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ABSTRACT OF WORK
The aim is to evolve a model which will illustrate 

the integral processes of geographical change, one 
capable of application to various situations. It is 
necessary to give adequate consideration to changes of 
spatial significance, as well as to the basic dimension 
of change in time. It is also important to take into 
account the complementary contributions to change from 
economic, social, and political forces on one hand, and 
man as a thinking and active agent of change on the other.

Towards these ends the initial step has been to 
represent the stochastic model in diagrammatical form for 
more convenient manipulation. It has been tested against 
information for Buckinghamshire, and particularly Fenny 
Stratford, I76O-I85O. This small market town experienced 
an interesting and varied selection of changes which also 
affected Buckinghamshire as a whole, and its adequate 
documentation was also a recommendation.

In order to simplify the model for practical purposes 
only four out of many interrelated aspects of change have 
been considered:- population, agricultural land holding and 
land-use, settlement, communications and trade, and class 
structures. In addition change is represented as 
operating through consecutive cycles of change within 
prescribed units of time. In reality such repetitive 
cycles of change would move towards completion at 
different rates, instead of operating concurrently within 
such prescribed units of time.

Despite simplification, the model demonstrates the way 
external economic pressures modified land-holding patterns, 
which in turn modified social class structures and relations



between classes; it also shows the Grand Junction Canal 
to have been the major influence upon Buckinghamshire's, 
particularly Penny Stratford's, economic development at 
this period.

It is hoped to develop the model towards increased 
authenticity and a wider range of application, through 
application to comparative studies elsewhere, in order to 
illustrate not only changes in these different situations, 
but the integral processes of geographical change 
themselves.
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PART I ; BUILDING THE MODEL
CHAPTER 1• A brief survey of relevant theories and 
methodology applicable to geographical and social
change,, giving due regard to both temporal and spatial
aspects of the subject•

Until about 1960 Historical geography was regarded
by most authorities as the "Reconstruction of past 

1geographies ", or if a study involving change was 
attempted, it was presented as the verbal analysis of a 
sequence of 'cause and effect’, in the traditional manner 
of historians. Apart from a fev/ pioneers who sought to 
analyse change itself, most studies were of these two 
kinds.

2 ^J.O.M. Broek and A. Harris developed techniques
of linking static cross-sections with genetic bonds,
cinematographically, but still this was not a truly
dynamic approach, nor did it provide any insight into the
actual processes underlying change. Recent developments
in the related social sciences and other branches of
geography, when applied to the problem, have provided the
necessary tools by which a more realistic model can be
developed.
These include;
i) Quantitative Analysis - by which an objective 
assessment of suspected correlation between factors 
becomes possible.
ii) Techniques of Model Construction - by which 
'constructs of the intellect designed to simplify and 
explain reality' may be developed.
1 Darby, H.C.,Editor, ^Historical Geography of England 

before 1800#Cambridge Univ.Press - 1 st.Edtn.̂  1936v'pr€.%ce,p.vii
2 Broek, J.O.M. "Study in the Santa Clara Valley of 

California". Utrecht 1932.
3 Harris, A., "The Rural Landscape of the East Riding

of Yorkshire" 170O-I85O. London 1961. Reprinted 1970*
1.



ill) Concepts of the "Behavioural" and "Phenomenal" 
Environments" as expounded by William Kirk^, by which it 
has been possible to free historical geography from the 
older restrictive concept of a "Divine plan for mankind 
to which all men aspire".
iv) The consideration of comparative studies by which 
patterns repeatable under certain given circumstances may 
be educed, instead of confining attention to isolated and 
supposedly unique situations.^

Such insights have come from an eclectic approach to 
theories, concepts and techniques evolved in related 
disciplines, leading to their adoption by historical 
geographers in search of a new more fruitful approach to 
their own subject.

This study is an attempt to develop a model of change 
by which comparisons can be made between one sequence of 
change and another, and new insights into the common 
underlying processes of change can be acquired.

Some consideration of the relevant theory and 
methodology is now appropriate.
1. Techniques of quantitative analysis appropriate to this study :
"Quantification is a powerful tool of historical analysis" 
(probably) of greater relevance to historical geographers 
interested in processes of change ... than ... those ... 
concerned with ... static studies", on the other hand - 
"the application of mathematical techniques to historical 
geography will never be so widely used (since) much of

%historical data is not amenable to mathematical analysis"
1 Kirk,William. "Problems in Geography". Journal of the 

Geographical Association No.221. Vol.XLVIII. F t
2 Baker, Alan R.H. et al. Editors, "Geographical • 

interpretations of historical Sources". David & Charles 
Newton Abbot. 1970,pph9-22.

3 Baker, Alan R.H. Editor. "Progress in Historical -v 
Geography". David & Charles. Newton Abbot. 1972.p)17i;

2.



"Because ••• historical data is rarely random, accurate 
i^ normal distribution" non—parametric techniques are 

the most appropriate and "are best applied to seek 
correlations between variables derived from measuring 
functional relationships, rather than spatial phenomena" 
(because) "identical spatial distributions may be the 
outcome of quite different processes", and so "to argue 
from form to process" could be disastrous J

As yet it is very difficult to assess the extent to 
which, in certain situations, quantitative techniques 
might be appropriate to a model of geographical change, 
but in the context of Buckinghamshire, and Penny 
Stratford'in particular. Baker's caution about "historical 
data not being amenable to mathematical analysis" has been 
borne out most forcibly. In situations where full and 
suitable data was available, the quantitative approach 
could have provided invaluable support to the model by 
substantiating a rather hypothetical sequence tracing out 
the process of change, but in the current research only 
limited essays into this field have been found feasible 
or useful.

The small extent of the Penny Stratford study, in 
terms of space and time, limits the amount of contrast in 
the variable factors under scrutiny - but this would not 
prove such a problem were it not that the data available, 
although abundant for the nineteenth century at least, is 
neither objective nor complete. Often this bias of the 
record stems from the purpose for which it was compiled, 
and sometimes this purpose, or the incompleteness of the

1 Baker, Alan R.H. Op Oit.p

3 .



data, makes its significance obscure or limits its 
applicability and usefulness. Techniques found useful 
in the study have therefore been confined to pie graphs, 
a demographic pyramid, and scatter diagrams. Some other 
techniques such as Spearman's correlation coefficient or 
location quotients will be more appropriate to subsequent 
comparative studies between Penny Stratford and similar 
settlements.
2• A technique of model construction relevant to this study.
The concern of recent historical geographers with the 
process of change itself, rather than "reconstruction of 
past geographies" or explaining events of change by 
"cause and effect", and their recognition of the 
potential inherent in comparative studies of change, 
has prompted search for more sophisticated model 
constructs, by which otherwise isolated observations can 
be tested out inside the model framework in relation to 
one another.

A model may be defined as a "construct of the 
intellect designed to simplify and explain reality" and 
in this broad sense conventional studies in regional 
geography and the cross sections of "past geographies" 
are models. However such verbal models have serious 
shortcomings - they are usually too long to be 
assimilated as a whole, they are difficult to quantify, 
and because they lack precision or objectivity - it is 
difficult to test out the theories they embody against 
reality, or use them as a guide for future enquiries.

This is why the construction of diagrammatical or

4 .
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apf>(ieab{e to a // human goc/ety as to 
natuf's/ scjtnca does not appe&n 
Jusél-̂ ied. l i  is tan too 
ekterministic and mecfiomcat.

