving all 

scholars, regardless of their academic standing, the opportunity to 

question him, and for him to explain to them, about difficulties they 
were experiencing with the work. In all of this, Adam anticipated

William Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, 

pp. 147+148.
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much that was to become standard practice in British classrooms during 
the course of the succeeding two hundred years.

But was his method, and were these excellent practices seminal?
In general terms, two points can be made. Firstly, through his own 

example, Adam infused a life-long interest in educational methodology 
and curriculum in the hearts of many of his young men. it was, ‘after 

all, three of his prodigies, Cockburn, Jeffrey and Scott, who played 

leading roles m  the founding of The Edinburgh Academy, conceived as 

a great classical school in the New Town of Edinburgh to supplement 
the High School in the Old Town. Secondly, a considerable number of 
Adam's former pupils were to enter the teaching profession either at 
the university level, (Appendix 1(d) lists some twenty in this 

category), or as schoolmasters. Among this latter category, the more 
interesting include William Steven, author of the most comprehensive 

history of the school up to the middle of the nineteenth century, who 

became Headmaster of Heriot's Hospital and Inspector of The Heriot 

Foundation Schools; Louis Cauvin who, in the Winter of 1786-87 

taught French to Robert Burns three lessons every week and who left 

money to found Cauvin's Hospital; and John Wood, later Sheriff of 

Peebles, who played a prominent part in the emergence of the Edinburgh 

Sessional School during the early nineteenth century, an institution 
which provided education for the poor and deprived children of the 
city.

It was specifically through the work of John Wood that Adam's 
'explanatory' method of teaching gained national recognition and 

assumed seminal importance. In his book, Account of The Edinburgh
Sessional School (1833), Wood devotes an entire chapter to
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"The Explanatory Method of Instruction", a chapter which is prefaced 

by a quotation from Quintilian: "Interrogantibus libenter respondeat: 
non interrogantes percontitur ultro" ('Let him reply freely to those 

who ask questions, let him question of his own accord those who do 
not ask questions'). The object of the method, claimed Wood, was 

threefold: "first, To render more easy and pleasing the acquisition 
of the mechanical art of reading; secondly, To turn to advantage the 

particular instruction contained in every individual passage which is 

read: and, above all, thirdly, To give the pupil, by means of a minute 

analysis of each passage, a general command of his own language."54

Wood's Sessional School came into being as part of a general 

initiative by the Church of Scotland to supply the lack of elementary 

schools in urban districts. "This action was not corporate but 

depended on the initiative of the kirk session of local congregations. 

Many of these founded and managed what came to be known as 'sessional 

schools’, of which perhaps the most famous was the one founded in 

connection with the Tron Church in Edinburgh by John Wood in 1813.”55 

Wood, initially, introduced the system of explanation practised under 

"the Madras system", but, finding this system to be deficient, his 

"anxious aim, therefore, was to infuse more life and energy into the

John Wood. An Account of The Edinburgh Sessional School (1833), 

p. 145.
H. M. Knox. 250 Years of Scottish Education, 1696-1946 (1953) 

p.p. 24/25.
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system and to render it more rational and intellectual, to make the 
pupils understand as well as read, use as well as name their tools."56 

The teaching had to be intelligible, interesting, useful and 

stimulating. Wood is quite explicit about one of the sources^of 
inspiration behind the 'explanatory method'.

"In accomplishing this object he was in some measure guided by 

the recollection of his own early education. How different, he well 

remembered, in point both of interest and utility, from the dry 

translations of ordinary teachers, were Dr. Adam's lessons, enlivened 
as they were with every species of illustration, etymological, 

grammatical, historical, antiquarian, and geographical, bearing 

reference at one instant to the sayings of the wise ancients, at 

another to the homely proverbs of our own country. How much better 

did his pupils acquire a knowledge of the idioms of the Latin language, 
from the Variations, which he required them to make, in the 

construction of the passages which they happened to read, than from all 

the rules in his grammar! While the formal lessons, which he was 

himself in the habit of prescribing as tasks, from his own excellent 

work on Roman Antiquities, were generally most irksome and forgotten 

almost as soon as learned, the lesson of today expelling that of 

yesterday from the memory, how much more pleasingly, distinctly and 

durably, were the same instructions impressed upon the mind in an 

incidental form, through the medium of the ordinary reading! Such an

56. John Wood. An Account of The Edinburgh Sessional School (1833)
pp. 170/171.
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illustrative method of instruction, the writer was led to think,
ou gh t to be made the fundamental basis of all teaching, while every
more artificial detail should be resorted to merely as an adminicle.
If in one respect the Sessional School, composed entirely of children
destitute of so many advantages, presented a less promising field for

its exercise, it was one, he conceived, on the other hand, in which
for this very reason, it was particularly required. The experiment

was accordingly tried: and the sprightliness and vivacity, the mental

activity and culture, the love of reading and extent of information

which it produced, were of the most gratifying nature. The school
now attracted the particular, though unsolicited, notice of the public.

And, if it has thus been the means, not only of conferring the most

important benefits upon the hundreds who have been educated within

its walls, but also of extending these benefits beyond its own limits,
by securing to the important subject of education a greater share of

public attention, and rendering it more rational and less mechanical

than it had hitherto too frequently been, its conductors have good
57reason to feel themselves amply rewarded for all their toils."

Wood readily acknowledged his indebtedness to Adam, in whose 

class he had studied for two years (1797-9), and the first spin-off 

of Wood's success at the Sessional School appears to have been a far 

greater awareness amongst the general public of the importance of

57. John Wood. An Account of The Edinburgh Sessional School (1833), 

p p .  1 7 1 + 1 7 2 .
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teaching method in an enlightened scheme of education. Commenting 

upon the success of the 'explanatory method' vis-a-vis 'the old rote

learning system, Wood wrote as follows: "Our readers can hardly fail 
to have remarked, that there is now scarcely any account of the public 
examination of a school in Scotland to be found in the newspapers, 

which does not particularly notice the manner in which the children 
have been taught to understand and explain what they read; whereas 
but a year or two ago no such thing was ever so much as hinted in 
these reports."

There is some evidence to suggest that Adam's methodology was 
to assume even greater significance through the medium of, inter alia 

John Wood's work in the Edinburgh Sessional School. Wood's work was 
paralleled in the West of Scotland by David Stow a Glasgow 

philanthropist engaged in commerce, whose Sunday School, founded in 

1816, and model infant school lead to the founding of the Glasgow 

Infant School Society in 1826. Both men turned to the problem of 

training teachers to implement their educational ideals. Stow "at 
first accomplished this by adding a training department to the 

existing school, through which a hundred teachers passed in the next 

ten years; but it was soon apparent that a separate training college, 
or 'normal school' was required. in 1834 the Society was 

reconstituted as the Glasgow Educational Society, to take over the 

financial burden of Stow's model schools, for infants in the Drygate

58. John Wood. An__Account of The Edinburgh Session^ (1833)
p .  1 7 2 .
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and for older children in the Saltmarket, and to evolve out of them a
normal seminary ’for the training of teachers in the most approved
modes of intellectual and normal training'. Like Robert Owen, Stow

combined theory with practice and propounded what he called a 'training
system', as applied to the education of young children which was based

on his observation and experience. It included nearly all the best
features of modern educational practice, and was greatly in advance of 

59its time." Stow's success caused the education committee of the 
Church of Scotland to utilize Wood's school for the same purpose of 

training teachers. In 1835 building began on the Glasgow Normal 

Seminary at Dundas Vale - it was opened on the 31st October, 1837 — and 
in the same year a definite training department was established in 

Wood’s Sessional School which was formally recognised in 1837 by the 

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland as The Normal and Sessional 

School of Edinburgh.

In 1837 the two schools were visited by two Assistant Poor Law 

Commissioners from England, E.C. Tufnell and Dr. James Kay. These 

two gentlemen set out for Scotland to discover as much as possible 

about both the teaching methods and the means of training teachers 

which prevailed in the country. Kay, later Sir James Kay-Shuttleworth 

was to become First Secretary to the Committee of Council on Education 

and what appears to have attracted him to the systems being piloted 

by John Wood and David Stow were their progressive outlook, their

59. H. M. Knox. 250 Years of Scottish Education, 1696-1946 (1953)

pp. 29+30.
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espousal of the explanatory method of teaching and their innovative

work in the training of teachers. What attracted Kay to Wood's

philosophy, evidently, was that it represented "a more personal method
of teaching. This, of course necessitated a far larger staff and,
in consequence, he enlisted a number of able assistants whom he trained

with care not merely to concentrate on efficient methods of instruction
but also, by a wise admixture of firmness and kindness, to win the
boys' affection and stimulate their desire for learning. From that

time forward, therefore (1813), the school began to flourish. In 1824

new premises were constructed and by 1827 no less than five hundred
60pupils were in daily attendance."

Impressed by what he had seen, Kay attempted to set up a similar

institution in England in 1839 on his appointment as First Secretary

to the Committee of Council on Education. This project, to establish

a state normal school with a sum of ten thousand pounds voted by

Parliament for the erection of model schools but not yet utilised,

failed because of strong sectarian opposition but the seminal Scottish

influence upon Kay-Shuttleworth, via Adam, Wood and Stow, was to

survive this initial reverse. Recognising the unique quality of what

he had seen in operation under Wood and Stow - a quality he articulated

in his remark to Tufnell at the end of their Scottish Tour: "How little
61we knew of this subject before our visit to Scotland" - he (Kay)

60. Hugh M. Pollard. Pioneers of Popular Education (1956) pp.2l7+213.

61. J.P. Kay. Measures_for the Promotion of Education in
England (1839)
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embarked upon a recruiting drive to bring Scottish teachers down to 
England. "So interested were they in what they saw that they 

determined forthwith to spare no effort to attract a number of trained 
teachers across the border to work in English schools. After some 
persuasion, then, Kay succeeded in enlisting the services of a few 

well-qualified assistants and in obtaining employment for them in the 
eastern counties. His purpose in so doing was to use them as 

organising masters who would travel through Norfolk and Suffolk 

endeavouring to bring order, method and life into the workhouse 

schools. Yet his expectations in this respect were almost wholly 
defeated, for the majority of his recruits, unable to face such 

overwhelming difficulties, elected to return home. One of their 

number, however, named Horne, proved more resilient than the rest and, 

setting himself to implement Kay's instructions, soon achieved 
noteworthy results as the following description testifies: 'He 

commonly spent two or more months in one workhouse. He gave the 

masters instruction in the evening. In the day, having divided the 

scholars into classes, he surprisingly conducted the instruction of 

each class. Gradually both the pauper children and their teachers 

were awakened from their torpor."

Despite the failure of the planned 'state normal school' and the 

very limited success of his scheme to import Scottish teachers, Kay's 

visit to Scotland was significant in his own development since it 
served to convince him of the hopeless inadequacy of the monitorial

62. Hugh M. Pollard. Pioneers of Popular Education (1956) pp. 218-220.
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system and the importance of evolving a system for the training of 

teachers. Accordingly, with E. C. Tufnell, he opened his own training 

college for teachers at Battersea in 1840 and, once again, he imported 
teachers from Edinburgh and Glasgow to help staff this institution 
which was residential and undenominational. Although it was taken 

over by the National Society in 1843 on account of financial stringency, 
the success of the college caused the National Society to open St.

Mark's College, Chelsea in 1841, and the British and Foreign School 

Society to open a new training college in the Borough Road in 1842.

The training of teachers in England, thus, was set on a firm basis by 
following Scottish models.

(iv) Adam and the Curriculum

A school curriculum should be the practical application of the 
school's educational philosophy. In this regard Adam faced a 

considerable dilemma since the curriculum of the High School of 

Edinburgh, in common with that of all the 'classical' schools of 

Scotland, was dictated by the needs of the universities for entrants 

to be classically literate and, as is illustrated so vividly in many 

contemporary accounts, the curriculum in the High School had in many 

cases narrowed to the cramming of Latin grammar. Adam's philosophy 

was, quite simply, that knowledge should be both useful and broadly- 
based.

The 'usefulness' of knowledge is a recurrent 'leitmotif' that 
pervades his educational work and it is a theme in stark contrast to 
the remit of the Scottish grammar schools which "existed to teach
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| Latin Grammar and so to prepare boys for entry to University."®®

Adam makes the point quite explicit in the 'Preface* to the first

edition of Roman Antiquities, ¿ulajiost celebrated work: "The labour
he (the author) has undergone can be conceived by those only who have
been conversant in such (classical) studies. But he will think his

pains well bestowed, if his work answer the end intended - to
facilitate the acquisition of classical learning. He has done
everything in his power to render it useful...... His chief

enjoyement in life has arisen from the acquisition and communication
64of useful knowledge." Useful is a word, too, which recurs

frequently in comments about Adam's teaching and writings. Lord
Brougham speaks of Adam's "....able and useful works" and describes

his mentor’s ability to excite "the desire of useful knowledge in his 
65pupils." In his article on Adam, Robert Chambers writes: "Soon 

after his appointment, he began to compose a series of works adapted 

to facilitate the study of the Latin language...the mind of Dr. Adam 

was that of a liberal; that is to say, he had more regard for new 

things with the appearance of utility, than dread of forsaking old 

things, of which a small degree of good was ascertained with a great
Pi Pdeal of evil."

63. Alexander Law. Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century.
64. Alexander Adam. Dneface to Roman Antiquities (1791)
65. Lord Brougham. Life and Times (1871) pp. 12-16

66. Robert Chambers. Article on Adam in Lives of
Scotsmen (1834).
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Adam's views upon curricular breadth were set out in a letter to 

Andrew Dun, Rector of the Grammar School of Aberdeen, in December 1797. 

In this letter he expounded his ideas on the curriculum which he felt 
boys should follow before entering university, the curriculum, 

moreover, that he pursued with his own classes at the High School of 

Edinburgh despite strong opposition from his own colleagues, the Town 
Council of Edinburgh, the Writers to the Signet and the Senatus 

Academicus of the College of Edinburgh: "During the first years, the 

study of English should be joined with that of Latin; and afterwards 

Geography, Mythology, Antiquities, and History, together with the 
principles of Greek and Natural Philosophy; and for such as choose it, 

the French language. In all these branches, besides Writing and 

Accounts, a boy should be initiated and tolerably instructed before 

going to college." In iterating a curriculum so manifestly at 
variance with his school's remit - "to teach Latin Grammar and so to 

prepare boys for entry to University" - Adam proved himself to be an 

early exponent of the philosophy of a broadly-based education, a 

philosophy which he piloted with his own classes and a philosophy 

which was to become one of the great continuing strengths of Scottish 

education.

Adam’s published works were all directed towards the twin goals 

of making knowledge useful and of broadening and enriching the range 67

67. Alexander Adam. Letter to Andrew Dun, December 1797
(Appendix 2, Number 73).
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of educational stimuli on offer in his classroom. With the first of
these, he precipitated a controversy which was to split the profession

and generate extensive public debate. The Latin Grammar published in
1772, shortly after he had assumed the position as Rector of The High
School of Edinburgh, was "designed to facilitate the study of both

68languages (Latin and English), by connecting them together." The

work was written in English with Latin examples since Adam felt that
young boys should approach the classics from their own native tongue

and not acquire mastery of Latin through rote learning in that language.

This approach, however, represented a considerable departure from the
normal practice of the day since the standard Latin books were almost
exclusively written in Latin. The most popular Latin grammar of the

period, the Grammatica Latina of Thomas Ruddiman, the 'vade mecum'

of all classical scholars, was a one thousand page work of reference

suitable only for advanced students since it contained not one word of

English. His Rudiments of the Latin Tongue (1714), which was also

in common use, was in both languages with Latin questions and answers

on the left half of the page and English translation on the right.

"A neat little book, handy for scholars and teachers....it consists....

mostly of rules; in the hands of a good teacher it was probably an

ad m irab le  text book, but it makes no concession to the reader and needs 
69to be taught." 68 69

68. Alexander Adam. The .Principles of Latin and English r.ra m 9 . 

(1772) Preface.
69. Alexander Law. Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century 

(1965) p. 209.
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Adam explained his radically new approach in the Preface to his 
Latin Grammar: "Whatever we learn first, is the most familiar to us. 

For this reason children will most easily apprehend the Principles of 
Grammar, when explained and exemplified in that language, which is
natural to them---Till of late very little attention hath been paid

to the study of English Grammar... the study of both grammars seems 
necessary, and the knowledge of the one will be found highly conducive 

to that of the other....In order, therefore, to teach Latin Grammar 

with success, we should always join with it a particular attention to

the rudiments of English....This is the design of the following
70attempt." He reiterated his aims in a letter to his chief employer, 

the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, in a letter dated 23rd September, 1772: 

"By the advice and direction of several persons of the first character 

for learning, and by the assistance of my colleagues the masters of the 
High School, I have compiled from the best authors, particularly from 

Dr. Lowth and Mr. Ruddiman, a small book to facilitate the study of 

the Latin, by connecting it with that of the English. The chief 

intention of this essay was to render the education of the High School 

more extensively useful, not only to those who are designed for learned 

Professors, but also to such as are intended for Business."7* This 

last sentence has clear overtones of John Locke. 70 71

70. Alexander Adam. Preface to The Principles of Latin and English 
Grammar (1772).

71. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh (1772-1786)
Volume 89, pp. 326+327.
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Adam was to become one of Europe's leading classical scholars but he 
was pragmatic enough, and compassionate enough, to recognise that, 

whilst for the significant minority of High School boys who proceeded 
to the universities annually, Latin was both relevant and useful, it 
was much more useful and relevant that all boys should have a grasp 

of the basic principles of English Grammar and, that by combining the 
study of the grammars of both languages, he could render his lessons 

more interesting and meaningful -for the whole ability range. According 

to Adam, m  an extract from his MS Memoranda of 1801, he was encouraged 
in this innovative approach by two of the leading figures in the 
Scottish Enlightenment, Principal Robertson - who had more than a 
passing interest in the High School curriculum - and Hugh Blair: 

"Perceiving the hurtful effects of teaching boys Latin rules which they 

could not understand, by the advice of Principal Robertson and Dr. Hugh 
Blair, I tried to compile a new grammar."72

Although the work had received the sanction of two of the great 

'literati', and whilst the final version was to receive the approval 

and support of such scholars as Dr. Beattie of Aberdeen, Dr. Lowth, 

whose favourable opinion was published in the Monthly Review for 

November 1772, and from Mr. Dalzel, later to be Professor of Greek at 
the College of Edinburgh and who read and criticized all of Adam's 

books, a warning shot was fired by Mr. Murray, master of the Grammar

72. W. Steven. Quoted on p. 116 of History of the High Schnm
Edinburgh (1849).
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School of Musselburgh. Murray wrote that he "thought the grammar 
the best book he had ever seen for the purpose of teaching" but added 

that "it had the deep-rooted prejudices of mankind to combat, and the 
opposition of a powerful party (meaning the friends of Ruddiman), who,
I might be assured, would use every means in their power to damn it."73 

Murray's words proved to be unusually prophetic since the 'Ruddiman 

faction' launched a violent campaign against Adam's Grammar, a campaign 
begun in the columns of The „Weekly Magazine or Edinburgh 

with a letter from 'Spectator' (, Gilbert Stuart) on 16th July, 1772 

which was to be the precursor of a flood of correspondence on the 
subject that lasted until 25th March, 1773, and a campaign that was 
fought in the staffroom of the High School of Edinburgh, in the 

chamber of the Town Council and in the Senatus Academicus of the 

College.

Spearheading this campaign were Professor George Stuart, Professor 

of Humanity at the College of Edinburgh, his son, Gilbert Stuart 

and the two sons of Thomas Ruddiman the grammarian who died in 1757, 

Walter and Thomas who, as printers and publishers of Ruddiman's books, 

had a vested interest in the success of a new grammar. According 

to Dr. Law, in addition, "some people objected to Dr. Adam on political 

grounds, for he was said to hold republican views."74 Inevitably,

73. Alexander Adam. Ms Memoranda. Quoted in Steven's History ' 
p p .  1 1 7 + 1 1 8 .

74. Alexander Law. Education in Edinburgh- in the I8t.h Cent.nrv p .77
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these people had friends in high places both at the College of 
Edinburgh and on the Town Council. In reviewing the campaign it is, 

perhaps, pertinent, to focus upon the place that had been accorded to 

Ruddiman's Grammar in the overall plan of education, not only in the 
High School of Edinburgh but in many of Scotland's grammar schools, 

before the advent of the rival text. The curriculum of the High 
School of Edinburgh had been set out during the epoch of the revival 

of learning in the "Ordo Scholae Grammaticae Edinensis" of 1640. 1

"First Class. In the first year, and during the first six 

months; the children were to be taught the principles of grammar, in 
vernáculo sermone. They were at the same time to learn the Latin 

names of every thing, on earth, and in heaven. During the second six 

months; the children were daily to repeat a certain portion of 
grammar; and, they were incidentally to be taught particular sentences, 

relating to life and manners.

Second Class. In the second year, and during the first six 

months; the children were to repeat daily certain parts of grammar, 

but more particularly, as the same laid down by Despauter; and to 

translate the same into English; moreover, they were to read Cordery's 

Colloquies. During the second six months, the children were to be 

taught daily the Syntax of Erasmus; and the masters were to teach, 

and the scholars to learn, in the Latin language.

" Third Class. Through the whole of the third year; the boys 
were to repeat daily, a portion of etymology and syntax; to be 

exercised in reading Cicero's Epistles de Senectute, de Amicitio; 

Terence's Comedies and Elegies; Ovid's Tristium; Buchanan's Psalms;
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and to translate Cicero's Epistles. They were to read the same 
clara voce.

Fourth Class. In the fourth year; the boys were to repeat 
daily, for the first month, what they had already learned. To be 

taught Buchanan's Prosody, with Despauter's Select Rules, and 
Buchanan's Epigrams and Poetry. During the other months, the boys 

were to be exercised in poetry, and in the practice of the rules of 

grammar; to read Virgil, Ovid's Metamorphoses, Horace, Buchanan's 

Psalms; and to translate Cicero, Caesar, and Terence. The beauties 
of these authors were to be explained to the scholars.

. "Fifth Class. In the fifth year; the boys were to study the 
whole Rhetoric of Tulaeus (Tully) and the greater part of the 

compendious Rhetoric of Cassandeus. They were to read Cicero's 

Orations, and the short speeches in Sallust, in Virgil, and in Lucan.

"They were to read distinctly and audibly; and to declaim."75 

Such was the plan of education in the High School of Edinburgh from 

the mid-seventeenth century, the only significant changes being made 

were the replacing of Despauter's "Grammar" with, firstly, Wedderburn's 
"Rudiments" in 1696 and, secondly the appearance of Ruddiman's 

Rudiments of the Latin Tongue in 1714 as the standard text. Whilst

75. Quoted in The Life of Thomas Ruddiman by George Chalmers (1794) 
pp. 83-90.
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it is difficult to concur with Ruddiman's biographer, George Chalmers, 
that the curriculum outlined above, even buttressed as it was by 

"Ruddiman's Grammatical Institutes", was to be applauded for its 

"usefulness",such a scheme, enforced as it was by the Town Council, 
held clear advantages for the teacher with its prescribed tasks and 
unchanging objectives, and, clearly in Chalmer's view, this stability 

was being threatened by the appearance of this new grammar by Dr.
77Adam, '"a master of extensive learning, but of some conceitedness." 

However, the fundamental mistake that Adam made was not his challenge 

to existing methodology but his challenge to vested interests.

Producing the grammar was one thing; having it sanctioned as an 

approved text even in his own seminary proved to be altogether a 
different proposition. Adam's MS Memoranda, quoted in Steven's 

History of the High School of Edinburgh, gives an account of this 

process. "While at Mr. Cruickshank's house one evening (William 

Cruickshank, a friend of Robert Burns, joined the staff of the High 

School shortly a fter  the publication of the grammar in May, 1772 and 

taught the First Class until 1795), Mr. Alexander Wood, surgeon,who 

happened to come in, suggested to me the propriety of applying to the 

magistrates to authorize my grammar to be taught in the school; a 

thing which I had never thought necessary. By Mr. Wood's persuasion, 

however, I did apply to Mr. Dalrymple, then Lord Provost, who very 76 77

76. Quoted in The Life of Thomas Ruddiman by George Chalmers (1794) 
p p .  9 0 + 9 1 .

77. Ibid. p. 91.
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politely desired me to write him a card, mentioning what persons I 

chose, and that he would have them nominated as a committee to consider 
the matter, and report. I wrote to the Lord Provost accordingly, and 
a most respectable committee was appointed. After consulting with the 
masters of the school, the committee reported to the magistrates and 

council, 'that the grammar promised important improvements in the plan 
of education, and unanimously recommended it to be taught in the High

7 0

School.'1"

Confirmation of Adam's version of these events is to be found 

in the MiPut.es-i>f-Senatus of the College of Edinburgh concerning a 
remit from the Town Council to consider "Mr. Adam's Grammar".

"Edinburgh September 29th, 1772. Present all the Committee 
appointed by the Honourable Magistrates and Council to consider Mr. 

Alexander Adam's Grammar, Dr. Daniel McQueen, Dr. Hugh Blair, Dr. John 

Erskine, the Reverend Mr. James Brown and Professor James Robertson.

The Committee after conversing on the subject of the Remitt of the 

Honourable the Magistrates and Council unanimously expressed a 

favourable opinion of Mr. Adam's Grammar as promising considerable 

improvement on the plan of Education. Principal Robertson also sent 

a letter directed to Professor James Robertson, the tenor whereof 
follows. 'The day is so bad I cannot come to town, be good as to make 

my excuse to the Committee and acquaint the members that I should have 

given it as my opinion that it will be an improvement in Education, to

78. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh (1849) p. 118
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substitute Mr. Adam's Grammar in the place of the Rudiments and 
Grammar now taught in the High School (i.e. Ruddimans) and if they 
make a report to this purpose I heartily agree to it!

n The Committee however declined giving a final report until they

had an opportunity of conversing with the Masters of the High School
and receiving the opinion of such other members of the Committee as had

not been able to attend this day and adjourn for that purpose till

tomorrow and appoint their meeting at the Trustees' Hall at half an

hour after ten and recommend to Professor Robertson to give notice to 
79all concerned."

• Consultation with the Masters of the High School and absent 

Committee members having apparently taken place, the meeting went 

ahead on the 30th September, 1772. "Present at the Committee appointed 
by the Honourable Magistrates and Council Dr. Robert Hamilton, Dr.

Daniel McQueen, Dr. John Erskine, Dr. Hugh Blair, Mr. James Brown and 

Professor Robertson. The Committee, having conversed with the Masters 

of the High School, continued to be of the opinion they expressed in 

the Minutes of yesterday's meeting and report to the Honourable 

Magistrates and Council that they think Mr. Adam's book proper to be 

introduced into the High School, and to be taught at present only in 

the two lowest classes hoping that this will be found upon trial to be 79

79. Minutes of Senatus, University of Edinburgh. Volume 1 (1733-90) 
dated September 29th, 1772.
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attended with considerable advantages in the plan of education.
S u b scr ib e d , William Robertson, Daniel Maqueen, Hugh Blair, John Erskine,

80James Brown, James Robertson."

The only member of the Committee present who did not append his 

signature to the Minutes was the Reverend Doctor Robert Hamilton who 
explained his reasons in a letter to Dr. James Robertson, "professor 
of committee on Mr. Adam's book", of the same date: "As you know that 

I attended only the second meeting of the Committee to whom the 

Honourable Magistrates and Town Council recommended to consider the 
expediency of introducing Mr. Adam's book to be taught in the High 
School, and that I there represented that I could not sign every 

sentence and clause in the report of this day, because I had not had 

time to read and consider the said book and at the same time declared 

that from my knowledge of the abilities of the author, and upon the 

footing of what I heard said on the subject by the members who had 

read and confirmed it, I had no doubt but it would be found upon trial 

to be attended with considerable advantages in the plan of Education.

I beg the favour that, as my name stands in the numbers of the members 

present and my subscription is not adhibited to the report for the 

reason mentioned above, you will do me the favour to transmit this to
81the Honourable Magistrates and Council, as containing my sentiments." * *

Minutes of Senatus, University of Edinburgh. Volume 1 (1733-90). 
Dated 30th September, 1772.

81. Ibid.
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However, despite the qualified approval delineated in the Minutes
of Senatus for 30th September, 1772 problems quickly became apparent.

In Adam's words: "this report (of 30th September) was made at the end
of September. Having met with Provost Dalrymple at the Cross, I
expressed my satisfaction at the report of the committee, expecting
that the town council would, in consequence of it, order my grammar
to be taught, I was somewhat surprised when he abruptly said to me,
that he would be a short time in office, and I might apply to his

successor. Thereupon I went up to Mr. Laurie, who was certainly to

succeed as provost, and was standing at a little distance. But when
I spoke to him, he answered with great tartness, that 'the report of

the committee was all a d-job, to please the rector of the High School.'

Mr -Laurie, being no scholar himself, had been influenced by the friends
of Ruddiman, particularly by Mr. George Stuart, professor of Humanity,
and Mr. Robert Hunter, professor of Greek, who were not in town when

82the committee met."

The absence of the Professors of Latin and Greek from the meetings 
of the committee are recorded in the Minutes of Senatus Academicus with 

a note of 6th October, 1772 signed by George Stuart: "Edinburgh 

College 6th of October, 1772, When Mr. Hunter comes to town he and I 

shall give in our report, as we could not be present at the Committee."82 83

82. Alexander Adam. MS Memoranda quoted in Steven History of the
High School of Edinburgh, p. 118.

83. Minutes of Senatus. Vol. 1 (1733-90) 6th October 1772
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However, once these two gentlemen were back in Edinburgh there was an
almost immediate volte-face by the Town Council and by the University

authorities, a volte-face demonstrated in the following letter from
Provost Laurie to the University committee:- "The Council, having
heard and read what is within represented by the Committee relative to

Mr, Adam's Grammar, consider any alteration in the method of teaching
to be a matter of great importance, and therefore supersede giving

any deliverance and remit to the Principal and faculty of the College

to consider what is represented by the Committee with Dr. Hamilton's

letter to Professor Robertson and recommend to the Principal and

faculty to report their opinion and judgement in that matter to the

Council with their first conveniency, and the Principal to preside at
and .convene the said faculty meeting. Signed, Gilbert Laurie,

84Provost." The University meeting after deliberation on this remityt, 
appointed a Committee of Dr. Robert Hamilton, Professor G. Stuart, 
Hunter and Dr. Blair to consider the same and report.

Adam was in no doubt that Professors Hunter and Stuart had made 
representations to members of the Town Council and the University 

Senate. He was specific as to the reasons which underlay these 

representations and, indeed, from this point onwards the discussion 

over the merits of Adam's Grammar, a work suggested by, and later 
approved by, several eminent scholars on the University staff, is 84

84• Minutes of Senatus, University of Edinburgh. Vol. l (1733_90)
14th October, 1772.
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sidelined and the real bones of contention between the College 

authorities and Dr. Adam emerged. In an attempt to broaden the range 

of educational experience on offer in his seminary, Adam had begun to 
teach some boys the principles of the Cheek language. In addition, 
a large number of boys were staying on for a further year following 

the statutory five classes, stimulated, it can be assumed, by the 
quality of the experience on offer in Adam's classroom.

In addition to implementing his curricular philosophies, Adam

may well have had a rather more practical motive. Given the fluidity
of population movement at this time, many High School pupils transferred

into the great Public Schools in England where the lack of Greek among
the younger boys who had not attended Adam's classes was a clear

disadvantage, a point made by Dean Vincent, Head of Westminster School,

in a letter to Adam of 22nd July, 1791. "I receive Murray and Belches
from your hands at this meeting of the school; and though they are

both in the same class, I can place Murray a year higher, from his

having been taught Greek by private tuition. I know how next to

impossible it is to make any alteration in modes, but if the High School

could admit of beginning Greek earlier, it would be of great service to

such as may be sent hereafter up to Westminster. We have had many of

late years, and I always receive them with pleasure, as they are very 
85well taught...." *

85. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2
Letter Number 44.



146

Hence, the antagonism shown to Adam by the professors of Humanity
and Greek who used the publication of the Latin Grammar as an excuse

to launch a much more general attack. "They were offended; the
former (George Stuart) at the largeness of my class, and the number
of those who remained a second year; the latter (Robert Hunter),

because I had taken up a private class to teach some of my boys the
elements of Greek. At their instigation, and probably with the

concurrence of Dr. Robertson, a reference was made to the Principal

and Professors of the University to consider the affair of the 
86grammar." From this point of time onwards, the Latin Grammar, a

work which had been seen "as promising considerable improvement on the
87plan of education" by the Senatus Academicus on September 29th, 1772, 

and which had been approved by several leading classicists, becomes a 
pawn in an educational game of politics as emerges in the Minutes of 
Senatus of 14th October, 1772.

"The Principal represented that he had been credibly informed"

(by a master at the High School it is assumed) "that the Rector of 

the High School had opened a class for teaching the elements of the 

Greek language which was an encroachment of manifest detriment to the 86 *

86. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, pp. n 8+U9
87. Minutes of Senatus, University of Edinburgh. 

30th September, 1772.
Vol. 1 (1733-90)
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Professor of that language in this University and an innovation
contrary to the Established Regulations in that school and the

uniform practice of his predecessors in office, and likewise that a
custom had crept in of many boys remaining for a 6th year in the

High School, which he conceived to be hurtful to the plan of education
in the Latin language and of detriment to the University. The

Senatus Academicus, after reasoning at some length upon this subject,

appointed the above named commiteee" (Robert Hamilton, George Stuart,

Robert Hunter, Hugh Blair) "to prepare a Scroll of a representation

to the Magistrates concerning said encroachment and to consider of
such regulations in the plan of teaching Latin and Greek in the

University as may most effectually remedy these evils, and appoint

their next ordinary meeting upon Tuesday next, the 17th, at 12 o' the
88clock to receive their report."

The Minutes of Senatus for 17th November, 1772 contain the text 

of the memorial, or "representation", which was sent to the Town 

Council of Edinburgh. Significantly, consideration of Adam's 

"Grammar is waived but it is required that he be prohibited from 

teaching Greek and that boys should not be allowed to attend his class 
for a second year."

"Unto the Rt. Honourable The Lord Provost, Magistrates and 88

88. Minutes of Senatus, University of Edinburgh. Vol. 1 (1733-90)
14th October, 1772.
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Town Council, The Memorial and representation of the Principal and 

Professors of the University of Edinburgh. As soon as a sufficient 
number of Professors came to town, the Principal called a meeting 

of faculty and laid before them the remit of the Magistrates and Town 
Council concerning the introduction of Mr. Adam's Grammar into the 

High School. After reasoning upon the subject at considerable length 
they agreed that it required more mature deliberation to appoint a 
committee of their number to prepare a report." (This was, in fact, 

never done). "This is now under the consideration of the committee 
and, when approved of by the faculty, shall be presented with due 

respect to the magistrates and Town Council. But in the meantime we 

beg leave to lay before our Honourable Patrons some particulars which 
offend the prosperity of the University so nearly and are of such 

importance to the plan of education in this city as to call for their 
immediate attention and interposition. About the beginning of 

October the Rector of the High School opened a class for teaching the 

elements of the Greek language which a considerable number of his 

scholars attend. In this, as well as in all the other Universities 

in Scotland, the Greek class is elementary. The Professor begins to 

teach his students the first principles of that language and instructs 

them in the grammar until they are capable of reading the authors in 

that tongue. By this innovation of the Rector, it is evident that an 
encroachment is made on the provence of the University and he 

deprives the Professor of Greek of students, who according to the 

accustomed course of education, should have attended his class. We 
have inspected two sets of regulations concerning the course of 

education in the High School framed by the Professors of the University 

at the desire of the Magistrates and confirmed by Acts of Council, the 
one in A.D. 1644, the other A.D. 1710, and by both of these the High
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School is considered only as an Latin school, nor have any of the 

present Rector's predecessors thought themselves entitled to teach 

Greek.

u As the Magistrates and Town Council are Patrons both of the 

University and High School we trust in their attention to the welfare 
of both these seminaries of learning, that they will prevent any 

interference between them, and will not permit such an encroachment 

upon the University by a Master under their authority, but remit him 

to his proper function of teaching the latin tongue, as sufficient to 
employ his whole time and attention.

11 Another practice has been introduced into the High School which we 

consider not only as hurtful to the University but to the education 
of youth in this City. A considerable number of scholars, after 

attending the High School 5 years, which by the above regulations is 

declared to be a completed course, remain during a 6th year in the 

Rector's class. We acknowledge that in some particular cases where 

a boy is of a slow capacity, or has been uncommonly negligent, that 

he may be kept at the High School during a 6th year with propriety and 

advantage. But the practice has of late increased greatly, and we can 

with confidence assure our Honourable Patrons, that scholars who have 
finished the 5th year of their education, and have made tolerable 

proficiency in the Latin language, must suffer by being joined during 
a 6th year with boys of an inferior class, who are not only a year 
behind them in their course, but who come to a new master unacquainted 
with those peculiarities in his mode of teaching which are familiar to 

the others. Though we consider this practice as tending to retard the
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progress of youth in the knowledge of Latin, we are sensible that it 

can not be so easily corrected as the former by the interposition of 

our Honourable Patrons.

U But m  order to render the plan of education more perfect and 

to remove this evil, we propose that the Professors of Greek and Latin 

instead of teaching as at present at the same hours, shall for the 
future teach both their public and private classes at different hours, 

so that a student may attend both during his first year at the College. 

Thus his time will be more fully employed, he will begin the study of 
Greek at a more early period of his life, and by attending first the 

public and then the private classes of Latin and Greek, may make 

further progress in both than according to the present arrangement and 

all occasion of interference between the University and High School 

may henceforward cease.

li The University meeting having considered the above report, 

approved of it and ordered a copy of the same to be transcribed and 

signed by the Principal in their name and to be immediately presented 

to the Honourable Magistrates and Council.1'^

89. Minutes of Senatus, University of Edinburgh. Vol. 1 (1733-90)
November 17th, 1772.
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The presentation of this report from the College made no 
difference to the introduction of the new grammar into the High 

School nor to Adam’s teaching of Greek or the number of scholars 
electing to remain for two years in his class. in his MS Memoranda. 
Adam recalls. I was desired to give in an answer to the Memorial.

I drew up my answer with great freedom, showing by the strongest 

arguments the unreasonableness of both requisitions made in the 
representation. Before giving in my answer, I read it to Principal 

Robertson, who, though he bit his lips on hearing it, yet had the 

candour to say it was all very well. I delivered the answer in 

person to Provost Laurie. Nothing was done by the magistrates
concerning the affair (not until 1785, in fact). My class continued

. „90to.increase."

The debate was taken up rather more immediately in the columns 

of the local newspapers and by Adam's colleagues at the High School. 

"In the mean time, the most virulent attacks on the Grammar appeared 

in the Weekly Magazine; and a shilling pamphlet against it was 

published by Professor George Stuart, and his son Dr. Gilbert Stuart. 

They also succeeded in introducing into the Mercury a scurrilous 

article personal to myself. I

I never wrote a line in reply to any of these invectives, but 

took effectual measures to prevent their insertion in the public 

newspapers.

90. W. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, p. 121.
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The Masters of the school, influenced by the proprietors of

Ruddiman's books, and by Professor Stuart, never adopted my grammar,
Mr Nicol did for one course, and was the only exception, but he

91latterly became most hostile."

It is Dr Gilbert Stuart's role in this media campaign which is 
singled out for attack by Henderson, Adam's loyal biographer. After 

praising Stuart's abilities as a scholar, he continues: "It is certain 

however, that he took every opportunity to decry the merits of the 

Rector; and, for this purpose, he filled the periodical publications 

of the day with ridicule and abuse. He wrote, in Latin, a fictitious 
narrative of Dr. Adam's journey to Paris, which has already been 

mentioned, and in which both these requisites abound. In the same 

manner, he drew up an account of a Roman funeral, in which the new 

grammar was personified as the dead body, and the chief mourner was 

meant to represent Dr. Adam, sorrowing for the untimely fate of his 

best-beloved child. This production certainly deserves the praise of 

ingenuity. The persons officiating at the funeral are introduced 

under the technical terms in use among the ancient Romans; and, to 
heighten the ridicule, and apply it the more forcibly to local 

circumstances, Stewart has placed, in the front of his mourners, Jamie 

Duff, a lunatic, well known in Edinburgh at the time, and punctual in
92his attendance at the head of all burial processions." 91

91. W. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh. p 121
92. A. Henderson. Life of Adam. PP. 55+56.
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Whilst it is not proposed to consider in detail the extensive
correspondence which developed in the pages of The Weekly Magazine or

Edinburgh Amusement as a result of the publishing of Adam’s Latin

Grammar - twenty three letters, commencing with one from 'Spectator'
on 22nd July, 1772 and concluding with an offering from 'Julius Caesar

Scaliger' on March 25th, 1773 - the tone of the debate was as
acrimonious as Adam indicated in his MS Memoranda. The main thrust
of the criticism was that, far from offering anything new in the

scheme of education, Adam had merely plagiarised and diluted the works

of Ruddiman. Thus, 'Spectator' (in reality Dr. Gilbert Stuart, Adam's

critic-in-chief): "Notwithstanding these distinguished performances
(the works of Ruddiman), some teachers of Latin have lately taken upon

them to depreciate Mr. Ruddiman's works, and to give us sketches, which,

they would persuade us, will make boys acquire that language with far

greater facility. With this pretence is now published what is called,

The Principles of Latin and English Grammar in English___Will any

teacher follow this method? Indeed anyone who considers it with

attention will find that Mr. Adam has done little more than copied Mr.

Ruddiman, and must think it ungenerous in him, to say no worse, to

endeavour to snatch the laurels which belong to that great man___But,

upon the whole, though I ascribe not infallibility to Mr. Ruddiman, it

will be found his grammar as far excels that of Mr. Adam as an original
93surpasses a translation."

93. Letter to The Weekly Magazine dated 16th July, 1772 (Published
on 22nd July) from 'Spectator'.
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The Adam faction was not dilatory in refuting this.onslaught and,

almost immediately, 'Benevolus', positing the idea that "detraction

and malevolence still preserve all their vigour", wrote in the
following terms: "A book lately published under the title of,

P r in c ip le s  o f  Latin and English Grammar, has given rise to that
resuscitation. The author of this grammar, I am credibly informed (for
he is a stranger to me), had already established a very considerable

r e p u ta t io n  as a teacher, and for learning and abilities above the
ordinary rate of his profession. Yet scarcely had his book made its

very first appearance in the world, when this dark and invidious attack
is made upon it by one whom no man can believe to be disinterested,

though he (ironically) calls himself a Spectator. However, let Mr.

Adam or his friends repel this assault, as they see proper; what
strikes me is the unfairness of the general manner in which it is made.

In this way, may not people be naturally led unawares, to conceive

strong prejudices against a book that they have never read, even of the

highest merit, and against some character of the first eminence, with

which they are unacquainted; and all this to satiate the hateful spleen

of some lurking invidious wretch, whose concealment is the only thing
94to screen him from public detestation." 'Benevolus' belies his

pseudonym by encouraging the editor to be vigilant about printing such

biased criticism by deputing someone "to sweep the printing office with

double vigilance, that all such vermin for the future may be seen no
95where but on the dunghill."

9 4 . + 95. Both extracts taken from a letter to The Weekly Magazine
dated 18th July, 1772 from 'Benevolus'.
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Whilst the tone of this letter from 'Benevolus' - and, indeed, 
that gentleman's assertion in his second offering to The Weekly 

Mapazine that "Mr. Adam's grammar is exactly such an improvement upon 
the justly celebrated labours of Ruddiman, as I have wished to see in 
our schools ever since I knew anything of the matter, and that this 

opinion is founded on my own experience, joined to that of all my 
'quondam' school-fellows, without a single exception, many of whom 

deserve to be ranked in a much higher class of genii than your critical 

correspondent"96 - ’while such statements indicate that 'Benevolus' was 

perhaps not as disinterested and unconnected with Adam as he would have 
had the public believe, the level of debate on either side throughout 

the 9-month exchange of correspondence rarely transcends the 

apologistic. Adam was charged with not acknowledging his debt to 

Ruddiman, although he did, in fact, acknowledge himself "Particularly 
indebted....to Gerard Vossius, and Ruddiman, with respect to the 

Latin."97 Adam was charged by the Stuarts and the proprietors of 

Ruddiman's books with a failure to gain scholarly sanction of his 

effort: "Mr. Adam's book underwent the perusal of judges of the first

eminence and abilities in both kingdoms. It was, I know, put into the 

hands of some persons, to whose judgement I profess myself to have the 

greatest deference. But which of them gave it the sanction of an

Letter to The Weekly Magazine dated 25th July, 1772 from 

'Benevolus'.
Alexander Adam Preface to The Principles of Latin and Enpliah 

Grammar (1772).
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imprimatur or perlegi? I have not heard that any of them did so, or

even seriously advised him publish it, at least in such haste."°8

"J.V." may v/ell have been unaware of it but Adam had, in fact submitted
his "Grammar" to a variety of classical scholars and the favourable
reactions of several of these gentlemen, including Dr. Beattie, Dr.

Lowth and Lord Karnes, is delineated in Chapter 3. As to the "haste"
of the publication, Adam had already notched-up 16 years teaching

experience by 1772 and, in preparing his book for publication, "he hath

examined with care the method of education, and the several Grammars
99made use of both at home and abroad." Adam was charged with faulty 

philosophy in his approach to methodology in several of those letters 

but, as one of his apologists pointed out: "Mr. Adam writes not of 

philosophers but for boys, rightly judging it incongruous to enter into 

an abstract view of the powers of the mind, and of the application of 
those powers to all the minute distinctions of language. The very 

terms made use of in such an inquiry are beyond the conception of those 

he means to instruct."98 99 100

98. Letter to The Weekly Magazine dated 27th July, 1772 from "J.V.".

99. Alexander Adam. Preface to The Principles of Latin and 
English Grammar. (1772)

100. Letter to The Weekly Magazine dated March 4th, 1773 from

"Apollonius".
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This was the crux of the argument for the Adam faction. In producing 
his Grammar, he was calling upon his own experience as a teacher, which 

was considerable, and calling upon, too, his observations of other 
teaching methods and language systems in other countries. The result 
was, in his view, a distillation of the best practice and the best 

grammars, including Ruddiman's, written in English with Latin examples 

and which was clear and approachable for the age range that he taught. 
The neutral observer - not that there were many in this category during 

the course of this particular controversy - could accept and approve 

this pragmatic, synthetical and utilitarian approach: "Grammarians 
scruple not to borrow from their predecessors. Mr. Ruddiman took most 
of his materials; nay, the very plan, and often the words of his 

grammar, from the shorter work of Vossius. Vossius in like manner 

(as himself acknowledges) copied from Lithocomus. And who does not 
admit that Vossius improved upon Lithocomus, and Ruddiman upon Vossius? 

I say not that Mr. Adam hath made a better grammar than Mr. Ruddiman, 

but must affirm that he hath comprised the substance of two very 

valuable works into one short, regular and intelligible system."101

Although the literary debate remained largely acrimonious, and 

largely unresolved, it undoubtedly had the effect of raising the level 

of public consciousness on the issue and, almost, the last word on the

101. Letter to The Weekly Magazine dated February 1st, 1773 from

"Apollcnius". ’
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subject, from "Philologus" in March, 1773, seems to indicate that 
Adam's utilitarian approach to Latin had triggered a responsive chord 

in the heart of at least one member of 'the general public': "As I am 

not a teacher of languages, and happen to live in a remote part of the 
country, where new publications are seldom seen, I believe I should 

never have perused The Principles of Latin and English Grammar, had 
not your Magazine excited my curiosity. I have read it with attention 
and impartiality, and find that it contains, in a final compass, a 

greater Variety of useful rules, properly exemplified, and laid down 

in a very plain and popular method, than are to be found in any one 
book I have seen upon the subjects it treats of. If the author hath 
not the merit of adding a new province to the empire of literature, he 

hath at least taught the public to improve, to their advantage, the 

provinces they already possess."102

Despite the disapprobation of Senatus Academicus and despite, too, 

the furore caused by the extended journalistic correspondence, there 

had been no direct involvement of Adam's employers, the Town Council of 

Edinburgh, in the dispute. Clearly the other masters at the High 

School were not impressed by Adam's individual approach to the 

curriculum, i.e. teaching Latin grammar through English and not vice 

versa, and in spite of the Rector's invitation to them to make use of 
his text book, and, indeed, in spite of the qualified approval of

102. Letter to The Weekly Magazine dated March 11th, 1773 from

"Philologus".
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Senatus Academicus that it could be taught in the first two years 

(according to the Minute of 30th September, 1772), the other masters 

did not avail themselves of the invitation. The first indications 

that the Town Council were to become embroiled in the controversy 
occur in a Council Meeting for the 2nd February, 1785 when "The Lord 

Provost presented that the present method of teaching 2 grammars in the 

High School was much complained of, and that it would be proper at this 
time to make regulations so that peace and good order might be kept up 

in the said school. His Lordship therefore proposed that the council 

remit to the Principal of the College, Professor Dalziel and Hill, to 
take these matters into consideration. That copies of all Acts of 
Council containing Regulations for the High School be put into their 

hands and with a recommendation to them to report their opinion what 

Grammar should be taught for promoting peace and good order in the 

said school. Which being considered by the Council, they agreed the 

foresaid motion, and ordered the Clerks to transmit copies thereof to 

the Principal of the College and also to Professors Dalziel and Hill."^

Whilst the Town Council Minutes do not make it clear from which 

sources the "teaching 2 grammars in the High School was much complained 

of", it seems reasonable to suppose that this fresh wave of curricular 

criticism received its impetus from "the proprietors of Ruddiman's 

books", depressed doubtless by the sales of Adam's grammar, and on this 

occasion support was forthcoming from the College of Edinburgh and from

Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 2nd February, 1785. 
Volume 106, pp. 78+79.
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Adam's employers, the Town Council of Edinburgh, The report 
commissioned by the Town Council from the College was discussed at a 

meeting on 26th October, 1785: "The Principal of the University of 
Edinburgh with the Professors of Greek and Humanity, having been desired 
of their honourable patrons to report their opinions concerning the 

Grammar which ought to be taught in the High School of this city, and 

also respecting such Regulations as may be proposed for promoting peace 

and good order in that school; and having been at the same time 

furnished with copies of the Acts of Council relative to those subjects 

on former occasions, Do after mature deliberation humbly offer the 

following opinion to their honourable Patrons.

n
1. -With respect of the proper grammar to be taught in the High School 

- As the late Mr. Ruddiman's 'Rudiments' and 'Grammar' being the works 
of a very learned, judicious and experienced master in the Latin tongue 

have been for many years, and now are, taught almost universally in the 

schools of this kingdom, and are at present the grammatical books used 

by the four ordinary masters of the High School; the said Principal 

and Professors think that the use of those books ought to be continued 

in the said school: But in order that the several classes which are 

brought forward to the Rector in succession by the said masters may be 

taught Grammar in an uniform manner, The principal and Professors are 

of the opinion that the 4 masters should be appointed to meet together, 

and, after the most mature consultation, to select and mark such Rules 

or parts of Rules in Ruddiman's Grammar as they think necessary to be 
taught; and uniformly to teach and apply these rules in their several 

classes; and then it should be recommended to the Rector to continue 

the use of said Rules with the scholars that attend his class; at the 

same time if he finds it necessary to add any other rules or any other
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grammatical observations which he may deem useful, particularly in 

connecting the English with the Latin Grammars, that he may do this 

from the Grammar published by himself; and they have no doubts that 

his own discretion and solicitude for the improvements of his scholars 
will lead him to avoid loading their memory with the repetition of 

new rules of the same import with those which they have already 

learned."'''^4

Appended to this report from the College of Edinburgh is the 

appropriate extract from the 1710 Acts of Council:

"Concerning the discipline of the school it will be convenient 

that the discipline of each class be exercised as it was some years 

ago by its proper master in all ordinary classes. But in great faults 
or disorder the boys that are guilty are to be chastized by the Rector 

himself that they might be ashamed and other frightened from the like 

faults.