7 M E  M M W  O K O B R

WOLDS

pop.
unouss
NOM

H O U W tS ÿ
m im m

POP.
EMtmjfÿE
jSUtlHAX

m £
Q fm .K
POP.
BAmmi
AHpmmiPa
^SmWnîiJS

cM m m oam sfsm/730-m0
HBDGeS AND fENCES
NENPAmSTEAPB
PARKSAPLANmiONS
mvSàDRA!NA&E
KBCjLAMAVON
mmNGWiDUêE

Fl&Kb).
TUe M£!H0VÛùO&ICM. 
WMBWORk ADOPTED BY 
A .H figm  IM m  "WE R am  
ÜWDSCAPE Of m e e, mpmô 
OF voRamRe, noo-m so". 
lohpqm i 9S(, w  PBMONsrrmre 
CHANGES m ena '

(._. rm  0Ü) II
WOLDS

POP.LAm (/$£ 
EHCIÛSBO 
ÎÛWSPIPS
umwat

HULL
VALLEY
CARP
GRAZINQ

wwEmss

POP
LAdOm
BAm
mmPtumnsiuc

VALE 
OP YORK
mmd
ekCiûsüRBCROPS

JUMS5IC
Hilts SIUUNDS

ViBVPOIWr

mVKUSM 
This cjombimstion 
W  it is net,

- ,------ -w—  '""V,6t used stocÀisttcAtfy to make morn, discovtrits about the nstom at ehanyo



m ve xo F tim tA R  a »p ' M M O M ve tMSAWU. KoM "rye spattal psnm cs ofu.s.
F t & i  [c) . f/egw  iN iHm aM .m m m o-im ~BVM ANii.feeD Nu

NEW ORENLARGED
INDUSTRY

INITIAL #
MüLTIPUER
EFFECT

ENHANCEDPWSIMJTYOF

NEW LOCAL OR
REGIONAL
THRESHOLD

INVENTIONOR
INNOVATION

WNOVATT

COMMENT

Pr*d bases his circplan and cumu/ativt pncess 
oE mdustridf/sation and unban size qroekh on 
Qunxar M n̂dai's argument that ‘'...a change 
... caiis h>rth... sugpoetif̂ ebangts. .. which 
mcgt thi sysftm in the same efire/stion, oniy 
much wrther, and that baeaosi ohtàe 
dràular Càusition a social pcocaŝ  -tinds to be 
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1encapsulated models holds out considerable advantages.
Firstly, they can be conceived stochastically - that is
to say, they may be developed conjecturally, and
subsequently tested out in the light of empirical
findings or by using statistical checks to find out how
closely they correspond to reality. Secondly, they can
be viewed in entirety, making it a relatively easy matter
to adjust them, where they do not conform to reality, and
retest them until they are seen to run in accordance with
the known evidence. Finally, comparative studies are
easily achieved by substituting data from other similar
situations into the diagram, so that it can then be used
to provide the basis for testing out the hypotheses
implicit in the model. Verbal models, on the contrary,
inhibit comparative studies.

With the exception of a fev/ pioneer works most
diagrammatical models post-date 196O, but already the
technique has stimulated research into dynamic change
processes as opposed to static situations. Models which
contributed in the formative stage to my own expanding
conception of the processes of change, drawn from the
work of historical geographers and social scientists in
related disciplines, are indicated in Pig.l
3* The concepts of Phenomenal Environment (P.E.) and 
Behavioural Environment TB.E.)3 which have freed 
historical geographers from the older restraining concept 
of a "Divine plan for all mankind".
1 Pred, Allan R. "The Spatial dynamics of U.S. Urban 

Growth. 1800-1914" Regional Science Study Series. 
Edited by Walter Isard. M.I.T.Press 1966.

2 Broek, J.O.M. - op. cit.
3 Kirk, William. - pp. cit.^p564-6,

3.



_____. H* C, Brookfield has pointed out that past geographical thought was
1 • restricted by the assumption that man had a duty to uncover a divine
-y plan for Creation,iW.ch involved the mastery of the physical world in

'3  order to establish the divine purpose*Judged by this criterion civilised 
raan.throû  his achievements,was seen as "enbghtened" and the "rightful
inheritor" of the earth,while primitive man was seen to be in error,

 ̂ - So long as this thinking persisted,there could be no room for the
-7’ humanist view that people may be relatively right in their distinctive
P̂Kl'' ' enviroîsiaent and at their stage of development - or the idea tlmt man* s

' perception is coloured by his cultural values and therefore is relative,
only, to the underlying "reality",Even as late as 1950 the only 
concession historical geographers would make was tliat early explorers 
arrived at erroneous conclusions because of preconceived false beliefs - 
that is to say the "Perceived Environment"(or Kirk*s "Behavioural 
Environment") was seen as a degree of error.

According to Brookfield it was 0*0, Ssoier (1941) who 
first recognised the need for historical geographers "to see the land

M
i f>;  ̂■

with the eyes of its former inhabitants". In this he was probably 
influenced by Wooldridge,and by such archaeologists as Sir Leonard
Woolley in his work on Ur of the Chaldees,William Kirk first wrote about
the "Phenomenal Environment " in India in 1952,but his full exposition 

.   ...  ..2came in "Problems of Geography" written in 1965 , where he defined the 
"Phenomenal Environment " as made up "not only of natural phenomena 
but environrasnts altered and in some cases almost entirely created by

# 
Ê

man",and the "Behavioural Environment" as a "psycho-physical

Brookfield,H*C* , "On the environment as perceived", in 
Progress in Geography, O.U. set book, s C. Board, et al. ,edi tors* 
Edward Arnold, 1969# PP*54c5*

2 . Kirk,William, op* cit,, pp. 564-6,

MS



field in which phenomenal facts are arranged into patterns 
or structures (Gestalten) and acquired values in 
cultural contexts".

More recently Brookfield coined the self-explanatory 
terms Real and Perceived Environment, hut for the 
purposes of this study Kirk's terms have been found more

. ^ . w h i l e ,appropriate. This is because^ phenomenal’ may be regarded
as synonymous with 'real' in this context, 'behavioural' 
has wider connotations than 'perceived', referring not 
merely to the environment as perceived, or seen, but also 
the environment which has shaped the ’Gestalten' 
perceptions, of him who sees. In Chapter two, in the 
submodels of change, this dual function of the 
behavioural environment - of shaping the 'Decision Makers' 
perceptions who in turn modifies his phenomenal environ
ment through the medium of what he perceives, the 
behavioural environment, is shown as a major factor 
in change.
4• The application to historical geography of theories, 
concepts and techniques from other disciplines which 
have made comparative studies possible.
History has always been viewed as dealing with unique 
past events, and naturally until recently this view has 
dominated historical geography. However, an eclectic 
outlook in favour of applying theories, concepts and 
techniques from other branches of geography and related 
social disciplines has inspired an interest in approach
ing the study of change, in space and time, on a 
comparative basis. Just as sociology and social 
anthropology have been encouraged to engage in comparative 
studies because of the unifying theme of man and his 
institutions, so also the process of change can
1 Kirk, William. Op. cit.ĵ *̂ ^̂ *

7.
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provide a unifying theme - because it is common to 
human experience everywhere - and in all ages.

Probably all changes that occur under similar 
circumstances are the outcome of comparable processes, 
displaying some such regular and recurrent sequence as 
Smelser suggests - "pressure. Inadequacy, disatisfaction, 
experiment and innovation"; rather than there being, 
for each change, a unique pattern of events.

This raises a hope that some degree of change 
predictability can be ascertained - through acquiring new 
insight into change processes by the study of changes 
already completed.

Despite a preoccupation with time unique to
historical geographers, sight must not be lost of spatial
distributions which are the essence of all geography.
Consequently the model proposed includes two parallel
representations of change, displayed diagrammatically
to demonstrate the twin aspects of change in time and
change in space, but operating upon the geographical
environment concurrently.

m o d e ls  an d
Some geographicaltheories which appear most 

relevant to Penny Stratford's settlement and land use 
are -
Pig.2/d)The - Pattern of Settlement ;
Throughout our period Penny Stratford's market function 
was subordinate to its function as a service centre - 
to travellers along the High Street, and to farmers who 
patronised the craftsmens' workshops along Cross Street.

1 Smelser, N.J. "Social Change in the Industrial 
Revolution" - an application of theory to the 
Lancashire cotton industry. Routledge & Kegan. Paul 
1959, P 3;

8 .
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Thus the settlement features of these principal roads in Penny 
Stratford were of a linear type*
Pig 2 (b) Von Thunen* s simple model of "discrete concentric zones"** 
is directly relevant t# the parish lands Of Penny Stratford at
this time.
Pig 2 (c) The Rev. Hunter* s adaptation of Von Thunen* a "discrete 
concentric zones" to the London of I8i1 reflects conditions 
in London and adjacent areas of South Buckinghamshire before 
the trade from the Grand Junction Canal affected these zones.
Pig 2 (d) Similarly before the Grand Junction Canal brought North 
Buckinghamshire into effective trading distance of the Capital- 
these relatively homogeneous clay regions displayed the features of 
Christaller* s "Central Place" settlement"̂ - wi-fch a hierarchical 
pattern of small and large mazkets with their respective market areas 
in which market centres of like rank were equidistant one from 
another - and the market areas assumed something like the 
hypothetical hexagonal pattern.
Pig 2 (e) Von Thunen* s later model .incorpora-fcing the added pos"fculate 
of a single routeway,"!diLch distorts all the concentric zones 
so that each is distended parallel to it for a distance 
along that routewaŷ , is appropriate to the situation in North 
Buckinghamshire after 1800 when areas adjacent to the Grand 
Junction Canal came within the- range of London marketing 
for beef and dairy produce. A similar situation followed the 
advent of the railway after I838 but this was largely after the 
period we are considering.

1 Alexander,!. W.,
2 Chisholm,11. ,
3 Alexander,!. W.,
4 Alexander ,J. V/.,

"Economic Geography',’ Prentice-Hall ,1963. p.615. 
"Rural settlement and land-use",
Hutchinson Ikiiversity Library,2nd.Ed. 1968. pp. 77-9. 
"Economic Geographŷ  Prentice-HaJl ,1963. p.560-1. 
"Economic Geography',' Prentice-Hall ,1963. p. 615.
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ŴHQUSBfBO/

BPDPOAD UN5 I Gf2AND cruNcrioN CANAL

e,. OP ELL

O P B U /S  
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Fig/^(%)Nicolai and Jacgues^ researches in Katanga are 
appropriate to the commercial zone which grew up in the 
canalside district of Fenny Stratford and elsewhere in 
N. Bucks after 1800.

None of these theories warrant a central place in my 
model of spatial change, however, Because each reflects 
the operation of a single set of postulates in a static 
situation - and none appearsto he capable of embracing 
the changing conditions of N. Bucks and Fenny Stratford. 
Most landscapes and settlements in Britain are either 
multi-functional - in which case several patterns of 
settlement and land use are reflected simultaneously, 
and/or have changed their function several times, so that 
each new pattern has been superimposed on the earlier 
ones without wholly eradicating these, leaving the 
landscape reflectingah^r’og-ènaeuspattern quite 
inexplicable in terms of any one theory.

In this model it is the way changes occur, and not
the static patterns of settlement and land use, that are 
under consideration — therefore while these theories have 
been referred to, as reflecting conditions at certain 
circumscribed periods of time, an attempt has also been
made to incorporate them into the complex model of
spatial change on Fig. ̂ 7.

1 Chisholm, Michael. op. oitf>^74-5i
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CHÆPT5IR 2. A statement of underlying aima, and tlie proposal 
of a stockas tic model to deimnstf selected ' 
aspects ô  gë̂ ograpèicafl3ha% with reïatê d siîb- 
models fb à#51ifÿ^ertaih'^^^ mthin it.

The purpose of the proposed, model is to seek to place in 
perspective the relative contributions of economic, political 
and social influences on one hand, and human agencies on the 
other, in bringing about changes in the Phenomenal Environment 
( P, E. ). It is also Intended to distinguish between the 
behaviour of the mass of people ?ho create ’’pressures for change", 
and the deliberate actions of a thinking majority of "decision 
makers" who initiate the actual events of change.

It is planned to explore the relationship between 
Phenomenal and Behavioural Environments ( P. E. and B. E. ) 
and indicate the dual contribution of the B. E, in influencing 
human values, demands and expectations, as well as influencing 
the value criteria and taxa of "decision makers" on the one 
hand; and in giving a limited perception of the P. E. to 
these same "decision makers", so that the effectiveness of 
their actions is reduced, on the other.

Another aim is to show how the processes of change operate 
through time and are manifested in the altered quality of 
phenomena ( Temporal changes ) while simultaneously some 
changes also manifest themselves in the modified distribution 
of phenomena ( spatial changes )*

The ultimate aim of this study is, as already indicated, 
to develop a model of change. The preliminary stage has beeh to 
test the model against information and statistical data available 
concerning

Individual’s restricted range of behavioural perception*
This is the term enç)loyed by Brookfield,H, C., op. cit.pp. 54-5#
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the historical geography of Buckinghamshire, and Fenny 
Stratford in particular, between 1760 and 1850. 
Subsequently it is hoped to employ the model for 
comparative studies, and if found applicable to changes 
in other situations and at other periods of time, to 
derive from it some basis for assessing the 
predictability of certain forms of geographical change 
and the processes which bring them about.

Postulates of the Main Model;
1. The region studied, Buckinghamshire, is not a 
geographical entity - therefore where appropriate 
information concerning England and Wales has been 
incorporated as stemming from the External Phenomenal 
Environment.
2. It is almost impossible to extricate the true 
Phenomenal Environment of the study area, since the 
contemporary records and also any researcher's 
interpretation of them are subject to perceptual error, 
which inevitably distorts the truth. However, it is 
necessary to endeavour to distinguish between the 
Behavioural Environment and its underlying Phenomenal 
Environment.
3. The relative contributions of human and non-human 
factors to the process of change must be taken account of. 
Both are interdependent, since man is a product of his 
phenomenal environment (P.E.) but has also undergone 
nurture and conditioning from his behavioural environ
ment (B.E.). Man is confronted by challenges from the 
P.E., but his reactions to these depend upon his 
interpretation of them, which in turn is based upon 
values and judgements he has acquired from his B.E.,

1 2 .
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and which colour his perception of the situation. It 
is also necessary to distinguish between man, collectively, 
whose attitudes create "demand for change", and man, 
individually, the "Decision Maker" who displays initiative 
to solve the challenging problems by providing solutions 
which form the "events of change".
4# In the main model the time intervals, or cycles 
embodied in 'units of change', have been arrived at 
arbitrarily. In reality such cycles would not follow 
consecutively, the processes of the different aspects of 
change within the cycle would progress in an irregular, 
staggered fashion, because even if they began 
concurrently they would not be completed at the same rate. 
One incomplete change might be interrupted by another - 
and as a result prevented, retarded, or even speeded on 
its way. For reasons of practicability, this model has 
been reduced to a simple ordered sequence, and the units 
selected to approximate to distinctive historical phases 
which suggest themselves for the study area during the 
period under review. The model sequence, although 
independently arrived at, is remarkably similar to 
Smelser's "Pressures, inadequacies, dissatisfactions, 
suggestions, experiment, innovation, and change".

How the model works : (F/̂ 6 • 5 (<3)(
For convenience the main model is presented in two 
parallel forms - representing the temporal and spatial 
aspects of the same changes. These are referred to as 
Model A and B respectively. (See Pig.2é?̂ 7in appendix)
Also for convenience four selected aspects of change are 
considered throughout the model and the text which is 
marginally annotated so that each aspect can be viewed
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separately as well as considered in relation to the 
others. These aspects include -

1. Population, size and structure,
2. Agriculture, land holding and land use,
3* Settlement, communications and trade,
4. The main social classes and their relative 

fortunes.
1. PHENOMENAL ENVIRONMENT
In each unit of change the starting point is to outline 
within the external context of England and Wales, the 
main geographical characteristics of our study region 
(P.E.) at the outset of the unit.
2. BEHAVIOURAL ENVIRONMENT
Subsequently the main cultural characteristics derived 
from and sustained by the underlying P.E. are indicated - 
mainly political, economic and social in nature. The 
B.E. provides the nurture of the citizens of the area, 
and so affects the mass of people whose attitudes create 
pressure for change, but also the nurture of the Decision 
Makers who decide the changes which are to take place.
3- HUMAN AGENCIES AND ATTITUDES
The majority of people think and behave collectively.
They are aware of inadequacies in their environment v/hich 
lead to dissatisfaction - coloured by the values and 
beliefs they have also acquired from their environment. 
Their protestations and complaints give rise to
4. PRESSURES FOR CHANGE
These "calls for help" are what prompt the leaders of 
social action into response. These men of initiative 
are described in the model as

14.
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5. DECISION MAKERS [//âS. 3
As already indicated, the B.E. shapes the Decision 
Maker’s judgements and approach to the problems, as well 
as the problems themselves. It also shapes the Decision 
Maker’s perception of the problems, and determines the 
effectiveness of his actions upon the P.E. below.
(the Decision Maker’s submodels, which are restricted 
in use by the need to understand the individuals 
concerned, should be interpolated into the main model 
at this point, because they amplify the working of this 
area of the main model).
The Decision Makers are responsible for
6. DECISIONS MADE
These may or may not be implemented, at once or at some 
later date, and if within the same unit of time, they 
issue in
7. EVENTS OP CHANG-E
These events modify the P.E., although the actions of 
the Decision Makers are initially directed towards the 
environment they perceive, that is, the B.E., and are 
often less effective than envisaged when confronted with 
the real situation of the P.E.
8. PHENOMENAL ENVIRONMENT
The subsequent unit begins with a P.E., set at the 
starting date of that selected period, and thus 
initiates a new cycle of change.