It That all the masters have the immediate charge of teaching and

discipline in their respective classes. So the Rector should have

not only the same charge in his own class, but also take care that all 

' the asters wait punctually on the school at the ordinary time, be

i diligent and faithful in their business, and if any of them should

104. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 26th October, 1785.

Volume 107, pp. 3-7.
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either neglect his duty or perform it superficially, or should not
observe a prudent constant course of discipline and good order, the

Rector is then to admonish him privately, for the first time, for the
second before all his colleagues and if he regard not that, the Rector
is without delay to represent the matter the Magistrates and Council'.'105

Whether or not it was fear of reporting to their employers that led
to so many High School masters engaging in the, allegedly, excessive
physical punishment of their charges, there are no reportings of his

colleagues by Alexander Adam reported in the Minutes of the Town Council

during his period as Rector. The Council ordered that a copy of the

College's recommendations, together with the relevant sections of the
1710 Acts of Council, "be transmitted to the 4 masters of the High

School; and that they be required to send an answer so as to be laid
1 ORbefore the Council within one month from this date."

Although the advice of the College of Edinburgh to the Town 

Council in 1785 was not as positively in favour of Adam's text as it 

had been in 1772, they were still happy to allow the Rector to use his 

own grammar with his own class "particularly in connecting the English 

with the Latin Grammar". The reply to the Town Council from Adam's * 106

Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 26th October, 1785. 

Volume 107. pp. 3-7.

106. Ibid.
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colleagues at the High School proved to be a lengthy and unequivocal
defence of Ruddiman's Rudiments as "the best book they have yet seen

for teaching children the first principles of Latin" and they rejected

the concurrent use of two grammars since this would "produce
discontents and animosities between teachers, confusion, perplexity

107and ignorance among scholars." (For the full text of the ordinary

masters* reply, see Appendix 7).

Alexander Adam was, indeed, a prophet in his own land so far 

as his immediate colleagues were concerned for, with the exception of 
Willie Nicol for one session only, the High School masters rejected 
their Rector's innovative approach. They, too, favoured a utilitarian 

approach. Large numbers of their pupils proceeded to the College of 

Edinburgh where much of the lecturing was still given in Latin, ergo, 

all boys must be crammed in Latin. Adam was equally anxious that his 

pupils should be classically literate but was rather more concerned 

that they should understand what they learned than that they could 

regurgitate facts which had been instilled by rote learning. A 

comprehension of English grammar was a prerequisite for Adam's approach 

since this would be the language employed by all of his charges in their 

everyday intercourse. Whilst noting that the staffroom at the High 

School must indeed have been marked by the "discontents and animosities 

between teachers" alluded to in the Masters representations, there is

107. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 16th November, 1785.

Volume 107. pp. 51-57.
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no written evidence to suggest their concern over the "confusion, 
perplexity, and ignorance among scholars." The success ultimately 

enjoyed by The Principles of Latin and English Grammar both at home 

and abroad, the extensive adopting of Adam's teaching methods in 
Edinburgh and on a much broader front and, above all, the warmth and 

esteem in which he was so clearly held by the recipients of his 
educational philosophies, indicate that, whilst the battle with his 

colleagues was lost, the war, ultimately was won.

Despite the official rebuke and despite, too, the hostility of 

the other masters, Adam continued to use his own grammar and incurred 
the further displeasure of his employers, the Town Council of Edinburgh 

Their Minutes for the 23rd August, 1786 record that: "The Council 

having again taken into consideration the situation of the High School 
and the different grammars made use of by the masters they appointed 

the Rector and other masters to teach, and instruct their scholars by 

Ruddiman's 'Rudiments' and 'Grammar' - and prohibited and discharged 

any other grammar to be used in the High School - and appointed 

extracts of this Act to be transmitted to the Rector and other 

masters"108

This official proscription of his grammar had as little outward 

effect upon the rector as had the hostility of his colleagues since, 

three months later, the following Minute appeared in the Town Council

108. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 23rd August, 1786.

Vol. 108 pp. ‘ 162+163.
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records: "Read letter from Dr. Alexander Adam, Rector of the High

School, addressed to the Magistrates and Council. Remitted the same 

to the Magistrates, and ordered him and William Nicol one of the masters 
to appear before them on Friday next at 11 o'clock forenoon. It 

having been informed that Dr. Adam notwithstanding the injunction in 

the Act of Council dated 23rd August still continues to teach his class 
by a grammar published by himself. Remitted to the Magistrates to make 
enquiries and to report."1"

The meeting between Adam and his employers did little more than 
harden attitudes on either side. "The Lord Provost informed the 
Council that he and the Magistrates had called the Rector of the High 

School before them relative to his teaching scholars by his own grammar, 

who gave them evasive answers and little satisfaction, that they had 
therefore put a question to him in writing, to which he desired some 

days to give an answer, and that he (the Provost) has now received an 

answer in writing, which questions and answers were read, and are of 

the following tenor

'Dr. Adam Rector of the High School in presence of the Lord Provost 

and Magistrates of Edinburgh being interrogated whether in future he 

intends to obey the Act of Council of the 23rd August last, and to teach 

Ruddiman's "Rudiments and Grammar" without any other, or to continue as

109. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 15th November, 1786.
Vol. 108. pp. 312+313.
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he at present does to instruct his scholars by any other Grammar, and 
in particular by one published by himself.

1 Dr. Adam cannot have the least objection to the teaching of 
Ruddiman's Rudiments and Grammar, for in fact he always has taught, 

still teaches, and intends to teach them as far as they go, and his 
scholars can understand them. But as there are several things not 

contained in these books, which he judges it proper to teach the boys 

in his class, such as, the knowledge of English Grammar, and its 

connection with the Latin, a Latin vocabulary, Latin Idioms and Phrases, 

the various tropes and figures of rhetoric, and as there are a great 
many things in Ruddiman's Grammar which a considerable number of boys 

in his class cannot understand, and several of them also have learned 

a different Grammar; he humbly hopes that his Right Honourable Patrons 
will permit him to continue as he at present does to supply what is 

deficient and to explain what is difficult in Mr. Ruddiman's books,

"in the manner which he may deem useful, and in particular from the 

Grammar published by himself agreeably to the opinion of the Principal 

of the University and the Professors of Greek and Humanity transmitted 

to him from the Town Council dated 15th October 1785. Or if his 

Patrons are not satisfied with his method of teaching, he hopes they 

will be pleased to point out a better, and he shall most cheerfully 

follow it." Having taken into consideration the above answer, the 

Council were of the opinion that it was very evasive.110

HO. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 22nd November, 1786.

Vol. 108, pp. 318-321.
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Why the Town Council should have found Adam's letter 'evasive' 
is a matter of speculation. The Rector made it quite clear that, 

in common with his colleagues, he was prepared to use Ruddiman's 
texts "as far as they go, and his scholars can understand them". He
adduced half a dozen areas in which he found Ruddiman deficient and 

pointed out that "there are a great many things in Ruddiman's Grammar 
which a considerable number of boys in his class cannot understand."

Adam was never anti-Ruddiman but his own grammar was written from the 

perspective of a practising professional pedagogue with the interests 

of his pupils as his prime concern, whereas Thomas Ruddiman, Keeper 

of the Advocates' Library, had had a much more general market in mind. 

The Town Council, however, appeared determined to force compliance 

from their unco-operative employee as the Council Minutes for 29th 

November, 1786 make clear: "Read letter from Dr. Adam, Rector of the 
High School relative to his teaching his scholars by Ruddiman's 

'Rudiments' and 'Grammar', which being considered, the Counci] as Patrons 

of the High School ordered and directed the Rector and other masters 

of the High School to teach and instruct their scholars by Ruddiman's 

'Rudiments and Grammar', and prohibited and discharged any other 

rudiments or grammar to be taught or made use of by the Rector or other 

masters in any of the classes of the said school, with certification to 

those who shall disobey or counteract this injunction that they will 

do so at their peril, and incur the displeasure of their Patrons. 

Ordered extracts to be sent to the Rector and each of the other 

masters without abiding a reading in Council."111

111. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 29th November, 1786.

Vol. 108, pp. 336+337.



168

Even the threats contained in these Minutes failed to sway the
obdurate Rector and his reply was read at the Council Meeting on 20th

December, 1786. "My Lord, The Act of Council of the 29th ultimo has

been transmitted to me agreeably to the directions therein contained,
and I must request your Lordships to do me the honour to signify to my
honourable Patrons my resolution to comply with the directions therein

mentioned, agreeably to my letter to your Lordship of the 27th ultimo,

which I am happy to observe has neither been disapproved of by the

Council, nor has led them to prescribe any particular mode of teaching
112different from what is there pointed out." Understandably, the

Town Council were less than happy with the response since Adam's 
attitude was that, despite the repeated proscriptions upon his grammar, 

he intended to continue "to supply what is deficient and to explain 

what is difficult in Mr. Ruddiman's books in the manner which I may 

deem useful, and in particular from the Grammar published by myself."112 113 

This was not the last action in the affair since the Town Council 

"appointed the whole letters and other papers relative to the High 

School to be transmitted to the City's agent with instructions to him 

to draw a memorial and quories(?) relative to the powers of the Council 

as Patrons of the said school, and to take the opinion of the Lord

112. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh. 20th December, 1786. 

Vol. 109 pp. 2-4.

113. Ibid. 22nd November, 1786.
Vol. 108 pp. 318-321.
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. 114I Advocate and Solicitor General."

It is not clear what advice was given by the distinguished legal 

counsel appealed to by the Town Council although significantly, there 
was no prosecution and, thereafter, there is no further mention of the 

issue in the Minutes of Council. What is clear is that throughout 
the 14 years of the dispute, despite the hostile media campaign, despite 
the animosities and damaged relationships with his teaching colleagues, 

with the College of Edinburgh and with the Town Council, Adam continued 

to use his own Grammar with his own classes with remarkable results.

His teaching philosophy had been attacked, his character had been 
impugned and his very livelihood put under threat, but his classes 
continued to grow (see Appendix 5b) and the grateful encomia of 

generations of pupils must have been balm to his soul. He had placed 

the needs of his pupils at the centre of this curricular contest rather 

than the ease of his colleagues or the requirements of the College and 

in this he proved to be successful.

Whilst it may be a little fanciful to posit the notion that Adam 

was a proselytiser of child-centred learning, his approach was markedly 

different from that of his colleagues at the High School and, indeed, 

from that of other reported contemporaries. He was aware of his

114. Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh. 

Vol. 109 pp. 2-4.
20th December, 1786.
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responsibilities to all the students in his care and not merely to those

who were to proceed to the College of Edinburgh and, accordingly, he
tried to tailor the curriculum of his own class to meet the varying

needs of "those who are designed for learned Profession^' and "also such
as are intended for business." Just as he had attempted to link
together the study of English and Latin Grammar, so he attempted,

through a study of the classics, to improve his students' level of
general knowledge by broadening their curriculum. "The classic authors,

particularly the poets, cannot be thoroughly understood without

considerable acquaintance with those branches of science to which they
often allude; geography, history, philosophy, astronomy, and, above all, 

115mythology." His published books were his attempt to provide his

students with a broad curriculum based upon the classics as he made

explicit in his Preface to Roman Antiquities, a work which he felt to

be "particularly requisite for such as prosecute the study of the civil 

law."

"The Compiler has now in a great measure completed, what above 

twenty years ago he conceived to be wanting in the common plan of 

education in this country. His first attempt was to connect the study

of Latin Grammar with that of English..... His next attempt was to join

the knowledge of ancient and modern geography, and the principles of

115. Alexander Adam. Preface to Summary of Geography and History 

(1794).
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history, with the study of the classics, And now he has endeavoured 
to explain difficult words and phrases in the Roman authors, from the 

customs to which they refer. How far he has succeeded in the execution
he must leave others to judge, he can only say that what he has written 
has proceeded from the purest desire to promote the improvement of 

youth; and that he should never have thought of troubling the world 
with his publications, if he could have found, on any of the subjects 

he has treated, a book adapted to his purpose. He has attained his 

end, if he has put it in the power of the teacher to convey instruction 

with more ease, and in a shorter time; and of the learner to procure, 
with the greater facility, instruction for himself. He has laboured 
long in the education of youth, and wished to show himself not unworthy 

of the confidence reposed in him by the public. His chief enjoyment 

in life has arisen from the acquisition and communication of useful 
knowledge.

Adam held very strong and radical views on the value of the 

broadly-based curriculum, an area in which he was undoubtedly a pioneer, 

and the need to extend the normal period of schooling beyond the five 

year period which was then the customary practice. These ideas, 

coupled with some pithy side-swipes at the College of Edinburgh, the 

Town Council and the Writers to the Signet, are vividly outlined in a 
letter to Mr. Andrew Dun, Rector of the Grammar School of Aberdeen 
during December 1797.

116. A l e x a n d e r  Adam. Preface to Roman Antiquities. (1791)
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"There is nothing in the plan of education in this country more 
absurd than sending boys too early to College. They should never be 

taken from school and sent to a university till they can at least read 

plain Latin authors by themselves, and understand the principles of 
Greek. The contrary practice is hurtful, not only to learning, but 

also to morals; and if the conductors of education in college did 
their duty, they would take care that no one should be admitted unless 
properly qualified, as is the case in a neighbouring country, where a 

certain number of books is specified, both in Latin and in Greek, which 

a young man must be prepared to read in any part that is turned up, 

before he can be admitted as a student at the university. But as it 
is hardly to be expected that any corporation will assent to encourage 

a plan which might have the least tendency to diminish the emolument 

of its members, I think the most effectual method of inducing parents 
to extend the term of school education, would be to connect with the 

study of Latin, such branches of knowledge as are requisite to make 

boys understand what they read. During the first years, the study of 

English should be joined with that of Latin; and afterwards Geography, 

Mythology, Antiquities, and History, together with the principles of 

Natural Philosophy (Science); and for such as choose it, the French 

language. In all these branches, besides Writing and Accounts, a boy 

should be initiated and tolerably instructed before going to college. 

Now, if this could be affected, he would be an ignorant parent indeed 

that did not see the importance of such accomplishments, and that they 

cannot be acquired in the small space of a grammar school education, 

especially at so early a period of life. To be sure, when corporate 
bodies counteract such apian by positive regulations, as the Writers to 

the Signet have done, nothing further can be said. When, as I have 

often told some of that society, boys know that they will not only be
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admitted to college, but admitted also as members of a respectable
society, whatever be their progress, it not only slackens their energy,

but leads them to consider their whole education a sham, and thus
prepares them for deception from their earliest years. I wish other
societies were not nearly as lax in similar circumstances. For

magistrates to impose or give absurd regulations how you are to conduct
the education of your boys, I should think it rather stepping beyond

their sphere. Their intervention ought to go no further than advice 
 ̂ „117and support."

Adam's attempts to broaden and enrich the curriculum for his 
own class, buttressed by his own individual and charismatic teaching 

method, were appreciated clearly by the recipients of his efforts, the 

pupils of the school as a glance at the Library Register Rolls 
(Appendix 5a) makes plain. Under the two previous rectors, John Lees 

(1739-59) and Alexander Matheson (1759-66), it was comparatively rare 

that the Rector's Class proved to be the largest in the school - six 

times in a thirty year period. During Adam's tenure of office as 

joint Rector and Rector, his class was the largest in the school 

twenty four times in forty three years. It must, therefore, have been 

particularly ironic and immensely frustrating for Adam to have been 

unable to effect these changes even throughout his own seminary. 

However, he was simply 'primus inter pares' as a classical master at

117. C o l l e c t e d  Correspondence o f  Alexander Adam. Appendix 2.
Letter 73 to Andrew Dun, December 1797.
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the High School and he lacked the autonomy to implement such radical 
changes outwith the confines of his own class. Even with his own 

classes he faced the considerable forces of vested interest inherent 

in the Edinburgh of his day. This is clear from the letter to Andrew 
Dun just quoted and in his letter to Francis Jeffrey in January, 1789: 

"There is much room for improvement in the plan of education in this 
country; but there are so many obstacles to it, that I begin to 
despair of seeing it accomplished. One thing gives me the greatest 

satisfaction - that in our universities, and particularly in Yours 

(Glasgow) - young men have the best opportunities of acquiring 
extensive knowledge, and the most liberal principles." It was,
in all probability, Adam's 'liberal principles' rather than his radical 

educational innovations which upset contemporary Edinburgh prejudices, 

an issue to be explored in an assessment of Adam's place in Edinburgh 
society. It was this sense of isolation which made him refuse to 

contribute an article on 'Education' to Sinclair's first "Statistical 

Account" (Collected Correspondence. Letter 80; 7th November, 1789).

And yet he was not isolated from the most important section of 

Edinburgh society, the young men he taught and whose minds and 

attitudes he shaped. This is clear from their own eager and unsought 

public and private testimonials. They had thriven on the educational 
stimuli on offer in his classroom and several were to make major 

contributions to the development of Scottish education. Specifically,

118. C o l l e c t e d  Correspondence of Alexander Adam. Appendix 2.

Letter 40. To Francis Jeffrey, ?January, 1789).
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Adam's ideas on curricular breadth appear to have been taken up by the 
group of his former pupils who were involved in establishing The 

Edinburgh Academy, Cockburn, Scott, Jeffrey and Leonard Horner who was 

also instrumental in establishing and managing the Edinburgh School of 
Arts. This group, dissatisfied with the state of classical education 

in Scotland, "were at last satisfied that no adequate improvement could
be effected so long as there was only one great classical school in 

119Edinburgh." The High School was by this time, the year 1823, minus

Alexander Adam; the volume of boys in each class had multiplied 

dramatically - two hundred and fifty seven boys in the Rector's Class 
of 1823; there were plentiful complaints about the restricted curriculum, 
the inadequate Latin teaching and the perennial problems concerning the 

Scottish attitude to the teaching of Greek. The founders of The 

Edinburgh Academy were motivated too by the desire to create a seminary 
which could compete on equal terms with the major Public Schools south 

of the border.

It is, therefore, fascinating to compare Adam's curricular manifesto 

as outlined to Rector Dun in December, 1797 with the initial Prospectus 

for the Edinburgh Academy, December 29th, 1823. Adam had declared: 

"During the first years, the study of English should be joined with that 

of Latin; and afterwards Geography, Mythology, Antiquities, and History, 
together with the principles of Greek and Natural Philosophy; and for

119. Lord Cockburn. Memorials of His Time (1856). P- 235.
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such as choose it, the French language. In all these branches,
besides Writing and Accounts, a boy should be initiated and tolerably

120instructed before going to College." The Academy Prospectus, 26

years later, advocated:

1 .
2.

i

3.

A more extended instruction in Greek, by all the Masters.
In addition to the four under-masters, a Master of English 

who shall have a pure English accent: the mere circumstances 

of his being born within the boundary of England not to be 

considered indispensable. The object of this appointment is 

to endeavour to remedy a defect in the education of boys in 
Edinburgh, who are suffered to neglect the cultivation of their 

native tongue and literature during the whole time that they 

attend the Grammar Schools, and in most cases to a much later 
period. It will be the duty of this master to give instruction 

in Reading, Elocution and modern History...
121A regular attention to Geography in all the Classes."

The Directors of the Academy also made provision for a "Writing 

Master", the teaching of "Arithmetic" and the "elements of Algebra and 120 121

120. Adam. Collected Correspondence. Letter 73 to Andrew Dun, 

December, 1797.
121. Magnus Magnusson. The Clacken and the Slat* (1974), pp. 63+54
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Geometry for the boys of the highest class." Within two years of
opening, the Academy added French and Natural Philosophy to their

curriculum. The letter and the prospectus might have been written

by the same man, or by master and eager acolytes arguing as they did
for curricular breadth and the importance and usefulness of English,

the twin pillars of Adam’s educational philosophy. What Adam had
urged and implemented in his own classroon achieved respectability and
renown in the classrooms of the school established by his own former

pupils. English became a compulsory subject - this in advance of any

English public school, where Classical Masters taught all other
subjects too - as Adam had desired and this was urged upon his fellow
Directors by Sir Walter Scott: "Could it be managed, I should like

there were a separate master for English reading, orthography,

geography, and history.... I am convinced that by thus mixing the
knowledge of the English Language and Modern History with classical

instruction, the most useful impression would be made on the youthful

mind. We still carry the pedantry of former times a little too much

into education, and boys are apt to think that learning Latin is the

exclusive business of life and that all other acquisitions are of
122little consequence m  comparison.” The words are pure Scott; the

sentiments, I would suggest, owe more than a little to Scott's 

experiences in a certain classroom in High School Yards 40 years 

previously. The spirit of Dr. Adam was alive and well and living in 

The Edinburgh Academy. *

122. ed. Grierson. Letters of Sir Walter Scott (Volume Vlll, p. 415.)
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(v) Adam, and the Profession

Alexander Adam enjoyed a somewhat ambivalent relationship with

other members of his profession. Held in the highest esteem by many
of his fellow heads for his scholarship as is demonstrated in his

correspondence, his relationships with his own colleagues at The High
School of Edinburgh remained, at best, strained. The High School

masters remained irrevocably opposed to their Rector's innovations as

the representation to the Town Council of November 1785 concerning the
Latin Grammar demonstrates so vividly. Willie Nicol, William

Cruickshank, James Gray and Allan Masterton appear, actively, to have

disliked Adam although Nicol was the only master to have demonstrated

thi-s dislike in so physical a manner that he was reprimanded for his

"unprovoked and public insult" in the Town Council Minutes for 25th 
123January, 1791. Whilst jealousy of his success appears to have been 

the cause of these professional jealousies, in truth, Adam must have 

been something of a trial for his colleagues. An outstanding scholar, 
an inspirational teacher, he nonetheless ploughed a solitary and 

stubborn path in many educational matters and his known liberal views 

brought the suspicion of being politically 'suspect' on all the High 
School masters.

However, whilst pupils remained his prime concern, he took a 

practical interest in the welfare of schoolmasters, and of their 

dependents, not so fortunately placed as himself. The Schoolmasters 123

123 Minutes of Town Council of Edinburgh. Volume 117, pp. 63_68.
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Act of 1803, promoted by Charles Hope, another of Adam's former pupils, 
had improved the salaries of burgh and parochial schoolmasters and 

compelled 'heritors' to build houses for the schoolmasters. Thereafter, 
Scottish teachers devoted their attention to the need to establish a 
national fund for the relief and support of the widows and orphans of 

teachers. Already the Edinburgh and the Glasgow Teachers' Societies 

had evolved rules and regulations, had accumulated funds and were 
contributing to the support of dependants of their deceased teacher- 

members. However, experience had shown that Voluntary recruitment 

did not necessarily lead to the success of such organisations, and the 

general opinion was that any new scheme should be constituted by 
Parliamentary legislation making membership national and compulsory. 

Unfortunately, in those days the only persons recognised as 'public' 

teachers were those appointed by Town Councils to burgh schools and by 
the minister and heritors to parish schools. Other teachers, male and 

female, were normally employed in private adventure schools or schools 

endowed by individuals or churches, and as their tenure of office and 

amount of salary were unstable, it was not considered advisable to 

include them in a national compulsory scheme.

On the 20th September 1805, as the result of a public 

advertisement, nineteen schoolmasters attended a meeting in Edinburgh 

to discuss a proposed scheme. Adam was not in attendance at this 

initial meeting but "an individual present... proposed that the 

co-operation and support of Dr. Adam should be requested in the most 
particular manner; these objects being thought highly desirable, both 
on account of the Doctor's prominent situation as a teacher, and his
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extended influence and connection. Once involved, Adam played so
prominent a role over the next two years, by corresponding on the 

subject with many influential members of the legislature and securing 

their support, and by advancing three hundred and seventy pounds from 
his private funds to meet the expenses incurred in procuring the Act, 

that he was seen as the father of the benevolent measure which entered 
the Statute Books as the "Fund for the Relief of the Widows and 
Children of Burgh and Parochial Schoolmasters", 1807. Evidence of 

Adam's epistolary exertions to the former pupil lobby at Whitehall 

survive in a letter from Francis Horner, M.p. dated 31st January, 1806.

"I have had the pleasure this morning of receiving your letter, 

respecting a Bill for the relief of the Widows and Children of the 

Schoolmasters of Scotland. I am much gratified at being thought of 

by you in such a business, and shall most assuredly pay every attention 

to it, both because it is your wish, and on account of the propriety 

of the measure. From what you say, I expect to receive the draught 

of the bill in the course of the day, and I shall wait on the Lord

Advocate to-morrow, in order that it may be brought into the House
J , „125without delay. 124 125

124. Henderson. An Account of the Life and Character of Alexander 
Adam, L.L.D. (1810), p. 130.

125. Collected Correspondence of A. Adam. Letter 99. From Francis 
Horner, M.P. 31st Jan., 1806.
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Such gratifying compliance from his Whitehall former pupils - 
in addition to Francis Horner, the Bill was promoted by Henry Erskine 

and supported by William Adam - affords some insight into the level of 

respect and affection which these influential men entertained for their 
old dominie. Adam subsequently became the first treasurer ("cashier") 

for the Society of Burgh and Parochial Schoolmasters and appears to 
have devoted much of his remaining time until his death promoting the 
interests of the Society. In his will Adam indicated his desire that 

the copyright of his Latin and English Grammar should be "gifted 

to this society. His son, Dr. Walter Adam, most generously carried 
out his father's desire, by which the society, up to the year 1848, had 
benefited to the extent of six hundred pounds."126 It is interesting 

to .note, in passing, that, amidst all the rancour which surrounded his 

dealings with his immediate colleagues at the High School, Adam's 
concern for the plight of fellow professionals was shared, indeed had 

been anticipated, by Luke Fraser who had written in 1782 a "Memorial 

for the Parochial Schoolmasters in Scotland" in which he had presented 

a melancholy picture of their situation, a high idea of their office 

and the urgent need for them to receive proper remuneration.127

W. Pitcairn Anderson Silences that Speak (1931) pp. 668-671. 

Memorial For The Parochial Schoolmasters in Scotland (1782) by 

Luke Fraser. Printed as an Appendix in G. Chapman's Hints On The 
Education Of The Lower Ranks Of The People And The Appointment
Of Parochial Schoolmasters (1801).
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It is not within the remit of this research to discuss at length 
the developments of the Schoolmasters' Widows Fund since, as with so 

many of the educational initiatives with which Alexander Adam was 
involved, the seminal influence of this legislation was felt long 
after his death,but by 1846, one thousand two hundred and fifty 

schoolteachers were contributing to the Fund and, by 1882, the 
capital of the fund had risen to £123, 834. The Burgh and Parochial 
Schoolmasters' Association v/as formed in 1877. The scheme and its 

significance are described in the E.I.S. Centenary Handbook in the 

following terms:

"In each presbytery, usually on the last Saturday in July, the 

burgh and parochial schoolmasters met. 'On which day the following 

contributors to the Burgh and Parochial Schoolmasters Scheme for the 
benefit of their Widows and Children met agreeably to the statute 

between the hours of 12 and 2 o'clock p.m. to transact their annual 

business', so runs the minute of those presbytery gatherings of 

teachers. A preses and a Collector were appointed, minutes of the 

last meeting were read and approved, accounts and vouchers were 

examined, contributions of members were entered, and a delegate (or 

delegates in proportion to the number of contributors) was appointed 

to attend the Annual Meeting in Edinburgh. The presbytery meeting 

usually authorised the collector to obtain arrears by arrestment if 

contributors failed to pay after a warning. In most cases a fine of 

2s. 6d. was imposed upon absentee members, and contributors had to 
subscribe Is. 6d. annually to meet necessary expenses incurred by the 

collector. At these presbytery meetings there was no other business 

transacted, although there seemed nothing to prevent informal
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discussion upon educational topics.

11 The Annual Meeting was usually held within the High School of 

Edinburgh, when Commissions (letters of nomination granted to 
delegates at the local meetings of the contributors) were presented 

from the presbyteries. All Commissions were usually sustained, 
although it was not unknown for objection to be taken to some 

Commission on the grounds that the particular area in question had 

sent a delegate too many. If the objection were sustained, the 

Commission would be rejected. The preses, general cashier and clerk 

were appointed, and the cashier laid before the meeting his Account 
of Charge and Discharge for the year, regularly docqueted and settled 

by. the Standing Committee. Claims upon the fund which raised 

difficulties were considered by the delegates, and thereafter a 
Standing Committee was appointed. The masters of the High School 

were ex-officiis trustees under the terms of the original Act. The 

meeting terminated with votes of thanks to the preses, the cashier and 

the clerk. No other business was transacted.

The scheme provided admirable machinery to enable schoolmasters 

locally and nationally, to discuss matters of professional interest. 

For some sixty years, therefore, accounts of occasional, unofficial 

meetings are to' be found, but, whilst the opinions expressed could 

not be ignored, they did not carry weight because they represented 

the views of only a section of Scottish teachers. Further, events 
did not happen so as to coincide with arrangments made for the 

holding of presbytery meetings or of the Annual Meeting, and on 

occasion the time for appropriate action had passed before discussion
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and decision were possible.

H A report of the proceedings at the Annual Meeting was published 

yearly, to which was added an appendix containing lists of presbyteries, 
contributors, widows and orphans, as well as the general cashier's 

accounts for the year. Those printed reports prove helpful in tracing 

individual teachers and in giving the number and names of burgh and 

parochial schools when no other source of information is available.

The Schoolmasters' Widows' Fund was the first national organisation

of a section of teachers in Scotland. Its importance in the history
of the teaching profession cannot be exaggerated; it proved that union

was,strength. By experience, its contributors were convinced of the

necessity for an association with a broader constitution, with a wider
membership, and with machinery capable of working not annually but

throughout the year; it prepared the way for the formation of the

Educational Institute of Scotland. By its successful organisation in

local units on the territorial basis of the presbyteries and in its

national assembly of delegates as the final court of appeal and as the

body controlling the central executive, it proveded a model for the
128constitution and machinery of the Institute."

(vi) Conclusions

It is not easy to quantify the contribution made by Alexander Adam

128. Centenary Handbook of the E.I.S. A.J. Belford (1946) pp. 14/15.
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to the development of Scottish education during the period of the 
Enlightenment. Assessments of his work have been restricted to 

glowing accounts of his qualities as a pedagogue and, clearly, 
he was an outstanding teacher operating in Edinburgh's>arguably 
Scotland's, most important school for over four decades during a time 

of fierce intellectual ferment. And yet, as I have attempted to 
demonstrate, Adam was so much more than an outstanding teacher.

Innovative in terms of methodology, radical in his approach to the 

broadly-based curriculum, a proponent of the need for pupils to remain 

longer in school in order to benefit from an expanded course of study, 
a believer in the desirability of some form of national standardisation, 
Adam's long-term influence upon Scottish education was seminal in 

several of these areas and, in addition, he helped to launch the 

movement which culminated in the establishment of a national teachers' 
union. The contemporary reluctance to accept his importance resided, 

partially, in the small scale of his operation and, partially, reflected 

the political disfavour with which he was viewed by important factions 

in Edinburgh society, an issue to be discussed in the final section of 

this work.

However, his influence was equally seminal in the short-term, 

and this despite his modest sphere of operation, through the attitudes 

he inculcated and the opinions he shaped in the minds of over four 

thousand boys who passed through his classroom. We acknowledge 

readily the pivotal role played by the great Renaissance teachers, 
Guarino da Verona and Vittorino da Fettre, in spreading humanist ideas; 
the 'philosophies' discharged a similar function during the European 

Enlightenment. I would argue that, similarly, Adam's classes fulfilled
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this type of function during the Edinburgh Enlightenment. He headed 
a seminary which educated the sons of the rich, the powerful and the 

famous. He taught innumerable boys who went on to become men of 

considerable influence and he corresponded freely with many of the 
leading figures of the Enlightenment. One commodity above all others 

which he inculcated into successive generations of High School boys, 
according to their memoirs, was a 'modus vivendi'. A classical 
republican by training and by inclination, he believed passionately in 

the value of the 'vita activa'. His educational provision inculcated 

this philosophy into many of his pupils and they repaid him in full 

measure by contributing in a major fashion to every field of human 
endeavour. If asked to justify his educational philosophy, he might 

well have quoted the words of another great teacher:

"Not everyone is called to be a lawyer, a physician, a philosopher,

to live in the public eye, nor has everyone outstanding gifts of

natural capacity, but all of us are created for the life of social

duty, all are responsible for the personal influence which goes forth 
129from us." Alexander Adam lived his life and pursued his career by

this precept; so, too, did a significant number of his pupils. It 

was in this respect, I would suggest, that his distinction lay.

129. V. da Fettre. Quoted by W. H. Woodward. Studies in Education
during the Age of the Renaissance (19o6), pp. 12+13.
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C H A P T E R  F I V E

ADAM, POLITICS AND EDINBURGH SOCIETY

At best, Alexander Adam enjoyed an ambivalent relationship with 
the Edinburgh of his day. Internationally read and renowned as a 

classical scholar of immense authority, he was, however, never made 

a Burgess of Edinburgh, an unusual oversight by the Town Council for 
someone of Adam's attainments, although they did accord him a public 

funeral, an unusual distinction for one of his avocation. Curiously

enough, the City of Dundee supplied the deficiency when, on 18th 
August, 1779 "Mr. Alexander Adam, Rector of the High School,
Edinburgh, was by The Provost, Magistrates and Town Council of Dundee 

admitted a Free Burgess of1 this Burgh with all and Sundry Liberties, 

Privileges and Immunities thereto belonging, He having given his Oath 

in common Form."1 Acknowledged as one of the great teachers and 

educationalists of his day, he nevertheless incurred the censorship 

of the Town Council, the displeasure of the College of Edinburgh,and 

the resentment of his own colleagues at the High School. Belonging 

to no organised political party he was, notwithstanding, politically 

suspect. On the one hand a victim of a physical assault by one of 

his colleagues, on the other, the subject of a portrait by Raeburn 

commissioned by grateful former pupils. A complex man, therefore, 

whose personal relationships were affected, positively and negatively,

1. Wording from the Certificate of Burgess Ship from the City of 

Dundee 18.8.1779.
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by a strong streak of independence coupled with an unwillingness to
compromise his own personal integrity, character traits of which he

seemed to be fully aware in a letter to his second wife, Jane Cosser,

dated 13th January, 1789. "I have never had any means of rendering
myself respectable but industry and integrity and the highest

sentiments of independence. By these means I have been enabled by
the blessing of providence to defeat the most powerful combinations
that envy and malice could raise to hurt me, and I consider myself as

independent, and I hope as respectable in that view at least, as any

man of my profession in the kingdom. I never to my knowledge gave

just cause of offence to the meanest person, and I will not crouch 
2to the greatest."

This trait of intractability was seen as a severe character fault 

by his detractors and as a source of strength by his admirers. The 

streak of obduracy was seen in some quarters as proof positive that, 

at best, Adam was politically suspect and, at worst, politically 

active in the sense of using his position of influence and privilege 

to proselytise. Nor was 'evidence' wanted to convict. Had not Adam, 

after all, undertaken a trip to France in 1771 in the company of a man 

of known radical views, the Reverend Joseph Townshend, and there had 

contact with the French Eucyclopedists?; had he not been known to 
criticise Pitt and Dundas in his classroom?; had he not been made a 

Burgess of Dundee whose Whig Club had voted an address to the National 2

2. Collected Correspondence of Alexander Adam. App. 2. Letter 38.

13th January 1789.
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Assembly of France in 1789, "the only address that passed between
3Scotland and France during the Revolutionary Era"?; had his 

seminary not produced a regular succession of Whigs at a time when, 
according to Cockburn, "real Whigs were extrememly few" and "Scotch 
toryism......engrossed almost the whole wealth, and rank, of public

4office of the country, and at least three-fourths of the population."

In retrospect, these charges appear insubstantial and may, to a 

considerable extent, be accounted for by the national hysteria which 

was generated by the French Revolution. "Everything rang, and was 

connected with the Revolution in France; which, for above twenty 
years, was the all in all. Everything, literally everything, was

5soaked in this one event." Many people, along with Adam, were

victims "of the police atmosphere which gripped Scotland during the
French Revolution. Tradesmen of Jacobinical leanings had their

credit stopped at the bank, housewives bought only from shopkeepers

of proved 'loyalty', manufacturers dismissed workers suspected of
0

disloyalty, even charitable work was looked on with suspicion." In 

such a climate, it is not perhaps to be wondered at that even Adam's 

ongoing dispute with the Town Council of Edinburgh concerning his 

Grammar - a book published after his trip to France and the Low 3 4 5 6

3. Henry Meikle, Scotland and the French Revolution (1912) p. 46.
4. Lord Cockburn. Memorials of His Time (1856) p. 65.

5. Ibid. p. 64.

6. H. Meikle. Scotland and The French Revolution (1912) pp. 151-154.
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Countries - a dispute over methodology, surely, should have taken on 
Jacobin overtones. An examination of the facts, however, would seem 

to indicate that Adam was designated politically suspect on the most 

superficial evidence.

His visit to France and the Low Countries was really no more than 

a miniaturised 'Grand Tour', such as that undertaken by thousands of 
young mien, but within the financial means of a young Scottish 
schoolmaster. His travelling companion for this two month expedition 

was the Reverend Joseph Townshend* and, whilst no mention of Townshend 

appears in any of Adam's traced writings and correspondence, it would 
appear likely that the two men met in Edinburgh's scholastic circles 

since, after graduating B.A. (1762) and M.A. (1765) at Clare College, 

Cambridge, Townshend came to the College of Edinburgh to study 
medicine under Professor William Cullen before taking orders. He was 

known to have strong Calvinist sympathies and, at his outset in the 

Ministry, distinguished himself as a preacher among the Calvinistic 

Methodists, occasionally officiating at Lady Huntingdon's Chapel at 

Bath: Similar in age to Adam, two years older in fact, he had an 

evident taste for travel (Ireland in 1769, France and the Low Countries 

in 1771 and Spain in 1790), he was a prolific author and the breadth

* information on Joseph Townshend has been gleaned from:-
(i) Annual Biography and Obituary, (1817)p. 604.

(ii) Alumni Cantabrigienses, Part 11, Volume Vi, page 218.
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of his mind is revealed in a range of interests which embraced fossils 
mineralogy and conchology. The mental stimulation he must have 
offered his Scottish companion may have been enhanced by his 

connections since he was the brother to an Alderman of London and 
between 1763-1816 Chaplain to the Duke of Atholl, one of the four 

"noble family interests (along with Queensberry, Hamilton and Argyll) 

around whom Scottish parliamentarians grouped in coalitions after the
7Revolution." Townshend's works display the classical and scriptural 

background which he shared with Adam and his one political work, "Free 

Thoughts on Despotic and Free Governments" (1781), show him to have 

been a moderate democrat, a constitutionalist opposed to autocracy; 
in modern parlance, a good Liberal.

Nor does an inspection of Adam's diary for the tour reveal 

anything redolent of., political radicalism. According to Adam, his 
purpose in undertaking the trip was "to observe the state of education 

there, and what grammars were taught in foreign schools."7 8 He 

apparently received the sanction of his employers for the undertaking 

since "to give me as much time as possible, the magistrates very 

politely appointed the annual examination of the school in August some

7. John Stuart Shaw. The Management of Scottish Society, 1707-64 
(1983) pp. 2+3.

8. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh (1849) p. 116
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► 9| days earlier than usual." The diary entries confirm that Adam went 

into several schools and spoke to several schoolmasters - in 

Middelburg;.' the Latin School in The Hague; the College of Leiden; 

a monk in Antwerp;the Jesuit College in Brussels; the Convent of the 
Jesuits in Ghent; the Scotch College, the Ecole Militairs and the 

Sorbonne in Paris; Westminster School in London - but all the other 
, indications are that he behaved like any normal, intelligent tourist 
on his’first visit abroad. He delighted in the great works of art 

and buildings he saw; he took the opportunity to visit theatres and 

opera houses; he took a lively interest in mechanical artefacts and 
'modern' technology. He kept a careful account of his financial 
expenditure and had time to note 'several pretty women near Utrecht' 

and a 'very smart and pretty young lady from Brussels'9 10 At no point 

does he mention attending a political meeting, nor does he comment 

upon the political institutions of the•countries through which he had 
passed.

And yet, tucked away on a back page in the notebook appear the

names and addresses of Diderot and d'Alambert, two of the leading

Encyclopedists, along with that of Le Beau, 'Secretaire Perpetuel de 
/1'Academie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres'. There is no mention 

of a meeting with any of these gentlemen. It seems unlikely that 

Adam would have omitted to mention a meeting with men of such academic

9. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh (1844)p. 116.
10. See Appendix 4.
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and educational distinction. The notebook was an important document 
for its author who, in 1801, thirty years after the tour, added a 

paper giving further details of his visit to Versailles on 8th 

September, 1771 when he had had the opportunity to observe Louis XV, 
Marie Antoinette and her husband the Dauphin, later Louis XVI. It 

is difficult to doubt its accuracy. The only meeting between Adam and 
the Encyclopedists is likely to have been a meeting of the mind since, 
like his celebrated French philosophical cousins, he believed in the 

power and importance of education. It appears far more probable that 

he was given the name of leading academicians in Paris in much the same 

way that travelling scholars have been given this sort of information 
over the centuries, as scholastic points of contact and entrees to 

certain sectors of society.

During the two decades which followed this European educational 

fact-finding mission, Adam's relationships with his employers, the Town 

Council of Edinburgh, with the College of Edinburgh and with the Writers 

to the Signet, were strained and often tense as he sought to pursue his 

own broadly-based curriculum and innovative teaching methodology with 

the pupils in his classes. The implicit accusation of 'whiggism' that 

had dogged Adam throughout his public career surfaced most persistently 

and insidiously at the time of the French Revolution when "any one who 

ventured a liberal opinion was henceforth suspect."10 in the words of

10. H. W. Thompson. A Scottish Man of Feeling. p. 275.
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his biographer, Henderson: "At that eventful period, which seemed 
big with the fate of kingdoms, when great and novel events appeared 

ready to burst into existence, and when this country seemed approaching 

to the state of an adjacent nation, where every man's hand was lifted 
against his neighbour, our author was marked with 'the odious brand of 

wild democracy'. His detractors originally brought their vile 
imputation from one instance, in which he avowed, in his public 

capacity', sentiments hostile to the men who ruled this country. In 
his class he had taken occasion openly to remark, that Pitt and Dundas 

misled the people, and that they had sacrificed thousands of lives, and 

spent millions of money, in an unrighteous cause. The characters of 
public men, and the situation of public affairs, were topics not 

exactly suited to the consideration of boys, and, indeed, for many 

good reasons, the Rector acted imprudently when he gave vent to his 
feelings in such a place. But, was there no friend to admonish him?

It would appear not. A great officer of the law, who had been

informed of Dr. Adam's address to his scholars, called on a third party, 

for the express purpose of putting interrogations respecting it. The 

gentleman thus interrogated was then a master of the High School, and 

is still alive. The meanest capacity is quite equal to the task of 

deciding, whether it was most fair and proper to call Dr. Adam himself 

to account for his own conduct, or to endeavour to gather proofs of his 

guilt from a party who had never heard the obnoxious expressions.

Even upon the supposition that the Rector was highly culpable, was 

this single error enough to evince any want of principle? And, above 
all, did his subsequent conduct tend to shew that he was a turbulent 
person, on whom it was necessary that the government should keep a
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watchful eye."“'“

If Adam's criticism of Pitt and Dundas was an isolated instance 

of political commentary in the classroom, then he was made to pay 
dearly for his injudicious remark. According to another biographer, 
Robert Chambers, "the latter part of Dr. Adam's life was considerably 
embittered by the political aspects of the times. It scarcely 
requires to be explained that the extreme danger in which the 

institutions of this country were placed by the French Revolution 

caused the ban of the government and of the major portion of society 
to fall upon all who had given token of disaffection to the existing 

state of things, or even of a theoretical prepossession in favour of 

the abstract idea of liberty. The character of Dr. Adam's mind, as 
already hinted, was that of a liberal in politics. He thus became 

so generally obnoxious that many of even those who had been his pupils 

would pass him by upon the street without notice." Adam was fully 

aware of the stench of political suspicion which clung to him during 

these troubled years. "I have seen the days when I had become so 

obnoxious, that even certain of my old pupils have passed by without 

speaking to me on the street. For years, I frequented no public 12 13

12. Henderson. An Account of the Life and Character of Alexander 
Adam, pp 86-88.

13. Robert Chambers. Lives of Illustrious Scotsmen (1834)
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place; went to no public company; and, while I secluded myself from
some of the most inviting intercourses of life, I determined to wait

till the flood of violence should subside. By time and perseverance,

I have lived till that period has arrived, and I am proud that, though
I never gave myself to any party, my acquaintances of all denominations

14are now alike cordial."

Whilst it may be true "that Dr. Adam appears to have viewed with

no hostile eye a popular insurrection, that levelled despotism to the 
15dust", he would appear to have been in excellent company for, as 

Lord Cockburn wrote in his coverage of the Trials for Sedition which 
arose out of the French Revolution and opened in 1793, "many of the 

most peaceable and enlightened men in Britain had hailed what had at
1 Afirst appeared to be the dawning of liberty in France." Espousal 

of the concept of liberty was one thing, criticism of the body politic 

was something else again. That the authorities encouraged Adam's 

colleagues and pupils to spy upon him and report back, is corroborated 

by several of his former pupils, and it was Walter Scott who identified 

how liberal leanings and professional obduracy became the twin focal 

points of resentment harboured by the vested interests of Edinburgh 

Toryism against the successful schoolmaster. 14 15 16

14. Henderson. Life of Adam, p. 127.

15. Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823. Volume 7, p. 409.
16. Lord Cockburn. An Examination of the Trials for Sedition j_n

Scotland (1853). Vol. 1 Intro, p. 79.
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"It is a pity that a man so learned, so admirably adapted for
his station, so useful, so simple, so easily contented, should have
had other subjects of mortification. But the magistrates of

Edinburgh, not knowing the treasure they possessed in Dr. Adam,
encouraged a savage fellow, called Nicol, one of the undermasters, in
insulting his person and authority. This man was an excellent

classical scholar, and an admirable convivial humourist (which latter
quality' recommended him to the friendship of Burns); but worthless,'

drunken and inhumanly cruel to the boys under his charge. He carried

his feud against the Rector within an inch of assassination, for he

waylaid and knocked him down in the dark. The favour which this
worthless rival obtained in the town-council led to other consequences,

whiph for some time clouded poor Adam's happiness and fair fame. When

the French Revolution broke out, and parties ran high in approving or
condemning it, the doctor incautiously -joined the former. This was

very natural, for as all his ideas of existing governments were derived

from his experience of the town-council of Edinburgh, it must be

admitted they scarce brooked comparison with the free states of Rome

and Greece, from which he borrowed his opinions concerning republics.

His want of caution in speaking on the political topics of the day

lost him the respect of the boys, most of whom were accustomed to hear

very different opinions on those matters in the bosom of their 
17families." The support in certain sections of Edinburgh Society

17. Walter Scott. Autobiography from Lockhart's Life, pp. 32+33
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for Nicol's physical assault upon Adam would appear to receive
confirmation in one of John Ramsay's letters: "I should have liked

much to have heard James and Thomas E(rskine) their accounts of the

high school politics which are probably rancorous enough. Dr. A. is
reputed to be a little democratic, yet he seems not to relish the

18liberty and equality of the masters."