It now remains to insert the information and data 
relating to the selected aspects of change for our study 
area; Buckinghamshire and Penny Stratford in 
particular, into the model as put forward.
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PART II : THE MODEL IN OPERATION WITHIN THE
CONTEXT OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE IN GENERAL. 
AND THE MARKET TO M OF FENNY STRATFORD 
IN PARTICULAR.
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PART II : The model in operation within the context of
,Buckinghaiashire in general *@nd the market town 
of Fenny Stratford in particular»

CHAPTBR 3 Budcinghamshiare and Penny Stratford in 1760*
1* In 1760 the country at large was beginning to experience 
the trauma of the Industrial Revolution* Although the population 
was still small (6,660,0(X)) accelerated growth had already begun 
in the Mdlands and North of England,whereas more agricultural 
counties such as Buckinghamshire remained largely unaffected in 
tin.8 way for a further generation* Already further north 
commercial and industrial expansion was transforming "mere villages*'̂  
into industrial settlements,but the modest industrialisation 
wfaidi reached Buckinghamshire sl century later did no more than 
add subsidiary industries to the established market towns*

2.Of the estimated Buckinghamshire population of 88,500 in 
in 1760,only about 11̂  lived in parishes above 1,000 people aiod 
only four towns Chepilng %combe,G-reat Ifelow,Chesham and 
Aylesbury probably exceeded 3>000 in population*North Budc* s 
largest town,Buckingham,contained only 2,605 people in 1801*
Most of Buckinghamshire’s population lived in parishes of less 
than a thousand people,so that the majority of the people were 
rural labourers,and few parishes sustained sufficient craftsmen 
or profesî onals to facilitate the emergence of an urban

3I’middling class" society* In this respect North Buckinghamshire 
was worst placed,since of twenty five parishes with more
than a thousand inhabitants.

1 Defoe,Daniel, "A tour through the Whole Island of Great
Britain " in two volumes* Everyman’s Iibrary,Dent,1962*
II, p.261.

S Hdbsbaum,E.J. and Rude ,Ĝ  "Captain Swing "* Lawrence and
lishart,1969* p.42,and p. 19,footnote 2.

3 Davis,R*W.j, "Political change and continuity, 1780-1885* A Bucks 
Study"*David and Charles,Newton Abbot.Archon Books, 1972*
pp. ̂-9*4 i’ta footnote5'on p. 31#
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only five were situated North of the Chilterns.
The North Bucks parish and the settlement of Penny 

Stratford had already undergone 1,500 years of relevant 
development before 1760, since the Roman invaders had 
constructed Watling Street. Therefore a brief account 
of the natural site and those factors which determined 
the course of its early development is necessary.

The area later occupied by the parish was bounded 
on the North by Watling Street for two miles, followed 
the Ouzel one mile southwards on its eastern margin, 
lay adjacent to the territory subsequently occupied by 
Water Baton to the South, while a prehistoric ridgeway 
defined its western boundary. The soil was a cold 
grey Jurassic clay - rich in ammonites, belemnites and 
gryphaea - and substantially occupied by woodland, 
except for the fenland which, occupying the low-lying 
alluvial'floodplain of the Ouzel, was to give the 
present settlement its distinguishing name.

Penny Stratford as such, however, did not exist in 
Roman times. Watling Street, built in the early years 
of the conquest to facilitate troop movements between 
London and the remote Chester fortress in the Welsh 
borderlands, soon developed as a commercial artery. A 
fortress was established at Dropshort just east of the 
Ouzel, and outside the parish limit. A small civil 
settlement, Magiovinium, literally Market Centre, grew 
up adjacent to the fort to minister both to the needs of 
the fort garrison and to those of the troops in transit 
along the street who found themselves delayed by the 
difficult Ouzel crossing.

Following the Roman withdrawal and the subsequent

17.



decay of Magiovinium, Fenny Stratford emerged on the 
higher ground west of the Ouzel in Saxon times, 
developing in response to the continued need for a market 
centre and amenities for those travellers using the street.

In Norman times the manor was established, and in 
1104 "Etone" (Water Eaton) was granted a charter for a 
Monday Market and Pair. "Etone" included the present
day parishes of Water Eaton, Bletchley and Fenny 
Stratford, and since this latter lay adjacent to Watling 
Street with its constant flov/ of travellers, the market 
was almost certainly sited there. This seems confirmed 
by the Inquisition 17 Edw.II of 1324? which records that 
John de Grey died "siezed of a Monday Market at Fenny 
Stratford value one mark". In l607 further support is 
provided by James I that the market had been held 
"immemorially by prescriptive right".

In 1493 a ’Chantry Chapel* to Sts. Margaret and 
Katherine the Virgins was established on Watling Street, 
and this building, with accretions, appears to have 
served severally as Civic Hall and Hospice up until the 
Reformation. All these facts point to the considerable 
late-mediaeval importance of Fenny Stratford.

By 1603 the de Greys had forfeited their estates to 
the Crown, who conferred them upon George Villiers, later 
styled Duke of Buckingham, in I606. The Market and Fairs 
discontinued during the Civil War Period and but briefly 
revived at the Restoration of 166O, underwent total 
disruption as a result of a severe visitation of the 
plague in 1663* In 1674 the now decayed township 
passed to the Willis Family, and subsequently Browne
Willis,^ Fenny Stratford*s eccentric Squire and a noted
1 Jenkins,J.G. "The Dragon of Whaddon".Bucks Free press.

High Wycombe 1953.



Pig.4- Newspaper report of the death of
Browne Willis.

Last Thursday died, at his Seat at Whaddon Hall 
near Penny Stratford, in the 78th. Year of his Age, 
the Learned Browne Willis, Esq; L. L. D. Senior 
Pellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London, of 
which he was one of the Revivers in the Year 1708; 
and Author of many useful and valuable V\/orks 
relating to the Ecclesiastical History and 
Antiquities of this Kingdom. L.

Prom the Northampton Mercury - February i1th. 1760 
page 182.



Buckinghamshire antiquary, strove to re-estahlish the
imarket, 1702, and the Church, 1730. Hie death in 

February 1760, (Pig. ^  ) marks not merely the 
beginning of our period, but the close of his rule of 
benevolent despotism after which the one-time estate 
village began to assume more the character of a free
holders* village.

In 1760 Penny Stratford’s population stood at about 
393. If Wm. Cole, Rector of Bletchley, in whose greater 
parish St. Martin’s Chapel stood, was right, the 1725 
population of Penny had been about 300 people (in 72 
households), and including a further 25 households on 
"Simpson-side" of Watling Street, 400 people. The 
1760-1800 estimates (see Fig. ̂ 2. in appendix) in this 
study are based upon St. Martin’s Baptismal Registers, 
which also included children born to extra-parochial 
families from "Simpson-side". Unfortunately under the 
census returns of 1801 onwards, Simpson Parish was 
returned separately, and because the I851 Simpson 
enumerator did not cover the parish systematically, it has 
been found quite impractical to extract the inhabitants 
of "Simpson-side" in order to include them among Penny 
Stratford’s inhabitants. At this juncture it is valid 
to point out that the population which had remained 
static since early in the century, remains so until 
nearly the end of it.

C o le s estimates indicated an average of 4.1 
persons per household, and if this ratio is applied to 
the 1801 census population of 479? Fenny Stratford 
consisted of II6 households. This comes close to the
1 Legg, Edv/ard. "St. Martins Parish Church-Fenny Stratford!!

British Publishing Company Ltd., Gloucester.
z See f-51-



1798 estimate (see F ig .  2 Æ  In  appendix) based on the 
Posse Comitatus, which recorded 97 men between 16 and 
60, but allowing for a further 13 militia men. It may 
also be assumed that single men or widowers not house
holders might be offset by men over sixty and heads of 
households.

The sex and age structure of Penny Stratford in 
1760 was probably similar to that of 1831, or that of any 
present day subsistence society; that is, children 
comprising about half the population; old people 
relatively few, female infants slightly outnumbering 
surviving male infants; and despite relatively higher 
female mortality during adolescence and early productive 
years, due supposedly to the hazards of childbirth, 
females greatly exceeding males in the higher age groups.

As regards occupational structure, estimates prior
1to 1792, the year of the Universal Directory , are 

fragmentary. We may assume the number of farmers stood 
constantly at six. Fragmentary references to traders, 
as charity trustees, or tokeners, indicates similar 
categories as in 1792 and later; those dealing with 
food (e.g. butchers, grocers, victuallers) - 17 listed 
in Victuallers’ Register for 1760^, a number never 
subsequently exceeded; with clothing (e.g. mercers, 
tailors); with construction (e.g. carpenters, black
smiths, bricklayers) and with leather (e.g. collar and 
harness makers, saddlers etc.). Of these, Legg^

1 Universal Directory 1792. Bucks C.R.O. Aylesbury.
2 Victuallers Registers 176O—1828. Bucks C.R.O. Aylesbury.
3 Legg, Edward. Unpub 1 ishedt'eseArchbdteson Fenny 

Stratford history,i%7-
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suggests food and clothing traders prospered most, aided by 
Monday Malicet and the three-day fairs held twice a year in April 
and October* In addition,the majority of people were agricultural 
labourers ,isfoose female counterparts augmented the family income with 
pillow lace*
2* Most farmland in the Midlands in 1760 was still in open fieldŝ  
and in Budcs,geographically part of the Midlands,large areas of land 
still awaited the Parliamentary Enclosure Movement which swept the 
area between 1760 and 1820*

Although the Open Field System gave rise to a predominantly 
subsistence form of agriculture,farmers in Buckinghamshire were 
accustomed to exporting their limited commodity surpluses to the

ILondon market in the eighteenth century*Bonsor describes the drovers* 
roads converging on Smithfield Market from tracks across Buckinghamshire 
and Hertfordshire,and the use of "Resting pastures" near Whipsnade*
Daniel Defoe wrote in 1727 " how this v^le kingdom (is) employed **

2to furnish the City of London",and Spate ,while pointing out the exaggeratic 
states that London was indeed the supreme market for hay,oom,meat,fish, 
market gardening produce,dairying,eto* Irigley'̂  stresses the significance 
of the London market,how it stimulated the commercial,indus trial and 
a^arian changes throughout Great Britain,and there is little doubt 
that London dominated the south and central areas of Buckinghstmshire 
particularly at this time*

i Bonsor,K,J, "The Drovers"* IMacmillan, 1970*
Z Spate,O.H.K* "The growth of London,A*D. 1660-1800",Darby,H. C. ,Editor, 

"Historical geography of England before 1800".Cambridge University
Press,2nd*ed7l93̂ %î 1̂#3 %rigley,E#A* "A simple model of London’s importance in changing 
English society and economŷ  1650-1750" JPast and Present .No. 37.
July, 1967,pp.55-60*
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All this evidence supports Von Thunen’s general theory,as well as 

Hunter's perceptive application of the theory to the Thacies Basin* 
According to this, the water meadows along the Thames provided London's 
perishables,such as milk;the adjacent gravel terraces supported 
market gardens;while the Thames Valley Clays marked the limit to 
•sdiich it was econondc to transport city street dung for the dressing 
of pastures Tiddch provided for draft animals and for the fattening of 
beef cattle. Fig, 2(b) 2(c) and 2(e),

Further north the Chil terns produced malting barley and whea±,while 
the incidental straw gave rise to straw plaiting,The Aylesbury Cl^’’
Vale,had,as early as 1723,been "eminent .,, for perhaps the richest 
graziers in England"? North Buddlnghamshire ' s cattle also joined the 
constant stream of livestock wending its way towards the Capital,and 
probably, too,a limited quantity of butter and cheese travelled there 
via Watling Street,although the slow,expensive,and sometimes hazardous 
journey must have rendered it barely economic,fig, 2(e),

Among the exceptions to the generally unenclosed condition of the 
land in Buckinghamshire in MGO was Fenny Stratford which had been 
largely enclosed since some period in the late seventeenth century. Fig % 

The land was still almost all in the possession of the Willis Family,
(see Fig 27 for map of 1760 Land Ownership),The enclosure was,however, 
still incomplete with some large fields still divided into "l d̂s" - 
stt'ips under separate ownership; and sone farmeî  operating 
non-contiguous holdings vhile others enjoyed compacted farm

1 Hunter,Rev,Henry, referred to by Chisholm,̂ , op.cit, pp, 77-9#
2 Ĥ »-,David and Joan, "Hilltop villeiges of the Chil terns", 

Phillimore , 1971 ,PP. 171-5# See also Davis ,R. W, , op, ci t. p, 18,
3 Defoe,Daniel, op, cit, II, p. 15#
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Pig. 6 ."The social consequences of consolidating small farms" 
’'Wed.. l6th. April, 1766:
Will Wood, Junior, who wants to he married to Henry 
Travel's Daughter (the prettiest girl in the Parish) 
heing uneasy with his grandmother (who can t afford to 
settle him) went away from her 3 or U days. The times 
are so hard, small farms so difficult to he met with, 
the spirit of Inclosing, and accumulating farms together, 
making it very difficult for young people to marry - 
as was used, as 1 know hy experience in this Parish - 
where several farmers' sons are forced to live at home 
with their fathers, tho' much wanting to marry and 
settle, for want of proper places to settle at, which 
sufficiently shows the haneful practice of Inclosures, 
and that the putting any the least restraints upon 
matrimony (as the last Marriage Act did, contrived hy 
Lord Chancellor Hardwicke on selfish family motives, as 
it was commonly said) is of grt. Disservice to the 
Nation".

The Bletchley Diary of the Rev . Wm. Cole, M.A. ,
1765-67.
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holdings in the modern sense. The Rev . Wm. Cole in
«Ihis diary 1766 records successive episodes in a long

term feud between himself and a neighbour - one Robert 
Stevens of Home Farm, Penny Stratford, involving the 
encroachment of animals between their two properties 
across a weak boundary fence. Only four years later 
(April 1770) Home Farm (IOU acres) came up for auction. 
It appears to have been in transition between open 
fields and compacted holding - for while it comprised a 
messuage (dwelling house) and adjacent closes, it 
contained in addition twenty-two pieces of land 
scattered up to a mile distant. Manor Farm, sold at 
the same time, consisted of 102 acres in 16 contiguous 
fields near the River O u z e l . 6 «̂ 7

2The Manor Court which regulated surviving Common 
Land, met under Browne Willis 1717 and framed rules to 
regulate cattle, horses, sheep and pigs on Cow Common. 
These same rules were confirmed in 1722. When, how
ever, the Court was convened in October 1781, it was no 
longer relevant to Fenny, as to the other parishes in its 
jurisdiction (Water Eaton and Bletchley), since mean
while the Common Land here had been enclosed - the Lord 
of the Manor receiving U3 poles of land, and the poor ha.d 
received no allotment in lieu of their customary rights 
to collect fuel, dig turf, or cut branches, indicating 
their lack of title. Field names and Manorial Rules 
point to the fact that animal (Fig.5  ) pasture pre
dominated over arable in Fenny Stratford.

1 Stokes, Francis, Editor. "The Bletchley Diary of 
the Rev. William Cole , M.A." Constable 1931.

2 Legg, Edward. Unpublishedreaearchmoùeéon Fenny 
Stratford History^ 196%,
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Husbandry was a full-time occupation for only a few, but 
was also a remunerative sideline for many Fenny Stratford 
draftsmen. The husbandmen had a grievance which 
intensified with the passage of time, in that they were 
required to pay tithes to the Rector of Bletchley. Yet 
their first loyalty was to their own Church of St. Martins 
and in addition they had to maintain their own roads, 
while supporting their own Constable and Poor Law 
Overseers.
3* Whereas most established towns in England and Wales 
in 1760 were predominantly market towns - those of the 
Midlands and North were undergoing industrialisation.
This, however, did not affect Buckinghamshire, where the 
staple occupation remained agriculture, with lace-making 
as a subsidiary source of income, for the labouring 
majority. In addition, there was a variety of craft 
industries - some carried on in rural isolation, others 
concentrated in market and service centres ranging in 
size from villages to large market towns with nodality.