All of Alexander Adam's celebrated former pupils testify to the 

influence he had in shaping their minds and setting an example as a 

proponent of the 'active life'. Their views upon the extent of his
political influence vary quite significantly but all agree that he 
made an early contribution to raising their level of political 

awareness. Cockburn saw Adam fulfilling a passive role in this 

process: "Adam suffered from a prejudice likely to be injurious in 

those days. He was no politician; insomuch that it may be doubted 
whether he ever knew one public measure or man from another. But a 

Latin and Greek schoolmaster naturally speaks about such things as 

liberty, and the people, and the expulsion of the Tarquins, and 

republics, and this was quite sufficient for the times; especially 

as any modern notions that he had were popular, and he was too honest, 

and too simple, to disguise them. This innocent infusion of classical 

patriotism into the mind of a man whose fancy dwelt in old Rome, made 

him be watched and traduced for several years. Boys were encouraged 18

18. Letters of John Ramsay. (Edited by Barbara L. H. Horn)

9th December 1800 (p. 27).
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to bring home stories of him, and of course reported only what they 
saw pleased. Often, and with great agitation, did the worthy man 

complain of the injustice which tolerated these youthful spies; but 

his chief sorrow was for the corruption to which the minds of his 
pupils were exposed.

Certain aspects of Lord Cockburn's assessment ring true. It 
seems doubtful that Alexander Adam was a political proselytist; his 

huge teaching commitment and his literary efforts would have left him 

little time to give to the role of educational fifth columnist. He 
was, rather, a man steeped in the lore and literature of antiquity, 
a Classical republican by training and disposition, a man of liberal 

views. It may be that Cockburn somewhat overstates Adam's political 

innocence and ingenuousness. Adam did, after all, know a considerable 

number of "public" men; Appendix 1 lists some one hundred and fifty 
such men that had been trained by Adam at the High School. Nor was 

he so naive regarding "public measures" that he was incapable of 

activating the former pupil caucus in Parliament when he wanted to get 

the Schoolmasters' Bill onto the Statute book in 1807. In addition, 

the Preface to the first edition of Roman Antiquities (1791) 

displays both an awareness of contemporary events across the Channel 

and his own pedagogic role in drawing parallels between these events 

and previous patterns of human behaviour: "The author had endeavoured 

to give a just view of the constitution of the Roman government, and 

to point out the principal causes of the changes which it underwent.

19. Lord Cockburn Memorials. pp. 56.
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This part, it is hoped, will be found calculated to impress on the 
minds of youth just sentiments of government in general; by showing, 

on the one hand, the pernicious effects of aristocratic domination; 

and, on the other, the still more hurtful consequences of democratical 
licentiousness, and oligarchic tyranny."20 21

In his book upon Lord Brougham, Robert Stewart suggests that the
future Lord Chancellor was exposed to a much less innocent and much

more structured political awakening at Adam's hands: "When Brougham

entered his form in 1789, revolution had just broken out in France and
Brougham was delighted to hear Adam, a Whig admirer of the revolution,
intersperse his comments on the classical texts with congratulatory

remarks upon political events across the waters. (He later recorded

his surprise that Adam was able, considering the Tory grip on the Scotch
21professions, to get away with his remarks)" Brougham recalled these 

lessons in his autobiography published in 1871: "I had had, however, 

the great benefit, before my illness, of attending Dr. Adam's class, 

and hearing daily his comments upon the classics which we used, 

interspersed with his general remarks upon political subjects and 

allusions to the great events then engrossing the attention of the 

world, for the French Revolution had broken out three months before his 

course began. He was a zealous friend of liberty, and in those times 

and in that place was termed a democrat. Yet with all the violence

20. Alexander Adam. Preface to Roman Antiquities (1791).

21. Robert Stewart. Henry Brougham, His Public Career 1778-1868 
(1985) pp. 5+6.
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of party and the influence of the predominant powers - the Dundasses -
no exception was taken to his dwelling on those topics in illustration

of, and in connection with, the books he taught. Of course, three or

four years later when party violence was at its height, but when the
crimes of the French mob had alienated many admirers of the Revolution,

he carefully abstained from such subjects, although he still continued
of that class which clung to the Revolution more or less, in spite of 

22its crimes."

What emerges clearly from Brougham's account is the fact that

political commentary and allusion was a regular feature of Adam's
teaching style and, accordingly, Henderson's assertion that Adam was

persecuted because of one injudicious criticism of Pitt and Dundas

has to be viewed with some suspicion. Francis Horner confessed "a
most agreeable debt of gratitude to him, for the love he gave me in

early life for the pursuits which are still my best source of

happiness, as well as for the most valuable impressions in all subjects
23of political opinion." It would certainly appear from the memoirs 

of the two most distinguished Westminster M.P.s that politics was 

certainly an element in the 'hidden' curriculum on offer in Dr. Adam's 

classroom and, indeed, an important element of the broadly-based 

curriculum that he attempted to inculcate.

22. Lord Brougham. Life and Times of Henry, Lord Brougham 
(1871) pp. 12-14.

23. W. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, p. 170.
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According to two of his biographers, Henderson and Chambers, the
sense of isolation and of public disapprobation for his political

stance that he experienced during these years had a salutary effect

upon Adam and determined him to discontinue his animadversions on
current affairs. The charge of being "a suspected character" made

him "determined to associate with none of the contending parties, and

to lock up his political opinions within the secure, though narrow
24space Of his own bosom." Henderson makes the same point concerning 

the conduct of Dr. Adam at this difficult time: "Under the awful 

circumstances which have been detailed, he knew that it required the 

utmost prudence to regulate his proceedings. He was sensible that 
his private sentiments, as a patriot, were under no disguise; that 

they were known to many of the official persons in Scotland; that his 

public conduct, and even his expressions, were narrowly observed by 
those tools of the party, who would have gladly 'hung the millstone of 

prejudice about his neck to sink him'; and knowing all this, and 

considering the delicacy of his situation as a teacher of youth, he 

resolved to move with caution. Conscience told him, that in 

transactions of such deep importance to the community, in which the 

efforts of many able men had failed, and daily were failing, it would 

be criminal for him to interfere. Expediency pointed out, from this 

same argument, how fool-hardy it would be for an individual to put his 

all in jeopardy, and to close forever his prospects of usefulness in 

life, by rushing into a tempest, where skill and bravery could be of 

no avail. He well knew that no argument would convince political

24. Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823. Volume 7. p. 409.
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bigots, or knaves of any description. His determination, therefore,
was wise, and, by acting in conformity, he neither endangered his

personal safety, nor betrayed his principles as an honest and 
25independent man."

That Adam acted more circumspectly after his experiences appears 

well-founded; that he became totally gagged and discontinued his 
political comments, discussions and associations seems rather more 

open to question. He had a sound track record of holding to an 

independent line against fierce local pressure as the 'Latin Grammar' 

saga had demonstrated. He exhibited a natural sympathy for the 
under-dog and the integrity to express forcibly what he felt. Adam 

Black, Lord Provost of Edinburgh, M.P. for the city and a pupil of 

Adam for two years (1796, 1797), furnishes evidence that, even after 

the experiences he had undergone: "He-(Adam) was not like some of the 

other masters, who showed a partiality for the sons of the great. The 

old man, from his own hard struggles with poverty in early life, was 

rather favourable to the sons of those in the humble ranks, and, from 

his constant reading of Greek and Roman authors, and admiration of 

the patriotic heroes of classic days, he had imbibed a considerable 

spirit of Republicanism. It is said that when publicly examining his 

class he asked a boy the Latin for a King, and was answered 'Rex'.

He asked again, 'Give me another word for King', and was answered

25. Henderson. An Account of the Life and Character of Alexander

Adam. pp. 92-94.
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'Tyrannies'. 'Right, Sir,' said the Rector, with peculiar emphasis.

Robert Chambers asserts that, following his experiences in the
early 1790's: "Dr Adam in a great measure withdrew himself from all
pretensions to a political character. He even had the fortitude to

abstain in a great measure from reading newspapers; a species of
publication in which, as he remarked with a pathos that must appeal to
every free heart, he felt scarcely any interest after the period of

27the French Revolution." The evidence would seem to suggest, however,

that Adam maintained both a literary and social contact with several

of his political 'old boys', notably those of a Whiggish disposition.
Dugald Stewart was a life-long friend and, among the more literary and

scholastic correspondence listed in Appendix 2, there appear dinner

invitations to Dr Adam from Brougham ("to partake of a Cumberland 
28Goose") and Francis Horner. Adam wrote regularly to his second 

wife, Jane Cosser, when he was 'taking the waters' at Harrogate or 

spending part of the 'Season' in London and in a letter to her dated 

23rd May, 1793 and, after describing visits to the Antiquarian Society 

and the Royal Society, he regales her with an account of a visit to 

the House of Lords "where I met with Lord Lauderdale (James Maitland, 

a pupil under Adam at the High School in 1788), who carried me to 

(Warren)Hastings' trial, and procured for me an order of admission to 
the House of Commons, where I heard a very entertaining debate on the

26. Adam Black. Memoirs (1885) pp. 5+6.
27. Chambers. Lives of Illustrious Scotsmen (1834).

28. Appendix 2. Letter 120.



204

India bill, in which there was some diversion at the expense of Mr 
29Dundas." In the light of all this, Lord Cockburn's assessment

begins to appear a little simplistic.

It is not within the competence of this researcher to attempt a 
retrospective mind read of Dr Adam in order to establish whether or not 

he sought to encourage his pupils to pursue political careers. Much 
of his own MS Memoranda has not yet been traced and, in addition, many 

of his letters dating from the French Revolutionary period were burnt 

by his son, Walter, in 1840 and 1852. One can deal only with the facts. 

He did comment upon political events from the standpoint of a liberal; 
he did sustain contact with several political figures and, during the 

course of his 45 year association with the High School of Edinburgh, 

this seminary proved to be a fecund breeding ground for politicians. 

Commencing with William Adam in 1764 (later Lord Chief Commissioner of 
the Jury Court in Scotland) and ending with Sir David Keyt-Sandford in 

1808 (M.P. for Paisley), thirty seven former pupils entered Parliament 

during Adam's tenure of office as Rector.

There had, of course, been several precedents for High School men 

entering Parliament prior to Adam's arrival as Rector and, indeed, from 

the time of the Union of the two Parliaments in 1707, For example, 

Robert Adam (1739-42)* *, architect to George 111, had represented

29. Appendix 2. Letter 52.

* Dates in brackets refer to the year/s during which these men 
attended the High School of Edinburgh.
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Kinross-shire; Charles Dundas (1758)* was the M.P. for Orkney and 
Shetland; Patrick Home (1742)* of Wedderburn the member for 
Berwickshire; Sir John Sinclair (1761-63)* of Ulbster the M.P. for 

Caithness; and William Strahan (c. 1725), the London-based printer 
and publisher used by Adam, was the M.P. for Wotton Basset in 

Wiltshire. Two further products of the High School had achieved even 

greater political fame. Alexander Wedderburn, 1st Earl of Rosslyn 
(1741-45)*, became a member of the Privy Council in 1780 and was created 
a Peer under the title of Lord Loughborough before, in 1793, succeeding 

Lord Thurlow as Lord Chancellor. In common with many High School men 

he was a very capable lawyer and, indeed, the successful counsel of 
Lord Clive. A supporter of Pitt, he was politically very far removed 

from the second High School Lord Chancellor, Thomas Erskine (1757)* who 

supported Fox in his opposition to the war with France and who became 

Chancellor in Grenville's Ministry, after the death of Pitt. Nor 
should these successes cause any great surprise since the High School 

of Edinburgh was one of Scotland's premier schools throughout the 

eighteenth century and it embraced a very divergent social mix which 

included the son of burgesses, of the landed gentry, and of the 

nobility.

Nevertheless, two aspects of this proliferation of politicians 

appear remarkable. Firstly, the scale of the increase. The school 

produced seven national politicians between 1707 and 1763 and thirty 

seven during the Adam years (1764-1809). It is a staggering increase

* Dates in brackets refer to the year/s during which these men
attended the High School of Edinburgh.



206

and it is barely conceivable that any other British school could offer
a similar record outside of the great English Public Schools. The

second remarkable feature was the clearly-defined drift to Whiggism

that can be traced during a period when the Whigs were very much the
minority party; the French Revolution had seen to that: "The real
Whigs were extremely few. Self-interest had converted some, and
terror more; and the residue, which stood out, consisted of only the

stronger-minded men of the party. The adherence of these men to
rational opinions was attended with very considerable personal risk in

Scotland, where the result of a political prosecution did not admit of
30the very slightest doubt." Cockburn goes on to describe the

discrimination practised against Whig members of his own profession at

the Scottish Bar: "The public favour was strongly with the Tories;

who had also the much more valuable advantage of the very undisguised

favour of the Bench - But still the Whigs, having started, could not

be prevented going on with the race. But all hope of official

preferment, and even of any professional countenance that power could
31show them, was sternly and ostentatiously closed against them."

30. Lord Cockburb. Memorials p. 65.

31. Ibid. p. 94.
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It would be wrong to suggest that High School Whiggism began with 
Adam's advent to the seminary. Henry Erskine was after all, one of 
the principal leaders of the Whig party in Scotland. But from the 

time of Dr. Adam's arrival, a regular stream of young men of liberal 
views issued forth from the school. The first wave of High School 
Whigs included Dugald Stewart (1764), Professor of Moral Philosophy at 

the College of Edinburgh and a life-long friend of Adam who, along with 
Andrew Dalzel, another intimate friend who assisted Adam in the 
preparation of the notorious Latin Grammar, continued the Whig 

education of many a talented young High School scholar, "for Dalzel had 

to speak of Grecian liberty, and Stewart to explain the uses of liberty 
in general; and anxiously were they both watched." Stewart was 

closely followed by Whig politicians William Adam (1759-64), son of 

Robert and Lord Chief Commissioner of the Jury Court in Scotland, Sir 

James Gibson-Craig (1770-73), Lord James Maitland, the 8th Earl of 
Lauderdale and Keeper of the Great Seal (1769/70) and, arguably,William 

Dundas (1771/72), Lord Clerk Register of Scotland and Edinburgh's M.P. 

Maitland, an energetic and able Whig at the outset of his career, a 

close friend of Henry Erskine, a follower of Burke and Fox, and a 

manager of the impeachment of Warren Hastings to whose trial his old 

schoolmaster was invited in 1793, became the Scottish Minister when 

the Whigs came briefly to power in 1806. However, although he had 

helped to found the Friends of the People, he later became an equally 

enthusiastic Tory and, in this radical switch of political allegiance, 

anticipated the 'career moves' made on a much more regular basis by

32. Lord Cockburn. Memorials p. 67.
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politicians in our own times.

It would be misleading to imply that all High School politicians 

were to be found in the ranks of H.M. Opposition and, among many Tory
members supplied by the school, Robert Dundas of Arniston (1763-66),
(Lord President of the Court of Session for twenty-seven years), Robert 

Saunders Dundas (1773-83), Second Viscount Melville, (Irish Secretary, 
1809 and First Lord of the Admiralty under Liverpool, 1812-27, and 

again under Wellington, 1828-30, and the Right Hon. Charles Hope (1777), 

(Lord President of the Court of Session, 1811-41), Lord Justice General, 

1836), all featured with distinction in the annals of their times. 
Nevertheless, the early wave of High School Whigs was followed by a 

second much larger and more talented crop of gifted young Whigs.

Largely products of the High School of the final two decades of the

eighteenth century, and many of them students of Dr. Adam during the

troubled period of the French Revolution, this brilliant group included 
the Honourable William Maule (1780-84)*, Lord Panmure, a prominent Whig 

politician; Francis Jeffrey (1786/87)*, a Judge of the Court of Session 

and for twenty years editor of the Edinburgh Review, the Whigs' most 

important and effective communications vehicle; Sir James Moncrieff 

(1788)*, Lord Moncrieff of Tulliebole, a Judge of the Court of Session; 

George Joseph Bell (1789)*, Professor of Scots Law at the University of 

Edinburgh; James Abercromby, Lord Dunfermline (1790/91)*, Speaker of 

the House of Commons, 1831-34; Henry Peter Brougham, Lord Brougham

* Dates indicate the year or years spent in Adam's class.
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(1790/91)* *, a prolific contributor to the Edinburgh Review and Lord
Chancellor of England in Earl Grey's ministry; Sir John Murray, Lord

Murray (1790/91), a Judge of the Court of Session; Francis Horner

(1791/92)*, who enjoyed a brief but brilliant career at the Bar and in
Parliament, and his brother Leonard (1798/99)*, a life-long friend of

Brougham and the founder of the Edinburgh School of Arts (now the
Heriot-Watt University); Lord Cockburn (1792/93)*, author and Judge
of the Court of Session; Sir Thomas Dick Lauder (1797)*, an active

and prominent member of the Whig Party until 1839, described by

Cockburn as "the greatest favourite with the mob that the Whigs have"

and whose versatility was such that he could have made "his way in the
world as a player, or a geologist, or a civil engineer, or a surveyor,

33and-easily and eminently as an artist or a layer-out of ground";

Andrew Rutherford (1804/05)*, Lord Rutherford, a Judge of the Court of 

Session and Sir William Gibson Craig (1807)*, Lord Clerk Register of 

Scotland and a Member of the Privy Council, 1863. The only other 

outstanding High School student of this period to cling obstinately to 

his Tory roots was Sir Walter Scott.

Cockburn makes the point at some length, and with a considerable 

degree of residual bitterness, that when the Whigs did enter their 

period of power in 1806, the potential of this second wave of High 

School Whigs was ignored by the older generation which included Henry

33. Lord Cockburn. Memorials. p. 270, footnote.
* Dates indicate the year or years spent in Adam's class.
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Erskine and the Earl of Lauderdale. Cockburn was in no doubt as to 
the motive: "The younger Whigs, several of whom were far before these 
official persons (Erskine, Lauderdale and John Clerk, Solicitor 

General), both in general knowledge and in public affairs, were not 
taken into council at all. Even the spirit and wisdom of their 
articles in the Edinburgh Review never made Jeffrey, Horner or Brougham 
be consulted or considered. The truth is, the senior Whigs had 

considerable jealousy of the higher class of their juniors; especially 
after the younger men saw the imperfections of their leaders, and 

could not be relied upon as followers, except in so far as they were
34satisfied that the measures they were required to support were right."

In the event, the younger Whigs were destined to eclipse the modest

achievements of their elders. The Edinburgh Review, founded in 1802

by Jeffrey, Brougham and Horner and Sydney Smith and the first wholly

critical and easily the most important journal to have been published
in Scotland since the ill-fated first Edinburgh Review had folded after

only two issues in January 1757, set new standards in criticism and was

an immediate success: "Both the substance and the manner of its

articles produced a startling effect. The seriousness of its tone,

the freedom of its opinions, the very length of its articles, and,

most originally, the awesome authority and destructive cleverness with

which it dared to expose cant, dullness and inaccuracy effected a
35revolution in periodical publishing." In addition, Lord Brougham

34. Lord Cockburn. Memorials, p. 129.

35. Robert Stewart. Henry Brougham. His Public Career 1778-1868 

(1985), p. 22.
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was the Chancellor when the Reform Act took its place on the statute 
books in 1832; he emerged from the lengthy campaign with the 

reputation of a radical parliamentary reformer. Even the political 

complexion of the Scottish Bar, so overwhelmingly Tory when Cockburn 
described it in 1800, was altered drastically as a result of the 

precocious talents of these younger High School Whigs. Writing in 
1849, Dr. Steven computed that ninety eight of the four hundred and 

thirty members of the Faculty of Advocates, one hundred and eighty of 

the six hundred and twenty Writers to the Signet and ten of the 

thirteen Judges of the Court of Session were High School men. Of the 

Judges, Lords Cockburn, Jeffrey, Moncrieff, Murray and Rutherford were 
prominent Whigs as was their friend George Joseph Bell, Professor of 
Scots Law at the University of Edinburgh.

The whole political atmosphere had-altered, too, and if Whiggism

was still scarcely respectable and most certainly a minority political

view, the change can be traced in Cockburn's various accounts of the

festivities attending the birthday of Charles James Fox. Writing of

1800, he observes that "Fox's birthday was generally celebrated by a

dinner every year. But only a very few of the best Whigs could be got

to attend, or were wished for. It was not safe to have many;

especially as great prudence was necessary in speaking and toasting.
Yet even the select, though rarely exceeding a dozen or two, were

seldom allowed to assemble without sheriff's office being sent down to
30take down the names of those who entered." Following the success

36. Lord Cockburn. Memorials. p . 69.
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of a public dinner in honour of Thomas, Lord Erskine, attended by
three hundred Whigs on 21st February, 1820, the Whigs held a "public

political dinner in Edinburgh" to celebrate Fox's brithday on 12th

January, 1821 and some five hundred attended the last such event:
"They were never meant to be perpetual; but were only resorted to

for political union and excitement during the stage that we had now

passed through. Public meetings of all kinds soon became so common
that, as substantive events, they were not worth recording. These
Fox dinners did incalculable good. They animated and instructed,

and consolidated the Whig party with less trouble and more effect than
37anything else that could have been devised." A similar gathering

to honour Lord Brougham's first return from London on 5th April 1825,

attracted some eight hundred and fifty people, "more....than had ever

attended a public political dinner in Scotland....seven hundred and
38fifty persons there openly professing Whiggism."

Clearly, no schoolmaster is responsible for the subsequent 

achievements of his former pupils and, equally clearly, men as 

gifted as those delineated above would have pursued successful careers 

no matter who had guided their early footsteps. Nevertheless, the 

active roles in public life pursued with such distinction by so many 

High School men during the period of the Scottish Enlightenment and 
the equally discernible drift to Whiggism favoured by so great a 

proportion of them can not have been simply a question of chance.

37. Lord Cockburn. Memorials p. 244.

38. Ibid. p. 244.
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Whilst many schools enjoy vintage periods, it is rare for any one 
school, particularly within the maintained sector, to enjoy so halcyon 

a monopoly of talent as that achieved by the High School of Edinburgh 

under Dr. Adam. And he was the only common denominator in the lives 
of all the celebrated men whose names are listed in Appendix 1.

Although many of his pupils passed on to the College of Edinburgh 
and there came under the influence of Dugald Stewart who held the Chair 
of Moral Philosophy - in so many ways, more of the same, since Stewart 

was a pupil of Adam's, a fellow Whig, a charismatic teacher and,
39according to Cockburn, "one of the greatest of didactic orators" - 

others elected to pursue their studies at other institutions; Francis 

Jeffrey matriculated in the University of Glasgow but did not cut 

himself off from his roots and, along with several fellow High School 
Whigs from the Alexander Adam/Dugald Stewart line, Horner, Brougham, 

John Murray and James Moncreiff, he helped to restore Edinburgh 

University's Speculative Society to its former position as the leading 

literary society of the town. According to Brougham's most recent 

biographer, Robert Stewart, "the society's debates became a contest 

between the old Tory guard and the Whiggish Young Turks who, led into 

battle by Brougham, turned the Speculative into a mock parliament."4^

39. Lord Cockburn. Memorials p. 22.

40. Robert Stewart. Henry Brougham. P- 9.
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The question which raises itself is not whether but how
Alexander Adam attached himself to these young lions through life?

Clearly, like Dugald Stewart, he was a charismatic teacher and, clearly,

and also in common with Dugald Stewart, he was kind to his students and
concerned for their welfare. This was demonstrated by his enthusiasm

and encouragement of his pupils and the comparative absence of corporal

punishment in his classroom. But it went much further than mere
pedagogic concern. Adam regularly housed boarders in his own home,
sometimes at the expense of domestic harmony, and whilst this involved

a certain fiscal emolument, his motivation appears to have been more

broadly-based. Writing to her husband on 10th January, 1789, Mrs
Adam bemoans the presence of so many High School pupils under the

| marital roof, finds it "humiliating" and lacking in "respectability"

to be thought of as little more than a boarding house keeper (Jane

Cosser came from the Aberdeenshire landed gentry) and asks her husband
41| if he "could reduce the number of boys at the end of the season."

In his reply, Adam begins by making the sort of pre-emptive

protestations calculated to assuage his harassed spouse. "For nothing

that depends on me which is consistent with any duty shall ever prevent,

what I value more than anything on earth, the continuance of your

favour. If you will have it, every boy in the house shall be
42dismissed to please you." Having disarmed his wife, Adam goes on 

to explain why he takes boarders in his house and expatiates on his 

views of 'society':

41. Adam Letters. Appendix 2. Letter 37.

42. Ibid. Letter 38.
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"I am sorry to see your notions of respectability and mine differ. 
Mine are founded on worth of character and public utility; yours seem 
to rest too much on this mode or that mode of living. I believe that 

I mentioned to you before that if I were to be offered a sinecure 
office greatly superior to my present income and which would place me 

in all the gentility of modish life, in my present way of thinking, I 

would not accept of it. I do not know what I might do to please you.
I consider myself as entrusted by providence with an important charge; 

not merely to teach the youth under my care the principles of knowledge, 

but to impress their minds with the love of virtue and religion and 

with every noble sentiment. And if I can promote this great end still 
more effectively by having a few boys in the house, I see nothing 

discreditable in it - I am sensible the life of a Domine and keeping 

a boarding house do not sound respectably in the ears of people of a 

certain description. I have no claim to gentility. I neither wish 

to conceal my obscurity nor to assume importance that does not belong 

to me. If I can spend the few years of life that may remain usefully 

and quietly, possessing the esteem of the good and the worthy, I ask 

no more. I desire not splendour nor shew, but to discharge my duty 

faithfully to the public, and to do my utmost to render those I love 

happy. I have very little connection for the gay circle in this 

place (Edinburgh), nor do I wish it. I seldom attend places of 

public diversion."43 The boarders remained and these two letters are 

the only ones that are left in a series of communications on this 

particular topic. A note in the handwriting of Walter Adam,

43. Adam Letters. Appendix 2. Letter 38.
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Alexander's heir, records, of Mrs Adam's letter, "the only letter of 
the series that had not been destroyed by Mother (June 1840)"; and 

of his father's reply, "still consider proper to be retained (London, 

28 August 1852)."

Whilst it is difficult not to feel a sneaking measure of sympathy
for Mrs Adam in her delicate domestic situation, Dr. Adam's letter

offers -insights into his own 'modus vivendi', his perceptions of the
role and duties of the citizen, his republican sympathies and his

somewhat dismissive view of 'gentility'. In all of these, his views

would appear to have been shaped by his own classical training since
the duties of the citizen and the importance of education featured

prominently in the writings of many of the Greek and Roman writers.

According to J. B. Bury, referring to the reforms of Pericles c. 457
B.C.: "The Council of Five Hundred, as well as the archons, were

appointed by lot from all the eligible citizens. By this means every

citizen had an equal chance of holding political office, and taking
44part in the conduct of the public affairs."

In Book 11 of Thucydides, the author recalls the panegyric by 

Pericles over the Athenian dead of the first year of the Peloponnesian 

War: "An Athenian citizen does not neglect the state because he takes 
care of his own household; and even those of us who engaged in

44. J. B. Bury. History of Greece p. 349.
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business have a very fair idea of politics. We alone regard a man 
who takes no interest in public affairs, not as harmless, but as a

useless character; and if few of us are originators, we are all sound
, ^ ,. „45judges of policy."

Perhaps the Athenian influence upon Alexander Adam is best 

captured in quotations from Aristotle (Politics 1, 2, 9) and from
** -  *  ^  , /  /  - v \  * \

Diogenes. From the former, CK^ TicS h g ?\ITiK o '/

(anthropos physei politikon zoon), the idea that man is naturally
■ _ / v  ’inclined to be a political animal, i.e. to live in a ti Q or city 

state, with all the implications that has for participation in the 
life of the community; from the latter " 7"£.,5c£i S

7pp <j«C. " (Archa politeias hapases neon tropha) the notion that

the education of the young is the proper basis of every state. For 

the Athenians, the word 'political' held a much wider meaning than it 

does today, or did indeed during the period of the Scottish 

Enlightenment, and involved fulfilling all the functions of a citizen, 

a task arguably somewhat easier to achieve in the restricted population 

of the Athenian democracy, and where the Greek word for the 'gentility', 

or private citizens, was (idiotes), a term which remains as

unflattering in the late twentieth Century as it was when it was coined.

From the Roman writers, Adam clearly drew inspiration from the 

concept of the 'vita activa'. Throughout the Roman Republic the 

sons of the nobility were expected to enter public life, first by 

serving in the army and then by advancing through the various stages

45. Thucydides. Book 2 (Speech of Pericles over the Athenian 
war dead, Winter of 431-430 B.C.)
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of public office ("cursus honorum"). The participation of the whole 
community, other than by voting in elections, was not possible, because, 

very early in her development, Rome and her domains became too large 

compared with the many separate Greek city states and the comparatively 

small areas they controlled. By the late republic, many men of 

ability, who did not belong to the nobility, were entering public 
service and rising to high positions in government. A man who was the 
first of his family to attain high office was called a "novus homo", 
Cicero being a notable example of this. The rise of able and ambitious 

young men of humble origin is an inevitable development in all 

civilisations. In Rome it was aided by the influence of Stoicism from 
the second century B.C. onwards, because, more than any other Greek 

doctrine, the Stoic rule commended a life of action and encouraged 

participation in public affairs. An even older influence than imported 

Greek philosophies was the traditional Roman education, which sought 
to inculcate a sense of family, country, religion and duty. To this 

multiplicity of classical precedents, Adam brought from his own 

background and upbringing, a firm belief in the Protestant work ethic.

It is perhaps scarcely to be wondered at that such a man would 

propagate the importance of civic virtues and civic responsibilities 

to his pupils.

Adam viewed his office as schoolmaster as of crucial importance

in fulfilling his function as a citizen ("I consider myself as
46entrusted by providence with an important charge", and in fulfilling

46. Adam Letters. Appendix 2. Letter Number 38.
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this function and exemplifying the 'vita activa', he was not only 
following the classical precedents delineated earlier but continuing 

the great pedagogic tradition of the 'umanista' and, in particular, 

the outstanding Renaissance teachers Guarino da Verona and Vittorino 
da Feltre. These men, like Adam, the schoolmasters of many influential 
men and the schoolmasters of other teachers, stood out against the 

clerical ideal of medieval education, and propounded the value of the 

'vita activa'.

It seems apparent that Adam was influenced by other writers than

the Classical and Renaissance authorities and in addition to an obvious
sympathy for the utilitarian philosophy of a man like Molesworth and a

respect for the tradition of civic responsibilities, in his educational

practice, there appear to be clear echoes of ideas of John Locke (James
47Watson had urged him to "read Locke over and over" and Voltaire.

"Locke urged that education be somehow made relevant to the future

career of the pupil; let him learn history, geography, and anatomy
48if the Latin classics will not have any importance to him later." 

Voltaire theoretically seconded this view of broadening the curriculum 

and attempting to make it more relevant to the needs of the pupils, 

indeed, he wished to see a national system of education freed from 

" 'the barbarism of past centuries. Except for a little Latin, which 

he has to study all over again if he wants to use that language, the 

young man on entering the world must forget almost all he has been

47. Adam Letters. Appendix 2. Letter Number 5.

48. Peter Gay. The Enlightenment; An Interpretation (1970). Vol.2 p.5CT7.
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| taught by his so-called instructors.'" Instead, Voltaire urged 
that French and Latin be taught simultaneously, ('pace' the 'Grammar' 
controversy!), and that the student grow proficient in both through 

constant comparison of the two literatures." The Scotsman practised 

what the Englishman and Frenchman had preached and his students were 

grateful.

In assessing the ties of attachment which bound Adam to his 

young men, it is also instructive to consider the amount of contact 

time the boys experienced with their teacher. It is important to 

remember that, whilst he did take time each week to assess the 
progress of the other classes, Dr. Adam spent most of his time in 

teaching his own class and, accordingly, given the amount of exposure 

to the teacher, relationships would develop in a much closer way than 

would be possible in later centuries with the marked increase in the 

level of subject specialisation. Alexander Law indicates that 
information about hours of attendance in Edinburgh's three High 

Schools during the Eighteenth Century is pretty scarce and such 

evidence as remains in the Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh 

for the period suggests that the school hours changed regularly during 

the course of the century. In 1754, "it was then agreed that 9-12 

and 3-5 should be the normal hours, but that in the winter months from 

November to February the hours would be 9-11 and 12-2 on Saturdays as

49

49. Peter Gay. The Enlightenment; An Interpretation (1970).
Vol. 2 p. 510.
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well as week days.' These hours were reviewed in 1781 by Sir
William Forbes in the name of the High School Committee and the Rector

and masters. "They did not object to the winter hours, but thought

the arrangements for the summer were not 'as well arranged as they may
be for the instruction of the boys.' The summer times were 7-9,

10-12, and 3-5. The committee thought it prejudicial to the pupils'

health to study after dinner; they mentioned the alteration that time
had produced in the hours of dining in the city, and suggested that all

school should be over by 3 o'clock in the summer. The Town Council

agreed and the hours were fixed as 7-9, 10-12, and 1-3. This is an

interesting confirmation of Miss Plant's statement in 'Domestic Life
in the Eighteenth Century' page 111. 'So in Edinburgh, whereas in

the’'sixties the "correct" dinner-hour was two o'clock, twenty years
51later it was four or five."'

Taking the 1781 figures, High School boys would have been

incarcerated with their teachers for six hours a day, six days a

week as a minimum. In addition, Adam took boarders and gave extra

lessons: "Besides the fixed school hours, I devote a separate hour

for teaching Geography and the elements of Greek; for which those who
52attend pay a separate fee." Holidays and recreation time were more

50

50. Alexander Law. Education in Edinburgh in the 18th Century, p. 87.

51. Ibid.
52. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, p. 148.
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meagrely rationed than today. "In winter we have no play days
whatever in the afternoon, except Saturday; and in summer only on

Wednesday and Saturday, and even that, in general, only to such boys

as have been attentive through the week....We have no vacation except
at the sacramental occasions, and in autumn, when our vacation lasts
six weeks; at which time the magistrates, some years ago, added a

week to the former space of five weeks, contrary to my opinion. The
53boys are surely much 'the worse for long vacations." It is not to be 

expected that these latter sentiments would have been received with 

unequivocal support by all Dr. Adam's young men but, given the pupil/ 

teacher contact hours that obtained during the period, the kind 
feelings entertained by the pupils for their teacher is quite 

remarkable. In a way, Dr. Adam was filling a role which, today, is 

occupied more nearly by a primary teacher and, in occupying the minds 

and attention of his pupils for so extensive a proportion of their time 
- and these were intelligent and impressionable youths - he was acting 

very much 'in loco parentis' and developing a much more personal and 

individual set of relationships than can obtain even in the child- 

centred approach to learning in the late twentieth century.

Alexander Adam must have appeared a fascinating figure to the 

young men who thronged his classroom. A man of considerable learning 

and international scholarship, an 'establishment' figure to whom the 

unsavoury taint of sedition nevertheless clung and, perhaps most

53. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, p
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significantly for boys, an enthusiast and an eccentric. Several 
sources testify to Adam's capacity for hard work, another capacity 
emulated by so many of his educational progeny, and Cockburn's anecdote 

concerning Adam's failure to turn up for a summer holiday because he 
had become so immersed in his work, quoted in Chapter 4, appears to 
capture the quintessence of the man's appeal to his students. 
Unfortunately, no trace of an epistolary exchange between husband and 
wife remains (this coincides with the period of the letters that were 
subsequently burned by Jane Cosser or Walter Adam) since Dr. Adam's 

explanation of his non-appearance must have been one of the great 
domestic cases for the defence.

Perhaps, after all, it was initially these simple human

characteristics that made so indelible an impression upon his boys, his

kindness, his candour and openness and his encouragement of all their
efforts; Walter Scott testified that he would not "soon forget the

swelling of my little pride when the Rector pronounced, that though

many of my school-fellows understood the Latin better, Gualterus Scott
54was behind few in following and enjoying the author's meaning." In 

addition, he had the capacity, evidently, to explain himself in language 

that the boys would understand, even if this meant resorting to the 

Scottish dialect which was by no means universally popular in the 

Edinburgh of his day. In his "Reminiscences of Scottish Life and 

Character", Dean Ramsay writes: "I think the power of Scottish dialect

54. Lockhart. Life of Scott. Autobiography, p. 31,
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was happily exemplified by the late Dr. Adam, rector of the High
School of Edinburgh, in his translation of the Horatian expression

'desipere in loco', which he turned by the Scotch phrase 'Weel-timed 
55daffin'." The confusions caused by the coexistence of the old

Scots culture with the imported 'patois' from the South are well

captured in the words of another of Adam's former pupils, Sir John
Sinclair of Ulbster who "though anxious to groom away the uncouthness
of the-national speech, regretted losing the 'full force, and genuine

56meaning' of the old 'emphatic and significant' dialect." Another 

famous High School product, George Borrow (1813/14), endorsed the 

confusions caused by two 'languages'. In referring to the Scottish 
system of education in the autobiographical first part of "Lavengro", 
he wrote: "There is one thing, however, connected with them, (Scottish 

Schools), which is a great drawback - the horrid jargon which they 
speak. However learned they may be in Greek and Latin, their English 

is execrable."^7

The early favourable impressions created by Adam upon his 

numerous charges were endorsed by his life-long interest in them and 

his enthusiasm at their successes. "With a great number of the 

natives of Scotland, and, indeed, of other parts of Britain, who have

55. Dean Ramsay. Reminiscences (1857), p. 167.

56. David Craig. Scottish Literature and the Scottish People (1961),
p. 162.

57. George Borrow. Lavengro (1851), p. 50.
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risen to eminence in all professions within the last forty years, our
author was in some measure acquainted. Not a few of these had been
his scholars in early life; and, as the fame of their former

preceptor came to be more generally diffused by the circulation of his

writings, they no doubt felt desirous to renew an acquaintance which
had once been so useful to them, and which latterly became a mark of

distinction. Even within the last ten years, several individuals,
who were formerly the pupils of Dr. Adam, have risen to the most
enviable eminence, both in the senate and at the bar. Concerning

these gentlemen, the good old man used to speak with all the enthusiasm

of honest exultation. He had watched their progress in their earlier

days; and, those powers having been-unfolded, which he was led to
anticipate from the first buds of early capacity, though not in all

their subsequent extent; he had reason to congratulate himself upon

his penetration in distinguishing the characters, and in appreciating
the talents of his pupils. Old men never tire of quoting such

instances of their acumen; but this propensity is amiable only when

it cites examples which are worthy of imitation. In Dr. Adam, it was

blended in such a manner as to give scope for the most agreeable

associations. The views of improvement among the rising generation

which he hence fostered in his own speculations, and which, in the

unrestrained communications of private friendship, he expressed in the
58most captivating style, were truly benevolent."

What remains overwhelmingly clear from the memoirs of his pupils 

is the acknowledged influence he exerted on their lives, and often,

58. Henderson. Life of Adam, pp. 1 1 1 +1 1 2 .
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through his example, in shaping their political opinions and
motivating them to a career of public service. Henderson quotes

the example of another former pupil, anonymous unfortunately although,

it may well have been the Honourable Mountstuart Elphinstone, Governor
of Bombay: "Dr. A. Adam was one whom I ever respected, as my old

master, and a man of sound, honest, upright principles, the like of
whom we shall not soon meet again. While I live, the spirit of such
a man shall never die in my breast; I cannot cease to lament, that

funeral pomp and honours were bestowed on a dead body, whose soul had

been almost persecuted and despised, during a long and useful life to

his country. But such are the ways of the world, in which it is
often prudent both to hold one's tongue, and to bridle one's pen,

when running too fast in the praise of the worthy dead; because it

cannot well do this, without shedding a dark hue upon the unworthy
living characters who once joined in the cry against your departed 

59friend." Lord Brougham, recently returned member of parliament 

for Camford (4th February, 1810) wrote to Henderson in the following 

terms in connection with Henderson's biography of their former 

teacher: "It gives me great pleasure to hear that you have undertaken

to publish a memoir of Dr. Adam, whose memory ought to receive every 

mark of respect that is due to one who has devoted every hour of his 

life, and all the powers of his mind, to the discharge of his public 
duties, and the improvement of his letters. I saw him only at a 

distance, and had no opportunity of observing more than his public 

character, by which, from the time when I was his pupil till his death,

59. Henderson. Life of Adam. pp. 76+77.
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E he attached me to him with sentiments of the greatest respect, and
indeed veneration. His unshaken independence and integrity, his

ardour in the cause of public liberty, his unwearied and severe
application of learning, the purity of his manners, and the singleness
of heart, by which all those great qualities were in his character
knit together, no one could know him, even slightly, without

acknowledging. I trust you will not fail to do him ample justice
60in all these respects." Francis Horner's very moving tribute to

his old teacher, in which he remembered "how he inspired his boys

with an attachment both to himself and to the pursuits in which he 
61instructed them" - has already been quoted in full in an earlier 

section.

Although he would occasionally disparage society, desiring "not 
62| splendour nor shew" , the surviving evidence would appear to suggest 

that Alexander Adam was neither the recluse nor the social pariah 

that he sometimes suggests in his writings. His modest beginnings,

• his early struggles and his sheer will to succeed all played

important parts in shaping his character and he was dismissive of

60. Henderson. Life of Adam. pp. 145 + 146.

61. Steven. History of The High School of Edinburgh, p. 171.

62. Adam Letters. Appendix 2. Letter 38.
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those who inherited riches and responsibility rather than earning 
them through their own innate merit and qualities as he had done. 

However, as Scotland's leading schoolmaster and distinguished 

classical scholar he inevitably came into contact with all the great 
literary figures of the Scottish Enlightenment, Whig and Tory, and, 

indeed, he taught a significant proportion of them. His 
correspondence reveals a considerable number of 'social' invitations 

as well as scholastic communications and, whilst happy to arbitrate 
in scholarly quarrels, correspond with his fellow schoolmasters or 

maintain epistolary contact with figures such as Lord Karnes, Francis 

Horner and Walter Scott, he was by no means averse to 'taking the 
waters' at Harrogate or involving himself in the London 'season'.

He clearly was a social animal and the diary of his tour to France 

and the lowlands (Appendix 4) reveals him to have been a man with an 
enquiring mind and a fine eye for detail.

In addition, whatever difficulties he experienced during the 

course of his professional career, and these were significant as we 

have seen, they do not appear to have prevented him from living in 

some comfort in a desirable and socially acceptable part of Edinburgh 

and his overt Whiggism does not appear to have precluded friendly 

contact with eminent Tories. For many years, Adam lived in George 

Square, at number 39, a very 'respectable' residence in the minds of 

Edinburgh's affluent citizens during the final two decades of the 

Eighteenth Century and, indeed, this was the area which witnessed 

the first wave of migration from the Old Town. "Brown Square was 
built and George Square was building before a stone of the New Town 

had been laid, before even the Act extending the 'royalty' over the
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| fields now covered by the New Town had been passed." The
architect and 'heritable proprietor', James Brown, made "almost

64frantic efforts to keep George Square select" and "was very 

particular about the dignity of the Square. The early inhabitants 

were 'perpetually restrained from dealing in or the occupation of 
any trade or merchandise whether foreign or inland in wholesale or 

retail of goods'. Baking and brewing 'for sale were strictly 
prohibited; likewise participation in any handicraft. The
proprietors were to enclose and lay out the garden, and to keep it

65'in good order and in an ornate manner " etc. Adam lived in this

salubrious and desirable area from the mid-1780's until his death in
1809 and there found himself surrounded by 'celebrities' and, in

Forbes Gray's words again, during the period 1773-1820 there were so

many celebrities to be found "that a considerable portion of the

history of Scotland during the last thirty years of the Eighteenth

Century might be written from a study of the careers of the dwellers
66in this locality."

63

63. W. Forbes Gray. An Edinburgh Miscellany (1925), p. 123.

64. Ibid. p. 129.

65. Ibid. p. 124.

66. Ibid. p. 128.
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In George Square, Adam would have sustained contact with
former pupils of the High School that he had taught including

Robert Dundas of Arniston who lived at number 57, Lord Craig (23),

Sir John Pringle of Stitchel (32)and Walter Scott, who lived at
number 25 from 1779 till 1797. In addition, other celebrated

former pupils, but of an earlier vintage, inhabited the Square:
Hugh Blair, professor of rhetoric and belles lettres, internationally

known preacher at St. Giles, and one of "the Moderate literati of
67Edinburgh" to borrow Richard Sher's title, lived here as did Robert

Blair, Lord President of the Court of Session at number 56, Henry

Dundas, first Viscount Melville, a leading Tory politician at
number 5 and Henry Mackenzie, the Scottish "Man of Feeling", at
number 55. Nor did this coterie of distinguished High School men

begin to exhaust the list of Adam's celebrated neighbours. Although
he would doubtless have viewed the presence of Lord Braxfield, the

"Hanging Judge", at number 13 with disfavour and of Martin Eccles, a

surgeon and precursor of Burke and Hare, with disgust, Adam's other

neighbours included Dr. John Jamieson at number 4, compiler of an

Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish Language, Jane, Duchess of

Gordon, the queen of London and Edinburgh fashion and Admiral Duncan,

the hero of Camperdown. In such hybrid company did Alexander Adam

live and perhaps his 'acceptability' in the eyes of Edinburgh's

overwhelmingly Tory society was gained from his only other recorded

visit abroad to "Ireland in 1780, when he called upon Lord Mornington,
68afterwards the Marquis of Wellesley."

67. See Church and University in the Scottish Enlightenment (1985).

68. W. Pitcairn Anderson. Silences that Speak (1931), p. 670 671.
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But it was, above all, for his boys that he existed and in whose 
successes he took greatest satisfaction. He played a crucial role 
in developing their intellects, in shaping their political thought 

and in preparing them for a life of civic duty. Of all the great 
men who passed through his seminary during this half-century of 
excellence, Lord Brougham, arguably, epitomised best what Alexander 

Adam set out to do and it might be that Brougham's achievements would 
have given Adam, had he lived, the greatest personal satisfaction, not 
only because of Brougham's involvement in the cause of parliamentary 

reform as achieved by the 1832 Reform Act, but because of his efforts 

on behalf of education for the lower classes. Brougham grasped from 
Adam the concept of the usefulness of education and its liberating 
and egalitarian qualities and he was to maintain a life-long 

involvement in the cause of popular education through his involvement 

in Joseph Lancaster's Royal Free School in London (1808); as 
vice-president of the British and Foreign School Society, from 1814 

until his death in 1868, an association whose purpose was to help 

local communities fund the founding of schools by providing the 

initial fiscal resources to cover the original capital costs; as 

chairman of the select committee 1816 to inquire into the state of 

education among the poor children of London (the committee also 

included Francis Horner), a committee that was re-appointed for two 

further parliamentary sessions and which was to lead to education 

bills in 1818 and 1819; and by his tireless efforts in adult 

education for the working man. Detailed consideration of Brougham's 

work lie outside the scope of this work but, according to Robert 
Stewart: "More than any other politician of his generation Brougham

worked to bring popular opinion to bear on national affairs and to
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| provide the public with the means of understanding them."^"'

Nor was Brougham in any doubt that what had stimulated his 

interest in raising the standards of education in England had been 

his Scotch upbringing and, in particular, the experiences he had 
gained in the liberal atmosphere of the High School of Edinburgh 

guided as it was by a man who propounded egalitarianism and the need 
for all men to fulfil all the functions of a true citizen. At a public 

dinner held on the 25th April, 1825 to mark his first return to 

Edinburgh and to celebrate his inauguration as Rector of Glasgow 

University, a post for which he was elected in preference to Sir 
Walter Scott, Brougham acknowedged his debt to Alexander Adam.

"In this town it was, as was truly observed by our worthy 

Chairman (Lord Cockburn), that I first imbibed the principles of a 

liberal Scottish education; and it is fit that I should tell you, as 

many of you may not have heard what I have frequently told to others, 

in other places, and in other meetings, that I have seen no other plan 

of education so efficient as that which is established in this city. 

With great experience and opportunity of observation, I certainly have 

never yet seen any one system so well adapted for training up good 

citizens, as well as learned and virtuous men, as the Old High School 

of Edinburgh and the Scottish Universities. Great improvements, no 

doubt, may and will be made, even in these seminaries. But what I 

have to say of the High School of Edinburgh, and say as the ground of 

the preference I give it over others, and even over another academy,

69. Robert Stewart. Henry Brougham, His Public Career, p. 120.
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lately established in this city (The Edinburgh Acadmey, 1824), on
r ~ " ' "  -

what is said to be a more improved principle - what I say is this - 
that such a school is altogether invaluable in a free state - in a 

state, having higher objects in view, by the education of its youth, 

than a mere knowledge of the Latin and Greek languages and the study 
of prosody. That in a state like this, higher objects should be 
kept in view, there can be no doubt; though I confess I have passed 

much time in these studies myself. Yet a school like the Old High 
School of Edinburgh is invaluable, and for what is it so? It is 

because men of the highest and lowest rank of society, send their 

children to be educated together. The oldest friend I have in the 
world, your worthy vice-president, (Lord Douglas Gordon Halyburton 

of Pitcur, M.P.) and myself were at the High School of Edinburgh 
together, and in the same class along with others who still possess 

our friendship, and some of them in a rank of life still higher than 

us. One of them was a nobleman, who is now in the House of Peers; 

and some of them were sons of shopkeepers in the lowest part of the 

Cowgate of Edinburgh - shops of the most inferior description - and 

one or two of them were sons of menial servants in the town. There 

they were sitting side by side, giving and taking their places from 

each other, without the slightest impression on the part of my noble 

friends of any superiority on their parts to the other boys, or any 

ideas of inferiority on the part of the other boys to them: and 

this is my reason for preferring the Old High School of Edinburgh to 

other, and what may be termed more patrician, schools, however well
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| regulated or conducted."

According to his original MS, Cockburn did nor care for 

Brougham's speech; the explicit attacks upon the Edinburgh Academy, 
a favoured project of several High School men including Cockburn, 
Horner and Jeffrey, would have been hard to take. What the public 

lives of these four very public men, and countless more beside, 
demonstrate so vividly is that in the case of Alexander Adam, 
Schoolmaster to the Scottish Enlightenment, "the good that men do 

lives after them."

70

70. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, 
pp. 212+213.
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C H A P T E R  S I X

PERORATION

"His measure of usefulness in this world was very extensive, and 
he attained almost every object of his virtuous ambitions"*

The name of Alexander Adam may not appear in all the history

books of the world as a great reformer or social politician but his

pupils feature in every walk of life and their names crowd the

pages of biographies, encyclopaedias and literary works. The
Edinburgh scene of his time was one of unparalleled splendour, the

hub-centre of the "Scottish Enlightenment." Was it not Lady Holland

who said, of 1797, when her father, Sydney Smith, moved to Edinburgh
that the town was "full of men who have acted important parts whilst

they lived, and many of whom have left names that will live after 
2them." She then lists the names of eleven men in this category 

of whom six - Brougham, Horner, Jeffrey, Murray, Scott and Stewart 

- were Dr Adam's scholars.

It is surprising, in many ways, that Alexander Adam, the youth, 

from an obscure home almost lost in the country, destined for the 

church, should have had such worldwide influence and indirect renown.

1. Henderson. Life of Adam, pp. 161+162.

2. Lady Holland. Life and Correspondence of the Rev. Sydney Smith

(Quoted by Masson in In Praise of Edinburgh (1912), p. 175).



236

And yet this modest man of outstanding scholarship and moral integrity
gained the friendship, respect and praise of many of the foremost men

of his day as "one of the first Latin scholars, and the most
indefatigable teacher of the age," who "thought for himself on the
momentous topics of government and politics" and who "never descended

3from the heights where intellect and learning placed him." In the
volume on George Square (where Adam lived) of the Book of the Old
Edinburgh Club, he is described as, "of medium height. He had blue

eyes and a ruddy complexion. Till near the end he wore a queue, and

always neatly dressed in a brown coat, black waistcoat, and silk

stockings, with knee and shoe buckles. It was Adam's custom on
leaving school to walk to Arthur's Seat, planning his work as he

climbed to the summit. In later years he would stroll in the
4Meadows or in the Grange district." This outstanding scholar and 

teacher, whose school is described by George Borrow as "the best
5school in the whole island", may truly be said to have climbed 

professionally to his summit and, equally, to have strolled through 

the meadows of scholarship.

3. A. Henderson. Life of Adam pp. 151-153. Extract from a letter 

to the Rev. Dr. Brown, Principal of Marischal College, Aberdeen.
4. Book of the Old Edinburgh Club : Volume XXVi, p. 98.

5. G. Borrow. Lavengro, p. 51.
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His qualities may be summed up, perhaps best, in the epitaph
carved on his tombstone which tells that he was an "indefatigable
rector, most worthy of merit, a main distinguished in character,
learning and activity, one imbued with a deep-rooted pleasantness
of learning which, by precept, example and wonderful felicity, he

0
passed on to his pupils." In some ways he may be described as 
the back-room boy of the Enlightenment whose endless energy and 
work was to inspire those who passed through his door. He was 
rector, teacher primus inter pares, in his school; he was an 

unsung primus inter pares in the Scottish Enlightenment.

Perhaps, we should say that Alexander Adam, more than any other 
in the Enlightenment, in Edinburgh and Scotland, educationally, 

socially and politically "cast" his "bread upon the waters" and found 

it "after many days" in the adult lives and works of his early 

charges.6 7

6. Translated from the Latin on tombstone in Buccleuch Churchyard, 

Edinburgh.

7. Ecclesiastes X:
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APPENDIX 1

The following lists of celebrated former pupils of The High 
School of Edinburgh who passed through that seminary during Dr.
Adam's period as Rector has been compiled through four main sources:-
1. The High School Library Class Registers for:

a) 1760-1779;
b) 1779-1806;
c) 1806-1820.

2. Dr. W. Steven. History of the High School of Edinburgh, (1849)

pp. 203-219. "High School Pupils".
3. James J. Trotter. The Royal High School, Edinburgh, (1911)

pp. 140-161. "Famous Old Boys".
4. The Dictionary of National Biography, Scotland.

Whilst making no claim that the following lists are definitive, 
this is, as far as I am aware, the first attempt to update the work 

done by Steven and Trotter and to categorise the former pupils.

(N.B. The years in brackets indicate the year/s that these men 

spent in Alexander Adam's class).

a) POLITICIANS (37)
James Abercromby (1790, 1791) Lord Dunfermline.
Speaker of the House of Commons, 1831-34.

W i l l i a m  A d a m * Lord Chief Commissioner of the Jury Court in 

Scotland.

Robert Berry (afterwards Ferguson of Raith).
M.P. for Haddington, and Lord Lieutenant of Fifeshire.



239

Ronald Berry (afterwards General Sir Ronald Crawford Ferguson) 
M.P. for Nottingham.
Adam Black (1796, 1797).
M.P. for Edinburgh.
Henry Peter Brougham (1790-1791). Lord Brougham.
Lord Chancellor of England in Earl Grey's Ministry, 1830-34. 
Sir George Clerk of Penicuik (1800,1801)
A Privy Councillor and Secretary to Her Majesty's Treasury. 
M.P. for Dover.
John Campbell Colquhoun (1796, 1797), of Killermont.
M.P. for Newcastle-under-Lyme.
Sir James Gibson Craig of Riccarton.
Whig Politician.
Sir William Gibson Craig of Riccarton.
M.P. for Edinburgh. Member of Privy Council, 1863.
Henry Home-Drummond of Blair Drummond (1796, 1797).
M.P. for Perthshire.
Captain Thomas Henry Drummond.
Under-Secretary for Ireland, 1835.
Sir David Dundas.
M.P. for Sutherlandshire. Solicitor-General of England. 
Robert Saunders Dundas (1782, 1783). 2nd Viscount Melville. 
Irish Secretary, 1809. 1st Lord of the Admiralty, 1812-27; 
1828-30.
William Dundas (1771, 1772).
Lord Clerk Register of Scotland. M.P. for Edinburgh City 
1812-31.
Sir Howard Elphinstone of Sowerby.
M.P. for Hastings.
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William Forbes of Callendar (1802, 1803).
M.P. for Stirlingshire.
Lord Douglas-Gordon Halyburton (1790).
M.P. for Forfarshire.
Rt. Hon. Charles Hope (1776, 1777).
Lord Justice General, 1836.
Rt. Hon. John Hope (1807-1808).
Lord Justice-Clerk of Scotland.
Francis Horner (1791, 1792).
M.P. for St. Mawes.
Sir Thomas Dick Lauder of Fountainhall (1797).
Active and prominent Whig until 1839.
William—Forbes Mackenzie of Portmore (1802, 1803).
M.P. for Peeblesshire.
Lord James Maitland (1769, 1770), afterwards 8th Earl of 
Lauderdale.
Keeper of the Great Seal.
Thomas Maitland (1804) of Dundrennan.
M.P. for the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright; Solicitor-General 
for Scotland.
Sir John Marjoribanks (1777).
M.P. for Berwickshire.
Stewart Marjoribanks (1788, 1789).
M.P. for Hythe.
Sir George Murray (1785).
M.P. for Perthshire. Secretary of State for Colonies in 
the Wellington administration.
Richard-Alexander Oswald of Auchincruive (1784, 1785).
M.P. for Ayrshire.
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Hon. William Maule Panmure, Lord Panmure.
A prominent Whig.
Sir William Rae (1783, 1784).
Lord Advocate for Scotland, 1819-30: 1834-5. In Peel
Ministry of 1841.
Andrew Rutherford )1804, 1805). Lord Rutherford of Lauriston. 
M.P. for Leith. Lord Advocate for Scotland.
Sir Daniel Keyt-Sandford.
M.P. for Paisley.
John Stuart (1805, 1806).
M.P. for Newark.
Sir George Grant Suttie of Balgone and Prestongrange.
M.P. for Haddington.
William Taylor (1793, 1794).
M.P. for Barnstaple.
Sir George Warrender of Lochend.
M.P. for Honiton.

b) LORD PROVOSTS OF EDINBURGH (9)
William Allan of Glen (1802, 1803).
Lord Provost, 1829-31.
Sir William Arbuthnot (1778, 1779).
Lord Provost, 1815-17; 1821-23.
Adam Black (1796, 1797).
Lord Provost, 1843-48.
Sir James Forrest of Comiston (1793, 1794). 
Lord Provost, 1837-43.
Sir William Johnston of Kirkhill (1807).
Lord Provost, 1848-51
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John Learmonth of Dean (1801, 1802).
Lord Provost, 1831-33.
John Manderston
Lord Provost, 1819-21
Sir John Marjoribanks (1777).
Lord Provost, 1813-15.
William Trotter of Ballindean (1782, 1783).
Lord Provost, 1825-27.

c) LEGAL DIGNITARIES (28)
Adam Anderson (1809).
Solicitor General for Scotland.
Robert Blair of Avontown (1765).
Lord President of the Court of Session.
Sir Archibald Campbell (1782, 1783), Lord Succoth.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Henry Cockbum (1792, 1793), Lord Cockburn.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
David Douglas (1782, 1783), Lord Reston.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Robert Dundas of Arniston.
Lord President of the Court of Session for 27 years. 
William Erskine (1783, 1784), Lord Kinnedder.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
John Hay Forbes (1789, 1790), Lord Medwyn.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
John Fullerton (1788), Lord Fullerton.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
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Lord President of the Court of Session, 1811-41.
Lord Justice General, 1836.
Rt. Hon. John Hope (1807, 1808).
Lord Justice-Clerk of Scotland.
Gilbert Hutcheson (1780, 1781).
Judge Advocate of Scotland.
Alexander Irvine (1778, 1789), Lord Newton.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Francis Jeffrey (1786, 1787), Lord Jeffrey.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Joshua Henry Mackenzie (1790, 1791), Lord mackenzie.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Alexander Maconochie (Private pupil in 1758), Lord Meadowbank. 
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Thomas Maitland (1804), Lord Dundrennan.
Solicitor-General for Scotland, 1840-41 and 1846-50.
Sir James Moncreiff of Tulliebole (1788), Lord Moncreiff.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Sir James Montgomery of Stanhope (1778, 1779).
Lord Advocate of Scotland.
David Monypenny (1782, 1783), Lord Pitmilly.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
James Wolfe Murray (1770, 1771), Lord Cringletie.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Sir John Archibald Murray (1790), Lord Murray.

The Rt. Hon. Charles Hope (1776, 1777), Lord Granton.

A Judge of the Court of Session.
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Lord Advocate for Scotland, 1819-30; 1834-5.
Patrick Robertson, Lord Robertson.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
William Robertson, Lord Robertson.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Rt. Hon. Andrew Rutherford (1804, 1805), Lord Rutherford.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
David Robertson Ewart Williamson (1774), Lord Balgray.
A Judge of the Court of Session.
Alexander Wood (1802, 1803), Lord Wood.
A Judge of the Court of Session.

d) PROFESSORS (20)
Sir Charles Bell (1789).
Professor of Surgery, University of Edinburgh.
George Joseph Bell (1789).
Professor of Scots Law, University of Edinburgh.
Alexander Brunton (1785, 1786).
Professor of Oriental Languages, University of Edinburgh. 
Douglas Cheape.
Professor of Civil Law, University of Edinburgh.
Sir Robert Christison.
Professor of Materia Medica, University of Edinburgh. 1832-77. 
Andrew Duncan (1785, 1786).
Professor of Materia Medica, University of Edinburgh.
Andrew Fyfe (1805, 1806).
Professor of Chemistry, King's College, Aberdeen.

Sir William Rae (1783, 1784).
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Professor of Hindostanee in the College of Fort William. 
Robert E. Grant (1808).
Professor of Comparative Anatomy and Zoology,
University College, London.
David Hume.
Professor of Ecclesiastical History, University of Edinburgh. 
Cosmo Innes.
Professor of Civil History and Constitutional Law, University 
of Edinburgh.
Thomas Thomson Jackson.
Professor of Biblical Criticism, St. Mary's College,
St. Andrews.
Alexander Munro (1786, 1787).
Professor of Anatomy, University of Edinburgh.
Sir Daniel Keyt'-Sandford.
Professor of Greek, University of Glasgow.
Dugald Stewart (1764, 1765).
Professor of Moral Philosophy, University of Edinburgh.
George Arnott Walker (1784, 1785).
Professor of Botany, University of Glasgow.
Josiah Walker (1774).
Professor of Humanity, University of Glasgow.
Rev. Dr. David Welsh.
Professor of Ecclesiastical History, University of Edinburgh. 
John Wilde (1766, 1767).
Professor of Civil Law, University of Edinburgh.

John Borthwick Gilchrist (1773, 1774).
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James Williamson (1806).
Professor of Mathematics, Queen's College, Canada.

e) MODERATORS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (5) 
Alexander Brunton (1785, 1786).
Moderator in 1823.
George Hamilton (1771, 1772).
Moderator in 1805.

Thomas Macknight (1775).
Moderator in 1820.
John Paul (1808).
Moderator in 1847.

David Welsh.
Moderator in 1842.

f) GOVERNORS, CONSULS, etc. (9)
Cadwallader Colden.
Lieutenant-Governor of New York.

The Hon. Mountstuart Elphinstone (1791).
Governor of Bombay.

Sir Hector Greig (1803, 1804).
Chief Secretary at Malta.

Rt. Hon. Sir Thomas Maitland (1769, 1770).
Governor of Malta.

Sir George Murray (1785).
Governor of Canada.
Sir Charles Napier (1798).
Governor of Sindh.
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Norman Pringle (1801).
British Consul at Stockholm.
Robert Keith Pringle (1794, 1795).
Governor of Sindh.

Lord George Ramsay, 9th Earl of Dalhousie.
Governor of Canada.

g) military AND NAVAL DIGNITARIES (15)

Admiral Sir James Whitley Deans Dundas (1798).
In command of Mediterranean Fleet, 1852.
Robert Saunders Dundas (1782, 1783).
First Lord of the Admiralty, 1812-27 and 1828-30. 
General Sir Ronald Crawford Ferguson (Berry).
Second in command of the forces in Holland, 1830.
Sir Alexis Greig (1788).
Admiral in the Russian service, for many years 
Commander-in-Chief of the Fleet in the Black Sea. 
Major-General Lord James Hay (1804).
Lord John Hay (1805, 1806).
A Lord of the Admiralty.
Admiral Sir George Hope (1778, 1779).
A Lord of the Admiralty.
John Hope (1779), 4th Lord Hopetoun.
Succeeded Sir John Moore in command in the Peninsula. 
Admiral Sir William Hope, 
a Lord of the Admiralty.
Colonel John MacDonald (1769, 1770).
Son of Flora and an author.
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Frustrated Napoleon's attempt to escape by sea after Waterloo 
and, on 15. 7. 1815, received the fallen Emperor on board his 
ship; Commander-in-Chief on the East India Station.
Admiral Sir David Milne (1775, 1776) of Milnegraden.
Lieutenant Colonel James Mutter (1782)
Joseph Mutter, Later Lieutenant-General Sir Joseph Straton of 
Kirkside (1790).
Admiral Sir Charles Napier (1798).
Commanded the Baltic Fleet during the Crimean War.

h) MEDICAL (13)
Sir Charles Bell (1789).
Attended the wounded after Waterloo, 1815; Knighted, 1831; 
Professor of Surgery at Edinburgh, 1836-42.
John Bell (1772, 1773).
First Scottish surgeon to apply successfully the science of 
anatomy to practical surgery.
John Cheyne (1788, 1789).
Physician-General to H. M. Forces in Ireland.
Sir Robert Christison.
Professor of Materia Medica, University of Edinburgh.
Cadwallader Colden.
Physician and Botanist (acted as Lieutenant-Governor of New York). 
Dr. Andrew Combe.
Honorary Physician to the King and Queen of the Belgians;
Physician to the Queen in Scotland.
George Combe (1802).
Phrenologist.

Admiral Sir Frederick Lewis Maitland (1790, 1791).
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Sir Archibald William Crichton.
Physician to the Czar of Russia and Councillor of State. 
Joshua-Henry Davidson (1798, 1799).
First Physician to the Queen for Scotland.
Dr. Andrew Duncan (1785, 1786).
Professor of Materia Medica, University of Edinburgh.
John Heriot (1774).
Comptroller of Chelsea Hospital.
David Machaglan (1797, 1798).
Physician to the Forces, and Surgeon to the Queen in Scotland; 
President of the College of Surgeons and of the College of 
Physicians, Edinburgh.
Alecander Munro (1786, 1787).
Followed his father and grandfather as Professor of Anatomy, 
University of Edinburgh.

i) GENERAL (13)
Sir William Allan.
Historical Painter. Her Majesty's Limner for Scotland; 
President of the Royal Scottish Academy, 1838.
Adam Black (1796, 1797).
Publisher; Lord Provost of Edinburgh.
Louis Cauvin (1768, 1769).
Teacher of French in Edinburgh; Founder of an Educational 
Hospital near Edinburgh.
Sir Adam Ferguson.
Friend and companion of Walter Scott. Deputy Keeper of the 
Regalia of Scotland.
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George Heriot (1774).
Postmaster-General of British North America.
Dr. Thomas Charles Hope (1777, 1778).
The discoverer of strontia.
Leonard Horner (1798, 1799).
President of the Geological Society and close friend of 
Brougham and Cockburn.
Baron David Hume (1768).
Nephew of the philosopher and a Baron of Exchequer.
Lord Jeffrey (1786, 1787).
Editor of the Edinburgh Review and an outstanding critic. 
Sir Patrick Murray (1784).
A Baron of Exchequer.
Alexander Nasmyth.
Artish (including a portrait of Burns) and designer of the 
Dean Bridge in Edinburgh.
Sir Walter Scott (1782, 1783), of Abbotsford.
Poet, historian and novelist.
Patrick Fraser Tytlet (1804).
Historian; author of the History of Scotland.
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APPENDIX_2

The Correspondence of Alexander Adam

In compiling a catalogue of Adam's correspondence, I have drawn 
upon three principal sources, viz:-

1. The Archives of The Royal High School, Edinburgh 
AD 3, 10, 11, 14, 16, 17, 18 and 19.

2. Nicol of Ballogie Papers (National Register of Archives
Scotland list 0060)

a) Adam letters, 1758-1837: i, iii, iv, v, vi, vii, viii,
ix, x, xi, xii, xiii, xv, xvi, 
xvii.

b) Adam letters, 1789-1832: i, ii, viii, xii, xiii, xiv,
xvi, xvii, xviii, xix, XX, xxi, 

xxii, xxiii, xxiv, xxv, xxviii, 

xxix, xxx, xxxi, xxxii, xxxiii, 

xxxvi.

3. National Library of Scotland, Special Manuscripts Collection:-

MS 594 MS 3998
MS 1006 MS 9657
MS 1036 MS 9812



In addition, a number of Adam's letters have been published 
in the following works

4. 1) Dr. W. Steven. History of the High School of
Edinburgh (1849)

2) A. Henderson An Account of the Life and Character
of Alexander Adam, LL.D (1810)

3) Annual Biography and Obituary for 1823. Volume 7.
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APPENDIX 2 
DATE

1. 12th October, 
1757

2. 22nd July, 
1758

3. 26th July, 
1758

4. 22nd May, 
1760

5. 26th May, 
1760

6. 19th February, 
1772

7. May/June,
1772

ADAM CORRESPONDENCE (A) DATED
PERSON AND CONTENT

From James Watson, Minister of 4 
the Canongate, offering 
hospitality to his young 
relative in Edinburgh.

From James Watson - general 4
exhortation for Adam to work 
hard.

From Andrew Adam, a cousin. 2 
Domestic.

From George Fiddes, Adam's first 4 
teacher, advising Adam on 
utilising his talents.

From James Watson - a suggested 4 
reading scheme for Adam to 
pursue

From Dr James Beattie (Aberdeen) 1 
concerning 'vowels'.

From Mr Murray, Master of the 4 
Grammar School of Musselburgh 
concerning the Latin Grammar

SOURCE

Steven. 
App. p. 47

Steven.
App. p. 58

(a) :

Steven.
pp. 111+112

Steven.
App. pp. 
59+60

AD 19.

Steven, 
p. 117 
Extract

of Adam's. only
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8. 19th July. From John Wauchope, Clerk to

1772 the Town Council of Edinburgh
concerning a meeting about a 
planned new school.

9. 29th March, 
1773

Letter from Lord Rosebery, 
seeking advice on a vacancy 
at Dalmeny

10. 4th October, 
1774

From Lord Karnes concerning 
'definition of verbs', etc.

11. 6th July, 
1775

From James Fraser, a parent, 
request to attend a funeral.

12. 6th January, 
1777

To Reverend John Hoyes of Alves 
- personal.

13. ? June,
1777

From Walter Johnson concerning 
'erection of a New School'. 
Encloses a Latin poem.

14. ? ?
1777

From James Graeme, enclosing a 
parody of a Horace ode.

1 5. 30th March,
1780

From Thomas Sanderson (Town 
Council) concerning the school

3 MS 9657

1 AD 18.

1 AD 19.

3 MS 9657

3 MS 1036

1 AD 14.

1 AD 19.

1 AD 14.

opening hours.



19th July, To Agnes Monro, Adam's first 2 a. iii
1780 wife, about domestic matters.

6th August, From William Robertson, 1 AD 16.
1780 concerning the award of LL.D 

to Adam.

26th September, From William Robertson; same 1 AD 16.
1780 topic.

17th October, From Lord Karnes, concerning a 1 AD 19.
1780 proposed treatise on the 

principles of grammar.

24th October, From Lord Karnes, concerning 1 AD 19.
1780 grammar especially 'the pronouns'.

4th November, From Lord Karnes, concerning 1 AD 19.
1780 'abstract rules'.

? ? From Mr Frazer hoping that High 1 AD 14.
1780 School Boys will be 'admonished

against carrying fire-arms'.

30th March, From Sir William Forbes (Town 1 AD 14
1781 Council)concerning the 

alteration of the teaching hours.
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24. 27th February, To Earlof Buchan quoting his Latin 4 Henderson.
1782 reply to Buchan's peroration. app. pp. xii+

xiii.

25. ? ?
1782

From ? Request to Adam to 1 AD 18.
distribute tickets to Hospital 
boys as last year.

26 23rd September, From David Monypenny (Lord 1 AD 18.
1783 Pitmilly) concerning a gift

of 2 brace of partridges to Adam.

27. 2nd October, From Adam Ferguson, refusing a 3 MS 9657 
1783 fee Adam was offering for

attending Ferguson's class at 
the College of Edinburgh.

28. 12th January, From Rev. J. Middleton, 1 AD 19.
1784 Headmaster of Stowe, complimentary

and introductory letter.

29. 24th March, 
1784

From Dr. Robert Henry requesting 3 MS 9657
an old book in the High School
Library.

30. 3rd October,
1784

To Rev. John Hoyes of Alves on 
the death of a friend.

3 MS 3998
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

20th July, From Sir William Forbes (Town
1786 Council) concerning examination

at the High School.

16th March, From James Adam, brother.
1787 Purely domestic.

20th November, From James Adam. Domestic. 
1787

6th April, From Walter Scott (Senior)
1788 relating the death of Robert

Scott, Walter's (Junior) 
brother.

14th October, To James Adam. Personal 
1788

3 MS 9657

2 a. iv.

4 Aberdeen 
University 
Library.
MS 2226/11/1

2 a. V.

3 MS 594

7th January, From Francis Jeffrey thanking 3 MS 9657
1789 Adam for his teaching efforts.

10th January, From Jane Cosser, Adam's second 2 b. i. 
1789 wife, bemoaning the number of

boys lodging with them.
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38. 13th January, To Jane Cosser. Reply to above 2 b. ii. 
1789 (only ones in a series of letters

not burnt in 1840 or 1852 by Adam's 
son, Walter).

39. 22nd January, From John Adam, brother, thanking 2 a. vi. 
1789 Adam for a gift of £500.

40. ? January,
1789

To Francis Jeffrey. Reply to 
36 above.

3 MS 9657

41. 13th January, From William Swanson, writing 1 AD 14.
1790 teacher, reporting 2 High School 

boys for not attending his class.

42. 24th May, 
1790

From James Adam. Concerning a 2 (a) vii.
lease.

43. 15th May, 
1791

From Dr. Joseph Drury, Headmaster 1 AD 18. 
of Harrow, concerning Roman 
Antiquities .

44. 22nd June, 
1791

From Dean Vincent, Headmaster of 
Westminster, concerning Roman 
Antiquities and Greek in the

4 Steven, 
pp. 135 
+ 136

High School curriculum.
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45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

8th September, To Mrs Adam (Jane Cosser). 2 b.
1791 Domestic.

11th October, From George Adam asking Adam to 1 AD 
1791 recommend Daniel Gunn for a post

in the Register Office.

24th October, 
1791

From John Govan of Cupar 1 AD
asking for advice about a pupil's 
ability and placing in a High 
School class.

8th November, From Alexander Brown requesting 1 AD 
1791 Adam's presence at a funeral.

30th November, From John Campbell, introducing 1 AD 
1791 Patrick Mclsaac of Breadalbane

to Adam.

28th January, From Lempriere, concerning 1 AD
1792 Roman Antiquities .

16th May, 
1793

To Mrs Adam. Domestic (from 2 b.
London).

23rd May, 
1793

To Mrs Adam, from London, 2 b.
detailing people he had met; 
attended the Royal Society. The 
Antiquarian Society; attended 
trial of Warren Hastings, etc.

viii.

3.

3

3

3

19.

xii.

xiii.
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53. 28th May, 
1793

To Mrs Adam, from Northallerton. 2 
Domestic.

54. 24th June, From the Earl of Buchan concerning 2
1793 the awarding of a Medallion to

the boy "displaying the most 
exemplary behaviour and industry.

55. 16th August, 
1793

From Dr. Mavor of Woodstock. 1
concerning Roman Antiquities' .

56. 16th May, From Dr. David Doig* of Stirling; 1
Scholarly discussion of a Greek 
book (»Master of the Grammar School).

57. 20th July, 
1794

From John Grieve, concerning 
delaying the High School 
examination.

58. 4th October, 
1794

To Rev. Dr. Vincent, answering 
an enquiry.

b. xiv. 

a. viii.

AD 19. 

AD 19.

MS 9657

Annual 
Biography 
and Cbituary 
for 1823. 
Vol. 7,
pp. 416.



261

59. 8th November, 
1794

To Dr. Vincent concerning Adam's 
'Geography and the derivation of 
a Greek word.

60. 18th November, From Dr. Vincent concerning his 
1794 book Nearchus and Adam's

•Geography .

61. 18th November, From George Irvine, inviting 
1794 Adam to his mother's funeral.

62. 5th December, 
1794

To Dr. Vincent, concerning Adam's 
Geography and the connection of 
Latin and English grammar.

63. 9th January, 
1795

From Dr. George Chapman urging 
Adam to take better care of his 
health. (Enclosure to Mrs. Adam).

64. ? March, From James Cririe, making
1795 application to the High School

for the vacancy caused by Mr. 
Cruickshank's death. (Elected,

4 Annual 
Biography 
and Cbituary 
for 1823. 
Vol. 7, pp. 
417+418.

1 AD 19.

3 MS 9657

4 Annual 
Biography 
and Cbituary 
for 1823. Vol.7 
pp.418+419

1 AD 17.

1 AD 14.

18. 3. '95).



14th May, 
1795

27th June, 
1795

6th February, 
1797

13th April, 
1797

18th April, 
1797

9th May, 
1797

From James Laing (Town Council) 
setting up a meeting between 
some Ministers and Magistrates 
with Adam and his staff.

To Earl of Buchan, concerning a 
prize which Buchan was 
proposing to offer.

From Dr. Vincent, concerning his 
(Vincent's) book Nearchus.

To Dr. Vincent concerning his 
book, Nearchus.

To Dr. Vincent concerning 
Adam's teaching habits.

To Dr. Vincent, concerning 
Nearchus.

3 MS 9657

4 Henderson. 
App.,pp. 
xiii+xiv.

4 Steven, 
pp.136+137.

4 Annual
Biography and 
Cbituary for 
1823. Vol. 7, 
pp. 420+421.

4 Steven, 
pp. 137-139.

4 Annual
Biography and 
Cbituary for 
1823. Vol. 7,
pp. 421-423.
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71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

6th September, To Mrs Adam from Harrogate, 
1797 detailing people and places.

19th September, To Mrs Adam from Harrogate,
1797

? December, 
1797

detailing his health.

To Mr Andrew Dun, Rector of 
Grammar School of Aberdeen, 
concerning the economy of 
schools.

1797
From Dr. Jo. Hill warning Adam 
of "a number of youths lying in 
wait for the boys coming from 
school".

25th August, To Mrs. Adam. Domestic. 
1798

17th September, To Mrs. Adam (in Ely),
1798 concerning people, politics and

places.

23rd September, To Mrs Adam (in Ely). People 
1798

24th October, From George Tait, containing the 
1798 original sketch of The Polite

Philosopher by Colonel Forrester.

2 b. xvii.

4 Steven, 
pp.146- 
152.

2 b. xvi.

1 AD 14.

2 a. ix.

2 b. xviii.

2 b. xix

1 AD 11.
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79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86 .

5th November, From Sir John Sinclair requesting 3 MS 
1798 a contribution on 'education' to

the first Statistical Account.

7th November, To Sir John Sinclair. Reply to 3 MS 
1798 above.

11th January, From David Stewart: scholastic 3 MS 
1799 disagreement and dinner

invitation.

13th February, From Alexander Adam, nephew, to 2 a .  
1799 his uncle informing him of the

death of his brother, John.

8th September, To Mrs Adam (in London) from 2 b.
1799 Harrogate. Various people he

had met.

20th September, To Mrs Adam (in London) from 2 b.
1799 Edinburgh. People and domestic

news.

27th September, To Mrs Adam, (in London), from 2 b.
1799 Edinburgh. As above.

5th October, To Mrs Adam (in London). 2 b.

9657

9657

9657

(x)

xx.

xxi.

xxii.

xxiii.
1799 Domestic.
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87. 16th December, To James Adam, his son, who had
1799 just arrived in London from a 

voyage.

88. 24th June, 
1800

89. 27th June, 
1800

90. 11th August, 
1802

To Mrs Adam. Domestic. 
Encloses a note from Agnes Adam 
to her mother.

1802 domestic news and a 'mugging'.

9 4. 17th January, From C. Hope requesting a half 
1804 day so his son can see 'Parade

2 a.

From James Adam, his nephew, 2 a.
announcing death of his father,
Adam's brother, James.

From Jaimes Adam confirming above. 2 a.

2 b.

91. 6th September, To Mrs Adam in London. People, 2 b.

92. 16th September, From Sir John Sinclair concerning 1 AD 
1802 system of education at Harrow

for a boy in the 'remove'.

9 3. 12th December, From Alexander Fraser-Tytler, a 1 AD 
1803 scholastic dispute.

3 MS

xi.

xiii

xii.

xxiv

XXV.

18.

19.

9657

of Troops'.
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95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

9th March, From Colonel Patrick Crichton
1804 requesting his son's class to be

allowed to see a 'silly pantomime' 
at Leith Links.

? May, From Lindley Murray of York,
1804 asking Adam to accept an edition

of his Grammar.

25th December, From George Paton, a writing 
1804 master, (Commercial Academy in

South Bridge), gratified that 
Dr Adam had complimented his 
pupils on their proficiency. 
(Paton sacked from High School 
on 26. 8. '95!).

14th October, To James Adam from his mother 
1805 and father. Domestic.

31st January, From Francis Horner, M.P. 
1806 promising support for the

'Schoolmasters' Fund' Bill.

2nd February, To James Adam from his mother 
1806 and father. Domestic.

3 MS 9657

1 AD 19.

1 AD 14.

2 b. xxviii.

4 Memoirs of 
Francis Homer 
M.P. (ed. L. 
Homer).

2 b. xxix
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101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

? February, From Sir William Forbes requesting 1 AD 19,
1806 Adam to suggest a Latin motto

for the Bishop of London.

1st May, 
1806

From ? (Town Council) regulating 1 AD 14. 
the school hours.

24th July, From Walter Adam to his father 
1806 from the ship "Elphinstone".

2 a. XV.

14th August, From Alexander Adam, nephew,
1806 concerning the engagement of his 

sister, Elizabeth.

2 a. xvi.

18th August, From Walter Scott (Jun.)
1806 concerning a classical title 

in Dryden's poems.

4 The Letters 
of Sir Walter 
Scott (Ed. 
Oierscn). 
pp. 387+388

29th August, To Alexander Adam, nephew. Reply 2 a. xvii. 
1806 to letter 104 above.

2nd January, To Walter Adam from his mother
1807

2 b. xxx.
and father, whilst he was at 
Westminster School. Exhortation
to work.
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108.

109.

110.

111.
112.

113.

114.

115.

19th January, To Walter Adam from his mother
1807

16th March, 
1807

and father. As above.

To Walter Adam from his mother 
and father. As above.

8th November, To Messrs. Cadell and Davies
1808 (his publishers), concerning 

corrections to the Geography.

1st February, To ? (Publishers?) concerning
1809 the Manual of Latinity, the 

Geography, etc.

3rd August, From Henry Home Drummond
1809 concerning Adam's portrait by 

Raeburn.

9th September, To a member of the High School 
1809 Club? concerning the portrait,

2 b. xxxi.

2 b. XXXll.

4th August, To Walter Adam from his parents. 2 b. xxxiii. 
1807 As above.

23rd March, From General Melville, inviting 1 AD 19.
1808 Adam to arbitrate in a scholarly

dispute.

3 MS 9812.

4 Henderson, 
pp.141+142.

1 AD 19.

1 AD 10.

inter alia.
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116. 1st October, To James Adam. Domestic. 2 b.xxxvi.
1809
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117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122 .

123.

DATE
(B) UNDATED, i.e. - no year given 

PERSON AND CONTENT

19th July, From Mrs Bell, requesting a copy 
of Roman Antiquities.

15th January,
?

From Mr. Boswell; an invitation 
to dinner.

27th September From Mr Boswell requesting a note 
? of the course books in Adam's class

since Boswell intends entering his 
son in the class.

? ? From Henry Brougham; invitation
? to dinner, 'to partake of a

Cumberland Goose'.

10th August, To the Earl of Buchan, thanking 
? his lordship for a gift of books

to the High School boys.

? ? From Lady Dundonald, invitation
to dinner.

3rd March, 
?

From Sir William Forbes, concerning 
the High School play.

SOURCE 

MS 9657

AD 16.

AD 3.

AD 16.

MS 9657

AD 16. 

MS 9657
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124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

17th October,
?

From William Greenfield, father of 
Lord Prestonfield; invitation to 
dinner.

1 AD 16.

? ?

?

From Francis Horner; invitation 1 AD 16. 
to dinner.

? ? From T. Kerr, presenting Adam with 1 AD 3.
? a copy of Kerr's Cicero and

thanking Adam for the few months 
tuition he received from him.

o o

?
From John Macintosh excusing his 1 AD 7.
failure to keep a dinner
engagement.

12th November, From Mr. and Mrs. Morehead of 1 AD 3.
? George Street, inviting Adam to

dine and requesting Adam to allow 
Erskine to accompany him.

? •>

?

From Dugald Stewart containing his 3 MS 9657 
reactions to one of Adam's books.

30th August, 
?

From Edward Valpy of Reading 
requesting Adam's opinion of a

1 AD 19.

Latin exercise book of Valpy's
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In addition, sixteen 'excuse notes' are lodged in the Archives 
of The Royal High School covering Adam's period of Rectorship. 1 AD 15. 
1. Mrs Brougham James absent for a fortnight "as he has been

confined by a hurt on his knee."

2. Alex. Cunningham Charles absent for a day because 'obliged to

(8th March, 1787) attend some general practising in the dancing 
school and did not get home till near 
3 o'clock."

3. Lady Dalhousie Apologising that "any of her sons should have 

behaved so improperly, she has it most at 

heart to conquer their ill humour." Proposes 
that Adam should take tea with her that 
afternoon; she "has brought Andrew to town."

4. Mr Davidson pp. Captain Napier of Merchistonhall who "on

(22nd July, 1790) account of the ensuing preachings in Edinburgh 
....does not propose to bring his son to town 

till the Tuesday after the Sacrament, that he 

may not be any time idle."

5. Mr Dick of Cameron. Son absent through illness.

6. Major Donaldson Gordon "was so fatigued from being late out of

(11th April) bed Friday night at the Publick (Dance), that 

he could not attend school on Saturday."

7. James Forrest Asking for his son to be excused Adam's

of Lauriston geography classes for the year on the grounds 

of his youth and weakliness.

8. Mr Gordon Asking that Dr Adam "will excuse Sandy for 
being late as he was misled by the clocks."

9. Mr Jeffrey Son absent for a day due to "a slight

(6th May) indisposition.
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10. Mr Kirkwood Peter "is at a loss sometimes in the school 

on account of his dulness of hearing."

11. Mr Leslie Moodie Excuse George Mackenzie's absence yesterday 

"as he had to attend Mr Aldridge's General 

practice."

12. Mr Paton Requesting leave of absence for Alex. Cadell, 

John Taylor and Hugh Veitch "to allow them 
to cram in Arithmetic since their parents 

are anxious."

13. Mrs Ramsay "John Hope was kept at home yesterday on

(27th May, 1807) account of the bad day" (at Granton).

14. Lady Suttie "George was absent on Wednesday last by

(23rd March) reason of a sore throat."

15. Lady Suttie Excuse "George being late this morning."

16. Mr Fraser Tytler Excuse "Willy's absence on Saturday as he 
was not well."
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ADAM 'S CORRESPONDENTS

1. Alexander Adam, Nephew. Numbers 82, 104, i o e i .

2. Andrew Adam, Cousin. Number 3.

3. George Adam. Number 46.

4. James Adam, Brother. Numbers 32, 33, 35, 42.

5. James Adam, Nephew. Numbers 88, 89.

6. James Adam, Son. Numbers 87, 98, 100, 116 ■

7. John Adam, Brother. Number 39.

8. Walter Adam, Son. Numbers 103 , 107’ ,  108, 109, 110.

9. James Beattie (Dr.) Number 6.

10. Mr Bell. Number 117.

11. James Boswell. Numbers 118 , 119>.

12. Alexander Brown. Number 48.

13. Lord Brougham. Number 120.

14. Earl of Buchan. Numbers 24, 54, 66, 121.

15. Cadell & Davis (Publishers) Number 112.

16. John Campbell Number 49.

17. Dr George Chapman Number 63.

18. Jane Cosser (Adam's second Numbers 37, 38, 45, 51, 52, 53,
wife) 71, 72, 75, 76, 77, 83,

84, 85, 86, 90, 91.

19. Colonel Patrick Crichton Number 95.

20. James Cririe Number 64.

21. Dr David Doig Number 56.

22. Henry Home Drummond Number 114.

23. Dr. Joseph Drury Number 43.

24. Andrew Dun Number 73.

25. Lady Dundonald Number 122.

26. Adam Ferguson Number 27.
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27. George Fiddes Number 4.
28. Sir William Forbes Numbers 23, 31,
29. James Fraser Number 11.
30. Mr Fraser Number 22.
31. John Govan Number 47.
32. James Graeme Number 14.
33. William Greenfield Number 124.
34. John Grieve Number 57.
35. Dr Robert Henry Number 29.
36. Dr Jo. Hill Number 74.
37. C. Hope Number 94
38. Francis Horner Numbers 99, 125
39. Rev. John Hoyes NUmbers 12, 30.
40. George Irvine Number 61.
41. Francis Jeffrey Numbers 36, 40.
42. Walter Johnston Number 13.
43. Lord Karnes Numbers 10, 19,
44. T. Kerr. Number 126.
45. James Laing Number 65.
46. Lempriere Number 50.
47. John Macintosh NUmber 127.

48. Dr Mavor NUmber 55.
49. General Melville Number 111.
50. Rev. J. Middleton Number 28.

51. Agnes Monro (1st wife) Number 16.
52. David Monypenny (Lord

Pitmilly) Number 26.
53. Mr and Mrs Morehead Number 128.
54. Lindley Murray Number 96.
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55. Mr Murray Number 7.

56. George Paton Number 97.

57. William Robertson Numbers 17, CO 1—t
58. Lord Roseberry Number 9.

59. Thomas Sanderson Number 15.

60. Walter Scott (Author ) Number 105.

61. Walter Scott, Senior Number 34.

62. Sir John Sinclair Numbers 79, 80, 89.

63. David Stewart Number 81.

64. Dugald Stewart Number 129.

65. William Swanson Number 41.

66. George Tait Number 78.

67. Alexander Fraser-Tytler Number 93.

68. Edward Valpy Number 130.

69. Rev. Dr. Dean Vincent Numbers 44, 58, 59, 60, 62,
68, 69, 70.

70. Rev. James Watson Numbers 1, 2, 5.

71. John Wauchope Number 8.

72. Unidentified Numbers 25, 102, 113, 115.
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APPENDIX 3

The Newtonian Society

The Newtonian Society was an association of young men with a 
common interest in Natural Philosophy. Indeed, Law 14 prescribed 
that "none can be admitted as members who have not gone through a 
regular course of natural philosophy". Adam was a member of 

this Association almost from its inception until its assumed 

cessation, i.e. - 21st June 1760, until 18th February, 1764 (the 

date of the last recorded Meeting). Clearly, he was a whole-hearted 
member of The Newtonian Society; he was appointed Secretary on 14th 
February, 1761 and he gave at least six papers to the Society during 

its short existence. The original Laws Book and Minute Book of the 
Newtonian Society are kept in the University Library of Edinburgh 
(Drummond Room, Special Manuscripts Collection) and have not 
previously been published.
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MANUSCRIPT 1 - LAWS BOOK

"Laws of The Newtonian Society. Edinburgh 1762.

We the underwritten, considering the advantages and pleasure 
that may accrue to us from a more close application to the study of 

natural philosophy, have resolved to form ourselves unto a society 
under the name of the Newtonian Society, upon the following
establishment -

Samuel Charters. May, 1760.
David Wilkie. May eodem.
Robert Hamilton. 

Arch. ? Nasmith. 

Henry Hunter.

eodem.

Alexander Adams. 

William Smellie.
June.

Richard Plumbe. November.
Thomas Miller. January, 1761.
George Douglas, Senior. March.
John Petrie. April.
John Martin.

George Douglas, Junior.
December, 1761. ) These two names scored 

)
December, 1761. ) through on original.

Thomas Robertson. December, 1761.
William ? December.
Alexander Hewat. December.
Hugh McCandle? December, 1761.
William Sutherland. January, 1762.
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January, 1762.
February, 1762.
February, 1762.
March, 1762.

January, 1763.

January, 1763.
February, 1763.

December, 1763.

December, 1763.
January, 1764.

Laws of the Newtonian Society (1)

1. That there be a weekly meeting of the Society, for hearing 

discourses and discussing questions, on Saturday at 12 o'clock, 
or any other time the Society shall think proper.

2. That the Society be regulated by a weekly president who shall 

superintend the business of the day, put the laws in execution, 

take care that the members speak to the point, and interrupt 

them if they do not. He shall see that decency and order be 

observed in the Society, and have an unlimited power of fining 
in all cases.

(1) The first laws of the Society, dated April 30th, 1760, are 

contained in the Minute Book (Manuscript 2) as are also to be found 
various attempts to update and re-draft the first laws.

John Grant. 
Alexander Grant. 

George Mark.
Thomas Russel. 
Alexander Grant. 
Alexander Wilson. 

Hugh Sutherland. 
William Welsh. 

Alexander Copland. 

Thomas Steele. 

George Bruce.
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3. That a Secretary shall be elected to write the Minutes of the 
Society, keep their accompts, collect votes, and continue in 
office during the pleasure of the Society.

4. That at every meeting, one of the members, in order of the 
catalogue, deliver a discourse on some subject on natural 

philosophy, that he intimate the subject of his discourse the 
meeting immediately preceeding the delivery of it.

5. That every member transcribe a copy of his discourse into a 

book to be kept by the Secretary for the use of the Society,
he shall be liable in case of neglect, in the fine of one shilling 
for every week till he performs it.

6. That 2 rolls of Questions be made up, the one physical the other 
miscellaneous, from which the President shall have an unlimited 
power of appointing any one he pleases, but if he chuses to 

propose a querie of his own, it shall be voted whether it be 
admitted or not.

7. That the member who appoints the query for dispute shall open 

it at the next meeting when it comes to be considered.

8. That every meeting of the Newtonian Society be constituted with 
a prayer, and concluded with a blessing.

9. That every member who absents himself, shall be liable in the 
fine of threepence, if too late of a penny 'toties quoties', 

the President and he who opens the question double these sums,
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the speaker if absent two shillings.

10. That there be an extraordinary meeting on the first Wednesday 
of every month for the discussion of private Business to be 
under the same regulations 'mutandis' with the ordinary meetings 
of the Society.

11. That there be an anniversary meeting on Sir Isaac Newton's 

birthday (being 5th January N S) when an oration is to be 

delivered in memory of that great philosopher. Whoever 

absents himself is liable in the penalty of a shilling.

12. That another anniversary meeting be held at the rising of the 

Society where a valedictory oration is to be delivered. All 
the members must attend under the same penalty as in the 
preceeding law.

13. That the Society shall begin their weekly meetings immediately 

after the sitting down of the session in November and continue 

till the beginning of June.

14. That none can be admitted as members who have not gone through 
a regular course of natural philosophy.

15. That every Candidate shall be admitted as a visitor and present 

a petition to the president attested by 2 members.

16. That the petition be before the Society till next meeting, every
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member having it in his power to offer what objections he 
pleases, it shall then be voted by Ballot whether he be admitted 

or not.

17. That every member at his admission shall pay for his ticket
the sum of two shillings and the Society make other contributions 
as occasion requires, which money shall be kept by the Secretary 
as a publick fund and applied for defraying the expenses of 
the Society.

18. That if any member absents himself for 3 successive meetings
without making any excuse, he shall be extruded the Society.

19. That if any member residing in the country choses to continue 
in the Society he shall transmit his discourse regularly to 
the Secretary or any of his acquaintances in which if he fail 

he shall be extruded by the preceeding law.

20. That 7 members make a quorum and may proceed to Business.

21. That the member of ordinary members be restricted to 30.

22. That Honorary members be admitted into the Society upon the
following Regulations.
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Laws relating to Honorary Members

1. That the Gentleman proposed by any member as worthy of an 
honorary ticket be named to the Society at the meeting previous 
to his election and such person shall then be balloted in the 
common form.

2. That after an Honorary Fellow is elected, a committee or 
deputation of 2 or more members shall be named by the President 
to present him with a ticket and a letter from the President 
intimating his election as a Fellow of the Newtonian Society.

3. That an Honorary Member enjoy all the priviledges and be exempted 
from all the penalties of the Society.

4. That no ordinary member can apply for an honorary ticket till 
he has given regular attendance for the space of 2 years; or 
considered worthy of an honorary ticket by the Society."

Enclosed in this Notebook is a "Roll of Miscellaneous Questions" 
alluded to under Law 6. From the Minute Book (see Manuscript 2) it 
is apparent that a normal meeting of the Newtonian Society would 
commence with a 'discourse' by one of the members upon some aspect 
of Natural Philosophy; the member had to be designated, and the 
'discourse' intimated to other members, one week in advance.
Following the 'discourse' there would be a debate upon one of the 
topics delineated in the "Roll of Miscellaneous Questions" set out 
below. Law 7 indicates that whoever nominated the topic from the



284

Miscellaneous Roll was expected to initiate the debate. These
questions appear on separate sheets enclosed in the Laws Book.

"Roll of Miscellaneous questions to be debated in the Newtonian
Society"

1. Whether is lying always sinful?
2. Is man a free or Necessary Agent?
3. Whether is a landed or commercial interest most 

favourable to publick liberty?
4. Whether Translations be useful in learning the languages?
5 . What is the foundation of Moral Virtue?
6. Whether a Democratical or Monarchial form of government 

be preferable?
7. Whence arises the Difference in men's geniuses?
8. Can the Immortality of the Soul be ascertained by the light 

of nature?
9. Is the Theatre useful to Society?
10. Is the Chorus an Improvement or disadvantage to Tragedy?
11. What gave rise to Idolatry?
12. What is the Origin of Arts and Sciences?
13. Whether does a married or unmarried state of life contribute 

most to the practice of Virtue?
14. Are the Polite or Mechanical Arts most useful to Society?
15. May Liberty be defended at the expense of Virtue?
16. Whether does Anticipation or Enjoyment afford the greatest 

pleasure to the mind of man?
17. Whether is severity or moderation the best or most effectual 

method for a government to use in restraining Vice and
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promoting Virtue?
18. What is the cause of Laughter?
19. Are Mankind more happy with or without the arts and sciences?
20. Is the knowledge of men or books most useful?
21. Is Toleration in Religion consistent with good Policy?
22. What were the causes why natural philosophy made so little 

progress in ancient times?
23. Whether is travelling a necessary part of polite Education?
24. Is the Institution of Slavery of Advantage to the free?
25. Whether does the writer of Satire or Panegyric do the 

greatest service to Virtue?
26. Whether has civil history or Moral Treatises the greatest 

tendency to improve our morals?
27. Had the Heathens the first principles of their knowledge 

from Revelation?
28. What is the Origin of moral evil?
29. What is the origin of natural evil?
30. If Mr Locke's arguments against secondary qualities were 

admitted, would not the same arguments overthrow primary 
qualities also?