The main factor behind settlement was the roads 
converging upon the London niarket; Buckingham-Ay1esbury- 
Whndover-Amersham-Uxbridge-1o London, with variants via 
Chopping Wycombe-Beaconsfield-Uxbridge, and Wendover- 
Chesham-Rickmansworth; and Watling Street via Stony 
Stratford, Fenny Stratford, Dunstable, St. Albans to the 
Capital. All these roads gave rise to ribbon develop
ment - and bridging, transshipment and transport service 
centres. Additionally, linear settlement grew up in 
relation to the dip and scarp slopes of the Chilterns, 
and along the river valleys of Ouse, Thame and Thames, 
Where these E - W routeways intersected with N - S
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routeways to London, settlements acquired nodality (e.g. 
Aylesbury). North Bucks with its homogenous structure 
and landscape, and comparative remoteness from 1760 London, 
gave rise to a *Central Place* hexagonal pattern of market

(F'gZ#and service centres. At a later stage the canals and 
railways were to distort this hierarchical system of 
market centres - ranging from villages to market towns. ( F î .2

As demonstrated subsequently by reference to Penny 
Stratford and Watling Street, the roads, barely adequate 
for the 1760 volume of trade, proved wholly inadequate as 
trade expanded. The turnpikes, by imposing heavy tolls 
upon traffic, had an inhibitory effect upon trade, and 
did some disservice to the economy.

Trade in 176O Bucks included small-scale local trade 
between agricultural communities with the local market 
towns, which housed the craftsmen who provided necessary 
services to the rural folk. This local trade involved the 
accumulation of small surpluses of agricultural produce, 
some for redistribution, some to be processed by the 
craftsmen, and some, like pillow-lace, to be marketed in 
London. Thus local trade was linked, through the market 
towns, with the regional trade between Bucks and London.
The chief Bucks products marketed in London were beef 
cattle, wheat, malting barley, butter and such craft 
products as pillow-lace, straw plait, needles, chairs and 
paper. Finally, there was the trade between the Midlands 
and London through Bucks - by which goods from all over 
the kingdom were exchanged for the foreign imported goods 
and manufactured products of the capital. This through- 
traffic also included many passengers and the mail, and

1 Alexander, J.W. dp. cit.,p|’>É?0-1 .
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the drovers* roads from Wales, Scotland and N.E. England 
which converged on the ’resting grounds* of Herts-Bucks- 
hefore the cattle reached Smithfield Market. In 1760 
Fenny Stratford settlement was confined to superior 
houses and inns along "both sides of Watling Street 
between Back Lane and the hump-backed Fenny Stratford 
Bridge, with lesser houses, inns and artisan’s work- , 
shops along Cross Street. It was here, opposite the 
Church, that the road was wide enough to accommodate 
the tiny Market House (Fig. S ) and the. stalls and 
paddocks for the Monday Markets and bi%#nual f airs. It 
was on these occasions that the tradesmen whose shops 
fringed the street did roaring business with farmers 
and labourers from outlying areas.

As yet Back Lane contained no houses. At the 
extreme western limit of the parish, adjacent to Watling 
Street stood the ’Marquis of Granby’ Inn - better known 
by its later name of Denbigh Hall Inn.

Most houses in the parish were mean little dwellings 
of timber and brick, with thatched roofs. Exceptions 
were St. Martins Chapel, the Bull Inn (Fig. 8 ) on the 
High Street, at that time occupying parts of the 
mediaeval guildhall of St. Margaret and Katherine where 
Manorial Courts were held, and a fine late-seventeenth 
century timber and brick house on Cross Street, called 
Holme Leigh. Another exception was Browne Willis’ 
garish Manor House situated near St. Mary’s Church, built 
in the centre of a cruciform pattern of avenues about 
1710-13* Never in great favour with the eccentric 
Browne Willis - who built it but never resided in it - 
it was demolished in the 1790^ . Its name "Waterhouse**
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was transferred from the original de Gray manor house on 
the Ouzel floodplain. Communications in the parish were 
poor, with the possible exception of Watling Street - 
where, as yet, the Hockliffe two mile ash turnpike was 
successfully coping with wear and tear caused by growing 
traffic. Cross Street was miserable and rutted even in 
the town. Back Lane and the road to Bletchley were little 
more than tracks. The well-documented "death" of a 
parish road - Rickley Lane, will be described in the 
next chapter.

Trade through and from Penny Stratford was largely 
restricted to Watling Street. The southbound traffic, 
which included live cattle, coal and food produce was 
much heavier than laorthbound - because traffic preferred 
to turn off Watling Street just south of Hockliffe, and

Athereby avoid expensive toll charges. The northbound 
freight included tropical and other imported goods 
through London. The M kO Toll charges were listed for 
coaches, or chariots with6, U, and 2 horses, waggons,
carts, horses, scores of oxen and of sheep.

2Lord Verulam (1768) remarked upon the improved state 
of the road ... "from (Stony Stratford) hence to Penny 
Stratford the road being made of the same materials 
(local stone with a mixture of gravel in it) is ... good, 
though in some parts rather narrow. There is great 
traffic carried on this road, particularly to Birmingham, 
Sheffield etc., to both of which places this is the 
direct road from London. Penny Stratford is a very small 
disunited village, not sufficiently considerable to 
deserve observation". In addition to the through
1 Markham, Sir Prank. "History of Milton Keynes District" 

Vol. 1 & 2. vVhite Crescent Press Luton 1973-5j •
2 Verulam, Lord, as quoted by Markham - op. cit. 1. P-*804-1

27. ^



freight traffic, farmers in and around Fenny Stratford 
may well have exported live cattle and produce, e.g. 
hutter to London - although the heavy tolls, and slow, 
tedious journey thwart with seasonal delays, must have 
surely minimised the economic advantages of such trade. 
The two brothers Day also collected domestic pillow-lace 
in and around Fenny Stratford for marketing in London.

Passenger traffic along Watling Street faced two 
kinds of hazard: seasonal conditions such as choking
summer dust, or winter ruts, morasses and flooding, as 
locally at the Ouzel crossing just east of Fenny 
Stratford; but also the depredations of highwaymen and 
footpads along the road. Both seasonal delays and fear 
of attacks by night served to benefit inns along the 
street. Although the inns of Fenny Stratford were for 
the most part inferior to those of more established 
coaching places such as Dunstable, Little Brickhill and 
Stony Stratford; the "Swan", "Bull", "Saracen*s Head", 
"Red Lion", "White Hart" and "Bell" in Fenny served the 
needs of higher class traffic, scheduled and private 
coaches, while lesser inns served the waggon trade. In 
addition there were some forty ale houses as well as 
private householders who took in low class travellers - 
servants, unemployed, and soldiers, or their wives and 
children, en route for Ireland. Occasionally the 
Constable was hard put to find billets for a sudden 
influx of troops.
k» Buckinghamshire in 1760, compared with other English 
counties, had comparatively few nobility, but more gentry, 
Both groups derived their power from their land holdings 
which provided their wealth and social prestige but also
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as landlords and employers they derived political power through
the exercise of patronage,coercion and persuasion upon the electorate*
l^reas the nobility was concerned with national politics the
gentry* s power extended mainly to county and local affairs.

Greatest of the local nobility were the Grenvilleŝ Bukes of
Buckingham,with seats at Stov/e and tipper Wmchindon,control of
the “Pocket Borough" of Buckingham,and a dominant influence in the
elections at Aylesbury, Similarly the Drakes of Shardeloes dominated
Amer sham, the Claytons at Harlej/ford controlled lvlarlow,and the
Itoquis of Lansdowne dominated Chopping Wycombe*

In contrast the vast majority of Budcinghamshire* s population
were made up of rural labourers. They were so poor that they were
obliged to eke out their subsistence by long hours at lace pillow
ac straw plait,and so wholly illiterateand ignorant that they had
little choice but to follow the political and socdal leadership of
landowners and farmers upon Y/bom they depended for cottage and
livelihood. Their squalid lives were characterised by long hours of
work,and conditions of semi-starvation in tiny cottages,

2Harold Perkins quotes a contemporary estimate by Gregory King 
in I688,suggesting that the lower orders constituted 6?,^ of the 
population of England and Wales at this date, but possessed only 
6̂,5̂  of its wealth*Patrick Colquhoun corroborated this in t803, 
so that it can fairly be assumed that a î milar situation appertained 
in 1760, In so rural a county as Buckinghamshire, it might be 
supposed that as many as 3/4 of the population

1 Davis,E,%, opwcit* p.13.
2 Per̂ ns,Harold, "The origins of modem English Society,I78O-I88O". 

Routledge and Kegan Paul* University of Toronto Press,1969*pp, 20-21,
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held only l/5th. of the wealth. In the eighteenth
century conditions if anything worsened for as pretentious
gentlemen sought to huild up their estates yeoman farmers
were depressed into the labouring class; and a rising tide
of impoverishment placed a burden upon the Poor Law
administration, as a result of loss of Common Rights
occasioned by Enclosure, static wages, and the rising cost
of bread. Still, for a while longer the situation might
be mitigated by long engagements and paternalistic care
extended to young farm labourers and servants, and female
house servants "living in", by gentry and farmers.