31. What is your Criterion of Truth?
32. What is the nature of Instincts in Brutes?
33. Is paper Credit beneficial to Society?
34. Whether is the modest or forward man most beneficial to 

himself and others?
35. Suppose the Art of flying were practicable, whether or not 

would it be profitable to Society?
36. Whether is the Soul material or immaterial?
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37. Whether did not the ancients carry the arts and sciences 
to higher perfection than the moderns have done?

38. Whether has the invention of Gunpowder been of advantage 
to mankind or not?

39. Whether are oaths always binding upon us? or should promises 
always be kept?

40. Should Christmas day be religiously observed?
41. Whether is open rebellion in any case justifiable? or can any 

provocation justify the subjects for putting their prince to 

death?
42. Whether is the Scholar or mechanic the most useful member of 

society?
43. Whether does a man best answer the end of his being in a 

public or private capacity?
44. Whether may Children lawfully marry without their parents' 

consent?
45. Whether are several arts or trades, such as painters, Barbers, 

etc. useful to Society?
46. Whether is the Liberty of the Press of advantage to England?
47. Whether is Presbytery or Episcopacy the best form of Church 

Government? (No arguments from Scripture to be admitted).
48. Whether might not Death, presently inflicted for many Crimes, 

be better converted to some other punishment?
4 9 . Whether is the Liberty of ? Estates of Advantage to Society?
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MANUSCRIPT 2

"Minute Book of the Newtonian Society Edinburgh. April 30th: 1760"

The first four pages contain the first writing of the laws of 
the Newtonian Society (all scored through) and then the names of the 
13 original members. This list contains some names which do not 
appear in the 1762 Laws Book (Manuscript 1)

Henry Hunter.
Robert Hamilton.
Thomas Young.
Archibald Nasmith.
Alexander Adams.
William Smellie.
Richard Plumbe."

At this first Meeting: "The above laws being agreed on and 
subscribed as above, The Society appointed Messrs. Charters and Wilkie 
to discourse on Saturday next; the former having intimate his Subject 
to be the Laws of Motion, the other, plain Trigonometry. They also 
appointed Messrs. Andrew Hunter and Thomson to discourse on Saturday 
Se'enight. They then adjourned their Meeting to Saturday the 3rd 
May Inst."

It is not proposed to publish all the Minutes of the Newtonian 
Society since they tend to be skeletal and, in the main, content

" Michael Garner. 
Samuel Charters. 
Alexander Thomson. 
Robert Blair. 
Andrew Hunter. 
David Wilkie.
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themselves with listing the name of the member giving the opening 
discourse, the name of the member opening the day's debate, any 
alterations in the 'Laws' and details of members up for election 
or on the point of leaving the Society. The original format of 
two discourse prior to the debate was quickly abandoned. At the 
first formal meeting, May 3rd, 1760, it was agreed that "no 
discourses shall exceed 30 minutes and discourse purely mathematical 
shall not be admitted"; Mr Wilkie's offering on 'plain Trigonometry' 
evidently had not been to the liking of his fellow members 2 At the 
next meeting, 10th May 1760, it was agreed that "because of the 
smallness of our number, only one discourse per meeting." This was 
the format pursued until the dissolution of the society in 1764.

The Minute Book gives records of twenty meetings in 1760; 
twenty four meetings in 1761 and twenty-three meetings in 1762. On 
a separate sheet in the Minute Book there are rough minutes for seven 
further meetings in 1764. However, there is a gap in the record 
from the meeting on 27th November, 1762 up to these rough minutes 
for a series of meetings between 7th January and the 18th February, 
1764. Despite the gap, it seems logical to assume that business 
carried on as usual and one could speculate that the Newtonian Society 
met approximately one hundred times in its five year history.

It seems logical, too, to assume that Alexander Adam was an 
enthusiastic participant in the society. He was elected as a member 
at the meeting on 21st June, 1760 and he was appointed Secretary on 
14th February, 1761. He gave discourse on "Projectiles" on July 12th, 
1760; on the "Figure of the Earth", December 6th, 1760; on the



289

"Motion of the Earth both diurnal and annual", 27th December 1760; 
again, on "The motion of the Earth", 8th May, 1761; on the "Theory 
of Projectiles", 11th December, 1761; on "Gunnery", 27th November, 
1762 and on "The Sublime", 18th February, 1764. In addition to these 
seven discourses, it would appear highly probable that he expounded 
at other points between November, 1762 and February 1764 although 
the Minutes of this period have not survived.
N.B. See end of Appendix for dates of Meetings.

Following the Minutes there appears a Membership List (undated)
"Alexander Adams 1 John ? 14
Samuel Charters 2 Hugh Girvan 15
John Watson 3 George Douglas 16
Andrew Hunter 4 Patrick Carfrae 17
Robert Hamilton 5 ? Petrie 18
Archibald Nasmith 6 Jo. Martin 19
William Smellie 7 George Douglas 20
Patrick Clasone? 8 Thomas Robertson 21
Richard Plumbe 9 Alexander Hewat 22
David Wilkie 10 William Me ? 23
Thomas Miller 11 Hugh McCandle ? 24
James Grierson? 12 William Sutherland 25
Gordon Stewart 13

Following this list of members are various re-draftings of the 
Laws which, presumably, saw fruition in the Laws Book of 1762 (see 
Manuscript 1).
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"Laws relating to Visitors

1. That the President and Speaker have each a power of 
introducing one visitor to the Society, as also that one of 
the Members in the order of the Roll, be empowered to bring 
in one at each meeting.

2. That no Visitor, after being twice admitted, shall ever again 
enjoy that privilege.

3. That the Visitors shall not be present during the private 
business of the Society.

4. That the Visitors have the Priviledge of Speaking in the Society,

The first of the above repealed. In place of 1 please read:
That any one who wants to be admitted into the Society shall 
have the priviledge of being present as a visitor, for one 
meeting, beofre his election."

"Laws relating to the Library

1. That the Secretary deliver a book to any Member upon getting 
the receipt for it.

2. That no member can have more than 2 volumes at a time.

3. No member shall keep a book longer than 4 weeks under the 
penalty of threepence.
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4. The Books shall be received and delivered immediately before 
and after the weekly meeting of the Society.

5. That if any member lose a Book, he shall refund it to the 
Library."

On a separate sheet enclosed in the Minute Book is an 
application for membership of the Newtonian Society which meets the 
requirements of law 15 (see Manuscript 1).

"Petition of Alexander Copland, Student of Physic, to the President 
of the Newtonian Society. (17.12.1763).

Humbly Sheweth,
That for some years past having Devoted part of my time to the 

Study of Natural Philosophy, and still having an Inclination to 
prosecute such a Laudable Study, would willingly become a member of 
the Newtonian Society - And shall do my utmost endeavour to Render 
myself a Worthy Member.

Alexander Copland.

These are certifying that Mr Copland has for several years past 
attended the Philosophic Classes of the College of Edinburgh, and 
in our humble opinion will Render himself an agreeable and Worthy 
Member of the Newtonian Society.

Archibald Nasmith.
Robert Hamilton."
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Meetings of the Newtonian Society

1760 April, 30th (Inaugural); 3rd, 10th, 17th and 31st May;
7th, 14th 21at and 28th June;
5th, 12th, 19th and 26th July;
9th August;
22nd and 29th November;
6th, 13th, 20th and 27th December.

1761 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st January;
7th, 14th, 21st and 28th February;
7th, 21st and 28th March;
1st, 11th, 18th and 25th April;
1st, 3rd and 8th May;
21st and 28th November;
5th, 11th and 18th December.

1762 2nd, 5th, 7th, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th
J anuary;
3rd, 6th, 14th 20th and 27th February; 
6th, 10th, 20th and 27th March;
3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th April;
1st May;
13th, 20th and 27th November (Last
official Minutes)
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1764 7th, 14th, 21st )
)

and 28th January; )
)

4th, 11th and )
)

18th February. )

Minutes on the back
of Alexander
Copland's application
form for membership
of the Newtonian
Society.
17th December, 1763
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APPENDIX 4

Alexander Adam's Notebook for his Tour to France and the Low Countries 
Tuesday, 6th August - Monday, 30th September, 1771.

6th August. Left Leith Tuesday night, August 6, 1771. St. Abb's 
Head end of the Forth -Eyemouth-Berwick-Holy Island-Skares rocks?- 
Bamburgh Castle-Dunstanburgh Castle.

7th and 8th August. Wednesday and Thursday. Stopped by calm and 
contrary winds - Coquet Isle-Blyth-Hartley-Shields, North and South- 
Sunderland-Stockton-Huntlyfoot?., beginning of Yorkshire-Whitby, a 
good harbour for northward bound ships, not for southward because 
they cannot get out with a north wind-Whitby head.

9th August. Friday Evening-Robinhood('s) bay-Robinhood town, fine 
cultivated fields all round, lying on a pleasant declivity-Scarborough 
Head Castle, the town up a hill-Flamborough Head, halfway to Holland, 
50P from Leith, has a white appearance like chalk-Spurn Head Point 
south of Yorkshire, did not see land till we came to Cromer.

10th August. Saturday evening anchored under Wintertonness (Winterton 
-on-Sea) near Yarmouth-south of Haesburgh Steeple (Happisburgh?)-pass 
the roads.

11th August. Sunday morning-had a fine view of Yarmouth, a large 
town, upwards of 200 ships belonging to it - after passing the roads, 
anchored under Laystoff (Lowestoft), a large fishing town, finely 
situated; went on shore, V2 a crown for a boat; heard an Anabaptist 
preacher; 3 shillings for dinner - returned on shipboard - set sail
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for Campiere? at 8 o'clock, Campiers? HOP from Leith - arrived at 
Campiere?

12th August. About 2 o'clock afternoon - the coast dangerous, full 
of sandbanks, one Captain Innes stuck on one of them - the entry to 
the harbour strait, a good many ships in it, most of them Scotch - 
dined at one Burnet's, a good house - town neat, contains about 1,000 
inhabitants; a fine church, divided into several apartments, 1 Scotch, 
1 French, 3 Dutch ministers - went to Middleburg after dinner, 3 miles 
distant, in a carriage which cost 2 guineas 17 shillings?; fine road, 
one paved with round stones, each cost 6 pence before laid; one road 
soft, made up for the Prince of Orange; the fields around fertile, 
finely cultivated; mounts here and there, where the people retired 
with their cattle when the island was overflowed with water, which 
rose about 6 foot.

13th August. Tuesday, 13th. Lodged in Middleburg, a large town 
3 miles round, contains about 26,000 inhabitants; several churches,
1 Lutheran, 1 Popish, 1 Scotch (Mr Afleck, the minister?), 1 French,
8 Dutch - had %th of the Indian Trade; several Indiamen buildings, 
very large - had a long conversation with the Rector, a man of taste 
and learning; his salary, 1,200 florins; a Co-Rector and another 
master; few boys learn Latin; only about 20 in the whole school, 7 
in the Rector's class; the boys stay about 5 years, learn Greek soon 
after beginning the Latin; this gentleman behaved very politely; is 
engaged in teaching 6 hours in Summer, 3 at a time; begin at 8 in the 
morning, then at 2, afternoon, this confessed to be improper; the 
boys old before they leave school, most of them wearing wigs, especially
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the children of men of substance?. We set off for Dort (Dordrecht)
in the Scout at 11 o'clock, 60 miles by water - lands and trees on all 
hands - a considerable breadth of water all the way till we came near 
to Dort (Dordrecht) where the ship turned into a narrower stream, a 
part of a river called the Thill which divides into several parts - 
two separate apartments in the Scout; the Cabin taken up beforehand, 
obliged to stay with the common passengers; a good deal entertained 
with a fellow new come from India and a Taylor/sn?; the latter bore 
a great deal from the former without ever complaining.

14th August. After entering the Thill about 6 o'clock, Wednesday 
morning, were about 2 hours before we reached Dort (Dordrecht) - saw 
several ships as we passed along, one bound for Charlestown in 
Carolina with Palatines for peopling that Colony; these Palatines 
excel in vocal and instrumental music; each pays 8 guineas for his 
passage, those who are unable for this, after their arrival, are 
obliged to serve so many years as servants; 5 or 6 ships employed 
in this trade, very large - all along the side of the Thill artificial 
dams, fine fields, large cattle; reeds grown to a great height of 
which baskets are made. From Middlesburgh to Dort (Dordrecht) paid 
about 3 shillings and sixpence in all cash. Breakfasted at Dort 
(Dordrecht) - went to Rotterdam in a boat, 12 miles - arrived at 
Rotterdam about 1 o'clock - put up at Young's, Wind Street - went 
through the principal streets, that called Bornbease?, which faces 
north east, particularly beautiful * the houses very grand two arms 
(tributaries) of the Maese go up through the whole town, the one at 
one end of the Born and the other at the other; by these, ships may 
go up through the whole town; this renders it the most commodious 
place for trade in Europe; the one end of the street is called the



297

English head, the other the Scots.

15th August. Thursday, 15th, set out in the Scout for Delft at 6, 
paid 30 shillings for passage of three - the Scout drawn by a horse 
- the canal higher than the ground, though it has the appearance of 
being above it (last phrase scored through). From the bottom of 
the canal they take up slime in a net, which they dry and bake, as 
it were, into a form of peats which they use for firing. When the 
grounds are covered with water they use windmills for pressing the 
water into the canal, which never rises higher, but is always the 
same - to Delft, 2 leagues, arrived a little after 8 - viewed the 
Prince's Tomb erected in honour of William the 1st? Prince, (who) 
drowned; the place was discovered by a dog, for which reason the 
dog is represented as lying at the feet of the Prince; at his feet 
the Statute of Fame and several other statues placed around; the 
coat of arms of the Prince and Princess cut out above, very 
magnificent: the tomb is in the New Church - then went to the Old 
Church; saw there Van Tromp's tomb, his head reclined on a cannon 
at the stern; at his feet upwards, the implements of ship building; 
above, his coat of arms, given by the State as he had none of his own, 
being descended of mean parents at the Brill; below is represented, 
in pearl, the sea fight in which he was killed by the English. Saw 
then the monument of a woman called Elizabeth Teyor Marnix?, her 
mother lived at Delfshauen, burst with thunder, and the child taken 
alive from her belly; afterwards married to a colonel in Bergenopzoom. 
Saw next the monument of Peter Heinsius, a successful seaman, born at 
Delfshauen of a fisherman; took from the Spaniards 300 tun of gold; 
lying on a mattress curiously carved from his feet up; killed in
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a seafight at Dunkirk. The Delf a large fine town, small canals 
running through the whole of it; a great number of people selling 
various kinds of goods in the Delft market places - when friends meet, 
they kiss three times - 7 ministers in Delf, one French, no English.
Set off for Delft at 9 o'clock - 17 ? freight - the chief manufactures 
at Delf, cloth, hollands (gin) - ? ? to find abroad - Delft vessels 
— along the road on the side of the canal met several coaches and 
chaises; the chaises, most of them uncovered, all clumsy - to the 
Hague, 1 league and a quarter? - at bridges, a person waiting to take 
hold the rope and dropped a box to receive some dorts?, what one 
pleases a dog employed to carry one of them to the owner. Several 
country houses along the side of the canal - arrived at the Hague a 
little after ten, put up at the Marshall of Turenne's - went 
immediately to see the parade in a fine area before the palace - went 
through the Stadt Chambers, in the entry of them the trophies taken 
in war - a great many different apartments, in each a separate chair 
for the Prince; in one of them, 12 fine small pictures done by Holbein, 
valued at 200,000 G's (guineas); one of them at 20 thons (20,000 
guineas) represents the most ancient history of the Republic. After 
dinner, saw the Palace. In some of the apartments, very good 
paintings, remarkably large looking glasses, but most of the rooms 
themselves not magnificent; went through a row of different apartments 
in which visitors, according to their different rank, ? they can see 
the prince, whose apartment is at the end of these; next to it, the 
guard room. After tea, went to the house in the wood, about a mile 
distant, the house but small. In different rooms elegant paintings, 
particularly in one which is all covered over with large pictures; in 
one of them 'Vulcan' done by Rubens, remarkably fine. The wood, the
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common walk for people of fashion - a Dutch comedy - no Balls nor 
assemblies; the British Ambassador ? sometimes gives one.

16th August. Friday, 16th. At 6 o'clock went to Skaveling, a small 
fishing village lying on the sea, a league from the Hague. Through a 
fine walk of trees, saw a machine made to move along the shore, carried 
on by the wind so fast as to gain 1 league in 5 minutes, with sails 
and wheels, directed with a helm like a ship -on our return, saw a 
fine garden; on a rising ground several fine jette d'eaux; a grotto 
adorned with shellwork and jette d'eaux, on the side of it the seal 
of K. (King) William. Waited on Dr. Maclean; received great 
civilities from him; went with us to see the Cabinet of the prince - 
exceedingly elegant; curious insects, birds, petrefactions and stones; 
serpents and fishes; a fork found in the middle of a tree; a dark 
stone, transparent when put in warm water, etc. Then went to see the 
old palace; several pictures by Rubens; 'Venus and Adonis'; 'Adam 
and Eve' and the ? : 'The Huntsman'; portraits of his two wives -
'Joseph and Mary and the babe' by Titian - fine representations of 
fathers? by Aernet? - beasts, oxen, etc. by Potter?, very fine - the 
light of a candle admirably painted by Shalka? - 'Mars and Venus' by 
Van Dyke. After dinner, conversed with Rector of the Latin School; 
salary 1,800 florins, Co-Rector, 1,600; vacation for 6 weeks, 4 in 
winter; scholars attend 4 hours in winter, 5 in summer, at 2 different 
times (morning and afternoon?); in summer begin at 8(a.m.), in winter 
Y2 hour after; scholars pay 5 guineas per annum; only about 50 
(scholars) in three classes, ?80 at Leiden, about 120 in Amsterdam.
Latin not much studied; valuable premiums given to the boys;
Thucydides ?, etc. examined twice a year; 10 or 12 years old before they
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begin Latin. Left the Hague \ (past) 8 o'clock, arrived at Leiden 
about 1 0 - 3  leagues - went out of one boat into another - met with 
two ladies who spoke English, an aunt and niece, the former very 
sensible, the other pretty - met with a parson who spoke Latin, not 
well; the stipend of clergymen in the country small, only 600 or 
700 florins. Along the side of the canal several gentlemen's houses 
- the fields not near so full of cattle as before, on account of the 
plague, 80,000 died, 50,000 recovered; these sold at double prices 
because they are never infected again. The method of living in 
Holland greatly changed - a great many coaches used; at first 
prohibited because they shake the houses - the police at the Hague 
not so good as formerly, the streets not so clean - at 11 O'clock, 
persons go round the street, with things which make a beating noise; 
when occasion requires, turn the machine the contrary way, this 
collects all of them immediately. Funerals here commonly in the 
night time, with flambeaux and coaches. The houses within elegant; 
Colonel Houston, at whose house we supped in the Hague, pays £80 for 
his - several paintings and tapestry fixed on the walls - here used 
with great politeness - lodged at Leiden at The Golden Crown.

17th August. Saturday, 17th. Went to see the burgh - a fine rising 
ground - artificially formed 'Jette d'eaux', and fine shrubs at the 
front, the top surrounded with a high wall; on the ground, low 
hedges of trees in the form of a labrynth. Then went to see the 
Physic Garden; a prodigious number of curious shrubs and plants; 
an Alloa?, 200 years old - the leaves with which Adam and Eve covered 
themselves; The Papyrus; several fine ancient statues - Augustus -

— a giant's foot — Apollo, — a finethe dress of a woman - Hercules
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picture of a woman. Several of the statues patched up by putting 
new legs or arms to them, these greatly inferior to the old. 
Adjoining to this, a pretty good collection of curiosities: Stones, 
jasper, christal, goldstones; Fishes, one flesh for one half of the 
year and fish the other. Several curiosities here which are not to 
be seen in the Princes; the Prince's Collection began to be made 
only about 20 years ago, set on foot by the Princess; orders given 
to captains of ships to procure all the curiosities they could; on 
this account, it was formed at no great expense. The College of 
Leiden not in great repute, the students so few that some of the 
Professors deliver lectures at their own house; saw in the 
Professor's Consulting room, the head's pictures, of all the most 
illustrious of them, both of these dead and some alive on one side of 
the room; by themselves, the heads of Scakuger abd Salmasius?; 
Boorhave? to be seen among the Professors, with his own hair, a good 
looking face. Left Leiden at 9 o'clock; 4 leagues? to Haarlem, 
the grounds about this place the finest in Holland, much higher than 
the canal; whereas in other parts the canal is higher, being hemmed 
in on both sides with earth; the low grounds in the winter covered 
with water - on each side of the canal fine gentlemen's seats, well 
dressed gardens summer houses, etc.; on the left hand, the sea, sand 
banks for some distance from it and some on the others side of the 
canal. Arrived at Haarlem about 1, dined and went to see the church 
and hear the organ, the finest in Europe; has 68 stops, 8,000 pipes, 
the large ones 98 feet long, 16 inches diameter; begun to be made 
by Muller in the year 1735, finished in 1738, has 12 bellows; the 
organist's name Rodeker; his father, who died lately, was the first 
(organist); Handel was twice at Haarlem, the organist much amazed
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when he heard him play; the story falsely told of him here, which 
happened at Cardinal Autobopi's? in Italy, where Corelli, having 
heard Handel play, said, "this must be Handel or the devil". Handel 
had no taste for the other arts; his gluttony and excess did not 
hurt his taste for music; a coarse-looking fellow, died about 8 
years ago. These circumstances were told me by Dr Maclean who went 
with Handel to Haarlem. The organ at Haarlem splendid in its 
appearance, imitates all sorts of sounds; the human voice remarkably, 
drums, horns, birds, etc. - gave a ducat to the organist and 2 
guilders? to the 2 men who blew the bellows. Then saw the first 
printing, (press) invented by Lawrence Coster?, in the house which 
belonged to him which, by appointment of the magistrates, is always 
possessed by a bookseller - saw here the founding of types and the 
first drawing of Janes de Eyck, or Van Eyck, made in 1437, who first 
made use of ? in printing; formerly, the colours used to be mixed 
with water; in marking the year, the figure 7 marked differently.
Set off for Amsterdam at 4 o'clock, 2 leagues distant, arrived a 
little after 6, put up at the Crown, Mr Grubbs (proprietor?) - went 
to see the speal?houses; saw two of them, the last best; nothing 
indecent permitted there; drunk a bottle of wine; some trifle brought 
to eat, paid a guilder. The women extremely impudent, wanted us to 
go home with them; this unsafe, they live in back streets; some of 
them tolerably well looked.

18th August. Sunday, 18th. After breakfast, went to the Scotch 
Church, elegant and neat; an organ; Mr Grierson preached, few 
hearers. Afterwards went to the Dutch Churches; after sermon in 
one of them, the aisle, a marriage; a great many present; the young
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folks kneeled on a cushion; a ? , the man dressed in black; a
chaise drawn by a sledge waiting them, when they came out. This 
machine very frequent here, for the sake of the streets, the town 
being built on large logs of wood driven into the ground - not long 
since there were any coaches at all, they paid a very high tax.
Houses would fall, were the logs consumed; this near being the case, 
by a worm which eats through them and, likewise, stone walls; could 
not find any remedy for this; the worm went away by itself; saw 
at Leiden? a piece of wood eaten by them. Lately, a fine port, or 
gate to the city, sunk down into the earth, to the top, by the 
badness of the foundation - no fresh water, but rain kept in cisterns 
- a spring well in the garden belonging to Mr Grubb's former house 
accidently discovered, the only one he knows in Amsterdam. In the 
Stadhouse, at 12 o'clock, several pairs married of Jews and Papists, 
all of whom must be married there - walked through the town; in the 
quarter where the Jews sleep, all kind of merchandise carried on; 
a number of miserable wretches among them, are thought to amount to 
80,000; very apt to impose upon people - in several back streets, 
saw a great many loose women; very impudent; some of those we saw in 
the spealhouses, about 30 of these licensed in Amsterdam. Observed 
the Dutch method of worship in the old west? church; very large and 
crowded; the men and women sit separately, the women in the area in 
the middle on chairs; a great number of small square boxes for seats 
to the meaner sort; they say a prayer silently, when they enter the 
church; the Precentor begins to sing psalms, along with the organ, 
and then reads before the minister comes; he then sings psalms and 
prays, then preaches; On several windows of this church, fine 
paintings. After dinner, went over to North Holland to Sardam?, a 
fine sail of an hour, 3 sh(illings) each Passenger; a great number
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of ships built here - three churches in the town, saw two of them; 
in one of them, the picture of a bull who, frightened by a boy flying 
his kite in the churchyard, run on his owner, killed him at one gore 
and then the wife, who was with child, and so ripped (her) up, that 
the child fell out and lived 2 months. The churches very neat, all 
the houses likewise so; built of wood, except the gavels of brick - 
the town intersected by a great number of canals, at very small 
distance from one another; over these a great many bridges. The 
people in their houses, drinking tea and coffee; this much used by 
the Dutch, when they stop anywhere must always take something. The 
dykes in North Holland almost on a level with the sea, the grounds 
kept dry by an immense number of windmills, which drain the water; 
this the case through all Holland. Returned from Sardam about 6 - 
went to see the two Jewish meetings, the one of them called the 
Portugese Jews; their manner of worship very confused. In this part 
of the town, little regard paid to Sunday; a great number of people, 
none very pious - at night, a great deal of noise on the streets; 
all kinds of diversions used in the afternoon, no public ones however.

19th August. Monday, 19th. Went to see the Rasthouse (Prison) 
before breakfast, could not get admission. After breakfast went to 
see the Stadhouse, amazingly grand; got a book in English giving a 
description of it; saw the rooms, armoury, bell and top. Then went 
to the Rasthouse; contains about 50 fellows condemned to labour at 
different kinds of work, according to their crimes; the Burgomaster 
sometimes remits a year or so of the time. In the different 
apartments, offered different things to sale and (every)thing put to 
charity. Most of them (the prisoners) naked; when they do not



305

finish their task, punished, put in irons in a dark room; antiently? 
(in the old days?), were obliged to pump? or die - the keeper of it, 
a discreet man. Then went to the (spinster's prison?), which 
contains about as many girls, very busy at work; neat and clean, 
some of them naked, showed no surprise, behaved very decently. Then 
dined - went to the Exchange, which was beginning to assemble; here, 
all the merchants meet to transact business, betwixt % one and X two. 
Set off for Utrecht at one, about 8 leagues long. At different times 
met several men on the streets in black, which bands, employed in 
funerals, have the same dress with Ministers; are distinguished by 
a crape? in their hat, hanging over. Women, who lose their husbands, 
wear a black veil over their face, which may be seen through the veil. 
The Scout to Utrecht very crowded; the roof hired beforehand, as is 
always the case, sometimes for 8 days (in advance). Several turns 
in the canal; for this reason, the rope, by which the horse draws 
the boat, longer than in other places; at the turns, a pole or two 
fixed, with one which turns and notches in it, for holding the rope, 
that the boat may go straight, and not strike the ground. To Utrecht, 
8 leagues - the fields, along the side of the canal, the most pleasant 
in Holland on account of the number of Gentlemen's seats, which are 
exceedingly elegant; the gardens dressed out in the finest manner; 
summer houses along the canal, where they drink tea and coffee - in 
some parts, the water of the canal higher then the ground - the 
Gentlemen's seats most numerous near Utrecht - a fine village near it 
(Utrecht), where we saw several pretty women - came to Utrecht before
9.



306

20th August. Tuesday, 20th. At 6 went to Zoist? to see the 
Moravians, 2 leagues from Utrecht; conversed with their parson - 
every kind of commodity to be found there; their apartments and 
Church remarkably neat. Returned to Utrecht; saw the Church and 
steeple, 465 steps high; saw the steeple of Rotterdam from it and 
several other places - walked through the town, strongly fortified; 
a fine walk, where they play at the Chule? Set out from Utrecht at 
12 in a carriage, rode along a branch of the Rhine, where the canal 
goes - in several parts of the country, a good deal of corn, kept 
remarkably tall. Passed through a fort? called Noerden?, a 
considerable village there; then came to another village called 
Noerdengrave?, which is pretty large; several academies in it. 
Arrived at Targau? after 5, 8 leagues - viewed the paintings in the 
church, remarkably fine; that of the Holy Ghost descending on our 
Saviour, when baptized by John, the finest. Went from Targau % hour 
past 6 - the road raised and paved; narrow; on the right hand, the 
grounds mostly covered with water, all along a canal; on the left, 
a river, reeds growing on the sides of it about 20 feet long; thatch 
their houses with them or make bas(?kets) - met few people walking, 
hardly one from Ulm? to Targau - the poors houses neat - arrived at 
Rotterdam before 8.

21st August. Wednesday, 21st. Stayed in Rotterdam all this day 
- saw the Surgeon's Hall, very neat, several curiosities - slept on 
the other side of the Maas.

22nd August. Thursday, 22nd. Set off at 5 with 4 Englishmen;
Mr Hales, Surgeon, London; Mr Bruce?, Merchant, Surrey; Mr Saunders, 
ibidem; Mr Millford, Gentleman of Fortune. Passed a large river,
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three waggons and all the passengers in one boat; at the Hill?, 
left the former coaches and got others at the other side, % of a 
mile broad - dined halfway - arrived at the Queen of Hungary's 
territories about ten miles from Antwerp - our trunks not searched, 
gave something to the man for his discretion. The appearance of 
the people very different from that in Holland; pestered with a 
number of begging children all the way. Arrived at Antwerp about 
8, put up at "La Ville de Bruxelles".

23rd August. Thursday, 23rd. Saw a great many churches - were 
particularly pleased with the paintings in the Cathedral, where we 
heard Mass - in the church of St. Jaques, saw Ruben's Tomb and the 
picture of his family by himself, extremely fine. In the Church of 
the Augustines, saw a very beautiful picture of St. Augustine in a 
trance; was shown this by one of the monks with whom I conversed 
in Latin; very knowing - a good many students here, a dispute in 
Latin between two of them - talked with several monks and priests. 
Set off for Brussels, 8 leagues, at 2; arrived there about 8, the 
road exceedingly pleasant. About half way, passed through Mechlin, 
where a deal of lace is wrought - saw the church, large and pretty 
elegant; conversed with the priest who at first was complaisant but, 
understanding one to be a Protestant, broke off the conversation. 
Half way to Brussels, there is a scout?, a fine lock, which raises 
the water about 8 feet.

24th August. Saturday, 24th. Stayed at Brussels all day at the 
"Hotel de 1•Imperatrice" as there was not room for the whole company 
at the "Hotel d'Angleterre". In the forenoon saw the churches, the
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Palace and Cabinet of Curiosities, and likewise the Armoury. The 
Palace neat and elegant; a good many pictures, mostly portraits;- 
one face has three different appearances, according to the position 
in which one stands, said to represent the three Apostles, Peter,
James and John - one room very elegantly adorned with Japan work.
The Cabinet (of Curiosities) nowise comparable to that in the Hague; 
one very elegant cabinet in the form of a press, adorned with antiques, 
given by Christina of Denmark. The Armoury not very considerable; 
only remarkable for containing the armour of Charles Vth. Our 
English companions left us after dinner and went to Lille. We went 
along with Mr Townsend and some others to the Town House and some 
churches, particularly that of the Jesuits. Conversed with a great 
many of them in Latin for a long time; they were very obliging; 
ordered all their household furniture and library books to be shown, 
very rich and elegant. Met with several of the students who spoke 
Latin with great ease; about 300 of them in the convent; taught all 
the different sciences - Padre ?Herrie, professor of poetry, 
remarkable in his way; has published several poems in Latin. They 
have a theatre in the Convent, where the students sometimes act a 
comedy of Terence, etc. Some of the students went with us to see 
a fine manufacture of tapestry. We then went to the Theatre to see 
a comedy acted. The theatre pretty large and very elegant, the 
scenes exceedingly well painted; after the comedy, we had an opera; 
very good singing - the company was full and several of the ladies 
well-dressed, some of them handsome.
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25th August. Sunday 25th. In the morning, went to see the form 
of worship in the High Church; the pictures very elegant, heard 

exceedingly fine singing. At 8 o'clock set out in the Diligence for 
Ghent - dined at Alost a pretty large town - two priests in the 
company, sensible, discreet men - went to the church and saw a very 
fine picture of Rubens - arrived at Ghent % and hour after 5, 8 

leagues - a great deal of rain, as there had been for about 3 weeks 
past. Went to see the Church of the Convent of St. Pierre, 

exceedingly rich and magnificent; a prodigious quantity of silver 

plate. Then went to the Convent of the Jesuits, in which are a 

great many fine pictures; their church extremely elegant, built in 
the modern style; their Library very large and finely arranged; they 
could not have finer gardens to walk in. Supped with several 

strangers to us — met a young lady from Brussels in men's clothes 
along with her father, very smart and pretty; saw another lady in the 
same dress in the kitchen as we passed, who had come from Spain with 

her gallant, an Englishman, who had been stopped there because they 
wanted money.

26th August. Monday, 26th. Saw some of the churches where they 

meet for worship at 4 o'clock in the morning. Set off for Lille at 

5 along with a Jesuit and 2 Carmelites - a very rainy day - a great 
deal of wood along the road - went for a great way along the banks of 

the Lise? - passed through a small town called Pelegher? and an Abbey, 

Harlebeck? - dined at Courtrai, a large fortified town; the church 
pretty large and well ornamented; a fair in the town, where were a 
great many people. Set off at 1 o'clock - changed our machine at 
Menin, where we entered the dominions of France. This town fortified
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by Louis XIV, but the fortifications taken down by the present king. 
The carriage here not so good as the former; sit all round, whereas, 
in the former, each had a separate seat, two abreast - in the coach 

from Ghent 10 (occupants?); from Brussels 12; from Antwerp 8; from 
Rotterdam 4 in each, as they have several on account of the bad roads. 
The country round Lille exceedingly pleasant — arrived there about 6, 
about 50 miles - put up at the "Hotel de Bourbon", but, being ill-used 
about a post chaise, left it and went to the "Musquetiers" — here, Mr 
Townsend behaved with great spirit to the innkeeper.

27th August. Tuesday, 27th. Stayed all day at Lille; went to see 
the Citadel, one of the strongest in France; is both separated and 
connected with the city. As the day was very rainy, could not walk 
round the whole of it. After dinner, saw a great many of the 

churches, some of them very well worth the seeing on account of the 
pictures, etc. At 5, went to the Comedy; pretty well acted; 

tolerable singing in the opera after the comedy, very good dancing.

A marriage supper at the inn a little disturbed us, dancing and noise; 

the married couple stayed till one, the rest till near three when we 
rose.

28th August. Wednesday, 28th. Set off at 4. The carriage 

disagreeable on account of its being so crowded; 9 in number, should 

have been only 8. Passed through Douai, 7 leagues from Lille, a 

large fortified town - from thence to Cambrai, 5 leagues; dined here 

- went into a new machine, much larger, which takes up the passengers 
both from Brussels and Lille - the coach only holds 10, and these with 
difficulty, but there were 6 or 7 on the top of it and a prodigious 

quantity of baggage both behind and before and some likewise, above
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our heads in the coach; drawn by 8 horses, so that one of these 
carriages is like a house in motion for bulk - arrived at Peronne,
9 leagues, about 7, where we met the diligence from Paris - had our 

trunks searched for nothing, the men very discreet - supped there, 
very good entertainment - slept only about 2 hours, set off before 
midnight - had about 32 leagues to go next day.

29th August. Thursday, 29th. Breakfasted at a small village.
Dined at the bridge over the Laise?. a fine river; had then a long 

hill to go up; walked it, exceedingly hot after the rain. Went 

through a large forest; saw many of these by the way, in many of 
them both wolves and wild boars. At Senlis, all the people dressed 

sitting in the street before their doors - several of the king's 

coaches waiting and troops of guards, Gendarmes and Musquetiers, 

dressed in red. The king expected from Compiegne in his way to 

Versailles; passed us soon after, attended with his family in 3 

coaches and about 200 guards on horseback — the Prince of Provence in 

the first coach alone, the king and several ladies in the next, other 

ladies in the last; 2 coaches at some distance after with servants 
and other attendants. All the carriages on the road obliged to stop; 

met a great many of these all the way from Senlis. The night 

exceedingly fine and the prospect very delightful; arrived at Paris 
at 8. Went to get our goods examined, a prodigious quantity from 

different quarters there; this took up about an hour - went in a 

fiacre to the "Hotel de York". Rue de Mauvais Garcons; took 3 rooms 

at 5 shillings per week each.
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30th August. Friday, 30th. Was very much bit with bugs. Stayed 
in the house all the forenoon. Carried out by Mr Hay, (now City 

Treasurer - Edinburgh 1801), to the Luxemburg Palace - walked in the 
Garden; dined at a Table d'hote nearly for 19 sols - then went to 
see the pictures in the Louvre, very beautiful, exceedingly crowded. 
From that to the Coffee House of the Prince de Conti; took a glass 
of ice cream at 12 s(ols?). From thence to the Opera; this the 
most splendid entertainment in the city; the scenery very splendid; 

a band of musicians consisting of 65 or 70; the dresses very rich; 

a vast number of actors, sometimes upwards of 150 on the stage, all 
of whom joined in the chorus; 2 dancers remarkably good. The 

company very brilliant and crowded; admission, 2 livres to the Pit; 6, 
to the Ampitheatre; 10, to the first 2 rows of boxes; 6, to the 

next one; 3 to the fourth row; and small one at the back, 2 livres - 
began at a little past 5, over a little after 8. The coaches come 
under a large covered piazza, near to the door. After the opera, 

walked through the Tuilleries adjoining; of a great extent; fine 

statues, and 2 or 3 pieces of water in different parts of it of a vast 

extent. At the end of it a large area, a Fair, which is kept annually 

for a month; all sorts of goods to be sold, the shops extend near a 

mile round. An entertainment of rope-dancing, etc. in a house 

adjoining; begins every night, first at 6, then at ten; admission to 
the Pit only 6 sols?, to best place, 24 sols. There were a great 

number of people, and many of them very genteely dressed walking round
the fair.
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31st August. Saturday, 31st. Breakfasted with Messrs. Hay,
Hamilton and Bell ('now Dr James Hamilton of the Infirmary; now 

Mr Benjamin Bell, Surgeon: 1801'). After that, went to the Scotch 

College to wait on Principal Gordon, who was very civil and polite; 
showed us Cardinal Beaton's picture of Queen Mary, a very fine one, 
and an original picture of Duns Scotus. They have a pretty good 

library; are to go there again on Tuesday next. After dinner, went 
to the English Coffee House and then to the French Comedy; very much 
entertained - the tragedy of "Athalia" by Racine acted; the actors 

in general very good, particularly one Madame Mini who acted Athalia 

surprisingly well - after this, a farce and very good dancing 
admission to the Pit, 24 sols; first boxes, 6 livres.

1st September. Sunday, September 1st. Did not go abroad till 12;
then went to the Church (of) St. Sulpice, a modern building, one of

the most elegant in Paris; not many paintings in it, people coming
out of it after worship - advertisements about a remedy for the

venereal disease publically handed out - no preaching this Sunday,

which is very often the case - then walked in the Luxemburg till

dinner. After that, prevented from going about by rain. At 5 went 
Jto the Ecole Militaire where about 200 young people of the Noblesse of 

France are trained up to arms; a vast pile of (a) building. In an 
open space before the school, the young gentlemen were drawn up; 

performed their exercises with great dexterity; divided into 

particular troops and companies; must all be the sons of officers; 

two, who had misbehaved, dressed in the most sordid manner; brought 
out and made to pass before the rest in that garb, seemed to be much 
affected. At 6, they went to lay aside their arms and then went to
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walk, all in their ranks, attended by their masters. Here they are
taught all the branches of education proper for an officer. They
come from the College of Navarre in Normandy, where they are first
put to learn humanity; and, at Paris, have still a master for that,
whom they attend at certain hours. From the school, vent along the
new Boulevard, a fine walk, crossed the Seine in a boat and then went 

/to the Colloisee? through a fine large field where there were a
prodigious number of people walking and playing at different

/diversions; admission to the Colloisee, 30 sols; when there is a 

grand concert, 60 sols. We were too late and, by this, missed two 
parts of the entertainment, Waterworks and Pantomime; a vast number 
of people, elegantly dressed; 2 bands of musicians; the entrance 
elegant, the building vastly magnificent in the form of a Rotunda, 

with a fine colonnade round; at the back part, a fine round pond of 

water surrounded with a high wall and piazza; all round the Rotunda, 
at the bottom, Coffee Houses; a great many stairs up to the top, 

where are two places in the form of bardejons?, one above the other, 

from where there is a fine view of the country. In this place there 

are sometimes 5 or 6,000 people. There was this night a lady of 

quality in boots, a great number of ladies of the town all well-dressed 

and painted, some of them well looked. At 8 were begun fine 

fireworks, discharged from the boats in the basin?; had a fine effect 

in the water; after the fireworks, all the company met in the large 
room below; the ladies of pleasure all walked one by one, or by twos. 

Several dancing masters with one of their best scholars danced a 

Minuet and then an Allemande, a dance much used. We met here with Mr 
Lum(i)sden and his sister Mrs Strange, her husband, daughter and two 

sons together with Chevalier Urquhart? The entertainment broke up
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at 10 o'clock having begun at 5. We went home through the market 
in the Tuilleries; more people here than usual.

2nd September. Monday, 2nd Sept. At 7 went to see the Hospital de 
Charite, an excellent one, quite clean and neat. The priests take 
care of the patients, have great revenues; the beds of the patients 
at proper distances and only one in a bed; a ward for recovering 
patients. Then went into their church which is very elegant; they 
have an altar in the ward of patients, a priest saying Mass. After 
this went to the Hotel Dieu, an immense building, between 3 and 
4,000 in it. The patients taken care of by nuns and priests, 
attended by surgeons; too crowded, on account of the numbers they are 
obliged to take in; 2, 3 and sometimes 4 in a bed. The Hospital 
finely situated, built over the Seine near the Cathedral, or Church 
of Notre Dame, the most magnificent in Paris; a great many fine 
paintings. Near this is the Foundling Hospital, where are a great 
number of children. After breakfast went to St. Denis in a 'coach 
de remise', a machine for 4; very neat, paid for it in all 14 livres. 
The road quite straight, the prospect delightful; hares and 
partridges may be seen here running in numbers, as if tame, as no one 
dare hunt them except the king, under penalty of being sent to the 
galleys. St. Denis 4 miles from Paris; the gate, through which the 
road passes, which leads to it, called after its name; and likewise 
the street, which is one of the longest in Paris. St. Denis is the 
burial place of the Kings of France; dined here. The 'curiosities' 
begin to be shown exactly at two by a priest who explains every 
article; a great many rich crowns and cups of massy? gold; the cups 
some of them of agate, onyx, etc. lined with stones?; one of very
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curious workmanship. The crowns, many of them set with pearls used 
by Ptolemy Philadelphus, a remarkable stone which has different 
colours according to the lights in which it is viewed. A great many 
seeing the things, most of them common people; after they went away 
the Swiss (Guard), one of which belongs to every church, showed us 
the busts of several Kings of France kept in presses, above those 
in which the treasures are kept. Then went to see the monuments 
of the Kings of France in the church below, a great many of them very 
splendid. Saw the burying place of Henry Capet, Clovis, Henry lVth 
etc.; that of Louis XIV covered with black; this the day, kept by 
the priests, for praying his soul out of purgatory; the church hung 
in black. Adjoining to the church is a noble convent, where the 
priests stay; a beautiful garden where the Kings of France commonly 
come to walk, immediately after they are crowned. Went through the 
different apartments; by mistake, went into one where a bishop and 
the priests had been dining. Then went again into the church where 
the priests were singing in the choir. Returned to Paris a little 
after 5; drove along the boulevard to the Ambigue? Comique, none this 
night; then went to the Italian Comedy, not near so large or 
magnificent as the French. The scenes very well painted, the pit 
and ampitheatre much crowded, the boxes thin; three distinct pieces 
represented, mostly in French; a very good band of music(ians); one 
girl who sang prettily; less delicacy here than in the other two 
houses.

3rd September. Tuesday, Sept. 3. Breakfasted with Mr Lum(i)sden; 
then saw his library, small but elegant; a great many curious books, 
a copy of Virgil printed exactly according to an ancient manuscript
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in the Florence Library, with the pictures taken from that in the 
Vatican Library at Rome; here no difference between the single 'e' 
and dipthong, etc. We also saw very fine draughts of Trajan's 
Pillar, which itself is a system of antiquities; there was originally 
a whole forum round it, adorned with many sumptuous buildings; the 
pillar only remains, erected by decree of the Senate after Trajan's 
return from his Dacian conquests, placed between the Capitol and 
Quirinal Hill and Nerva's Forum; 128 feet high, consisting of 34 
blocks of white marble, a stair to the top of the 184 steps lighted 
by 43 narrow windows. Excellent Italian books; Muratori's "Annals 
of Italy", Gianoni's "Civil History of Naples", Nani's "History of 
Venice", Ed. Corsinus' "Fasti Allici", etc. After dinner, went again 
to see the pictures in the Louvre; few of them very remarkable except 
3 of Vernet's - a storm piece, the falling sun and the light of the 
moon. From this went to the Scotch College to wait on Principal 
Gordon, were very much entertained; saw letters written by King 
James and the "Memoirs" of his life written by himself; a letter of 
King Charles 1 (insert ?), some of his Queens, and of Charles 2nd and 
of James 1 and his Queen. These letters sent under the guard of a 
party of French Guards to St. Germain from Versailles; entrusted to 
the Scotch College by King James; not permitted to be carried out 
of that apartment, no candle allowed to be brought into it; will 
probably be published when all those are gone to whom they refer.
On a shelf adjoining are 16 folio? volumes containing the letters 
which passed between Queen Mary, King James and their ambassador in 
France; of these, copies may be had. Some of Mary's letters 
written with known hand, several of them when in prison. In one of 
these, some places sullied with her tears, a part of the line left
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empty, but no defect in the sense. Saw her Last Testament written 
with her own hand, an addition made to it on the day of her execution; 
the prayer book she used, a beautiful manuscript, fine pictures in it; 
the Breviary of Aberdeen; the Manual of Archbishop Beaton who gave 
the above papers to the College; a manuscript translation of Tacitus 
by King James; several other manuscripts; a letter written by Mary 
when Queen of France - there, Francis signs first, but when married 
to Darnley, she signs first herself , because she did not give him 
the marriage crown. Saw the original copy of the Chartulary? 
(Charter) of Glasgow; a charter of David's, the son of Malcolm 
Kenmore, 500 years old. Here are charters of all the following kings, 
increase in bulk as they advance; the only authenticated copy 
remaining of Edward's resignation of his pretended Right of 
Superiority over Scotland; a Treatise about the Reformation, the 
only copy remaining, the whole ordered to be burned. Saw below 
stairs the monument of King James, where(in) are his brains. In 
their Dining Room, a picture of Mary done in her own time. From 
this went to wait on Mr Strange; met there with a great many company; 
the two Messrs Alexander; Mr Graham of Gartmore; Monsieur Kuse?, 
an eminent painter, and his daughter - pretty. Saw here a small 
picture of Guido Reni worth £270, very beautiful. Then, went along 
with Mr Graham to the Coffee de Conti or English Coffee House. In 
our way home, went in to another English Coffee House - not so good; 
returned home before 10; dangerous to stay out late; 2 persons were 
robbed and murdered a night or two before. The Criminal Law in 
France imperfect. The witness sworn, not in the presence of the 
criminal, but afterwards brought to him in prison. The criminal 
does not know his sentence till 5 hours before his execution. When
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examination of witnesses is necessary to ascertain any fact. e.g. the 
limits of an estate, the prosecutor must pay for the support of them 
and the lawyers, who stop procedure the moment the sum is exhausted, 
even though in the middle of a line, unless money is given anew; an 
instance of this mentioned by Mr Graham.

4th September. Wednesday, Sept. 4th. After breakfast went to see
the Hospital of Invalides. Passed by a great many fine Hotels in
the way; a new one building for the Prince of Conde, very magnificent
likewise saw that of D(uc) de Choiseul (saw the College of Mazarin, or
the Donations). The entry to the Hospital very elegant and fine
area before it. Behind, one of the most splendid churches in Paris.
The chief entry never opened but for the King and (Le) Bon Dieu. The
view of the church from thence very elegant. On the top of the
different parts of the dome, fine paintings. Saw the apartments of
the sick, very fine and neat; a machine for raising the water. Went

/from thence to the Ecole Militaire; saw the stables, horses from 
different kingdoms, (Spain, Germany, Italy, etc.) and riding school 
armoury. Apartments remarkably neat; kitchen very large; apartments 
for 500; a fine church building. Returned to dinner in a fiacre 
as it was very hot. After dinner, went to the Sorbonne, a fine 
college; conversed with 2 students in Latin. From the top, had a 
fine view of all Paris and the environs of a circular figure. Then 
went to see the pictures in the Luxemburg. In one gallery, a great 
many representing the History of Henry lVth and Mary of Medici by 
Rubens, very beautiful; likewise, another gallery of very fine 
pictures. At night went to the Ambigue Comique.
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5th September. Thursday, Sept. 5th. After breakfast, went to see 
the Church of the Convent of the Carmelites, one of the most elegant 
in Paris. The top (ceiling), painted by Le Brun, exceedingly fine* 
one crucifix particularly so artfully painted on a flat surface, that 
in different positions it appears standing? "The Annunciation" by 
Guido; "John in the Desert" by ? ; above one of the altars, a "Mary 
Magdalene" thought to represent the Duchess of Valois, Louis XIVth's 
mistress, by Le Brun. Then went to see the Valle de Grace, a very 
fine church. From that to the Convent of the Chartreux or 
Carthusians, so called from the place where their first founder lived; 
their church tolerably elegant. Each monk has a particular apartment 
to himself; was in one of them; conversed a long time with the monk 
who lives in it, a fine old man visited by most of the English. He 
had a small library in which was a copy of Rollin's works. When I 
praised the author, the old monk, in a kind of transport, said:
"Had you seen him pray! His soul was in heaven!" This old man had 
been very gay in his youth and, when considerably advanced in life, 
turned Carthusian.

6th September. Friday, 6th. Breakfasted at Mr Graham's of Gartmore; 
went with him and Mr Lum(i)sden to the Parliament. In the court before 
the Parliament houses, a great number of jewellers, some of them very 
rich. In the entrance to the Parliament, a vast number of shops with 
different commodities; ask everybody to buy. The place where the 
Parliament meets called the Palais; an appeal from its decisions to 
the King, the places of the members hereditary. The value of the 
Member's places who are banished computed at 18 million or £700.000: 
(they) receive the interest of that. The Clerk's place worth £4,000 

The present Parliament on quite a different footing.per annum.
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The Parliament divided into different courts; was in two of them, 
the one for civil and the other for criminal affairs. In the former, 
heard pleading about a benefice; a great many priests there. The 
Members of Parliament not numerous, the Intendant of Paris, (the) 
President; were (due) to adjourn, on account of the Vacations, this 
day. Went from the Parliament to the Palais Royal. Saw the Royal 
Library - very large and magnificent, kept by a person to whom Mr 
Lum(i)sden introduced me; access to it twice every week. Then saw 
the Collection of Manuscripts, very large. Next the Collection of 
Prints, which is likewise open to the public; particularly examined 
those of Rembrandt, Albert Durer? and Watteau?; the last remarkable 
for landscapes; the two former for colouring and design, in short 
for everything. After this, examined the paintings in the Palais 
Royal belonging to the Duke of Orleans, the finest in France; 
collected by the Regent, a great many of Raphaels and of most of 
the Italian masters; only one done by a French painter, a very fine 
one. Then saw the Apartments of the Duke, mostly magnificent;
(shown) by one of his valets, attended by 2 pages. The Duke of 
Orleans (the) richest in France; has about 3,000 vassals who receive 
annuities from him.

Dined at the Hotel Angleterre; 48 at 4 tables in the same room. 
Then went to the Scots College where Mr Gordon, then Praefectus 
Studiorum, now, 1801, Principal Gordon, gave a very distinct account 
of the French Education. Children at first are put to Pensions, to 
learn to read and write and a little Latin. Then they come to 
College. There are 6 classes for Latin and 2 for Philosophy; 8 
years requisite to finish the whole course. One who is slow or
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negligent more, are kept for two years on the same thing (class).
Study under different masters each year. The first class call 
Sixieme, the second Quinquiam; begin very early to read authors.
The rudiments plain and simple, their grammar an abridgement of the 
Port Royal Grammar. When boys leave one class in order to join a 
higher, the Principal reads over the names of those who are fit for 
that change ; those whose names are passed over, remain in the same 
class another year. Boys are obliged to rise at 6. After prayers, 
sometimes go to Mass; if not,immediately begin study under the care 
of a private master, who superintends their studies and always attends 
them. Breakfast between 7 and 8; go to the public class a quarter 
after 8 and stay till % after ten. Then return to study under a 
private master. Have an hour's amusement before or after dinner; 
at a quarter after 2 go again to the public class and remain there 
till V2 after 4; then return to their private studies. Have an hour 
or two's amusement at night. 2 afternoons play every week; their 
masters attend them in their play, go to walk with them. Always 
have some new task to prepare. The master at each meeting begins 
with hearing and examining that task, then explains a new one. After 
him, some boy explains it again over, then a second, and sometimes 
a third. Begin the Greek in the Sixieme Class, carry it on all the 
time. Much neglected, however; only a few make progress. Once 
a fortnight, have compositions; the places of the class determined 
by these. If the first boy, who is termed 'imperator', keeps his 
place 3 times successively, he is styled 'dictator' and has a premium 
from the Principal and Professor. Each time the places are fixed 
according to the merit of the compositions. The Professor must give 
a list of the boys according to their places. Once a month or so,
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there is an examination of the whole College by the Principal, who 
takes particular notice of the students and rewards or disapproves 
them accordingly. Once in the year, there is a Public Examination 
of all the Colleges of the University of Paris, so many of the best 
of each class, 7 or 8, being selected for that purpose. For these, 
compositions are prescribed according to their standing. Each boy 
does his best and leaves a space between the composition and his name 
the name (is) cut off, the composition(s) judged of by a select 
number of the professors in presence of a select number of the 
Members of Parliament and the President. The most deserving in each 
class are crowned and have a premium of considerable value given them 
by the President of Parliament; their names are publically read out, 
trumpets sounding in the meantime. This Examination generally 
happens about the beginning of August and greatly excites the 
emulation of both students and professors. There is, likewise, a 
premium, a medal worth £25, proposed for the best composition on any 
subject by either students or professors; this chiefly excites the 
younger professors. The sixth year, when they are in First Class, 
the boys study rhetoric, then have two years of studying philosophy, 
after which they go to different professions, law, divinity or physic 
(medicine). Divinity taught only in the Sorbonne. A boy cannot 
be supported in one of these colleges under 50 or 60£. From 
Principal Gordon's, returned to my company; found them at Mr 
Strange's where were a great many people.

7th September. Saturday, Sept. 7th. After dinner, went to call 
on Captain Cameron; did not find him in; saw some places on the 
way. Dined at Mr Strange's with Mrs. Mallet?; passed the evening
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there and were very agreeably entertained.

8th September. Sunday, Sept. 8th, 1771. Went in a remise along 
with Mr Lum(i)sden and Mr Strange's family to Versailles (see paper 
about Versailles, added later on pp. 332+333); saw the gardens, 
apartments, pictures. The King in his private chamber; (entered) 
the Chapel, the music fine, the number of people great; saw him 
(the King) return from chapel. The Dauphin and Dauphiness and the 
Count of Artois at dinner in a lower chamber, the Count of Provence 
and the Countess. After dinner, saw the Opera House and gardens 
and waterworks; returned by St. Cloud. A house of the Duke of 
Orleans situated on an eminence; several good paintings; waterworks, 
one 'jette d'eau' 103 foot high; a vast number of people a place for 
a ball, 1 shilling entrance; fine fireworks. Along the way to 
Versailles, several fine houses - the China work, near Sevres?, where 
we paid 6 livres for a permit to go to Court. There are, here, fine 
cellars cut out of the rock, belonging to the King, in the form of 
streets. Returned to Paris about 10 o'clock at night.

9th September. Monday, 9th. Before dinner, was employed in going 
to the Bankers, seeking for a ticket to go to Rouen. After dinner, 
went to see the Bastille, a large old castle; Place Royal, a fine 
square, a statue of Louis Xlllth in the middle of it. Then walked 
along the boulevard from the Port St. Martin to the Tuilleries.
The Ports fine architecture, particularly Port St. Denis. Along the 
boulevard, a great number of grand hotels. Supped with Mr Lum(i)sden.

10th September. Tuesday, 10th. After breakfast, went to the 
Gobelins, where they work fine tapestry; then to the Royal Gardens,
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not in good order; a fine mount. The Cabinet of Natural History 
not open. Saw the Hospital General, a vast number of children and 
old people in it; and after, one of the Foundling hospitals.
After dinner, went and walked in the Luxembourg; drank a bottle of 
wine at the Swisses, who pay no taxes. Then went to the Tuilleries, 
and fair, and bought some things.

llth Sept.gHlbeHi Wednesday, 11th. Went to Captain Cameron’s; from 
that to Scotch College; had a long conversation with Mr Gordon, 
Prefect, about education. After dinner, saw the paintings in the 
Luxembourg. Then went to the Italian Comedy, the D-? acted, so full 
we could not get admittance. From thence to the French Comedy.

12th September. Thursday, 12th. After breakfast, went to see Mr 
C-raham. Then to the Louvre, saw the picture of Madame (du) Barry.
In our return, went through the Parish Church of the Louvre; saw 
there a large urn of porphyry, a curious antique complimented by 
L'Autel?, a great antiquarian. After dinner, walked in the 
Tuilleries with Mr Graham and Mr Maubane?, another Scottish gentleman.

13th September. Friday, 13th. Breakfasted with Mr Lum(i)sden, 
then saw several of his books; very curious. Went into several 
churches. After dinner, went to Mr Strange's met there with Lord 
Urquhart, an old man of 80. Passed the evening here and supped; 
were very kindly treated.

14th September. Saturday, 14th. Set out at 5 for Rouen with an

The Abbe'sAbbé and gentleman of Rouen, a bookseller and his wife.
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name Mr Rochelambert; stays about 10 leagues from Lyons. Passed 
through St. Germain, a fine place situated on an eminence. From 
that went to a small town where we breakfasted. Past the Seine 
along several bridges; the country pleasant; slept at Bonniere 
halfway.

15th September. Sunday, 15th. Set off at 5; went to Avernon to 
breakfast. Dined at Mant, a small village. Passed Gayon, the 
country seat of the Archbishop of Rouen. The Chapitre (Chapter) of 
Rouen have the privilege of asking the pardon of a murderer, once 
every year, because one of that character assisted St. Antoine, your? 
saint, in killing a large bird which molested the place; he was in 
company with a robber, who fled. About 8 miles from Rouen, passed 
through a fortified place, the sea comes up to this, and then one of 
the largest and finest bridges in France; the road from that made 
at a great expense. Then went up a high hill; from that, had a 
view of Rouen. Went from that along the side of the Seine which 
forms a great number of fine islands, covered with trees. On the 
right hand, very high rocks, some of them cut so as if by art.
Arrived at Rouen at 7 o'clock, 28 leagues from Paris. Put up at (the) 
Grand Hotel de Vatel.

16th September. Monday, 16th. Went to see the Cathedral; a fine 
Gothic building, no paintings. From that went to the bridges; made 
of timber, supported by strong boats, paved in the middle with stones 
for carriages. At the other side, a drawbridge to let ships pass. 
This bridge rises and sinks according to the tide; below it, a little, 
the remains of an old stone bridge. Rouen a very large and wealthy 
place; is said to contain 2 or 300,000 inhabitants. The streets



327

very narrow, the houses all built of wood, except the chief hotels 
and churches, 32 in number. There was a fire, a day or two before,
which burned down 2 houses. The person in whose house the fire
begins, obliged to make up the damage or go to prison. Set out 
from Rouen at 8 o'clock. Dined at Tosse?, halfway. A rainy 
forenoon, the evening fair and pleasant. Went in a 'Chaise de 
Messagerie' with a Frenchman, a dancing master going to the Opera 
at London, and an English gentleman, Mr Lyndon, with whom I lodged 
at Dieppe at the 'Ville de Londres'; arrived there at 7 o'clock.

3.7th September. Tuesday, 17th. Stayed all the forenoon at Dieppe; 
went to the church (and) through the town. The streets regular; 3 
in number from one end of the town to the other. Walked along the 
back of the town, a fine walk along the ramparts, a row of trees on 
each side; a fine view, a bridge over a small river called the Seine. 
Then went to the Citadel; had a fine view from it. Had our trunks 
examined at the Custom's House; the man very civil, would take no 
money. After dinner, went to the ?offices to show our passports.
At 6 went on board. A pretty good wind. The ship convenient and 
sailed well. About 8 passengers in the cabin, several more in the 
hold. Got to Brightelmstone (Brighton) in about 13 or 14 hours; a 
bad landing place, the sea ran high.

18t h  September. Wednesday, 18th. Breakfasted at Brightelmstone. 
Paid 1 guinea for passage, those in the hold, % guinea. 2 shillings 
to the boatmen who put us on shore. Got our goods examined at the 
Custom's House, the man civil. Brighton a small place, finely 
situated. A good place for bathing, frequented much by people of 
fashion in the summertime. Set out about X after ten, 59 miles from
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London. The next stage Lewes, 8 miles, a pretty large village; 
paid for that stage a shilling (per mile)?. The next (stage) to 
that, Uphall, 8 miles); the next, East Grinstead, 13 miles, there 
a road finely cut through a rock; the next Gadstone, 10 miles, where 
we slept, 20 miles from London.

19th September. Thursday, 19th. Set off at 6; breakfasted at 
Croydon, a neat village; arrived in London before 10, passed 
Westminster Bridge, the finest on the river. Spent the rest of the 
day in going through the town. Went to the middle of Wapping.

20th September. Friday, 20th. Set off to see Hyde Park and Oxford 
Road (Street?); was lead out of the way by a Yorkshireman who led 
me through Kensington, and near 2 miles past it, as if in the way to 
Chelsea. Had to return a different road; overtaken by a violent 
rain (storm?); cut my face in passing a rail, in running to shelter. 
Chelsea a fine, pleasant place, the Hospital there a very fine 
building (although) was not in it. Returned to breakfast. Went 
to call on Mr Strachan; from that to Mr Caddel. Sent away my 
papers to Dr Lowth; dined at Mr Strachan's with Dr Beattie and his 
wife, Dr Home and his; passed the afternoon there, entertained with 
the history of an Italian paintress.

21st September. Saturday, 21st. Did not go abroad till after 
breakfast, then went to St. James' (Palace). The apartments neat 
but not splendid. From that through the park to Westminster Abbey. 
Saw the tombs of the Kings and great men; Henry Vllth Chapel the 
finest in Europe. Went down the river in a skiff to St Paul's 
Church (Cathedral). Saw the dome, 510 feet long, 282 feet broad 
404 feet high. The steps to the top, 534; went up to the
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Whispering Gallery, 140 yards circumference. From that to the top; 
had a fine view of London, extended along the side of the Thames.
Came down and saw the Library and Geometrical Staircase, the model 
of St. Peters at Rome by Sir James Thornhill,the builder of St. 
Paul's. Took up 40 years, cost 1,500,000£. Likewise saw the bell, 
11,474 pounds weight, cast by Richard Phelps anno 1716. From this 
went to the Exchange and dined there. Then to Westminster (School) 
to call on Dr Smith, but I missed him.

22nd September. Sunday, 22nd. Went at 8 to the Chapel Royal; 
heard sermon there. Then to Richmond, there saw the Pr ce of Wales 
and his brother; went through the gardens. Then to Richmond, a 
pretty little town; through it up to the hill, a fine prospect from 
this. Dined at Richmond. Returned to the King's Lodge, did not 
see him. A new Lodge building (being built?); talked a long time 
with several of his servants. Returned to London by Cheswick and 

Hammersmith.

23rd September. Monday, 23rd. Went with Mr Hunter to ienwich 
and Woolwich. At the former, saw the Chapel, the men in it; the 
apartments of the house, the painted Hall, the Kitchens, Dining Room. 
The men made a procession as it was the King's Coronation Day. 
(Greenwich) 5 miles from London, 3 miles to Woolwich. Saw there, 
on a rising ground above the town, different pieces (guns) discharged. 
Went down to the Warren? and met there one of the soldiers?, Mr 
Trotter (now Colonel Trotter, 1801). Went through this place; a 
vast quantity of warlike stores. Went to the place where the 
Caddels stay, met there with Capt. Smith, a Scotchman; their Director; 
2 other captains likewise. Mr Staith went with us to the Academy 
where the young men study. (They) rise at 6 in the summer, breakfast
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at % past; go in (to lessons) at 8, from that to 10 employed in 
writing and arithmetic, from 10 to 12 in drawing; in winter go in 
at 9, to 12. From 12 to one, divert themselves; from that to 2 
exercised, saw them at this, did it extremely well. Then dine; at 
3 begin and continue at Latin and French till 6. This academy admits 
forty. Some allowed as attendants (boarders?) but very few. if 
absent or negligent, are confined, deprived of their meat, fed on 
bread and water, obliged to eat in the same room with their 
companions, are formed entirely according to the military discipline. 
The Academy run by Dr Pollock. Divided into 2 schools, the last 
under his immediate inspection, where, instead of writing and 
Arithmetic, they learn Mathematics and Fortification along with 
Drawing; at 12, Fencing, 12 admitted to this in their turns. In 
the afternoon always French and Latin. Admitted to this Academy at 
12 years of age and promoted from this to officer in the army.

24th September. Tuesday, 24th. Called on Dr Smith; could not 
converse with him long, (he) being obliged to go to school. From 
that, came into the city to enquire about a partner; went to 
Guildhall, saw ? . Went to Change (Exchange) at 2, dined with Mr
Henderson, Lawrie, Thomson and Hamilton. Then went to Drury Lane 
Theatre.

25th September. Wednesday, 25. Went in the morning to see the 
Tower, a very large place. Saw the Foot armoury, ammunition, horse 
armoury, Kings on horseback, regalia, mint, wildbeasts. Then came 
to Westminster, had a long conversation with Dr Smith who gave a 
very exact account of their method. The boys all in one room, 
divided into 2 great parts by a large iron rod above. The lower
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part has an Under master, under him 3 Ushers. The boys stay here 
4 years, then they pass into the Upper School and are under the 
particular inspection of the Head Master; here they begin Greek.
The Head Master has 2 Ushers; these ushers have so much salary and 
a Guinea of Compliment? from their boys at Candlemas. Some of them 
will make 200 a year, attend the boys in private. The boys in the 
Lower School pay 4 guineas each to their own master, that is the 
Under Master, and 1 guinea to the Head Master; in the Upper School, 
all the 5 guineas to the Upper Master. In the Upper School, boys 
sometimes stay 6 years, so that it will take 10 years to finish the 
whole business. They have no master for writing, but have 3 
afternoons in the week for attending these schools if they choose.
The Headmaster's income worth £800 and a fine house. Boys flogged, 
(even) at the age of 17, if they neglect their task; this seldom 
happens. Have tasks prescribed every night; write on particular 
subjects, both in prose and verse; saw some of them, very fine.
From this went to St. James' (Palace), saw the King. Then went to 
Mr Strahan's; fixed with Mr Balfour, a bookseller, as a partner.
From that to Lord Cranston’s in Portman's Square; called at the 
Museum on the way. At 8, went to Covent Garden Theatre, very 
crowded "Hamlet" acted. Before the entertainment, great disturbance? 
because they would not act "Midas" which was promised.

26th September. Thursday, 26th. Set out for Mr Strahan's after 
breakfast, reached Huntingdon that night where we met with Mr Moffat, 
a rich man, who had the property of several Indiamen (and) who was 
going to Scotland with Mr Kerr, a captain of an East Indiaman. We 
travelled in company with them to Burrough-bridge, where they left 
us to visit Mr Lascell.es? at Harwood. We arrived at Edinburgh on



332

Monday evening , 30th September. Mr Balfour brought to town? ln 
the carriage with him 5,000 guineas for the use of the Douglas Bank, 
in which he had a share. The journey from London cost me 9 guineas 
Spent in all while abroad, sixty pounds sterling.

Paper added (in 1801) to notes on my JoiiT%neyt 1771.

Sept. 8th 1771.

In our excursion to Versailles, Mr Strange's two oldest sons, 
James and Robert, went with Mr Townsend and me in our 'remise': Mr 
and Mrs Strange, Mr Lumsden and Mistress Strange in their own carriage.
It was the first time Mrs Strange had been at Versailles. As the

<

court had been absent some months at Compiegne, there was a vast 
crowd of the first people in Paris, this Sunday at Versailles. The 
gallery (Galerie de Glace) was as full of finely-dressed people as 
it could hold. Observing several of the best dressed men going from 
the gallery through a by-entrance on the side of it, I had the 
curiosity to see where they went. They all entered an apartment, 
the door of which was kept by a gentleman very genteely dressed.
After standing a short time, I asked if I might pass. He readily 
allowed me. I little knew to what place I was admitted. It was 
the King of France's Bedchamber. When I entered, the King was on 
his knees attended/surrounded with the Anchbishop of Rheims and 
several dignitaries of the church, on a side of the room, a little 
higher than the rest of the floor, where the other courtiers present 
stood. The King (Louis XV), after rising from prayers, took off 
his coat and adjusted some part of his dress, which was very plain; 
a plain coloured frock, white silk vest a little flowered, white
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silk stockings, black silk breeches, his hair simply tied up with 
a ribbon. He was a very well-looking man. He in a very little 
put on his frock coat again, and talked with great freedom to his 
principal courtiers. One or two, about to go on some commission, 
were presented to him. The only ceremony was a simple bow. After 
remaining for some time, the company was dismissed, except a few.
The King then went to the chapel adjoining to the palace, to hear 
Mass. It was very crowded. I had the good fortune to get to the 
foremost seat of a loft, very near to where the King sat, so that 
I had (a) complete view of everything. When the King entered, there 
was a very loud beat of a drum. When the bell rung upon the raising 
of the Host, everyone was obliged to kneel. I only leaned over the 
loft. I discerned great contempt in the faces of many behind me 
as they kneeled.

The Dauphiness, (the late unfortunate Queen of France), had 
about an hour before gone through the gallery with her attendants 
to Mass, and returned the same way. She was then in the height of 
her beauty, as Mr Burke describes her, and attracted the eyes of all. 
While she dined with the Dauphin and Count D'Artois, who was then 
about 17 years old, I stood for some time behind her chair, and was 
charmed with the openess and ease of her behaviour. The Dauphin, 
afterwards the unfortunate Louis XVI, was more grave in his 
appearance, but showed a gentle cheerfulness. The Count was very 
sprightly; and then a great favourite with the people.

The above was written August 30th, 1801.
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Appendices to the Notebook

Page 1

Wrote on a Window in England.

Cain, in disgrace with Heaven, retired to nod 
And sought a place as far removed from God 
As Cain could wish; whence people think Heaven 
As far as Scotland, e'er he pitched his tent. 
And there he built a city of great fame,
Which he from Eden, Edinburgh did name.

Mr. Lyndon 
at Mr Connor's,
Pall Mall
next the Star and Garter.
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Page 2

Adriaan Kluit 
Rect(or) Schol. ? et 
Lector Lingua Graecae et 
Antiquit.

Simon de Lee 
Gymnasii Hagari Rector 
and Lector Hum. Litt.

P. Kerry, Jes (SJ) 
Max de Hise Rector

Addresses of various headteachers with whom Adam came into 
contact during his tour.
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Page 3

Mr Diderot, Grande rue Lazarre, 
Faubourg St. Germain
a' l'entree de la rue chez un epicier.

Mr D'Alembert, rue St. Dominique, 
vis-a-vis le Convent de Bellechasse, 
Faubourg St. Germain.

Mr Le Beau, Secretaire Perpétuel de l'Academie 
des inscriptions et Belles Lettres, a cote de 
L'Abbaye St. Germain

Faubourg St. Germain, rue Ste. Marguerite 
de la part de Mme de la Vallee.

The names and addresses of three of the leading 'Encyclopedists'.
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gage 4

Aug. 16th - 1771 - Helleck or ?
Spent in the Tavern. 8
For a Coach 3

Aug. 14 9. 15"6 £ 1 8
- 15 Carrying the Trunk. 0 Ui

To Delft Guilders? 1 13
Bread 4
At Delft 1 4
Freight to Hague 1 17
Carriage 10
Barber 1 4
For seeing places 4 9

11 1
Skaveling, etc. 15
Barber 16
Curiosities 1 4
Old Palace 1 6
At the 'Marshal de Turenne'. 11 8
Freight and Trunk 1 19
Servants? 6
To the house at the 'Marshal of Tur'. 12
From the Hague to Leiden & servants? 2 5
For seeing the burg & garden, etc. 1 2
For supper, etc. 5 2
To servant 14
From Leiden to Haarlem 2 12
at Haarlem for the organist 5 5

Guilders 35 6

£12
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Page 5
To the two men who blew the bellows - 2 -
To the Corrector for the printing - 1 -
For Dinner - 3 8
From Haarlem to Amsterdam - 1 7
In the Speal houses - 3 6

Sunday Going to North Holland, etc. 2 2
- Barber - 12

Monday Stadhouse? - 3 15
- Rasthouse & Spinhouse - 1 17
- Bill at the "Crown" - 20 6
- To the house - 1 4
- Carrying the trunks - 8
- Freight to Utrecht - 2 11
- Carriage of trunk & an extra horse - 8

Tuesday - Toll to Zeist to the Moravians - 15
Breakfast & horses - 1 13

- Church & Coachmen - 1 4
Bill at Utrecht & Carriage to
Rotterdam, etc. 34 18

Toll & drink 1 3
At Targau 1 -
Toll & chaise driver 1 5

Wednesday - Barber 12
Going over to hire a seat in Stagecoach 14
Gave per advance 5 15

Guilders 9 3 3



339

Page 6

To a servant through Holland - 14 6
Bill at Mr Young's - 13 3
To the house - 1 6
Washing our linens - 3 1
Carrying our Trunks 0 freight 1 50

Thursday - Lodging ° Supper* etc3 - 2 8
For coach to Antwerp - 19 4
Trunks - 4 7

Friday - For Bill £1 14 6

Saturday - For Bill £1 4

1771 -



APPENDIX 5

MR FARQUHAR'S CLASS, 1764

According to Henderson, p. 21, Adam taught this class for three 

months because of Farquhar's illness - no other verification has been 

adduced.

25 Boys

340

1. Alexander Bonnar 14. James Mathie
2. Alexander Kincaid 15. Joseph Cockburn

3. Alexander Marjoribanks 16. (Lord) Cumberland?

4. Archibald Rutherford 17. Mark Pringle

5. Daniel Johnston? 18. Patrick Mathie

6. Dugald Stewart 19. Patrick Scott

7. George Brockwith 20. Thomas Comb

8. George Clapperton 21. Thomas Hay

9. George Dewar 22. Thomas Trotter

10. Hugh Moody 23. William Chalmers

11. James Chalmers 24. William Dixon (Dickson)

12. James Innés 25. William Reid

13. James Lithgow
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MR MATHESON'S CLASS, 1765

Adam appointed to teach the Rector's Class from April, 1765 
because of Matheson's illness.

28 Boys

1. Alexander Kincaid 15. John Hume
2. Alexander Kinloch 16. John Scot

3. Alexander Marchbanks 17. Laur? Craigie

4. Andrew Alston 18. Mark Pringle

5. Dugald Stewart 19. Patrick Scott

6. D? Grey 20. Robert Blair

7. George Beckwith 21. Robert Bryson

8. G? Denier 22. Robert Garner

9. G? Moodie 23. Robert Kinnear

10. In? Russel 24. Thomas Hay

11. James Chalmers 25. Thomas Trotter

12. James Claperton 26. William Balderstone

13. James Dundas 27. William Chalmers

14. James Innés 28. William Dickson
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MR MATHESON'S CLASS, 1766

36 Boys

1. Alexander Gillon 19. James Barrie
2. Alexander Thomson? 20. James Chalmers

3. Alexander Marjoribanks 21. James? Drummond
4. Andrew Wardrope? 22. James Durham? (Dickson?)
5. Archibald Rutherford 23. James Innés

6. Archibald Telford 24. James Williamson

7. Charles? Cullen 25. Patrick Cullen

8. Charles? Gray 26. Robert Hunter

9. C.? Campbell 27. Robert Taylor

10. David Boyd 28. Thomas Anderson

11. David Scott 29. Thomas Cauvin
12. David Simpson 30. Thomas Trotter

13. George Claperton 31. Walter Aitcheson

14. George Dewar 32. William Alexander

15. George Hay 33. William Chalmers

16. George Henderson 34. William Fraser, Minor

17. George Laird? 35. William Moubray

18. Henry Melville 36. William? Spalding
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RECTOR'S CLASS, 1767

Footnote in Adam's hand: "Mr Matheson boys this year".

25 Boys

1. Archibald Bonar 14. Robert Kirkland

2. Du? Hart 15. Robert Watson

3. Francis Marshall 16. Stephen Cosser

4. George Gray 17. Thomas Irvine

5. George Hay 18. Thomas Ross

6. James Cleland 19. Thomas Spalding

7. James Cunningham 20. William Baird

8. John Cleland 21. William Clerk

9. John Moubray 22. William Greenfield

10. John Sibbald 23. William Miller

11. John? White 24. William? Rae

12. Robert Craigiè-, 25. William Scott

13. Robert Donald
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RECTOR'S CLASS, 1768

46 Boys

1. Alexander Bruce 24. John Chalmers
2. Alexander Murray 25. John? Craigie
3. Alexander Scot 26. John Hay

4. Archibald Cullen 27. John McDonald
5. Charles Stewart 28. John? Martin
6. Christ? Reid 29. John Sibbald
7. David? Home 30. John White

8. D.? Cauvin 31. Law.? Craigie
9. D.? Seawright 32. Lewis Cauvin
10. Edward? Hay 33. Lord Binning

11. Elphiston Balfour •CO M.? Cunningham

12. George Marshall 35. Robert Clerk

13. Henry Trotter 36. Robert Craigie

14. Hugh Austin? 37. Robert Kirkland

15. James Anderson 38. Robert McFarlane

16. James Henderson 39. Sam? Anderson

17. James Innés 40. Stephen Cosser

18. James Kay 41. Thomas Scot

19. James McKenzie 42. Thomas Spalding

•oCM James Ratrie 43. Thomas Thomson

•HCM James Reid 44. Walter Minto

22. John Balfour 45. William Forbes

23. John Campbell 46. William Greenfield
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1769

52 Boys

1. Alexander Bruce 27. John Cockburn
2. Alexander Chalmers 28. John Craigie
3. Alexander Gavin 29. John Graham

4. Alexander Murray 30. John Hay

5. Andrew Mitchell 31. John Home

6. Charles Erskine 32. John Lake

7. Charles Mollison 33. John Martin

8. Charles Selkirk 34. John McDonald (1)

9. Daniel Russell 35. John McDonald (2)

10. Edward Hay 36. John Rae

11. George Marshall 37. Jonathan Moubray

12. James Bannatine 38. Lawrence Craigie

13. James Bonar 39. Lewis Cauvin

14. James Campbell 40. Patrick Kinnaird

15. James Cochran 41. Robert Clerk

16. James Dalgleish 42. Robert Erskine

17. James Fisher 43. Robert Laidlaw.

18. James Haig 44. Thomas Bonar

19. James Hay 45. Thomas Clerk

20. James Home 46. Thomas Gibson

21. James Innés 47. Thomas Hutton

22. James McConochie 48. Thomas Maitland

23. James Sinclair 49. Thomas Murray
24. James Stewart 50. William Brown
25. Jesidiah Aikman 51. William Lawrie
26. John Chalmers 52. William Macpherson
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1770

82 Boys

1. Adam Hay 26. James Bonar
2. Adam Turnbull 27. James Bronen?
3. Alexander Bertram 28. James Campbell
4. Alexander Chalmers 29. James Cochran
5. Alexander Cunningham 30. James Cranstone
6. Alexander Gavin 31. James Dalgleish
7. Alexander Tait 32. James Forbes
8. Andrew Forrest 33. James Haig
9. Andrew GilIon 34. James Hay
10. Andrew Lawrie 35. James Henderson
11. Archibald Shiels 36. James Home
12. Brown? Cranstone 37. James Innés
13. Charles Cranstone 38. James Maconochie
14. Charles Erskine 39. James Murray
15. Charles Selkirk 40. James Seton
16. Charles Williamson 41. James Sinclair
17. Daniel Russell 42. John Cockburn
18. David Brown 43. John Dunsmuir
19. David Campbell 44. John Hamilton
20. Ebenezer Beg. 45. John Home
21. George Chalmers 46. John Johnston
22. George Zeigler 47. John Law
23. Hugh Bonar 48. John McDonald
24. Hugh Sibbald 49. John Park
25. James Bannatine 50. John Rae.
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1770 (continued)

51. John Spalding 76. William Brown
52. John Trotter 77. William Davison
53. John Wemyss 78. William Hewit
54. John Williamson 79. William McGlashan
.55. Jonathan Moubray 80. William McKintosh
56. Laurence Wilson 81. William Ross

57. Lewis Colquhoun 82. William Tait

58. Lord Maitland

59. Martin Lindsay

60. Niel Campbell

61. Robert Erskine

62. Robert Glendinning

63. Robert Kerr

64. Robert Laidlaw

65. Robert Wight

66. Robert Wilson

67. Robert Younge

68. Thomas Dallas

69. Thomas Gibson

70. Thomas Gifford

71. Thomas Hamilton

72. Thomas Hay

73. Thomas Hutton

74. Thomas Maitland

75. Thomas Wilson
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1771

60 Boys

1 . Adam Beatson 26. James Patison
2. Adam Hotchkis 27. James Shepherd
3. Alexander Campbell 28. John Boyd

4. Alexander Crichton 29. John Crumbie

5. Alexander Hotchkis 30. John Dunsmuir

6. Alexander Trotter 31. John Erskine

7. Andrew Anderson 32. John Haldane
8. Andrew Chalmers 33. John Johnston

9. Archibald Nisbet 34. John Lennox

10. Charles Biggar 35. John Manners

11. Colin Campbell 36. John Stedman

12. Charles Cranstone 37. John Wemyss

13. David Brown 38. Lewis Colquhoun

14. David Gavin 39. Lord Maitland

15. Donald McLachlane 40. Niel Campbell

16. Gavin Hamilton 41. Patrick? Bruce

17. George Rutherford 42. Robert Arbuthnot

18. George Zeigler 43. Scot Campbell

19. Henry Stark 44. Stair Lighton?

20. James Bell 45. Thomas Armstrong

21. James Brown 46. Thomas Gifford

22. James Forbes 47. Thomas Hamilton
23. James Greenlees 48. Thomas Hay
24. James Hay 49. Thomas Maitland

25. James Murray 50. Thomas Wilson
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1771

60 Boys

51. William Crumbie

52. William Davison

53. William Dundass

54. William Gregory

55. William Innés

56. William Johnston
57. William Ross

58. William Sibbald

59. William Williamson

60. Wyvil? Smith

(continued)



350

MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1772

90 Boys

1 . Adam Dalmahoy 26. Francis Macrae
2. Adam Hotchkis 27. Frederick Bartlet
3. Adam Inglis 28. Gavin Hamilton
4. Albert Innes 29. George Dunsmuir
5. Alexander Brodie 30. George Gairdener
6. Alexander Hotchkis 31. George Hamilton
7. Alexander Irvine? 32. George Leith?
8. Alexander Munro 33. George Miller
9. Andrew Anderson 34. George Rutherford
10. Andrew Chalmers 35. Henry Stark
11. Archibald Gibson 36. Henry Stewart
12. Archibald McHarg 37. James Bowman
13. Archibald Tod 38. James Brown
14. Arthur Leith 39. James Hay
15. Beau? Mien 40. James Law
16. Brian Broughton 41. James Lennox
17. Charles Biggar 42. James Lindsay
18. Colin Campbell 43. James McDowall?
19. David Donaldson 44. James Marshall
20. David Gavin 45. James Patón
21. David Haldane 46. James Pringle
22. David Martin 47. James Sootie
23. David Winter 48. James Spotiwood
24. Donald McLachlane 49. John Bell
25. Edward Armstrong 50. John Erskine
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1772 (continued)

51. John Fullerton 71. Robert Brown?

52. John Hamilton 72. Robert Dallas

53. John McKewan 73. Robert Davidson

54. John Neil 74. Robert Inglis

55. John Pattison 75. Scot Campbell

56. John Scot 76. Thomas Armstrong

57. John Scotland 77. Thomas Brodie

58. John Staig 78. Thomas Grant

59. John Stedman 79. Thomas Inglis

60. John Swinton 80. Thomas McGrugar

61. John Young 81. Thomas Miller

62. Jos.? Baird 82. Thomas Thomson

63. Lewis Hay 83. William Balfour

64. Melvil White 84. William Buchan

65. Patrick Agnew 85. William Dundass

66. Patrick Murray 86. William Fyfe

67. Patrick Orr 87. William Horseman

68. Richard Hepburn 88. William Johnston

69. Robert Arbuthnot 89. William Sootie

70. Robert Bell 90. William Wemyss
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1773

80 Boys

1. Adam Inglis 26. James Brown

2. Albert Innes 27. James Haldane

3. Alexander Innes 28. James Hardie

4. Alexander Irving 29. James Home

5. Alexander Maitland 30. James Law

6. Alexander Monro 31. James McDowal?

7. Alexander Terry 32. James McKnight

8. Archibald Gibson 33. James Mansfield

9. Archibald Tod 34. James Marshall

10. Arthur Leith 35. James Pringle

11. Beau? Mien 36. James Sootie

12. Charles Wilson 37. James Waugh

13. David Haldane 38. James Weir

14. David Robertson 39. John Bell

15. David Winter 40. John Borthwick

16. Dundas Maqueen 41. John Cunningham

17. Edward Armstrong 42. John Dais

18. Francis Macrae 43. John Dick

19. Frederick Bartlet 44. John Forbes

20. George Dunsmuir 45. John Fynes

21. George Leith 46. John Hamilton

22. George Miller 47. John Macqueen
23. George Montcrief 48. John Neil

24. George Rutherford 49. John Scrimger
25. James Borthwick 50. John Staig
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1773 (continued)

•
»“HIO John Wilson 71. William Balfour

52. John Wood 72. William Horseman

53. Joseph Baird 73. William Innes

54. Lewis Hay 74. William Lennox

55. Niel Scrimger 75. William Lockhart

56. Patrick Orr 76. William Ogilvie

57. Patrick Tytler 77. William Robertson

58. Philip Dundass 78. William Sootie

59. Richard Hotchkis 79. William Spotswood

60. Robert Arbuthnot 80. William Wemyss

61. Robert Brown

62. Robert Inglis

63. Simon Reid

64. Thomas Black

65. Thomas Grant

66. Thomas McGrugar

67. Thomas Manners

68. Thomas Miller

69. Thomas Trotter

70. Walter Fergus
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MR ADAM’S CLASS, 1774

83 Boys

1. Adam Tweedie 26. James French

2. Alexander Brown 27. James Hay

3. Alexander Innes 28. James Macqueen

4. Alexander Russel 29. James Norris

5. Andrew Bartholomew 30. James Sommers

6. Andrew Bell 31. James Spens

7. Archibald Bothwell Drummond 32. James Veitch

8. Charles Ross Lockhart 33. John Arbuthnot

9. David Robertson 34. John Borthwick

10. David Russel 35. John Chalmers

11. David Thomson 36. John Clerk

12. David Wemyss 37. John Dick

13. David Williamson 38. John Forbes

14. Dundas Macqueen 39. John Gray

15. George Bartlet 40. John Gregory

16. George Hay 41. John Heriot

17. George Heriot 42. John Johnston

18. George Ranken 43. John Lockhart

19. Henry Ramsay 44. John McGlashan

20. Gilbert Hall 45. John Mckaslan

21. Hugh Cairncross 46. John Mckenzie

22. Hugh Dalrymple 47. John Maclean

23. James Borthwick 48. John Wilson

24. James Cunningham 49. Josiah Walker

25. James Fife 50. Martin Lindsay
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1774 (continued)

51. Matthew Baillie 77. William Ormiston
52. Patrick Tytler 78. William Robertson
53. Philip Dundass 79. William Spotswood
54. Richard Hotchkis 80. William Stewart
55. Robert Anderson 81. William Wallace
56. Robert Blair 82. William Wemyss
57. Robert Broughton 83. William Wilson
58. Robert Bruce

59. Robert Hope

60. Robert Rutherford

61. Robert Trotter

62. Ronald Hamilton

63. Thomas Blaikie

64. Thomas Cranstone

65. Thomas Mckewan

66. Thomas Manners

67. Thomas Spens

68. Thomas Trotter

69. Thomas Wood.

70. William Campbell

71. William Clarkson

72. William Dick

73. William Gib

74. William Innes

75. William Moubray

76. William Ogilvie
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1775

73 Boys

1. Adam Forman 26. James Dunsmuir(ii)

2. Alexander Bartlet 27. James French

3. Alexander Brown 28. James Fyfe

4. Alexander Kinnear 29. James Inglis

5. Alexander Ramsay 30. James Mercer

6. Charles Anderson 31. James Naesmith

7. Charles Douglas 32. James Norris

8. Charles Young 33. James Robertson

9. David Miller 34. James Sommers

10. David Milne 35. James Spens

11. David Robertson 36. John Black

12. David Thomson 37. John Chalmers

13. David Wemyss 38. John Johnston

14. David Wright 39. John McDonald

15. Edward French 40. John McFarquhar

16. Frederick Campbell 41. John Naesmith

17. George Craigie 42. John Scot

18. George Fyfe 43. John Thomson

19. George Hay 44. John Young

20. Gilbert Hall 45. Mack? Maitland

21. Hugh Cairncross 46. Martin Lindsay

22. Hugh Robertson 47. Matthew Baillie

23. James Bruce 48. Patrick Bennet
24. James Cunningham 49. Patrick Craigie

25. James Dunsmuir(i) 50. Patrick Crighton
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1775 (continued)

51. Patrick Jamieson

52. Q.? Taylor

53. Robert Anderson
54. Robert Blair

55. Robert Douglas

56. Robert Henderson

57. Robert Hope

58. Thomas Baillie

59. Thomas Cranston

60. Thomas Mckewan

61. Thomas Mcknight

62. Thomas Riddel

63. Thomas Spens

64. Thomas Wood

65. William Anderson

66. William Campbell (i)
67. William Campbell (ii)
68. William Dick

69. William Gib

70. William Maitland

71. William Ormiston

72. William Stewart

73. William Syme



MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1776 (March 8th)

105 Boys

1 . Adam Forman 26. George Wood
2. Alexander Bartlet 27. Hugh Maxwell

3. Alexander Crichton 28. Hugh Robertson
4. Alexander Manners 29. James Braidfute
5. Alexander Ramsay 30. James Bruce

6. Archibald Campbell 31. James Campbell (i)

7. Archibald Hope 32. James Campbell (ii)
8. Benjamin Bartlet 33. James Clerk

9. Blair Forrest 34. James Dixon

10. Charles Douglas 35. James Dunsmuir(i)

11. Charles Hope 36. James Dunsmuir(ii)

12. Charles Inglis 37. James Gavin

13. Charles Stuart 38. James Hay

14. Chichester Cheyne 39. James Inglis

15. David Gregory 40. James McHarg

16. David Miller 41. James Menzies

17. David Milne 42. James Mercer

18. David Robertson 43. James Naesmith

19. David Wardrope 44. James Spotswood

20. David Wight 45. John Bell

21. Francis Armstrong 46. John Braidfute

22. Frederick Campbell 47. John Dallas

23. George Esplin 48. John Dick

24. George Fife 49. John Erskine

25. George Innes 50. John Hope25



MR ADAM'S CLASS. 1776 (March 8th) (continued)

51. John Hutton 77. Robert Little

52. John Innes 78. Robert Scott

53. John Inglis 79. Robertson Miller

54. John McFarquhar 80. Thomas Baillie

55. John Mckenzie 81. Thomas Craigie

56. John Naesmith 82. Thomas Fairholme

57. John Scot 83. Thomas Hotchkis

58. John Thomson(i) 84. Thomas Robertson

59. John Thomson(ii) 85. Walter Hutton

60. John Wild 86. Walter Laidlaw

61. John Wilson 87. Walter Little

62. John Wright 88. William Anderson

63. John Young(i) 89. William Robertson Barclay

64. John Young(ii) 90. William Chalmers

65. Nicholas Howison 91. William Cleland

66. Oswald Charteris 92. William Done

67. Patrick Cochran 93. William Forbes

68. Patrick Craigie 94. William Gordon

69. Patrick Jamieson 95. William Harrison

70. Patrick Taylor 96. William Inglis(i)

71. Patrick Threipland 97. William Inglis(ii)

72. Q.? Taylor 98. William Maitland

73. Richard Threipland 99. William Mercer

74. Robert Clerk 100. William Ponton

75. Robert Craigie 101. William Syme

76. Robert Douglas 102. William Thomson
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1776 (March 8th)

103. William West
104. William Winter
105. William Young

(continued
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1777 (March 5th) 

102 Boys

1. Adam Davie 27. George Wood

2. Alexander Armstrong 28. Gilbert Congalton

3. Alexander Buchan 29. Gilbert Ramsay

4. Alexander Cauvain 30. Gilbert Trotter

5. Alexander Crichton 31. Henry Jardine

6. Alexander Cuming 32. Hugh Gibb

7. Alexander McDowal 33. Hugh Maxwell

8. Alexander Manners 34. Hugh Scott

9. Alexander Orr 35. James Braidfute

10. Alexander Ross 36. James Clerk

11. Alexander Wight 37. James Hay

12. Andrew Berry 38. James Menzies

13. Arthur Wemyss 39. John Alston

14. Benjamin Bartlet 40. John Armstrong

15. Blair Forrest 41. John Balfour

16. Charles Hope 42. John Bannatine(i)

17. Colin Campbell 43. John Bannatine(ii)

18. David Home 44. John Bell

19. David Wier 45. John Braidfute

20. Francis Armstrong 46. John Burn

21. Francis Kerr 47. John Colvil

22. Francis Stewart 48. John Dallas

23. George Dundass 49. John Dixon

24. George Eiston? 50. John Eiston

25. George Innes 51. John Erskine

26. George Syme 52. John Fyvie
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1777 (March 5th) (continued)

53. John Gardiner 80. Robert Panton
54. John Gibson(i) 81. Thomas Bruce
55. John Gibson(ii) 82. Thomas Charters
56. John Graham 83. Thomas Craigie
57. John Greig 84. Thomas Hope
58. John Hope 85. Walter Hutton
59. John Mckenzie(i) 86. Walter Little
60. John Mckenzie(ii) 87. Watson Balderstone
61. John Marjoribanks 88. William Alison
62. John Mein 89. William Robertson Barclay
63. John Ogilvy 90. William Bathgate
64. John Ronaldson 91. William Chalmers
65. John Spotswood 92. William Cockburn
66. John Wild 93. William Congalton
67. John Wilson 94. William Durham
68. John Wright 95. William Fraser
69. John Young 96. William Forbes
70. Joseph Gavin 97. William Inglis

71. Menzies Duncan 98. William Mercer
72. Nicol Young 99. William Nisbet
73. Patrick Cochrane 100. William Ponton
74. Patrick Threpland 101. William Thomson
75. Richard Threpland 102. William Wilson
76. Robert Clerk

77. Robert Craigie

78. Robert Gib

79. Robert Little



363

MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1778

96 Boys

1. Adam Davie 27. George Robertson

2. Alexander Campbell 28. George Stodart

3. Alexander Cauvain 29. George Whiteford

4. Alexander Cuming 30. Gilbert Congalton

5. Alexander Irving 31. Gilbert Lawrie

6. Alexander Kerr 32. Gilbert Ramsay

7. Alexander Orr 33. Henry Jardine

8. Alexander Ross 34. Hugh Mercer

9. Alexander Thomson 35. Isaac Haig

10. Alexander Wight 36. James Alston

11. Andrew Agnew 37. James Anderson

12. Andrew Dickison 38. James Burn

13. Anthony Mcharg 39. James Clerk

14. Archibald Grant 40. Jeunes Fairbairn

15. Archibald Swinton 41. James Forbes

16. Colin Campbell 42. James Fraser

17. Crawford Tait 43. James Gibson

18. David Armstrong 44. James Francis Grant

19. David Home 45. James Heriot

20. David Kinnear 46. James Laidlaw

21. Edward Innes 47. James Mckenzie

22. Francis Murison 48. James Montgomery

23. Gabriel Trotter 49. James Nasmyth

24. George Dundass 50. James Robertson

25. George Gardner 51. James Williamson

26. George Hope 52. James Wright
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1778 (continued)

53. John Balfour 80. Thomas Spotswood
54. John Bannatine 81. Thomas White

55. John Bartlet 82. William Alison

56. John Esplin 83. William Arbuthnot
57. John Hotchkis 84. William Bathgate

58. John Menzies 85. William Bartlet

59. John Moffat 86. William Cockburn

60. John Scott Montcrief 87. William Congalton

61. John Murison 88. William Crichton
62. John Noble 89. William Cuming

63. John Ormiston 90. William Dallas

64. John Steel 91. William Haig

65. John Tait 92. William Hope

66. Joseph Dick 93. William Innes

67. Joseph Drummond 94. William Lindsay

68. Joseph Gib 95. William Montgomery

69. Joseph Mack 96. William Wemyss

70. Joseph Montcrief

71. Joseph Nairn

72. Joseph Sinclair

73. Joseph Robert Sinclair

74. Martin White

75. Nicol Young.

76. Robert Haldane

77. Thomas Chalmers

78. Thomas Hope

79 Thomas Miller
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1779 (March 4th)

Ill Boys

1. Alexander Blair 27. George Cochran
2. Alexander Campbell 28. George Gardner
3. Alexander Forbes 29. George Home
4. Alexander Irving 30. George Hope
5. Alexander Kerr 31. George Neilson
6. Alexander Reid 32. George Robertson
7. Alexander Swanson 33. George Whiteford
8. Andrew Agnew of Lochnaw 34. George Wright
9. Andrew Dun 35. Gordon Munro
10. Andrew Miller 36. Henry Barclay
11. Andrew Ponton 37. Henry Wright
12. Andrew Storie 38. Hugh Mercer
13. Anthony Mcharg 39. James Anderson
14. Archibald Grant 40. James Clerk
15. Archibald Ponton 41. James Cockburn
16. Charles Esplin 42. James Fraser
17. Charles Hamilton 43. James Hay

18. Charles Hay 44. James Heriot
19. Crawford Tait 45. James Inglis
20. David Armstrong 46. James Middlemiss
21. David Finlay 47. James Montgomery
22. David Porteous 48. James Robertson
23. David Spotswood 49. James Scott
24. Dewar Masterton 50. James Tod
25. Francis Gray 51. James Williamson
26. Francis Miirison 52. James Wylie



MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1779 (March 4th) (continued)