Thus in 1760 English society was still stable - "a
hierarchical pyramid stretching down from a tiny minority
of rich and powerful ... to a great mass of poor and 

2powerless". However, it only required an expanding trade 
and technology which provided new sources of wealth 
independent of land, to introduce a discordant element of 
instability: a new class of independent-minded people
which challenged the "landed interest" to create a 
situation for class struggle.

In 1760 only incipient beginnings of a Buckinghamshire 
"Middling Class" were in evidence. The Anabaptist 
conventicles founded by an ejected Anglican clergyman 
turned lace dealer a century earlier in Newport Pagnell 
and Olney, had now blossomed into hot beds of dissent and 
radicalism. Similar meetings had grown up all over 
Bucks - the Quaker Meeting of Jordans I688, Baptist 
Churches at Winslow 1695, Prince's Risborough 17OO and 
Chesham 1706 - and produced enquiring, independent-thinking
men - professionals like doctors, bankers, lawyers, or
1 Hay, David & Joan. Op.
2 Perkins, Harold. Op. Citify,
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craftsmen like sajddlers and drapers. At a later date such men
were to become challengers to the authority of the landed interest,
and the natural leaders of the masseŝ .

In Penny Stratford in 176O no real leaders had as yet emerged
from the ranks of farmers, graziers, innkeepers and craftsmen because
the Willis family still dominated the town. However, the exercise of
such manordal offices as Steward or Parish Constable,Church offices
such as Overseer of the Poor or Churchwarden,terms of duty as Road
Surveyor,or appointment to the trusteeship of a charity,had
provided many citizens with some experience in leadership or
self-determination which proved invaluable now that Brown Willis* hand
was no longer at the helm.

The labouring majority,including farm labourers and servants,
male and female domestic servants,and women at home supplementing
family income with lace or strawplait,was too poor, illiterate, and
subservient to the landed interest to wield any kind of influence.

In several places in this diapter mention has been made to
estimates of population size and structure,However, the eighteenth
century sources for such estimates should be viewed with considerable 

2caution* ' The same thing applies to the early population census returns 
for 1801: and I8II,since these,too, were of limited accuracy due to the 
inevitable inexperience of the promoters,and aome ineptitude on the 
part of those appointed to be parish enumerators?

1 Hobsbaum,E. J. and Rude,G, op, cit, PP*63-5,and p,231,
2 Glâ s,D,V., ’’Nunheilng the people;’ Saxon, 1973, pp, 11,13,

Glass,D,T,, ’’Population and population movements in England

Pryce,W, T.R, j

Rogers, A,, 
Glass,D.V, , 
Pryce ,W. T.R. ,

"Parish i*#gisters and visitation re turns as primary 
sources for the population geography of the 
eighteenth century", Trans Hon, Soc, of Cymmrodorion. 
Session 1971 ,Pt.II,p.272.
"This was their world", B.B.C. ,1972. pp. 13-18,
"Numbering the people", Saxon, 1973. p.91,
op, cit, p.280.



Pig.^ Thomas Jeffery's map of Buckinghamshire
1770 - Scale approx. 1" = 1 statute mile.
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CHAPTER 2|* Processes of change operating tliere after 1760.
1# The years after 1760 saw a new unprecedented phenoiïfânon in 
the North and Midland regions of England as industrialisation brought 
about a labour sliort age pleading to higher wages being offered in 
these regions than in other more rural areas. The consequential 
steep wage gradient led to a population drift from the rural south 
to the Midlands and North, Buckinghamshire, being close to the 
expanding London market for agricultural produce,seems to have 
been relatively less affected,since between I76O and 1:801 the 
population rose from an estimated 88,300 to 107,900,and had reached 
1.17,664 by l8l1,Sudi growth might be difficult to account for 
in an era of slow-rising wages -according to Ashby,MKT, 170O 4/6-3?̂ 'r, 
m d 1800 6/- to 7/-,were it not for the fact that,as Hobsbaura and 
Rudê indicate,average vheat prices actually fell from 1771-3 31*3/-
down to 1786—91 47*2/— a bushel, meaning tliat real wages may 
actually have risen over this period.

The peak period I76O — I810 saw the <xxmpletion of fifty-six 
parliamentary enclosure acts in Buckinghamshire,prompted by farmers 
eager to exploit the expanding London market for foods tuffs ,yet at 
the same time tù reduce unit production costs. Another factor 
operating to the farmers* long-term advantage ,although only 
indirectly,was the war-time recruitment of rural labourers into 
tlie armed forces vhich created a labour shortage. For the time being, 
young labourers were able to make their own wage terms,and many of 
-tliem showed a preference for higher cash wages in place of long 
secure work engagements and "living-in " agreements because these 
enabled them to marry and set up house sooner. In the hard times 
that lay ahead,however,it was the farmers who benefited by 
reduced responsibility towards their

1 MLndiin,George S., "Table of Population I8OI -19OI", Victoria 
History of the County of Buckingham Êd. miliarn Page.lMiversity 
of London Institute of Historical Research,1969, II,, p. 96,

2 Ashby,MK. , "Joseph Ashby of Tysoei’ C.Ü.P. ,1961* p, 271*3 Hobsbaum,E. J, and Rude,G, , op, cit, p. 30,
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labour force and lower labour costs, and the labourers who
could be cast off like an old shoe when no longer required.

Bucks population growth does not merely reflect a
rising birthrate, however. In the past London had
absorbed rural increase in the form ofin-lnigrants, but now
this safety valve was closing. So long as the boom
continued, the labourer could enjoy his new-found
independence - the more so because with imported lace and
straw plait excluded, the London market paid high prices
for -work done by his women-folk. He did not feel rising
wheat prices, loss of Common Rights, nor the loss of the
old paternalistic contract between farmer and labourer, as
he was soon to do.

Between 1760 and the outbreak of war in 1790 Penny
Stratford underwent worsening economic conditions reflected
in lack of population growth. The estimates of 477 (1771)
459 (1781), 423 (1791) and 469 (I8OI) are based upon the

2St. Martins Baptismal Registers, and it is likely that 
there were families on Simpson-side, or Primitive Baptists, 
sometime before their meeting was established in the town 
about 1795,whose children were not baptised there. ,24̂
Nevertheless the I801 census return certainly confirms the 
impression that Penny Stratford had undergone some degree 
of economic hardship. Because the town had never 
depended solely upon agriculture, and because enclosure 
had been achieved slowly - labourers had experienced slow 
worsening of their conditions, rather than sudden and 
wholesale distress. As early as 1766-7 Cole, in his 
Bletchley Diary^ refers to "roundsmen" (labourers
1 Hobsbaum,E.J. and Rudé,George. op. cit.,p<̂ 3.
2 Baptismal Registers of St. Martins, Penny Stratford. 

Bucks County Records Office, Aylesbury.
3 Stokes, Francis.Editor. -op. cit.
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subsidised out of the Poor Pate) calling to work on his 
holdings - 8th. Jan., l6th,, 1?th. and 30th. March 1?67. 
Later it became popular, following the lead of Maithus, 
Chadwick and Senior, to deprecate the out relief system 
because it encouraged laziness, early improvident marriage, 
and, by depressing agricultural wages, indirectly increased 
the burden of Poor Rates - but this was said with hind
sight and some lack of charity, for at the time it must have 
seemed both wise and humane to enable the labourer to find 
employment whatever the wage, subsidising him so that his 
family did not suffer.

Up until 1761 Penny Stratford was "open" even to 
destitute widows with children provided they held a 
Settlement Certificate - and 21 such Certificates covering

439 people were issued between 1704 and 176I. However 
the burden of supporting a growing number of underpaid 
labourers and destitute was becoming intolerable, in 
face of economic hardship there were protests from trades
men and farmers about the rising Poor Rates. The pressure 
brought upon the Overseers led to a significant change of 
policy after 176I - acceptance was no longer automatic, 
so that although only three Removal Orders involving 
eight people were actually enforced, a number of other 
paupers were examined with a view to their removal to 
parishes of origin.