53. John Baird 80. Patrick Parker

54. John Bartlet 81. Robert Denham

55. John Campbell 82. Robert Dick

56. John Dun 83. Robert Drummond

57. John Eiston 84. Robert Fullerton

58. John Esplin 85. Robert Gordon

59. John Hope 86. Robert Haldane

60. John McDonald 87. Robert Innés

61. John McFarlan 88. Robert Sinclair(i)

62. John McGhie 89. Robert Sinclair(ii)

63. John Menzies 90. Samuel Williamson

64. John Moffat 91. Thomas Chalmers

65. John Scott Montcrief 92. Thomas Elliot

66. John Murison 93. Thomas Skien

67. John Myrtle 94. Thomas White

68. John Noble 95. Walter Elliot

69. John Shien 96. William Arbuthnot

70. John Tait 97. William Bartlet

71. John Thomson 98. William Cuming

72. John Whiteford 99. William Cunningham

73. Joseph Mack 100. William Dallas

74. Laurence Dalrymple 101. William Elliot(i)

75. Lewis Grant 102. William Elliot(ii)

76. Lewis Mckenzie 103. William Haig

77. Martin White 104. William Halyday

78. Mungo Ponton 105. William Hamilton

79. Nathan Spens 106. William Innés
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MR ADAM’S CLASS, 1779 (March 4th)

107. William Lindsay

108. William Miller
109. William Montgomery
110. William Munro
111. William Wemyss

(continued)
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1780 (March 8th)

95 Boys

1. Alexander Bryce 26. George Bathgate
2. Alexander Callender 27. George Brown

3. Alexander Forbes 28. George Cleland
4. Alexander Innes 29. George Fraser

5. Alexander Maclarn? 30. George Grinlay

6. Andrew Cochran 31. George Henderson
7. Andrew Inglis 32. George Home
8. Andrew Ponton 33. George Howison?

9. Andrew Storie 34. George Wright

10. Andrew Wellwood 35. Gilbert Hutcheson

11. Archibald Ponton 36. Henry Barclay

12. Charles Bremner 37. Henry Johnston

13. Charles Erskine 38. Hugh Miller

14. Charles Esplin 39. Hugh Stuart

15. Charles Hamilton 40. Israel Craig

16. Charles Kerr 41. James Brown

17. Charles Townsend 42. James Chalmers

18. David Murray 43. James Cockburn(i)

19. David Porteous 44. James Cockburn(ii)
20. David Spotswood 45. James Dalzel

21. Dewar Masterton 46. James Ferguson

22. Francis Gray 47. James Fraser
23. Francis Montgomery 48. James Haldane
24. Francis Wemyss(i) 49. James Hamilton
25. Francis Wemyss(ii) 50. James Inglis
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1780 (March 8th) (continued)

51. James Jolly 77. Thomas Elliot
52. James Moir 78. Thomas Fyars
53. James Thomson 79. Thomas Kerr
54. John Drummond 80. Thomas Shien
55. John Eiston 81. Walter Anderson
56. John Buchan Hepburn 82. Walter Boyd
57. John Little 83. Walter Johnston
58. John McCain 84. William Elliot
59. John McFarlan 85. William Hamilton
60. John Maxwell 86. William Hay
61. John Moubray •00 William Laurie
62. John Ross 88. William Maxwell
63. John Shien 89. William Miller
64. John Stuart 90. William Moffat
65. John Watt 91. William Scott Montcrief
66. John Young 92. William Morrison
67, Lewis Grant 93. William Noble
68. Malcolm Brown 94. William Scott
69. Mungo Ponton 95. William Wilson
70. Patrick Stuart

71. Robert Gibson

72. Robert Hamilton

73. Robert Innés

74. Robert Gordon Munro
75. Robert Wood

76. Samuel Williamson
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1781 (March 7th)

95 Boys

1. Alexander Anstruther 26. George Bathgate
2. Alexander Callender 27. George Brown

3. Alexander Gibson 28. George Fraser

4. Alexander Grant 29. George Grinlay

5. Alexander Home 30. Gilbert Hutcheson

6. Alexander Mckenzie •HCO Gilbert Sandie

7. Alexander Miller 32. Henry Johnston

8. Alexander Mundel 33. Henry Grieve

9. Alexander Ritchie 34. Holl.? Mckenzie

10. Alexander Scooler 35. Hugh Campbell

11. Allan Lawson 36. Hugh Miller

12. Andrew Dundass 37. Hugh Stuart

13. Arthur Forrest 38. Israel Craig

14. Charles Bremner 39. James Brown

15. Charles Grant 40. James Burn

16. Charles Kerr 41. James Chalmer

17. Charles Laing 42. James Glen

18. Charles Ross 43. James Gordon

19. Charles Townsend 44. James Haldane

20. Colin McKenzie 45. James Ingram

21. David Murray 46. James Jolly

22. David Robertson 47. James Maclean

23. David Wilson 48. James McFArlan
24. Francis Gray 49. James Maqueen

25. Francis Montgomery 50. James Salisbury
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1781 (March 7th) (continued)

51. James Walker 77. Thomas Fleming
52. John Caddell 78. Thomas F ortune
53. John Dudgeon 79. Thomas Fyars
54. John Buchan Hepburn 80. Thomas Kerr
55. John Little 81. Walter Anderson
56. John Mckintyre 82. Walter Boyd
57. John Maxwell 83. William Cochran
58. John Moubray 84. William Freer
59. John Rutherford 85. William Gibson
60. John Sangster 86. William Gillespie
61. John Scott 87. William Hutcheson
62. John Walker? 88. William Jamieson
63. John Watt 89. William Laurie
64. Joseph Msreadie 90. William MeFarlan
65. Lord Errol 91. William Maxwell
66. Mark Watt 92. William Moffat
67. Patrick Hutchison 93. William Scott Moncrief
68. Patrick McNab 94. William Morrison
69. Patrick Miller 95. William Wilson
70. Patrick Stuart

71. Richard Bannatine

72. Robert Armstrong

73. Robert Fleming

74. Robert Watson

75. Rodger Ayton

76. Samuel Borthwick
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1782 (March)

106 Boys

1. Alexander Cockburn 26. David Finlay
2. Alexander Douglass 27. David Finlayson
3. Alexander Gibson 28. David Monypenny?
4. Alexander Grant 29. David Ramsay
5. Alexander Mckenzie 30. David Rutherford

6. Alexander Miller 31. David Strahan

7. Alexander Nisbet 32. Earl of Strathmore

8. Alexander Rattray 33. Francis Monypenny?
9. Alexander Smith 34. George Campbell

10. Alexander Thomson 35. George Mackay

11. Andrew Dundass 36. George McLaurin
12. Archibald Campbell 37. George Scott

13. Archibald Laurie 38. Glasford Chalmers

14. Arthur Forrest 39. Graham Spens

15. Charles Grant 40. James Buchan

16. Charles Hunter 41. James Clydsdale
17. Charles Ross 42. James Forrest

18. Claud Russell 43. James Gardner

19. Colin Mckenzie 44. James Gibson
20. Colin McLaurin 45. James Glen

21. Crawford Young 46. James Hog

22. David Baird 47. James Hope
23. David Brown 48. James Kerr
24. David Cunningham 49. James Lamond
25. David Douglass 50. James McFarlan



MR ADAM»S CLASS, 1782 (March) (continued)

51. James Macqueen 77. Robert Baird
52. James Mündel 78. Robert Cunningham
53. James Murray 79. Robert Dundass
54. James Mutter 80. Robert Ferguson
55. James Ramsay 81. Robert Kerr
56. James Salisbury 82. Robert Stewart
57. James Trotter 83. Samuel Borthwick
58. James Walker 84. Sommerville Wilson
59. James Wauchope 85. Thomas Archibald
60. John Bennet 86. Thomas Clerk
61. John Fell 87. Thomas Finlay
62. John Hunter 88. Thomas Fortune
63. John Irving 89. Thomas Law
64. John Nisbet (Sir) 90. Thomas Packenham Vandeleur
65. John Paisly 91. Walter Scott
66. John Ramsay 92. William Cochran
67. John Rutherford 93. William Fleming
68. John Smith 94. William Freer
69. John Tweedie 95. William Fullerton
70. John Walker 96. William Gordon
71. Joseph Macreadie 97. William Hamilton
72. Mark Watt 98. William Henderson
73. Nicol Allan 99. William Hutcheson
74. Patrick Ayton 100. William Innes
75. Patrick Henderson 101. William Jamieson
76. Quinton? McAdam 102. William McFarlan
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MR ADAM’S CLASS, 1782 (March)

103. William Mcharg

104. William Trotter
105. William Young

(continued)

106. Young Trotter
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THE HECTOR'S CLASS, 1783

124 Boys

1. Adam Ferguson 27. David Erskine
2. Alexander Anderson 28. David Falconer
3. Alexander Brodie 29. David Finlayson
4. Alexander Buchanan 30. David Lind
5. Alexander Cleghorn 31. David Monypenny
6. Alexander Colvil 32. David Paterson
7. Alexander Lockhart 33. David Ramsay
8. Alexander Mckenzie 34. Duncan Shane
9. Alexander Nisbet 35. Duncan Spotswood
10. Alexander Pearson 36. Edward Burkitt
11. Alexander Ponton 37. Edward Lothian
12. Alexander Sealy 38. Edwin Gardner
13. Alexander Steel 39. Francis Monypenny
14. Andrew Haig 40. George Campbell
15. Archibald Campbell 41. George Hay
16. Arthur Mutter 42. George Hunter
17. Burnet Bruce 43. George Lawson
18. Charles Hunter 44. George Mackay
19. Charles Whiteford 45. George McLaurine
20. Claud Russel 46. George Ramsay
21. Colin McLaurine 47. George Stewart
22. Daniel Murray 48. Glasford Chalmer
23. David Baird 49. Hew Crawford
24. David Brown 50. James Buchan
25. David Cossar? 51. James Clark
26. David Douglass 52. James Clunie
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1783 (continued)

53. James Clydsdale 80. Lord Ramsay

54. James Dundass 81. Matthew Fortune

55. James Edmonston 82. Montcrief Threpland

56. James Hope 83. Patrick Ayton

57. James Kerr 84. Patrick Hume

58. James Lamond 85. Patrick Mackay

59. James Mckell 86. Patrick Maxwell

60. James Murray 87. Quinton McAdam

61. James Ramsay 88. Robert Baird

62. James Roberts 89. Robert Dundass

63. James Wauchope 90. Robert Ferguson

64. John Bateman 91. Robert Garioch

65. John Fell 92. Robert Hay

66. John Fordyce 93. Robert Keltie

67. John Fortune 94. Robert Kerr

68. John Graham 95. Robert Sootie

69. John Gray 96. Robert Strong

70. John Hunter 97. Robert Stuart

71. John Irving 98. Ronald Ferguson

72. John Lorrain 99. Thomas Clark

73. John Moir 100. Thomas Gloag

74. John Nimmo 101. Thomas Lawson

75. John Nisbet 102. Thomas Stuart

76. John Orr 103. Walter Moir
77. John Ramsay 104. Walter Scott
78. Josiah Lindsay 105. William Anderson
79. Lord Dunglass 106. William Brown



377

THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1783

107. William Cossar

108. William Daneson
109. William Erskine

110. William Fullerton

111. William Gray

112. William Hamilton

113. William Innes

114. William Lothian

115. William McHarg

116. William Morehead

117. William Moubray

118. William Murdoch

119. William Rae

120. William Ramsay

121. William Sibbald

122. William Taylor

123. William Trotter

124. William Young

(continued)
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MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1784

125 Boys

1. Adam Ferguson 26. Edgar Hunter
2. Alexander Buchanan 27. Edward Lothian
3. Alexander Campbell 28. Edwin Gardner
4. Alexander Cleghorn 29. George Baillie
5. Alexander Colvil 30. George Cleghorn

6. Alexander Fraser 31. George Grierson
7. Alexander Gordon 32. George Haddon
8. Alexander Pearson 33. George Lawson
9. Alexander Steel 34. George Lyon

10. Andrew Cassills 35. George Mckintosh
11. Andrew Fell 36. George Mitchell
12. Archibald Campbell 37. George Ramsay

13. Archibald Gibson 38. George Stewart

14. Arthur Mutter 39. George Walker

15. Baillie Young 40. Gilbert Saltón

16. Burnet Bruce 41. Hugh Crawfurd

17. Charles Oliphant 42. James Clark

18. Charles Parker 43. James Dewar

19. Charles Whiteford 44. James Dundass

•oCM Daniel Murray 45. James Edmonston
21. David Campbell 46. James Elliot
22. David Cossar 47. James Goodwin
23. David Erskine 48. James Innés
24. David Falconer 49. James Lawson
25. David Wauchope 50. James Veitch



MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1784 (continued)

51. John Booker 78. Patrick Campbell
52. John Brash 79. Patrick Fyers
53. John Brown 80. Patrick Home
54. John Cuming 81. Patrick Mackay

55, John Douglass 82. Patrick Maxwell

56. John Elliot 83. Patrick Murray

57. John Elphinston 84. Patrick Russell

58. John Elphinstone 85. Richard Alexander Oswald

59. John Fordyce 86. Robert Campbell

60. John Gilchrist 87. Robert Dalrymple

61. John Grant 88. Robert Hay

62. John Gray 89. Robert Home

63. John McDougald 90. Robert Keltie

64. John Moir 91. Robert Maxwell

65. John Noble 92. Robert Sootie

66. John Sawyers 93. (Robert) Sackville Sutherland

67. John Simpson 94. Robert Swinton

68. John Smith 95. Ronald Ferguson

69. John Stark 96. Thomas Cleghorn

70. John Watson 97. Thomas Dallas

71. Joshua Middleton 98. Thomas Fraser

72. Keith Thomson 99. Thomas Gib

73. Lord Dunglass 100. Thomas Gloag

74. Lord Ramsay 101. Thomas Miller
75. Matthew Fortune 102. Thomas Small
76. Michael Monypenny 103. Walter Moir

77. Montcrief Threpland 104. William Anderson



380

MR ADAM'S CLASS, 1784

105. William Callender
106. William Boyd Carfrae
107. William Carnochan

108. William Dawson

109. William Erskine

110. William Forbes

111. William Gordon

112. William Gray
113. William Haig

114. William Hay

115. William Moubray

116. William Pym
117. William Rae

118. William Ramsay

119. William Robertson

120. William Russell

121. William Sibbald

122. William Simpson

123. William Stevenson

124. William Tennant

125. William Thomson

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1785

118 Boys

1 . Aeneas McLeod 26. Drummond Murray
2. Alexander Balfour 27. Francis Laing
3. Alexander Brunton 28. Francis Stuart
4. Alexander Campbell 29. George Fleming
5. Alexander Dickson 30. George Haldane
6. Alexander Fraser 31. George Irving
7. Alexander Gordon 32. George Lockhart
8. Alexander Greig 33. George Murray
9. Alexander McDonald 34. George Rennie
10. Alexander Mckenzie 35. George Sandie
11. Alexander Wood 36. George Walker
12. Andrew Duncan 37. Hugh Dalrymple
13. Andrew Morison 38. Hugh Duff
14. Antony Murray 39. James Baillie
15. Archibald Campbell 40. James Bathgate
16. Archibald Cooper 41. James Dewar
17. Archibald Gibson 42. James Dunsmuir
18. Archibald Stuart 43. James Ferguson
19. Arthur Strahan 44. James Gordon
20. Charles Anderson 45. James Hay
21. Charles Hepburn 46. James Johnston
22. Charles Parker 47. James Keadie
23. Daniel Ainslie 48. James Lawson
24. David Wauchope 49. James Luke
25. David Gibson 50. James McDonald
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1785 (continued)

51. James Mansfield 78. John Urquhart
52. James Milliken 79. John Watson
53. James Peat(i) 80. John Waugh
54. James Peat(ii) 81. Michael Monypenny
55. James Ramsay 82. Peter Baillie
56. James Veitch 83. Peter Campbell
57. John Armstrong 84. Peter Murray

58. John Hunter Blair 85. Peter Rannie

59. John Brown 86. Peter Russell
60. John Campbell(i) 87. Richard Jennings
61. John Campbell(ii) 88. Richard Alexander Oswald
62. John Cassils 89. Robert Balfour

63. John Cossar 90. Robert Campbell
64. John Cuming 91. Robert Finlay

65. John Douglass 92. Robert Fullerton

66. John Elphinston 93. Robert Home

67. John Erskine 94. Robert Miller

68. John Ferrier 95. Robert Mowbray

69. John Grant 96. Robert Swinton

70. John Hanton 97. Sackville Sutherland
71. John Jennings 98. Thomas Cleghorn
72. John McGrigor 99. Thomas Crichton

73. John Reitt? 100. Thomas Fraser
74. John Sawyers 101. Thomas Miller
75. John Simpson(i) 102. Thomas Peat
76. John Simpson(ii) 103. Thomas Scott
77. John Smith 104. Thomas Simpson



383

THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1785

105. Thomas ;Small

106. William Boyd

107. William Finlayson

108. William Forbes

109. William Lock

110. William Miller(i)

111. William Miller(ii)

112. William Mitchell

113. William Pym

114. William Rennie

115. William Russel

116. William Simpson

117. William Strachan

118. William Sommerville

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1786

143 Boys

1 . Aeneas McLeod 26. Archibald McFarlan

2. Alexander Balfour 27. Arthur Strahan

3. Alexander Bower? 28. Charles Anderson

4. Alexander Brunton 29. Charles Downie

5. Alexander Colden 30. Charles Robertson

6. Alexander Cunningham 31. Charles Rowand

7. Alexander Duncan 32. Charles Sawyers

8. Alexander Fraser 33. Charles Shand

9. Alexander How? 34. Daniel Ainslie

10. Alexander Leech 35. David Campbell

11. Alexander Livingstone 36. David Gordon

12. Alexander Munro 37. David Williamson

13. Alexander Reatt 38. Dougald Little

14. Alexander Sinclair 39. Drummond Murray

15. Alexander Stevenson 40. Erskine Sutherland

16. Alexander Stodart 41. Francis Battie?

17. Alexander Wilson 42. Francis Jeffrey

18. Allan Spotswood 43. Francis Laing

19. Andrew Donald 44. Francis Thomas

20. Andrew Duncan 45. George Campbell

21. Andrew Fraser 46. George Chalmers

22. Andrew Muirson-' 47. George Fraser Haldane

23. Andrew Pearson 48. George How?

24. Andrew Reddie 49. George Innes

25. Archibald Ferrier 50. George Irving
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1786 (continued)

51. George Kinloch 78. James Milliken
52. George Lee 79. James Peat
53. George Logan 80. James Ramsay
54. George Marshal 81. James Watson
55. George Peter 82. James Wilson
56. George Reath 83. John Braimer
57. George Sandie 84. John Campbell

58. Henry Oliphant 85. John Douglass
59. Hugh Dalrymple 86. John Erskine
60. Hugh Watson 87. John Gibson
61. Hugo Arnot 88. John Gloag
62. James Anderson 89. John Johnston
63. James Balfour 90. John Kerr
64. James Ballantyne 91. John Kinloch
65. James Buchanan 92. John Lea

66. James Elliot 93. John Lindsay
67. James Erskine 94. John Nairn
68. James Gibson 95. John Reid

69. James Gordon 96. John Robson
70. James Hay 97. John Tod
71. James Johnston 98. John Tory
72. James Keadie 99. John Waugh
73. James King 100. Johnston Grant(i)
74. James Laing 101. Johnston Grant(ii)
75. James Luke 102. Joseph Ferguson
76. James Lumisden 103. Marton Dalrymple
77. James Mansfield 104. Patrick Anderson
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1786 (continued)

105. Patrick Erskine 131. William Boyd
106. Peter McLaurin 132. William Caddel
107. Robert Balfour 133. William Colquhoun
108. Robert Campbell 134. William Finlay
109. Robert Finlay 135. William Finlayson
110. Robert Fullerton 136. William Hunter
111. Robert Hall 137. William Mitchell
112. Robert Logan 138. William Montgomery
113. Robert Miller 139. William Reid(i)
114. Robert Mowbray 140. William Reid(ii)
115. Robert Pillans 141. William Robson
116. Robert Simpson 142. William Sinclair
117. Robert Strahan 143. William Trotter
118. Robert Wardrope

119. Samuel Irving

120. Thomas Browne

121. Thomas Cairnie

122. Thomas Cunningham

123. Thomas Hardie

124. Thomas Irving

125. Thomas Johnston

126. Thomas Peat

127. Thomas Scott

128. Thomas Simpson

129. Thomas Steel

130. Thomas Tod
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1787 (March)

122 Boys

1. Alexander Bower? 26. Charles Robertson
2. Alexander Colden 27. Charles Rowand

3. Alexander Duncan 28. Charles Sawyers

4. Alexander Finlayson 29. Charles Schetky

5. Alexander Fraser 30. David Ross

6. Alexander How 31. David Smith

7. Alexander Kilgour 32. David Threpland

8. Alexander Livingston 33. David Williamson

9. Alexander Miller 34. Dougald Little

10. Alexander Munro 35. Francis Bathie

11. Alexander Reatt 36. Francis Jeffrey

12. Alexander Sinclair 37. George Buchan

13. Alexander Stevenson 38. George Campbell

14. Alexander Stodart 39. George Cockburn

15. Allan Spotswood 40. George Innés

16. Andrew Burn 41. George Kinlock

17. Andrew Fraser 42. George Marshal

18. Andrew Pearson 43. George Montgomery

19. Archibald McFarlan 44. George Mow?

20. Archibald Montgomery 45. George Peter

21. Archibald Scott 46. George Reatt

22. Balfour Henderson 47. George Tough

23. Charles Broughton 48. George Webb

24. Charles Cunningham 49. Guthrie Cleland

25. Charles Downie 50. Henry Dunont
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1787 (March) (continued)

51. Henry Oliphant 78. John Grant
52. Henry Taylor 79. John Hay

53. Hugh Watson 80. John Johnston

54. Hugo Arnot 81. John Kerr

55. James Anderson 82. John Kinloch

56. James Balfour(i) 83. John Lea

57. James Balfour(ii) 84. John Scott Lindsay

58. James Buchanan 85. John Montcur

59. James Elliot 86. John Nicol

60. James Erskine 87. John Robertson

61. James Hamilton 88. John Robson

62. James Laing 89. John Steuart

63. James Loch 90. John Tod

64. James Lumisden 91. John Walker

65. James Marshal 92. Johnston Grant

66. James Pillans 93. Lord Blantire

67. James Robertson 94. Lorn Ferrier

68. James Ross 95. Marton Dalrymple

69. James Smollet 96. Patrick Anderson

70. James Watson 97. Patrick Grant

71. John Auchterlony 98. Patrick Stuart

72. John Cockburn 99. Robert Alison

73. John Cowan 100. Robert Hall

74. John Dove 101. Robert Pillans

75. John Fairbairn 102. Samuel Cunningham

76. John Gibson 103. Samuel Irving

77. John Gloag 104. Thomas Cleghorn
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1787 (March)

105. Thomas Dixon

106. Thomas Gibson(i)
107. Thomas Gibson(ii)

108. Thomas Henderson

109. Thomas Irving

110. Thomas Johnston

111. Thomas Keadie

112. Thomas Scot

113. Thomas Tod

114. William Caddel

115. William Cathcart

116. William Erskine

117. William Finlay

118. William Montgomery

119. William Reid

120. william Robson

121. William Ross

122. William Trelss?

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1788

106 Boys

1. Alexander Cowan 26. George Ainslie
2. Alexander Gillespie 27. George Cadell

3. Alexander Kellie 28. George Duncan

4. Alexander McDonell 29. George William Fraser

5. Alexander Oliphant 30. George Lauder

6. Alexis Greig 31. George McCulloch

7. Andrew Burn 32. George Montgomery

8. Archibald Bell 33. George Ross

9. Archibald Montgomery 34. George Wright

10. Augustus Simon Fraser 35. Gideon Cranston

11. Balfour Henderson 36. Hector Aitken

12. Charles Broughton 37. Henry Home

13. Charles Cunningham 38. Hugh James

14. Charles Dalrymple 39. James Ayton

15. Charles Ritchie 40. James Balfour

16. Charles Schetky 41. James Bower

17. Charles Young 42. James Colquhoun

18. Daniel Miller 43. James Dickson

19. David Johnston 44. James Forrest

20. David Monro 45. James Johnston

21. David Smith 46. James Mckain

22. Dugald Masterton 47. James Maitland

23. Duncan Forbes 48. James Marshal
24. Ebenezer Miller 49. James Montcrieffe
25. Edward Marjoribanks 50. James Murray
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1788 (continued)

51. James Newbigging 77. John Steuart
52. James Pillans 78. John Wilson
53. James Rammage 79. Joseph McLaren
54. James Robertson 80. Joseph Strong
55. James Ross 81. Lewis McDonell
56. James Skene 82. Peter Grant
57. James Smollet 83. Peter Hunter
58. John Bell 84. Robert Barclay
59. John Carmichael 85. Robert Keith Dick
60. John Cheyne 86. Robert Fyffe
61. John Cochran 87. Robert Kirkwood
62. John Dove 88. Robert Montgomery
63. John Duncan 89. Robert Pym
64. John Fullerton 90. Stuart Inglis
65. John Grant 91. Stuart Marjoribanks
66. John Hay(i) 92. Thomas Cleghorn
67. John Hay(ii) 93. Thomas Dixon
68. John Home 94. Thomas Gibson(i)
69. John Johnston 95. Thomas Gibson(ii)
70. John Scott Lindsay 96. Thomas Gray
71. John McCulloch 97. Thomas Henderson
72. John Mckenzie 98. Thomas Mclver
73. John Monteur 99. William Archibald Caddel
74. John Montgomery 100. William Cathcart
75. John Ramsay 101. William Dickson
76. John Sprott? 102. William Edington
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THE RECTOR’S CLASS, 1788

103. William John Erskine
104. William James
105. William Montcreiffe
106. William Rose

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1789

115 Boys

1. Adam Duff 26. Ebenezer Miller
2. Alexander Campbell 27. Fletcher Read

3. Alexander Cowan 28. George Ainslie

4. Alexander Gillespie 29. George Bell

5. Alexander Glen 30. George Cadell

6. Alexander Gordon 31. George Duncan

7. Alexander Johnston 32. George William Fraser

8. Alexander Kellie 33. George Lauder

9. Andrew Ramsay 34. George Morton

10. Archibald Bell 35. George Murray

11. Archibald Robertson 36. George Ross

12. Augustus Simon Fraser 37. George Wishart

13. Basil Alves 38. George Wright

14. Charles Bell 39. Gideon Cranston

15. Charles Berry 40. Henry Grieve

16. Charles Walker 41. Henry Home

17. Charles Wilson 42. James Bower

18. Cosmo Gordon 43. James Burnet

19. David Johnston 44. James Colquhoun

20. David Munro 45. James Cunningham

21. David Simpson 46. James Dickson

22. David Smith 47. James Johnston
23. David Watson 48. James Murray
24. Dugald McDougald 49. James Rennie
25. Edward Marjoribanks 50. James Rose
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THE RECTOR’S CLASS, 1789 (continued)

51. James Skene 77. John Steuart
52. James Stuart 78. John Stewart
53. James Tait 79. John Swinton
54. James Taylor 80. John Thomson

55. John Anderson 81. John Wilson(i)

56. John Bathgate 82. John Wilson(ii)
57. John Bell 83. Joseph Strong

58. John Cameron 84. Kenneth Mckenzie

59. John Campbell(i) 85. Leonard Seton
60. John Campbell(ii) 86. Peter Ramsay

61. John Cheyne 87. Peter Walker

62. John Cochran 88. Peter Wishart

63. John Cuming 89. Robert Baron

64. John Cunningham 90. Robert Cathcart

65. John Dickson 91. Robert Davidson

66. John Duncan 92. Robert Fyffe

67. John Forbes 93. Robert McGrigor

68. John Fyffe 94. Robert Mckenzie

69. John Graham 95. Robert Montgomery

70. John Hay 96. Robert Smith

71. John Home 97. Robert Stuart

72. John Jeffrey 98. Robert Young

73. John Johnston 99. Simon Fraser
74. John Ramsay 100. Stuart Marjoribanks
75. John Sharp 101. Thomas Gibson
76. John Sprott 102. Thomas Hart



THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1789 (continued)

103. Thomas Innés

104. Thomas Kerr

105. Thomas Mclver

106. Thomas Sharp

107. Thomas Wood

108. Walker Irland

109. William Archibald Campbell

110. William Edington

111. William Jo. Erskine

112. William McDugald

113. William Robertson

114. William Smith

115. William Stevenson
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1790

115 Boys

1. Adam Neil 27. David Watson
2. Alexander Baron 28. David Willison
3. Alexander Campbell 29. Ebenezer Gardner
4. Alexander Glen 30. Frederick Maitland
5. Alexander Gordon(i) 31. George Home
6. Alexander Gordon(ii) 32. George Lindsay

7. Alexander Hamilton 33. George Suttie

8. Alexander Johnston 34. George Wishart
9. Alexander McDonald 35. Gordon Donaldson
10. Alexander Maconochie 36. Henry Peter Brougham

11. Alexander Monypenny 37. Henry McKenzie

12. Alexander Oswald 38. Henry Montcreiffe
13. Angus Montcur 39. Henry Ramsay

14. Andrew Hunter 40. Houston Wilson

15. Andrew Lesly 41. Hugh Dalrymple

16. Andrew Ramsay 42. Jacob Williamson

17. Andrew Steven 43. James Abercromby

18. Andrew Watson 44. James Bruce

19. Archibald Welsh 45. James Cochran

20. Charles Wilson 46. James Duff

21. Colquhoun Grant 47. James Finlay

22. Cosmo Gordon 48. James Fraser

23. David Cleghorn 49. James Keay
24. David O'Flaherty 50. James Meickle
25. David Ross 51. James Ogilvy
26. David Simpson 52. James Reddie
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1790 (continued)

53. James Robertson 80. Joseph Muter
54. James Saunders 81. Kenneth Mckenzie
55. James Smyth 82. Leonard Seton

56. James Taylor 83. Lewis Balfour

57. James Whitefoord 84. Lewis Mckenzie

58. James Williamson 85. Niel McVicar

59. James Wishart 86. Norman Hill

60. John Anderson 87. Peter Ramsay

61. John Balfour 88. Peter Reid

62. John Campbell(i) 89. Peter Ross

63. John Campbell(ii) 90. Peter Walker

64. John Crawfurd 91. Peter Wishart

65. John Cuming 92. Robert Baron

66. John Cunningham 93. Robert Davidson

67. John Forbes 94. Robert Handyside

68. John Galloway 95. Robert Patullo

69. John Jeffrey 96. Robert Smith(i)

70. John Mckenzie 97. Robert Smith(ii)

71. John Moffat 98. Robert Smythe

72. John Murray 99. Robert Wight

•COC-' John Napier 100. Swinton McLeod
74. John Ramsay 101. Thomas Innes

75. John Ridell 102. Thomas Kerr

76. John Robinson 103. Thomas Lothian
77. John Ross 104. Thomas Riddell
78. John Swinton 105. Thomas Ridell
79. John Thomson 106. Thomas Sharp
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THE RECTOR’S CLASS, 1790

107. Thomas Wood
108. Walter Campbell
109. Walter Irland

110. Walter Scott
111. William Lesly

112. William Robertson

113. William Stevenson

114. William Fraser Tytler

(continued)

115 William Waterston
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THE RECTOR’S CLASS, 1791

72 Boys

1 . Adam Niel 27. Hew Stewart
2. Alexander Baron 28. Jacob Williamson
3. Alexander Fraser 29. James Abercromby
4. Alexander Gordon 30. James Bruce(i)
5. Alexander Maconochie 31. James Bruce(ii)
6. Alexander Monypenny 32. James Fraser
7. Alexander Robertson 33. James Hunter
8. Alexander Tennent 34. James Keay
9. Andrew Watson 35. James Menzies
10. Andrew Wilson 36. James Ogilvy
11. Archibald Campbell 37. James Pillans
12. Archibald Douglass 38. James Smyth
13. Archibald McDowal 39. James Wishart
14. Archibald Welsh 40. James Young
15. Daniel Livingston 41. John Baird
16. David Ross 42. John Brown
17. David Scott 43. John Cameron

•00 »—1 David Simpson 44. John Hutchison
19. Edmund Butterworth 45. John McVicar
20. Francis Balfour 46. John Menzies

•iHCM Francis Home 47. John Moffat
22. Francis Horner 48. John Napier
23. Francis Napier 49. John Riddell
24. Frederick Maitland 50. John Sinclair
25. George Maitland 51. John Taylor
26. Henry Mckenzie 52. Lewis Balfour
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1791

53. Lewis Mckenzie

54. Mountstuart Elphinston
55. Niel Menzies

56. Peter Colquhoun
57. Robert Boyd

58. Robert Smith

59. Robert Smyth

60. Robert Stevenson

61. Robert Wight

62. Steven Carmichael

63. Thomas Currie

64. Thomas Lothian

65. Thomas Miller

66. Thomas Ride11

67. William Foga?(Foggo)

68. William Fullerton

69. William Parkinson

70. William Peat

71. William Fraser Tytler

72. William Waterston .

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1792

112 Boys

1. Alexander Cadell 27. Colin McDonald

2. Alexander Campbell 28. Colin Young

3. Alexander Chancellor 29. Cosmo Orme

4. Alexander Duncan(i) 30. Daniel Livingstone

5. Alexander Duncan(ii) 31. David Hunter Blair

6. Alexander Haldane Duncan 32. David Forrester

7. Alexander Innes 33. David Niven

8. Alexander Kieth 34. David Taylor

9. Alexander Lamond 35. David Wardrope

10. Alexander Robertson 36. Douglas McMurdie

11. Alexander Ross 37. Francis Home

12. Alexander Scott 38. Francis Horner

13. Alexander Sliven? 39. Francis Napier

14. Alexander Bonar Turnbull 40. George Knight

15. Alexander Veitch 41. George Mckenzie

16. Alexander Wardrope 42. George Maitland

17. Andrew Wilson 43. George Oswald

18. Archibald Bertram 44. George Saunders

19. Archibald Campbell 45. George Waterston

20. Archibald Knox 46. George Williamson

21. Archibald McDowal 47. Gilbert Ogilvy

22. Archibald Tory 48. Gregory Mckenzie

23. Charles Hay 49. Henry Cockburn

24. Charles Hope 50. Hew Steuart

25. Charles Lockhart 51. Hugh Veitch

26. Charles Salter 52. James Hunter Blair
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1792 (continued)

53. James Bremner 80. John Taylor
54. James Buchanan 81. Lewis Ferrier
55. James Cadell 82. Neil Menzies
56. James Ferguson 83.

*

Patrick Honyman
57. James Kier 84. Peter Borthwick
58. James Mckenzie 85. Peter Colquhoun

59. James Menzies 86. Peter Hamilton

60. James Pillans 87. Peter Stewart

61. James Somerville 88. Robert Campbell
62. James Fraser Tytler 89. Robert McDonald

63. James Young 90. Robert Mckonochie

64. John Alves 91. Robert Menzies

65. John Baird 92. Robert Stevenson

66. John Brown 93. Ronald McDonald

67. John Cameron(i) 94. Ross Gillespie

68. John Cameron(ii) 95. Samuel Hay

69. John Carnegie 96. Steven Carmichael

70. John Dalrymple 97. Thomas Allan

71. John Gordon 98. Thomas Currie

72. John Hunter 99. Thomas Dickson

73. John Hutcheson 100. Thomas Hunter

74. John Learmonth 101. Thomas Russell

75. John McVicar 102. Thomas Spence

76. John Menzies 103. Thomas Young
77. John Ross 104. Walter Jollie?
78. John Russell 105. William Boswell
79. John Sinclair 106. William Douglas
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THE

107.

108.
109.
110. 
111. 
112.

RECTOR'S CLASS, 1792

William Fullarton 
William Knox 
William Laurence 
William Lockhart 

William McDonald 
William Peat

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1793

95 Boys

1. Adair Craigie 27. Francis Walker
2. Aitken Megget 28. George Mckenzie
3. Alexander Boswell 29. George McVicar
4. Alexander Cadell 30. George Oswald
5. Alexander Campbell 31. George Paterson
6. Alexander Chancellor 32. George Saunders
7. Alexander Duncan 33. George Williamson
8. Alexander Haldane Duncan 34. Gilbert Ogilvy
9. Alexander Innes 35. Gregory Mckenzie
10. Alexander Kieth 36. Henry Cockburn

11. Alexander Maxwell 37. Henry Gibson

12. Alexander Scott 38. Henry Young
13. Alexander Veitch 39. Hugh Veitch

14. Andrew Adams 40. James Hunter Blair

15. Andrew Clepane? 41. James Bremner

16. Archibald Bertram 42. James Brougham

17. Archibald McGachan 43. James Cadell

18. Charles Buchan 44. James Ferguson

19. Charles W. Craigie 45. James Forrest
20. Charles Hope 46. James Fullarton
21. Charles Mckenzie 47. James Hanscome
22. Colin Young 48. James Kier

23. Cosmo Orme 49. James Leslie
24. David Hunter Blair 50. James Loch
25. David Home 51. James Mckenzie
26. David Wardrop 52. James Fraser Tytler
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THE

53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

58.
59.

60. 

61. 
62.

63.
64.

65.
66 .

67.

68.
69.
70.

71.

72.

73.
74.

75.
76.
77.
78.

RECTOR'S CLASS, 1793 (continued)

John Balmain 79. Thomas Hunter
John Carnegie •ooo Thomas Leslie
John Cuming 81. Thomas Ranken
John Dalrymple 82. Thomas Russel
John Gordon(i) 83. Thomas Young
John Gordon(ii) 84. Walter Jollie
John Hunter 85. William Boyd
John Leven 86. William Brown
John McDougald 87. William Douglas
John Reid 88. William Innes
John Russell 89. William Little
John Waterstone 90. William McDonald
Joseph Buchan 91. William Mckenzie
Lewis Ferrier 92. William Maxwell
Peter Borthwick 93. William Anglin Scarlett
Peter Hamilton 94. William Taylor
Peter Honeyman 95. William Thomson
Peter Raeburn 

Peter Stewart 

Richard McDonald 

Richard Mckenzie 
Robert Maconochie 

Robert Young 

Samuel Hay 
Thomas Allan
Thomas Dickson
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1794 (March)

89 Boya

1. Adair Craigie 27. Frederick Campbell
2. Adam Ross 28. George McVicar
3. Alexander Douglas 29. George Montcreiffe
4. Alexander Learmonth 30. George Swinton
5. Alexander Meldrum 31. Hall Cooper
6. Alexander Neilson 32. Henry Gibson
7. Alexander Stewart 33. Henry Erskine Somerville
8. Andrew Brown 34. Hugh Dalrymple
9. Andrew Clepane 35. Hugh Telfer
10. Andrew Laurie 36. Hyndford Gibson

11. Archibald Wishart 37. James Aikman
12. Charles Buchan 38. James Baillie
13. Charles Craigie 39. James Forrest
14. Charles Hanyarn? 40. James Fullarton
15. Charles Mckenzie 41. .James Greig
16. Charles Richardson 42. James Hamilton
17. Charles Ross 43. James Leslie
18. Daniel Cameron 44. James Lindsay
19. Daniel Vere? 45. James Loch
20. Daniel Wright 46. James Simpson
21. David Carnegie 47. James Wardrop
22. David Home 48. James Wilkie
23. Fletcher Morton Balmain 49. John Balmain
24. Francis Black 50. John Brown
25. Francis Walker 51. John Chalmers
26. Francis Witts 52. John Gordon



THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1794 (March) (continued)

53. John Leven 79. William Baillie
54. John Morton 80. William Erskine
55. John Reid 81. William Hamilton
56. John Saunders 82. William Mckenzie
57. John Simpson 83. William Martin
58. John Smith 84. William Menzies
59. John Stark 85. William Monypenny

60. John Stevenson 86. William Oliver

61. John Wauchope 87. William Taylor
62. John Wishart 88. William Wauchope
63. Lewis Grant 89. William Wood
64. Martin Lindsay
65. Michael Rollo
66. Norman Lamond
67. Peter Brougham

68. Peter McFarlan

69. Peter Raeburn

70. Robert Cockburn

71. Robert McGachan

72. Robert Pringle
73. Robert Riddell
74. Robert Taylor

75. Robert Young
76. Thomas Frair?
77. Thomas David Steuart

78. Thomas Wilson
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1795 (March)

53 Boys

1. Alexander Cameron 27. John Cameron 53. William Wbod
2. Alexander Gardner 28. John Campbell

3. Andrew Geddes 29. John Chalmers

4. Andrew Laurie 30. John Horner

5. Archibald Caverhill 31. John Moir?

6. ARchibald Wishart 32. John Russel

7. Charles Richardson 33. John Saunders

8. Daniel Wright 34. John Simpson

9. David Carnegie 35. John Wishart

10. David Hunter 36. Martin Lindsay

11. David Ogilvie 37. Mead Home Daniel?

12. David Oliphant 38. Peter Brougham

13. David Wilson 39. Robert Allan

14. Fletcher Balmain 40. Robert Ewan

15. Francis Witts 41. Robert Pringle

16. George Montcreiffe 42. Thomas Grant

17. Hugh Dalrymple 43. Thomas David Steuart

18. Hyndford Gibson 44. William Baillie

19. James Baillie 45. William Balfour

20. James Borthwick 46. William Caverhill

21. James Duff 47. William Gray

22. James Lindsay 48. William Martin

23. James Pender 49. William Monypenny

24. James Spalding 50. William Oliver

25. James Sprott 51. William Robinson

26. James Wardrop 52. William Scott
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1796

89 Boys

1. Adam Black 27. George Orchardton?
2. Adam Stark 28. George Tait
3. Alexander Aikman 29. George Wauchope

4. Alexander Cameron 30. George Wyld

5. Alexander Dunsmuir 31. Henry Drummond Home
6. Alexander Lamont 32. Henry Lundie

7. Alexander Robertson 33. Henry Paterson

8. Alexander Smith 34. Hugh Mckenzie

9. Alexander Stuart 35. Hugh Pi Hans

10. Andrew Anderson 36. Hugh Rollo

11. Andrew Geddes 37. James Adam

12. Andrew Young 38. James Allan

13. Archibald Jerdon? Caverhill 39. James Barclay

14. Charles Duncan 40. James Borthwick

15. Charles Plenderleith 41. James Duff

16. Charles Stewart 42. James Forsyth

17. David Buchan 43. James Greenfield

18. David Orme Kier 44. James Haldane

19. Duncan George Forbes 45. James Keith

20. Francis Cameron 46. James Macfarquhar

21. Francis Shand 47. John Aire

22. George Ainslie 48. John Campbell

23. George Bisset 49. John Gibson
24. George Carnegie 50. John Horner
25. George Haldane 51. John Inglis(i)

26. George Montgomery 52. John Inglis(ii)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1796 (continued)

53. John Lamont 79. Thomas Smith
54. John Mackenzie 80. William Balfour

55. John McGachan 81. William Caverhill
56. John Naesmyth 82. William Hunter
57. John Plenderleith 83. William Kerr

58. John Quillian 84. William Lesly

59. John Ross 85. William Macdonald

60. John Walker 86. William Shand

61. John Williamson 87. William Spotswood
62. Joseph Johnston 88. William Turnbull

63. Michael Ridell 89. William Tytler

64. Peter Calder

65. Peter Gibson

66. Peter Miller

67. Robert Allan

68. Robert Barrowman

69. Robert Cassils

70. Robert Graeme

71. Robert Haggerston

72. Robert Ross

73. Robert Simpson

74. Robert Tulloch

75. Sinclair Mackenzie

76. Thomas Hunter Blair

77. Thomas Erskine

78 Thomas Jollie
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1797 (March)

102 Boys

1. Adam Black 27. Gilbert Waugh
2. Alexander Aikman 28. Henry Drummond Home
3. Alexander Burnet 29. Henry Paterson
4. Alexander Duff 30. Henry Raeburn
5. Alexander Lamont 31. Hugh Mackenzie
6. Alexander Richard 32. Hugh Rollo

7. Alexander Smith 33. James Campbell

8. Alexander Stuart 34. James Fairholme

9. Andrew Anderson 35. James Jos. Gordon
10. Andrew Maqueen 36. James Hamilton

11. Charles Robinson 37. James Howden

12. Christopher Cameron 38. James Kieth

13. David Buchan 39. James Lindsay

14. David Goodsir? 40. James Paterson

15. David Orme Kier 41. James Swinton

16. David Maclaggan 42. James Wood

17. David Wallace 43. James Wright

18. George Ainslie 44. John Belshes?

19. George Bisset 45. John Brougham

20. George Gardner 46. John Campbell

21. George Gordon 47. John Cannan

22. George Ramsay 48. John Colquhoun

23. George Tait 49. John Inglis(i)
24. George Taylor 50. John Inglis(ii)
25. George Watson 51. John Inglis(iii)
26. George Wauchope 52. J ohn Lamont
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1797 (March) (continued)

53. John Latimer 80. Thomas Jollie
54. John Maclean 81. T homas Pender

55. John Mitchel 82. Thomas Rutherfurd
56. John Pringle 83. Thomas Smith

57. John Richard 84. Thomas Walker

58. John Rockhead 85. Thomas Wright

59. John Ross 86. William Bell(i)

60. John Walker 87. William Bell(ii)

61. Matthew Stewart 88. William Campbell

62. Michael Ridell 89. William Davidson

63. Patrick Gordon 90. William Douglas

64. Richard Greig 91. William Greig

65. Robert Duncan 92. William Grieve

66. Robert Graeme 93. William Hendrie

67. Robert Ross 94. William Hunter

68. Robert Simpson 95. William Lesly

69. Robert Steele 96. William Macdonald

70. Robert Tulloch 97. William Macdowal

71. Roger Duff 98. William Miller

72. Russell Martin 99. William Paterson

73. Sutherland Mackenzie 100. William Robertson
74. Thomas Bruce 101. William Scott

75. Thomas Burnet 102. William Steuart

76. Thomas Lauder Dick

77. Thomas Erskine

78. Thomas Greig

79. Thomas Haggard



413
THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1798 (March 2nd)

1.
125 Boys 
Abram Comb 27.

2. Alexander Brown 28.

3. Alexander Burnet 29.

4. Alexander Duff 30.

5. Alexander Fraser 31.

6. Alexander Gillies 32.

7. Alexander Shiells 33.

8. Andrew Dryburgh 34.

9. Andrew Marshal 35.

10. Andrew Wilson 36.

11. Archibald McLea 37.

12. Benjamin Bartlet 38.

13. Charles Cheyne 39.

14. Charles Christie 40.

15. Charles Napier 41.

16. Charles Robinson 42.

17. Charles Tawse 43.

18. David Kilgour 44.

19. David Maclaggan 45.

20. Francis Hamilton 46.

21. George Cotton 47.

22. George Dempster 48.

23. George Gardner 49.

24. George Gordon 50.

25. George Laurie 51.

26. George Spotswood 52.

George Stewart 
George Taylor 
George Wills 
George Wilson 
Henry Davidson 
Henry Dufresne 
Henry Duncan 
Henry Hardy 
Henry Raeburn 
Hugh Robinson 
James Brunton 
James Campbell 
James Cannan 
James Chalmers 
James Christie 
James Deans 
James Forbes 
James Jos. Gordon 
James Latimer 
James Milne 
James Swan 
James Swinton 
James Syme 
James Thomson 
James Wood 
John Ayton
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1798 (March 2nd) (continued)

53. John Belshes 80. Matthew Stewart
54. John Boswell 81. Peter Alston

55. John Stewart Bremner 82. Peter Gordon

56. John Brougham 83. Peter Martin

57. John Broughton 84. Peter Young

58. John Cannan 85. Richard Greig

59. John Cockburn(i) 86. Robert Brown

60. John Cockburn(ii) 87. Robert Duncan

61. John Colquhoun 88. Robert Fenwick

62. John Comb 89. Robert Howden

63. John Haig 90. Robert Hunter

64. John Hepburn 91. Robert Moir

65. John Inglis 92. Robert Rollo

66. John Laurence 93. Robert Spens

67. John Paterson 94. Robert Steele

68. John Patison 95. Roger Duff

69. John Pitcairn 96. Russell Martin

70. John Roebuck 97. Sutherland Mackenzie

71. John Smith 98. Thomas Bruce

72. John Stuart 99. Thomas Burnet

73. John Tait 100. Thomas Murray

74. John Urquhart 101. Thomas Roebuck

75. John Veitch 102. Thomas Rutherfurd

76. John White 103. Thomas Sivewright

77. John Wood 104. Thomas Tweedie

78. Leonard Horner 105. Thomas Walker

79. Lord Maitland 106. Thomas Wright
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THE

107

108
109.
110. 
111. 
112.

113.

114.

115.
116.
117.

118.
119.
120. 
121. 
122.
123.
124.

125.

RECTOR'S CLASS, 1798 (March 2nd)

Walter Sharp 

William Bell 
William Duncan 

William Gillespie 
William Greig 

William Grieve 
William Hardy 

William Hendrie 

William Hunter 
William Loch 

William Macdowal 
William Miller 

William Robertson(i) 
William Robertson(ii) 

William Robertson(iii) 

William Stewart 

William Temple 

William Sinclair Wemyss 

William Wyld

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1799 (March 5th)

91 Boys

1 . Abram Comb 26. Henry Morrison
2. Alexander Duncan 27. Hugh Macdonald
3. Alexander Gillies 28. James Brunton
4. Alexander Hossack? 29. James Cannan
5. Alexander Kerr 30. James Chrystie
6. Alexander Walker 31. James Latimer
7. Andrew Adair 32. James Mackenzie
8. Andrew Lang 33. James Milne
9. Andrew Walker 34. James Shaw
10. Archibald Christie 35. James Syme
11. Archibald Patullo 36. James Wright(Sen)
12. Charles Chrystie 37. James Wright(Jun)
13. Charles Esplin 38. J ohn Ayton
14. Charles Moir 39. John Bell
15. Charles Tawse 40. John Boswell
16. David Baxter 41. John Stewart Bremner
17. David Sibbald 42. John Campbell
18. Edward Fraser 43. John Cockburn
19. George Burnet 44. John Haig
20. George Gordon 45. John Kilpatrick
21. George Spotswood 46. John Kirkwood
22. George Stewart 47. John Lockhart
23. Henry Hunter Blair 48. John Pitcairn(Sen.)
24. Henry Davidson 49. John Pitcairn(Jun.)
25. Henry Dufresne 50. John Roebuck
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1799 (March 5th) (continued)

51. John Urquhart 78. Thomas Tweedie
52. John Smith 79. Walker Anderson
53. John Spence 80. Walter Cosser
54. John Stuart 81. Walter Glen
55. John Tait 82. William Ainslie
56. John White 83. William Boswell Douglas
57. John Wood 84. William Duncan
58. Lachlan Mclean 85. William Gardener

59. Leonard Horner 86. William Gillespie
60. Lord Maitland 87. William Hardy

61. Matthew Buchanan 88. William Hunter

62. Napier Findlater 89. William Loch

63. Patrick Deuchar 90. William Ogilvy

64. Patrick Young 91. William Peacock
65. Richard Yells

66. Robert Cargill
67. Robert Fenwick

68. Robert Hunter

69. Robert Moir

70. Robert Rollo
71. Robert Hepburn Thomson
72. Sutherland Colquhoun

73. Thomas Burnet

74. Thomas Lockhart
75. Thomas Peacock
76. Thomas Roebuck

77. Thomas Sievewright



THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1800 (March 3rd)

1.
91 Boys
Alexander Brodie 27. George Crawford

2. Alexander Kerr 28. George Gordon

3. Alexander McGregor 29. Henry Junor

4. Alexander Milne 30. Holt? Mackenzie

5. Alexander Paterson 31. Hugh Rutherfurd

6. Alexander Simpson 32. Hugh Scott

7. Alexander Simpson(Min.) 33. James Anderson

8. Alexander Fraser Tytler 34. James Gibson

9. Andrew Adair 35. James Gunn

10. Andrew Kermack 36. James Jamieson

11. Andrew Veitch 37. James Munro

12. Archibald Ferrier 38. James Pairman

13. Archibald Moncreiffe 39. James Ranken

14. Archibald Patullo 40. James Smith

15. Chadwick Ayton 41. James Stuart

16. Charles Urquhart Gordon 42. James Wright

17. Charles Gray 43. John Bradfute

18. Charles Henry Kerr 44. John Duncan

19. Charles Masterton 45. John Ferrier

20. Colquhoun Grant 46. John Fletcher

21. David Murray 47. John Geddes

22. David Musket? 48. John Hall

23. David Plenderleith 49. John Hill

24. Edward Fraser 50. John Kilpatrick

25. George Brodie 51. John Mackenzie

28 : Gdorge* Clerk 52. John McGregor
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1800 (march 3rd) (continued)

53. John Pillans . 80. William Forrest
54. John Shand 81. William Forrester
55. John Skinner 82. William Fraser
56. John Alex. Stuart 83. William Galloway
57. John Tawse 84. William Gardner
58. John Warnock 85. William Glen
59. John Warrander 86. William Lamond
60. Joseph Bell 87. William Mckintosh
61. Matthew Miller 88. William Ogilvy
62. Napier Findlater 89. William Paul
63. Peter Grant 90. William Robertson
64. Robert Brown 91. William Woods
65. Robert Bruce

66. Robert Burnet

67. Robert Clark

68. Robert Paul

69. Robert Thomson

70. Robert Waugh

71. Roger Ayton

72. Samuel McCormick

73. Thomas Nairn

74. Walter Cosser

75. Walter Russel

76. William Ainslie

77. William Flockhart Bowman

78. William Elliot

79. William Ferguson
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1801 (March 3rd)

103 Boys

1. Adam Mossman 27. George Wright
2. Alexander Dickson 28. Hans Gron
3. Alexander Martin 29. Henry Junor
4. Alexander Spence 30. Holt. Mackenzie
5. Alexander Tytler 31. Horatius Cannan
6. Andrew Laurie 32. Hugh Mossman
7. Andrew Paton 33. James Davidson
8. Andrew Spotswood 34. James Erskine(i)
9. Andrew Stein 35. James Erskine(ii)
10. Andrew Veitch 36. James Fletcher

11. Andrew Wight 37. James Gunn
12. Archibald Ferrier 38. James Hall
13. Archibald Jack 39. James Hodge
14. Archibald Moncreiffe 40. James Kelly
15. Bryce Cheyne 41. James Munro
16. Chadwick Ayton 42. James Playfair
17. Charles Masterton 43. James Ranken
18. Charles Gordon Urquhart 44. James Robinson
19. Charles Vertue 45. James Scott
20. Colin Macklachlan 46. James Spence
21. David Bruce 47. James Steuart
22. David Pitcairn 48. John Bradfute
23. Sir George Clerk 49. John Briggs
24. George Crawford 50. John Campbell
25. George Cunningham 51. John Deuchar
26. George Pringle 52. John Duncan
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1801 (March 3rd) (continued)

53. John Ferrier 80. Samuel Gillespie
54. John Geddes 81. Samuel Lindsay

55. John Learmonth 82. Samuel Stodard
56. John Mackenzie 83. Spotswood Lawson
57. John Moncreiffe 84. Stuart Beatson
58. John Patison 85. Thomas Erskine
59. John Playfair 86. Thomas Hamilton
60. John Rutherfurd 87. Thomas Hamilton(Min)
61. John Scott(i) 88. Thomas Jones
62. John Scott(ii) 89. Thomas Nairn
63. John Shand 90. Walter Paton
64. John Robert Skinner 91. William Allan
65. John Stuart 92. William Bowman
66. John Tawse 93. William Burnet
67. John Trotter 94. William Duncan
68. Norman Pringle 95. William Fettes
69. Peter Grant 96. William Forrester
70. Philip Grierson 97. William Fraser
71. Robert Blair 98. William Galloway
72. Robert Clark 99. William Glen
73. Robert Wm. Hamilton . 100. William Howden
74. Robert Scott 101. William Lamond
75. Robert Horseman Scott 102. William Martin
76. Robert Walker 103. William Woods
77. Robert Waugh

78. Roger Ayton

79 Ross Thomson
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THE RECTOR’S CLASS, 1802

103 Boys

1. Adam Mossman 27. George Hamilton

2. Alexander Dundas Arbuthnot 28. George Inglis

3. Alexander Campbell 29. George Pringle

4. Alexander Cunningham 30. George Syme

5. Alexander Horsburgh 31. Henry Hendy

6. Alexander Nasmyth 32. Horatius Cannan

7. Alexander Wood 33. Hugh Mossman

8. Allan Walker 34. Islay? Whillet

9. Andrew Brown 35. James Brown

10. Andrew Spotswood 36. James Campbell

11. Andrew Tawse 37. James Davidson

12. Archibald Jack 38. James Ford

13. Archibald Trotter 39. James Haig

14. Bayne Cheyne 40. James Hall

15. Charles Hardy 41. James Maconochie

16. Colin Macklachlan 42. James Munro

17. Cornwallis Campbell 43. James Robertson

18. David Anderson 44. James Robinson

19. David Davidson 45. James Scott

20. David Forbes 46. James Stuart

21. David Pitcairn 47. James Walker

22. David Reid 48. John Borthwick

23. David Sandiman 49. John Calder

24. Francis White 50. John Drummond

25. George Borthwick 51. John Gibson

26. George Comb 52. John Haig
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1802 (continued)

53. John Irvine. 81. Thomas Adair
54. John Learmonth 82. Thomas Corrie
55. John McPherson 83. Thomas Erskine
56. John Patison 84. Thomas Hamilton
57. John Playfair 85. Thomas Horsburgh
58. John Plummer 86. Thomas Jones
59. John Ramsay 87. Thomas Napier
60. John Scott(i) 88. Thomas Clayton Reston
61. John Scott(ii) 89. Thomas Richardson
62. John Spence 90. Walker Allan
63. John Steele 91. Walter Davidson
64. John Steven 92. Walter Paton
65. John Straton 93. William Allan
66. John Taylor 94. William Beatson
67. John Trotter 95. William Fettes

68. Laurence Brown 96. William Forbes

69. Lord Berriedale 97. William Lamb
70. Matthew Martin 98. William Lizars?

71. Patrick Sherriff 99. William Mackenzie

72. Robert Armstrong 100. William Miller

73. Robert Baillie 101. William Patullo
74. Robert Dalrymple 102. William Steven
75. Robert Lowis? 103. William Young

76. Robert Robertson

77. Robert Scott(i)

78. Robert Scott(ii)

79. Robert Stodart

80. Samuel Lindsay
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1803 (March 1st)

120 Boys

1 . Alan Walker 27. David Reid
2. Alexander Arbuthnot 28. Farquhar Jamieson
3. Alexander Campbell(i) 29. Francis Fraser
4. Alexander Campbell(ii) 30. George Forbes
5. Alexander Duncan Campbell 31. George Inglis
6. Alexander Cunningham 32. George Sandiman

7. Alexander Latta? 33. George Stodart

8. Alexander Paton 34. George Syme
9. Alexander Patullo 35. George Walker

10. Alexander Robertson 36. Gilbert Scott

11. Alexander Wilson 37. Hector Greig

12. Alexander Wood 38. James Anderson

13. Andrew Brown 39. James Brown

14. Andrew Tawse 40. James Cargill

15. Archibald Duncan 41. James Carnegie

16. Archibald Swinton 42. James Foord
17. Bryce Robertson 43. James Gray

18. Charles Forbes 44. James Haig

19. Charles Knight 45. James Maconochie

•oCM Cornelius Neilson 46. James Marshal

21. Cornelius Wood 47. James Robertson

22. David Anderson 48. James Stodart

23. David Davidson 49. James Stuart
24. David Emslie 50. James Thom
25. David Hay 51. James Walker
26. David Patullo 52. James Weir
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1803 (March 1st) (continued)

53. James Wemyss 80. Peter Buchan
54. John Blair 81. Robert Baillie
55. John Cay? 82. Robert Callender
56. John Clerk 83. Robert Dalrymple
57. John Davidson 84. Robert Drysdale
58. John Elder 85. Robert Lowis?
59. John Fyffe 86. Robert Rutherfurd
60. John Gardner 87. Robert Watson
61. John Gibson 88. Rodham John Home
62. John Haig 89. Samuel Anderson
63. John Latta 90. Samuel McCormick
64. John Lizars 91. Thomas Adair
65. John Malloch 92. Thomas Corrie
66. John Pitcairn 93. Thomas Forsyth
67. John Shepherd 94. Thomas Lang
68. John Spence 95. Thomas Mackie
69. John Steele 96. Thomas Napier
70. John Thomson 97. Thomas Ormiston
71. John Warner 98. Thomas Richardson
72. John Welsh 99. Thomas Robertson
73. John Wright 100. Thomas Sutherland
74. Laurence Brown 101. Walter Lockhart
75. Lucius Tucker 102. Walter Philips
76. Matthew Hodge 103. William Allan
77. Matthew Martin 104. William Borthwick
78. Montague Cockburn 105. William Burn
79. Peter Brown 106. William Campbell(i)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1803 (March 1st)

107. William Campbell(ii)

108. William Coulter

109. William Forbes

110. William Fraser

111. William Hallion

112. William Junor

113. William Kieth

114. William Patullo

115. William Shepherd
116. William Sibbald

117. William Steven

118. William Stuart

119. William Thomson

120. William Welsh

(continued)



427

THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1804 (March 2nd)

119 Boys

1. Adam Elliot 26. Charles Watts
2. Adam Geddes 27. Cornelius Wood
3. Alexander Grant 28. David Anderson(i)
4. Alexander Haig 29. David Anderson(ii)
5. Alexander McCormick 30. David Anderson(iii)

6. Alexander McTavish 31. David Hay

7. Alexander Millar 32. David Irvine

8. Alexander Mitchell 33. David Muir
9. Alexander Patullo 34. David Paterson

10. Alexander Robertson 35. David Patullo

11. Alexander Thomson 36. Duncan McPherson

12. Andrew Gray 37. Francis Fraser

13. Andrew Macvicar 38. Francis Marshal

14. Andrew Neil 39. George Coventry

15. Andrew Rutherfurd 40. George Deuchar

16. Andrew Syme 41. George Forbes

17. Andrew Taylor 42. George Nuttal

18. Archibald Wm. Crichton 43. George Spankie

19. Archibald Inglis 44. Gilbert Scott

20. Archibald Kerr 45. Hector Greig

21. Archibald Macdowell 46. Henry Paul

22. Brook Watson Braidwood 47. Hugh Paton

23. Bryce Robertson 48. James Anderson
24. Charles Mckenzie Fraser 49. James Brown

25. Charles Stodart 50. James Cargill
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1804 (March 2nd)

51. James Grant 78. Laurence Hill
52. James Gray 79. Matthew Weir
53. James Hay 80. Matthew Smeaton
54. James Painter 81. Michael Watson
55. James Weir 82. Patrick Fraser Tytler
56. James Wemyss 83. Peter Hill
57. John Anderson 84. Peter Proctor
58. John Brown 85. Peter Scott
59. John Carfrae 86. Philip Paton
60. John Cay 87. Richard Munds?
61. John Clerk 88. Robert Scott Aitcheson
62. John Currie 89. Robert Anderson
63. John Davidson 90. Robert Annan
64. John Elder 91. Robert Brown
65. John Erskine 92. Robert Callender
66. John Fyfe 93. Robert Drysdale
67. John Gardner 94. Robert Grant
68. John Gray 95. Robert Handyside
69. John Home 96. Robert Hunter
70. John Hume 97. Robert Wilson
71. John Scotland 98. Samuel Anderson
72. John Thomson 99. Samuel Horsburgh
73. John Watson 100. Thomas Carmichael
74. John Welsh 101. Thomas Darling
75. John Wright 102. Thomas Forsyth
76. Joseph Grant 103. Thomas Logan
77. Joseph Greenway 104. Thomas Macmillan
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1804 (March 2nd)

105. Thomas Maitland

106. Thomas Ormiston

107. Thomas•Robertson

108. Walter Philips

109. William Anderson

110. William Borthwick

111. William Crawfurd

112. William Hall

113. William Hallion

114. William Junor

115. William Macdowell

116. William Phin

117. William Stirling

118. William Stuart

119. William Welsh

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1805 (March 11th)

87 Boys

1. Adam Geddes 26. George Stewart
2. Adam Macdougald 27. Henry Biggar
3. Alexander Cleugh 28. Henry Sibbald
4. Alexander Grant 29. James Adair

5. Alexander Jamieson 30. James Aire

6. Alexander Millar 31. James Douglas

7. Andrew Anderson 32. James Ewart

8. Andrew Brown 33. James Henderson
9. Andrew Fyfe 34. James Kay

10. Andrew Philip 35. James Muir

11. Andrew Rutherfurd 36. James Stewart

12. Archibald Wm. Crichton 37. James Wallace

13. Archibald Inglis 38. John Anderson

14. Balfour Sibbald 39. John Hodson Anderson

15. Bernard McGhie 40. John Brown

16. Charles Black 41. John Comb

17. Charles Mackie 42. John Currie

18. Charles Stodart 43. John Hay(i)

19. David Anderson(i) 44. John Hay(ii)

20. David Anderson(ii) 45. John Hume

21. David Anderson(iii) 46. John Mackenzie

22. David Cannan 47. John Megget

23. David Dickson 48. John Pearson

24. George Coventry 49. John Scotland

25. George Mackie 50. John Sinclair
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1805 (March 11th) (continued)

51. John Stuart 77. Thomas Whitelaw
52. John W. Watson 78. Thomas Durham Wier
53. John Young 79. Walter Adam
54. Joseph Grant 80. Walter Nisbet
55. Joseph Greenway 81. William Brown
56. Ludovick Grant 82. William Cannan
57. Matthew Bunbury 83. William Gordon

58. Patrick D. Gordon 84. William Scott

59. Patrick Mackintyre 85. William Stirling
60. Patrick Yule 86. William Stevenson
61. Peter Hill 87. William Stothert

62. Peter Lawtie?

63. Richard Allan

64. Robert Alexander

65. Robert Young Anderson

66. Robert Annan

67. Robert Cameron

68. Robert Bruce Campbell

69. Robert Colquhoun

70. Robert Gordon

71. Robert Haig

72. Robert Nasmyth

73. Robert Stuart

74. Thomas Philips

75. Thomas Sanderson

76. Thomas Stothert



THE RECTOR’S CLASS, 1806 (March 4th)

113 Boys

1. Adam Macdougald 26. Charles White

2. Alexander Christie 27. David Lizars

3. Alexander Henderson 28. David Cannan

4. Alexander Huie 29. David Henderson

5. Alexander Mackenzie 30. David Irvine

6. Alexander Marjoribanks 31. David Maxton

7. Alexander Monteith 32. Dugald Lamont

8. Alexander Reid 33. Edward Huie

9. Alexander Scott 34. George Forrest

10. Alexander Veitch 35. George Jollie

11. Allan Maclean 36. George Mackie

12. Andrew Anderson 37. Gilbert Laurie Finlay

13. Andrew Crombie 38. Gilbert Jamieson

14. Andrew Fyfe 39. Henry Biggar

15. Andrew Gardner 40. Horatius Blair

16. Andrew Kenney 41. Hugh Fraser

17. Andrew Philp 42. James Adair

18. Archibald Hume 43. James Baxter

19. Archibald Paul 44. James Hamilton Brown

20. Archibald Robertson 45. James Cochran

21. Charles Archibald 46. James Douglas

22. Charles Black 47. James Duncan

23. Charles Murray 48. James Dundas

24. Charles Paterson 49. James Forrester

25. Charles Robertson 50. James Henderson
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THF, RECTOR'S CLASS, 1806 (March 4th) (continued)

51. James Knox 77. Joseph Gibson

52. James Mack 78. Ludovick Grant

53. James Campbell Millar 79. Matthew Bunbury

54. James Millie 80. Mungo Brown

55. James Richardson 81. Mungo Campbell

56. James Sanson 82. Norman Lamont

57. James Scott 83. Patrick Dunbar Gordon

58. James Sinclair 84. Peter Mackintire

59. James Steuart 85. Peter Robertson

60. James Trail 86. Peter Yule

61. James Wier 87. Richard Gardner

62. James Williamson 88. Robert Burn

63. John Anderson 89. Robert Haig

64. John Bennet 90. Robert Lawrie

65. John Bruce 91. Robert Pitcairn

66. John Hamilton 92. Robert Renton

67. John James Hamilton 93. Robert Sandilands

68. John Hay 94. Robert Wilson

69. John Jones 95. Thomas Kerr

70. John Riccatton 96. Thomas Knox

71. John Stodart 97. Thomas Scott

72. John Stodart(Min.) 98. Thomas Sibbald

73. John Stuart 99. Thomas Wier

74. John Trail 100. Thomas Whitelaw

75. John Young 101. Walter Adam

76. Joseph Douglas 102. Walter Jollie
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1806 (March 4th)

103. Walter Marshal

104. William Brash

105. William Cannan

106. William Glen

107. William Miller

108. William Millie

109. William Oliphant

110. William Scott

111. William Stevenson

112. William Alexr. Waugh

113. William White

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1807 (March 2nd?)

113 Boys

1. Adam Ellis 26. Francis Emslie
2. Alexander Henderson 27. Francis Grant
3. Alexander Huie 28. George Brown
4. Alexander Macdonald 29. George Davidson
5. Alexander Marjoribanks 30. George Murray

6. Alexander Monteath 31. George Robertson
7. Alexander Scott 32. Gilbert Laurie Finlay
8. Alexander Wardrope 33. Hector Murray
9. Allan Maclean 34. Henry Davidson

10. Andrew Anderson 35. Henry Gordon

11. Andrew Crombie 36. James Arnot

12. Andrew Gardner 37. James Brander

13. Antony Oliphant 38. James Hamilton Brown

14. Archibald Gibson 39. James Dewar

15. Archibald Home 40. James Gordon

16. Archibald Paul 41. James Grant

17. Charles Forbes? 42. James Haig

18. Charles Marjoribanks 43. James Longmoor

19. Charles Watson 44. James Mack

20. David Dickson 45. James Campbell Miller

21. David Geddes 46. James Napier

22. David Irving 47. James Park

23. David Stuart 48. James Patison
24. Edward Huie 49. James Reid
25. Edward Watt 50. James Reid(Jun.)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1807 (March 2nd?) (continued)

51. James Robertson 77. Mungo Campbell
52. James Sinclair 78. Nathaniel Grant
53. James Steuart 79. Niel Gow
54. James Thomson 80. Nicol Pringle
55. James Watson 81. Ord Honeyman
56. James Wier 82. Peter Robertson
57. James Wier(Jun.) 83. Robert Bagrie
58. John Bennet 84. Robert Burn
59. John Bonar 85. Robert Ferrier
60. John Bonar(Jun.) 86. Robert Howden
61. John Boswell 87. Robert Lawrie
62. John Bruce 88. Robert Maclachlan
63. John Drysdale 89. Robert Maxwell
64. John Easton 90. Robert Scott Moncreiffe
65. John Grieve 91. Robert Nisbet
66. John Hamilton 92. Robert Pitcairn
67. . John James Hamilton 93. Thomas Allan
68. John Hope 94. Thomas Arnot
69. John Lamond 95. Thomas Auchterlonie
70. John Mckean 96. Thomas Douglas
71. John Mosman 97. Thomas Ewart
72. John Romney 98. Thomas Henderson
73. John Sommerville 99. Thomas McNiven
74. John Stainton 100. Walter Jollie
75. Josiah Nisbet 101. William Bell
76. Mungo Brown 102. William Brash
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1807 (March 2nd?)

103. William

104. William

105. William

106. William

107. William

108. William

109. William

110. William

111. William

112. William

113. William

Simpson Burnet
Grant
Howison

Howison(Jun.)
Johnston
Macmillan
Maxwell

Miller
Wemyss
White
Young

(continued)
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1808 (March 1st)

138 Boys

1. Alexander Campbell 27. David Miln
2. Alexander Geddes 28. Edward Inglis
3. Alexander Mackinlay 29. Elias Cathcart
4. Alexander Manners 30. Francis Carteris
5. Alexander Morren 31. Francis Scott
6. Alexander Thomson 32. George Brown
7. Alexander Tweedie 33. George Hamilton
8. Alexander Wardrop 34. George Home
9. Allan Wight 35. George Nisbet

10. Andrew Barclay 36. George Rob

11. Andrew Hay 37. Henry Davidson
12. Andrew Howden 38. Henry Stuart
13. Andrew Miller 39. James Bonar
14. Archibald Bruce 40. James Colquhoun

15. Archibald Campbell 41. James Dewar

16. Archibald Gibson 42. James Duff

17. Archibald Miller 43. James Fleming

18. Archibald Connell 44. James Gerard

19. Charles Hay 45. James Gordon
20. Charles Marjoribanks 46. James Grant

21. Claud Stewart 47. James Haig

22. Colquhoun Maclean 48. James Hotchkis
23. Cornelius Murray 49. James Hastings Kerr
24. David Constable 50. James Knox
25. David Dickson 51. James Lawson
26. David Haigh 52. James Lothian
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1808 (March 1st) (continued)

53. James McCaren 80. John Miller
54. James Malcolm 81. John Paton
55. James Mitchel 82. John Paton(Min. )
56. James Newton 83. John Paul
57. James Reid 84. John Romney

58. James Ritchie 85. John Smith

59. James Robertson 86. John Stainton

60. James Scarth 00̂ 3 • John Stevenson

61. James Sibbald 88. John Veitch

62. James Spotswood 89. Jonathan Lyon

63. James Sutherland 90. Lord Inverurie

64. James Tweedie 91. Matthew Anderson

65. John Bell 92. Matthew Hay

66. John Bonar 93. Matthew Patison

67. John Bonar(Jun.) 94. Matthew Scarth

68. John Bremner 95. Nasmyth Morison

69. John Burnet 96. Nathaniel Grant

70. John Christie 97. Niel Gow

71. John Dalzel 98. Ord. Honeyman

72. John Dewar 99. Peter Ramsay

73. John Easton 100. Peter Richardson

74. John Gibson 101. Peter Ritchie

75. John Henderson 102. Peter Scott

76. John Hope 103. Richard Huie
77. John Johnston 104. Robert Dempster

78. John McFarlan 105. Robert Douglas

79. John Mckean 106. Robert Ferrier
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1808 (March 1st) (continued)

107. Robert Grant 133. William Home
108. Robert Haig 134. William Lawrie
109. Robert Henderson 135. William McLaren
110. Robert Mackay 136. William Menzies
111. Robert Maclachlan 137. William Scott Moncreiff
112. Robert Maxwell 138. William Young

113. Robert Paton

114. Robert Ramsay

115. Robert Thin

116. Robert Threshie

117. Samuel Bell

118. Thomas Allan

119. Thomas Anderson

120. Thomas Elder Baird

121. Thomas Bryce

122. Thomas Douglas

123. Thomas Henderson

124. Thomas Hutchison

125. Thomas Maconochie

126. Thomas Moffat

127. William Bain

128. William Bow

129. William Brown

130. William Campbell

131. William Cleghorn

132. William Grant
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1809 (March 1st)

139 Boys

1. Adam Anderson 27. David Clark
2. Adam Kennedy 28. David Cundel
3. Alexander Dickson 29. David Greenhill
4. Alexander Geddes 30. David Haig
5. Alexander Hay 31. David Wardrop Kerr
6. Alexander Hay(Jun.) 32. David Milne
7. Alexander Mackinlay 33. Edward Inglis
8. Alexander Manners 34. Elias Cathcart
9. Alexander Stevenson 35. George Bell

10. Alan Wight 36. George Grant

11. Andrew Bonar 37. George Hall
12. Andrew Grieve 38. George Hamilton
13. Andrew Miller 39. George Hay

14. Andrew Park 40. George Park

15. Andrew Wood 41. George Waters

16. Archibald Campbell 42. George Williamson
17. Archibald Dalzel 43. George Mitchel

18. Archibald Mackie 44. Hamilton Piper

19. Archibald Stewart 45. Henry Higgins

20. Arthur Connell 46. Henry Stewart

21. Arthur Welsh 47. Hercules Robertson
22. Charles Adair 48. Hugh Bates Maxwell
23. Charles Hay 49. James Bell
24. Charles Macdowall 50. James Bonar

25. Claud Stewart 51. J aroes Brown

26. Colin McDonald Buchanan 52. James Cunningham
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1809 (March 1st) (continued)

53. James Drysdale 00 o • John Paton
54. James Fleming 81. John Rolland
55. James Gerald 82. John Ross

56. James Gibson 83. John Sime

57. James Hotchkis 84. John Simpson

58. James Irvine 85. John Smith

59. James Maidment 86. John Stevenson

60. James Newton 87. John Tait

61. James Oliphant 88. John Welsh

62. James Oliver 89. Joseph Hume

63. James Rutherfurd 90. Lord Elcho

64. James Scarth 91. Lord Inverurie

65. James Tod 92. Matthew Kay

66. James Watson 93. Matthew Walker

67. John Balleny 94. Peter Lamont

68. John Barstow 95. Peter Richardson

69. John Bell 96. Peter Steele

70. John Bonar 97. Ralph Dundas

71. John Bremner 98. Richard Huie

72. John Burnet 99. Richard Trotter

73. John Cameron 100. Robert McDonald Buchanan

74. John Dewar 101. Robert Dempster

75. John Hamilton 102. Robert Ellis

76. John Henderson 103. Robert Gentleman
77. John Jollie 104. Robert Henderson

78. John Macfarlan 105. Robert Johnson?

79. John Miller 106. Robert Knox
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THE RECTOR'S CLASS, 1809 (March 1st) (continued)

107. Robert Moncreiff 134. William Sherriff
108. Robert Taylor 135. William Sinclair
109. Robert Thin 136. William Stark
1 1 0. Samuel James Douglas 137. William Steele
1 1 1. Simon Taylor 138. William Swanson
1 1 2. Thomas Anderson 139. William Water
113. Thomas Barclay
114. Thomas Davidson
115. Thomas Inglis
116. Thomas Jeffreys
117. Thomas Maconochie
118. Thomas Trotter
119. Walter Charteris
1 2 0. Warren Hastings Anderson
1 2 1. William Bain
1 2 2. William Bonar
123. William Brougham
124. William Brown
125. William Campbell
126. William Clark
127. William Cleghorn
128. William Dundas

129. William Grieve
130. William Grierson
131. William McLaren
132. William Menzies
133. William Sheriffmuir
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ALEXANDER ADAM •S CLASSES, 1764-1809

1764? 25 Boys 1787 122 Boys
1765 28 Boys 1788 106 Boys
1766 36 Boys 1789 115 Boys
1767 25 Boys 1790 115 Boys
1768 46 Boys 1791 72 Boys

1769 52 Boys 1792 112 Boys

1770 82 Boys 1793 95 Boys

1771 60 Boys 1794 89 Boys

1772 90 Boys 1795 53 Boys

1773 80 Boys 1796 89 Boys

1774 83 Boys 1797 102 Boys

1775 73 Boys 1798 125 Boys

1776 105 Boys 1799 91 Boys

1777 102 Boys 1800 91 Boys

1778 96 Boys 1801 103 Boys

1779 111 Boys 1802 103 Boys

1780 95 Boys 1803 120 Boys

1781 95 Boys 1804 119 Boys

1782 106 Boys 1805 87 Boys

1783 124 Boys 1806 113 Boys

1784 125 Boys 1807 113 Boys

1785 118 Boys 1808 138 Boys

1786 143 Boys 1809 139 Boys

4.312 pupils (-25, if the 1764 starting date cannot be affirmed)
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APPENDIX 5(a)

School Roll under Rector John Lees (1735-59) and Alexander Maiheson 
(1759-66) Figures taken from High School Library Register Rolls 
(Volumes 1—4).

Classes of the Other Classical Masters_________
School

Year Rector/ Class 1 2 3 4 Roll

1739 John Lees 34 58 16 - - 108
1740 I t 24 23 26 - - 73
1741 It 30 25 18 - - 73
1742 It 16 33 18 - - 67
1743 II 26 21 30 26 - 103
1744 II 18 23 30 27 - 98
1745 II 23 28 25 26 - 102

1746 II 32 40 36 23 - 131
1747 II 44 35 28 31 - 138
1748 II 20 32 27 27 - 106
1749 I t 27 20 34 25 - 106
1750 II 30 39 18 36 - 123
1751 I t 31 39 36 30 - 136’
1752 »1 26 36 33 40 - 135
1753 I f 34 49 39 24 - 146
1754 II 39 30 26 36 - 131
1755 I t 44 25 38 55 - 162
1756 II 28 26 44 33 - 131
1757 II 36 54 30 33 - 153
1758 II 36 26 24 35 121
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Classes of the Other Classical Masters (contin„0,>
Year Rector/Class 1 2 3 4 School

Roll

1759 A. Matheson 25 24 9 27 32 117
1760 II 17 28 34 43 29 151
1761 II 31 30 24 37 36 158
1762 It 41 27 32 13 46 159
1763 II 51 37 20 45 35 188
1764 II 25 22 47 39 39 172

*1765 II 28 38 32 33 28 159
*1766 It 36 32 38 24 50 180

* Alexander Adam was teaching Matheson's class in 1765 and in 1766
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APPENDIX 5(b)

School Holl under Alexander Adam (1768-1809)

______________ Classes of the Other Classical Masters___________
School

Year Rector / Class 1 2 3 4  Roll

1767 Alexander Adam
1768
1769
1770 "
1771 "
1772 "
1773 "
1774
1775 "
1776
1777 "
1778 "
1779
1780 "
1781
1782
1783 "
1784
1785 "
1786
1787 "
1788 "

25 44 20

46 21 44
52 49 32
82 43 69
60 69 49
90 48 71
80 79 52
83 40 80
73 74 76
105 69 82
102 84 80
96 73 66

111 69 66

95 66 91
95 94 101

106 92 94
124 86 97
125 90 122

118 114 86

143 94 106
122 87 100

106 87 110

115 106 66

27 40 156
33 46 190
52 36 221

77 44 315
76 61 315
58 82 349
73 70 354
74 81 358
83 79 385
77 60 393
67 76 409
74 76 385
87 89 422

102 71 425
86 94 470
103 115 510
124 73 504
83 100 520
98 93 509
125 85 553
123 65 497
75 97 475
96 61 4441789



448
School Roll under Alexander Adam (1768-1809) (contini

Masters

êd)

Classes of the Other Classical
Year Rector / Class 1 2 3 4

School
Roll

1790 Alexander Adam 115 57 95 62 82 411
1791 II 71 ■ 89 60 87 80 387
1792 I f 112 51 83 85 86 417
1793 H 95 75 75 89 64 398
1794 I t 89 66 94 68 94 411
1795 II 53 94 62 99 49 357
1796 I t 89 67 94 49 129 428
1797 II 102 96 53 77 - 328
1798 I t 125 46 85 72 - 328
1799 It 91 78 109 72 - 350
1800 II 91 81 96 69 - 337
1801 I t 103 95 77 96 86 457
1802 II 103 100 104 85 60 452
1803 I t 120 94 79 123 101 517
1804 II 119 70 113 112 84 498
1805 II 87 94 108 133 82 504
1806 II 113 100 128 107 115 563
1807 It 113 111 109 121 147 601
1808 I t 138 93 119 148 86 584
1809 II 139 121 136 101 132 629



449

APPENDIX 6

ADAM'S PUBLICATIONS

In compiling a catalogue of the editions and translations I 
have used the following sources, viz:

1 . The British Library General Catalogue of Printed Books to 
1975. Volume 2. ACHEE-AESCH (National Library of Scotland).

2. 19th Century Short Title Catalogue. Series 1.
1801-1815 Volume 1.

3 . 19th Century Short Title Catalogue. Series 2.
1816-70. Volume 1.

4. The National Union Catalog. Volume 3. pp. 225-231.

(for details of the American editions of Adam's works).

5 . 18th Century Short Title Catalogue.

Entries in all five sources under "Alexander Adam".

(The catalogue is not a definitive record of all editions.
It reflects the copies of his works held in various 
libraries in Britain, Europe and America).
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1____ THE PRINCIPLES OF LATIN AND ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 1772

1(a) English Editions

YEAR EDITION PRINTER TOWN SOURCE
1772 1st Edition 217pp vii A. Kincaid 4 

Creech Edinburgh 1,4, 4 i

1786 3rd Edition 4

1793 4th Edition 310pp.xiv Bradfute and 
Bell J. Dickson 
and W. Creech

Edinburgh 1,4 4 5

1798 5th Edition 4

1805 . 6th Edition 4

1813 8 th Edition 4

1816 9th Edition 324pp.xii Bradfute and Bell .Edinburgh 1, 3 4 4

1819 10th Edition Edinburgh 3

1823 11th Edition 324pp.xii Bradfute and Bell Edinburgh 14 3

1832 13th Edition Edinburgh 1,3 4 4

1846 New Edition by W. 
Pyper. 324pp.xv Bradfute and Bell Edinburgh 3 & 4
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1(b) American Editions

YEAR EDITION PRINTER TOWN SOLTRCI
1799 1st American Edition Manning and Boston 4(from 5th English Loring for S.

Edition) Hall

1803 2nd American Edition I. Thomas and Boston 1,2 & 4(from 5th English) E.T. Andrews

1806 1st Troy Edition 0. Penniman New York 4(Abridgement from
3rd English Edition)

1809 (i) 3rd American Edition William Andrews Boston 4(from 5th English)
(ii) 2nd Troy Edition Parker and Bliss New York 4(from 3rd English) for 0. Penniman

1811 3rd Troy Edition Parker and Bliss New York 4

1812 4th American Edition Thomas and Boston 4
Andrews

1814 4th Troy Edition Parker and New York 4
Bliss

1818 1st New York Edition E. Duyckinck & New York 3 & 4(from 5th English) J. Eastburn and
Co.

1820 (i) 1st Albany Edition E. and E. Albany 3 & 4(From 5th English) Hosford
(ii) 2nd New York E Duyckinck New York 3 & 4Edition (Fran aid G. Long

9th English)

1822 Simplified Version Starr New York 3by Allen Fisk.
1st Edition

1824 (i) Fisk Version Charles Starr New York 12nd Edition.
(ii) ?American Edition Boston 3(iii) Abridged Version A.H. Matley New Haven 1 & 3by William Russell and Co.
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YEAR EDITION PRINTER TOWN SOURCE
1825 (i) Russell Version, 

2nd Edition.
(ii) Stereotype 

Edition by 
Benjamin A.Gould

A.H. Matley and 
Co.
Hilliard and Co.

New Haven 3 
Boston 3

1826 3rd New York Edition 
(From last English)

Collins and 
Collins and Hannay New York 4

1827 (i) Fisk Version New York 3(ii)Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 3(iii) Edition of David New York 3Patterson

1828 Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 1 & 3

1829 Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 3

1830 (i) Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 3(ii) 5th New York New York 3Edition

1831 (i) Gould Edition
(ii) Version of 3rd 

New York Edition
by James D. Johnson

Hilliard and Co. 
Key and Mielke

Boston 3 
Philadelphias & 4

1832 (i) Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 3
Also printed at New York

(ii) American Edition Cambridge 3(Preface signed (Mass.)
•W.tf.') and Boston

1833 (i) Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 1 & 3(ii) 5th Edition (From 
2nd Edition)

N. and J. White New York 1 & 3

1834 Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 3

1835 Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 3
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YEAR EDITION PRINTER TOWN Rnironi?
1836 (i) Edition by C.D. 

Cleveland
(ii) Gould Edition

W. Marshall and Co.
Hilliard and Co.

Philadelphia
Boston

1 4  4
3

1838 Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 3

1839 (i) Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 3(ii) Johnson Edition W.E. Dean New York 4

1840 Gould Edition Hilliard and Co. Boston 1 4 3

1842 Gould Edition New York 3

1843 Gould Edition Northarptcn 3

1845 C.D. Cleveland 
Edition (3rd 
Philadelphia)

Philadelphia 3 4 4

1848 Gould Edition Northarpten 3

1853 Gould Edition Northanptcn 3

1856 Gould Edition Northarptcn 3

1866 Gould Edition Philadelphia 3 4 4

11_____ ROMAN ANTIQUITIES. 1791
11(a) English Editions

1791 1st Edition (i) William Creech Edinburgh 1,4 4 5 
(577pp.viii)

(ii) A. Strahan and London 1 4  5 T. Cadell
(594pp.xiii)
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YEAR EDITION PRINTER TOWN soimri?
1792 2nd Edition Enlarged W. Creech (606pp.xv) Edinburghl,4 4 5

1797 4th Edition (with 
improvements W. Creech 

(616pp.xv) Edinburghi 1,4 4 5

1801 5th Edition 
(corrected) T. Cadell,jun.

(616pp.xv) London 1 & 2

1807 6th Edition 
(corrected) Cadell and Davies 

(616pp.xv) London 1,2 4 4

1814 7th Edition 
(corrected) Cadell and Davies 

(604pp.xv) London 1,2 4 4

1819 8th Edition 
(corrected) Cadell and Davies 

(570ppxv) London 1,3 4 4

1822 9th Edition 
(corrected)

T. Cadell 
(570pp.xv) London 1,3 4 4

1825 10th Edition 
(corrected) T. Cadell 

(570pp.xv) London 1,3 4 4

1830 11th Edition 
(corrected) T. Cadell 

(570pp.xv) London 1,3 4 4

1834 Another Edition by 
James Boyd T. Tegg and Son 

(528pp.xi) London 1,3 4 4

1835 (i) 12th Edition, 
Corrected and 
enlarged by J.R. Major

T. Cadell 
(572pp.xxi) London 1 4  4

(ii) School Edition 
(Boyd, 6th Edition) Blackie and Son Glasgow 3 4 4

1836 School Edition 
(Boyd, 7th Edition) Blackie and Son Glasgow 4

1837 School Edition 
(Boyd, 8th Edition) London 3
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YEAR EDITION PRINTER TOWN SOURCE
1839 (i) School Edition

(Boyd, 10th Edition) T. Tegg and Son London 4
(ii) School Edition

(Boyd, 11th Edition) Blackie and Son Glasgow 3 4 4

1840 School Edition 
(Boyd, 12th Edition) Blackie and Son Glasgow 3 4 4

1842 13th Edition (Boyd) Blackie and Son Glasgow 1

1843 14th Edition (Boyd) Blackie and Son Glasgow 4

1845 14th Edition (Boyd) Edinburgh 3

11(b) American Editions

1807 1st American Edition 
(Based on 5th English)

M. Carey Philadelphia 4

1814 2nd American Edition G. Long New York 4

1819 ? Edition E. Bliss, Samuel Baltimore 3 4 4Campbell and Son and New
A.T. Goodrich 
and Co.G.A.Banks.

York

1823 Revised Edition by E. Duyckinck New York 3 4 4
P. Wilson

1826 Wilson Edition E. Duyckinck New York 3 4 4

1830 Wilson Edition Collins and Hannay New York 3 4 4

1833 Edition by Lorenzo Collins and Hannay New York 3 4 4L. da Ponte

1836 7th Edition 
(da Ponte) Collins, Keese 

and Co. New York 3 4 4
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YEAR____________EDITION___ _______  PRINTER
1837 7th Edition (da Ponte) Collins, Keese

and Co.

TOWN______SOURCE
New York 3 & 4

1842 8th New York Edition W.E. Dean New York 4(da Ponte)

1843 (i) Boyd's 14th W.E. Dean New York 4Edition
(ii)da Ponte Edition W.E. Dean New York 4

1872 (i) Boyd Edition
(ii) 12th Edition Lippincott Philadelphia 4 

Philadelphia 4

1883 New York 4

1887 7th New York Edition Collins, Keese New York 4 
(da Ponte and Boyd) and Co.

11(c) Translations

( i) German "Handbuch der 
translated by römischen alterthumer." First 

M. Johann Leonhardt Meyer.
1794-96 Ist Edition(2 volumes) Walther Erlangen 4
1805-06 2nd Edition(2 volumes) Walther Erlangen 4
1818 3rd Edition Heyder Erlangen 4
1832 4th Edition Erlangen 1,3 & 4
( Ü) French "Antiquités romaines". Translated by Count 

Emmanuel de Laubespin
1818 1st Edition Verdiere Paris

(There were at least 7 editions)
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(iii_), _ Italian "Antiquita romane". First translated by

Gaetano Maria Monforte.
1820 1st Edition(3 volumes) Tip. di Porcelli Naples 4
1840 3rd Edition(2 volumes) Naples 4

111 SUMMARY OF ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY, 1794

YEAR EDITION PRINTER TOWN SOURCE
1794 1st Edition ( i) Bradfute,Bell Edinburgh 4

(720pp. xii) and Creech
(ii) A.Strahan, T. London 1, 4 & 5

Cadell and W.
Davies

1797 2nd Edition ( i) A. Strahan, T London 1,-4 4 5
(858pp.xii) Cadell and W.

Davies.
(ii) W. Creech Edinburgh 5

1802 3rd Edition Cadell London 4

1809 4th Edition Cadell and Davies London 1, 2 4 4
(858pp. xii)

1816 5th Edition T. Cadell and W. London 1, 3 4 4
(858pp. xii) Davies

1824 6th Edition (727pp.xi) T. Cadell and W. London 1, 3 4 4(Illustrated with 
maps)

Davies
also
1795 A Geographical ( i)Bell, Bradfute Edinburgh 1, 4 4 5Index and Creech

This work was (ii)Strahan,Cadell London 5
incorporated into 
the 2nd and all 
subsequent editions 
of the Summary of

and Davies

Ancient Geography 
and History.
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YEAR EDITION PRINTER TOWN SOURCE

IV CLASSICAL BIOGRAPHY, 1800

1800 1st Edition (414pp.) William Creech Edinburgh 1 4  5

1802 2nd Edition (416pp.) T. Cadell and W. 
Davies

London 1 4  2

V A COMPENDIOUS DICTIONARY OF THE LATIN TONGUE. 1805

1805 1st Edition (909pp.) William Creech Edinburgh 1, 2 4 4

1814 2nd Edition (826pp.) Dickinson amd Co. Edinburgh 1, 2 4 4

1822 A reissue Edinburgh 1, 3 & 4
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APPENDIX__7

Letter, "Unto the Right Honourable the Lord Provost and Magistrates, 
etc, of Edinburgh, the Representation of the Masters of the High School 
of Edinburgh"

"The masters having met at the desire of the honourable the 
magistrates and town council to consider a report transmitted to them 
from a very respectable committee of the university relative to the 
Latin grammar most useful for instructing their pupils in the 
principles of that language unanimously resolved to represent, and 
hereby do humbly represent, to their honourable patrons, 1st, That the 
rudiments of the Latin tongue, published by the learned and judicious 
Thomas Ruddiman, is the best book they have yet seen for teaching 
children the first principles of Latin. 2nd, That the Latin grammar, 
published by the same author, is in their opinion, the best system of 
Latin grammar that has hitherto been taught in Scotland. 3rd, That 
many sensible men have doubted, whether the rudiments, or first 
principles of Latin, ought to be taught in latin or in the mother 
tongues, or in both; but that to boys, who have learned the first 
principles, the other grammatical rules and observations ought to be 
communicated in Latin, is a point about which hardly any doubt has 
been entertained. 4th, That although the language of grammar must 
differ from the language of the historian, the poet and the orator, 
yet it is still the Latin language; and boys, while they learn Latin 
grammar, learn the Latin language at the same time. 5th, That a 
person who has acquired the first principles of French or Italian will 
learn either of these languages much sooner if he lives in France or
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Italy, than if he continues in his native country; and the fewer of 
his own countrymen he converses with, he will learn these or any 
foreign language the sooner. 6th, That when once a boy has learned 
the first principles of Latin, the grammar in Latin ought to be put 
into his hands; the Latin rules ought to be committed to memory; 
and the illustrations of these rules by questions, answers and examples, 
ought to be as much as possible in Latin; for this, in some sort, 
resembles an emigration to ancient Rome, where business of every kind 
is transacted in the (Latin) language of that country. 7th, That it 
is impossible for them to mark out the rules of Mr Ruddiman's Grammar, 
which they will certainly and uniformly teach, during the course of 
four years, in their respective classes, for that must depend, in a 
great measure, on the age and capacity of their pupils; but they 
consider the whole system as necessary to be read and understood; and 
the more of the rules that can be committed to memory, and retained 
by frequent repetition, the better. 8th, That if the rector of the 
school take up the same grammar where they leave it, and continue the 
boys in the same train of repetitions, and faithful application of the 
rules, and if the professor of humanity in the university succeed the 
rector of the school, in the same exercises, this unity of plan and of 
execution, in their opinion, must promote the knowledge of the Latin 
language more than any other method known to them. 9th, That they 
would look upon it as a great advantage if only one Latin grammar was 
taught through the whole kingdom; and that the grammar ought to be 
the book recommended by the experience of the greatest number of the 
most judicious teachers; for this would tend to unite schools and 
colleges, to direct the views of masters and scholars to one object, 
and connect them more closely with the republic of letters in Europe.
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10th, That the great schools in England which have maintained their 
characters of ages, and educated many scholars of the first eminence, 
have for centuries persisted, and still do persist, in teaching Latin 
grammar in the Latin language, and in verse rules for the sake of 
memory. 11th, That Mr Ruddiman's grammatical works introduced 
themselves into all the most considerable schools of this country by 
their intrinsic merit alone, by which they still maintain their ground, 
and probably will do so for ages to come; and many teachers and 
scholars of character, who have already learned some other system of 
grammar, convinced of the superior excellence of this, applied 
themselves to the study of the Latin language with much satisfaction 
and improvement. 12th, That if 2 Latin grammars in one country seem 
hurtful, two in one seminary must seem much more hurtful, and 
naturally tend to produce discontents and animosities between teachers, 
confusion, perplexity, and ignorance among scholars; and among boys 
of less discernment, they may produce a disgust at manly hardiness 
and useful labour, and perhaps at last a settled contempt of all 
grammatical and literary researches. 13th, That they are persuaded 
their success in teaching depends on their faithful and diligent 
prosecution of the plan above recommended; and are fully convinced 
their honourable patrons will never require them to give their 
countenance to mutilating, abridging, altering, or corrupting Mr 
Ruddiman's Grammar in any way whatever. 14th, That they have carefully 
avoided all critical strictures upon the comparative merit of authors, 
nor would they be thought to depreciate the well-meant industry of any 
man; they only beg leave to hint, that so long as their labours are 
so acceptable to the public, and their classes are so well attended, 
the rector never can suffer by following the same plan of teaching with
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them. 15th, That the plan of school discipline, so judiciously 
marked out by the act of council 1710, they heartily approve, provided 
they could see the least probability of its being carried into 
execution with temper, prudence, and cordiality. The masters of the 
High School cannot conclude this representation, without returning 
their warmest and most sincere thanks to their honourable patrons, by 
whose spirited and generous aid, at the head of an approving and 
liberal community, they are provided with the best teaching apartment 
in Britain, and by whose unremitted exertion this city is beautified, 
extended, and improved in every quarter, and strangers are encouraged 
to settle here, for the education of their children. At the same 
time, they are happy in assuring the magistrates and council, that 
they will continue to employ their best endeavours in promoting the 
improvement of the youth committed to their care, which they consider 
as the most suitable return they can make to their honourable patrons 
and benefactors.

7th November 1785 - signed by.the four masters.
Jas. French 
Luke Fraser 
Wm. Cruickshank 
William Nicoll."

Letter quoted in Minutes of the Town Council of Edinburgh, Volume 107,
16th November, 1785 pp. 51-57.
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