The policy of Penny citizens towards their poor 
remained one of concern, for as late as Jan. 1783 eleven 
"principal citizens" - including John and Thomas Day, 
lace-merchants and Auctioneers; Wm. Dinnell, Baker and 
Parmer; Thomas Lane, Grazier; William Rogers, Carpenter;

1 Legg, Edward. Unpub 1 i she d re $ € 3 roM ivoteson Penny
Stratford History,1067%
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and James Edge,Victualler,willingly gave bonds for £12? to 
provide for the reconstruction of the Penny Charity House, "for the 
use of the poor and the benefit of the parishioners in equal sliares 
or proportions as other parishes' taxes" ,
2, The period afterl760,particularly tliat after 1795 up until 1815,

2marked the peak of the Parliamentary Enclosure î/bvement ,when the 
landed interest sought both to increase 'their saleable surplus to 
the new industrial urban areas,but also by more efficient husbandry 
to lower production costs and so maximise their profits* As already 
indicated, the wartime labour shortage led to inflated wags levels, 
encouraging young labourers to despise the older long-term employment 
contracts,which had usually involved "living-in" or "payment -in -kind", 
and to prefer the greater social mobility afforded by higher cash 
wages, V&th the return of peace and economic recession,farmers found it 
easierto economise in labour costs,now that they had been freed from 
the paternalistic responsibilities which had characterised their 
relationship with the labourer in an earlier,less coupetitive and 
profit-motivated era#

Of an estimated fifty-six enclosure acts up to 1815 forly-one 
are identified on the map (Pig,10), The relatively few noted in 
South Bucks.probably reflects early enclosure prompted by close 
proximity to the London market*In point of fact several private 
enclosures had been completed in North Bucks previously--e,g* Wolverton 
in 1654,and Penny Stratford in the late eighteenth century* Expansion 
in the London market brought about by population growth

1 Legg,Edward, lôipublished research notes on Penny Stratford
history, 1967*2 Jamison,C, , Section on "Social and Economic Hi story" *V i ctoria
History of the Cout^_qf^Buç^,I969*II,p,82*

3 Jamison,C, , Section on "Social and Economic HistDry"*Victo_ria
History of the County o|7Bug^s, I969. II ,p* 82*
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1750, 675,000; 1800, 900,000^ encouraged enclosure as
farmers sought to offset rising Poor Law Rates and the new 
Income Tax Demands, hy producing additional foodstuffs at 
the inflationary wartime prices. They were aided in this 
hy the advent of the Grand Junction Canal. Not merely 
did these factors promote enclosure, hut additionally 
changes in land use. The "discrete concentric zones" of 
Von Thunen were extended northwards to include all hut the 
remoter North Bucks - and hy distortion northwards along 
the Grand Junction Canal, came to include Penny Stratford 
and ^oolstone farmers.

pEnclosure benefited larger landowners, but as Tate 
has indicated, the disproportionately high cost of 
fencing a small-holding obliged many small farmers to sell 
some land - leaving them an uneconomic residual holding. 
When subsequently such men were obliged to sell out they 
joined the landless labourers, while their land went to 
swell the big estates. The landless labourers, when 
deprived of Common Rights, were pushed to the bare 
margins of subsistence.

Davis^ describes the changes in land use in the 
Aylesbury Clay Vale which were brought about by the 
growing Londonfharket, and the advent of the Grand 
Junction Canal. These included sheep replaced with 
cattle, arable land put over to dairying and beef, and 
Midland Longhorns replaced with Herefords. This latter 
change was promoted by the famous cattle breeder, Westcar 
of Creslow. It is said that Westcar demonstrated the 
value of the Wendover branch of the Canal when, in
1 Wrigley, E.A. op. cit,P,44-,
2 Tate, W.E. "The English village Community and the 

Enclosure Movements". Gollancz 1967* Pf' 112^,
3 Davis, R.W. op. cit, P.18,

36.



December 1799, his champion bullock, having reached 
Smithfield in prime condition instead of arriving "on the 
hoof", tipped the scales at 241 stone and earned his 
master the first prize of £100. A successful cattle 
market was also opened in Aylesbury in December 1804* 
Butter was also exported from the Vale to the London 
Market.

In Penny Stratford, the disintegration of the Willis 
Estates (November 1766) accelerated changes in land 
holdings and land-use as new owners utilised successive 
enclosure acts to consolidate their holdings acquired at 
this time. Most significant for Penny Stratford was the 
Revu- Philip Barton of Sherington*s massive purchase of 
the manors of Penny, Bletchley and Water Eaton with 
Rickley Wood (66 acres) the Grove (14 acres), Banbury 
Close (lli acres) and Bebbington's Close (I5i acres).
In absence of a son, the Rev Barton left these estates 
with the manor of Great Brickhill which he had inherited, 
to his infant godson, Philip Buncombe Pauncefort, on 
condition that he assume the surname Buncombe.

The purchase price of £2,870 had been raised by 
mortgages, and during the child's minority the trustees 
set themselves to the task of ensuring that he should 
receive the estates unencumbered by debt. This was 
achieved by sale of Pauncefort estates elsewhere, 
deforestation of Rickley Wood, and sale of 5 acres 11 
poles on Manor Parm, Penny Stratford, to the Grand 
Junction Canal Co. for £470-6-2 in 1795. Although 
P.D.P. Buncombe, in the latter years of this study 
period, was a leading landowner in Penny Stratford, he 
was never the principal landovmer, as Browne Willis

37.



had been, nor did he seek to dominate the town's affairs
as Willis had done. After 1760 farmers seeking to
exploit the expanding Londom market (1750, 675,000:
1800, 900,000) for live cattle and butter were hampered 
by several adverse factors, not least the growing 
inadequacy of Watling Street. Others included scattered 
holdings which restricted adoption of modern techniques of 
tillage and animal husbandry, and tithes they were obliged 
to pay to the Rector of St. Mary's, Bletchley, despite the
fact that Penny's interests were subordinated to those of
Bletchley on the vestry there.

When in 1791 Thomas Ager, a principal landowner in 
Bow Brickhill and Penny Stratford, engineered enclosure 
of parts of Penny in the former's enclosure act, he was 
supported by several Penny farmers. The same Thomas 
Ager, along with other principal Penny landowners, P.D.P. 
Buncombe and the devisees of the late Thomas Harrison, 
promoted the Bletchley Award of 1812-13 when opportunity 
was taken to extinguish the Rector's tithes by making 
allocations of land, taken from the said landowners, to 
the Rector in lieu of the tithes. P.D.P. Buncombe also 
relinquished manorial rights in Water Eaton in exchange for 
an -.allocation of land. Thus between 1772, when the 
Simpson Award marginally affected Penny, and 1813 the 
principal landowners in Penny, Bletchley and Water Eaton 
conspired to enhance the value and usefulness of their 
holdings by consolidation, a less typical outcome of 
enclosure was their high degree of success.

4Priest, in 1810, provides some details of land-use

1 Priest, Revc. St. John. "General view of Agriculture 
in Bucks". Richard Philips. London 1810. County 
Records Office, Aylesbury.
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in the locality. "Penny Stratford", he writes, "contains 
about four farms, one of fifty acres, one of one hundred 
and fifty, one of three hundred and fifty, and one of six 
hundred. That of three hundred and fifty consists of 
about half pasture and half arable, and that of six 
hundred is almost all pasture, but the occupier has about 
sixty acres of arable land in another parish".

"At Penny Stratford in the enclosed lands some 
farmers (are) following this course - 1. Pallow,
2. Wheat, 3* Beans (hoed), 4. Gats, 3. Turnips, 6. Barley, 
7. Clover, and 8. Wheat*. This long varied rotation 
suggests the influence of Norfolk Rotation. Regarding 
beef. Priest records "most graziers prefer the Hereford 
breed!*; and, concerning dairying **butter in Bucks is good, 
sent to London by carter in shallow baskets called 'flats* 
holding 3 - 10 dozen lumps of butter, each of 2 pounds, 
or 36 - 120 pounds of butter to the flat**. At Whaddon 
Chase, nearby. Priest notes the claim of "five pounds of 
butter per cow per week ... over forty-four weeks of the 
year**. The enviable level of land-rents charged at 
Penny Stratford 25/- to 35/- per acre against 25/1Gd. 
average for Bucks, suggests a higher than average 
productivity.

Priest also indicates wages current in Penny Stratford 
and reflecting wartime boom conditions - 
Day labour 9/- a week with, or 10/- a week without beer. 
Harvest labour £2-10-0 per month, or, in excess of a 
month 8/- per week plus board (3 meals and 2 pints of 
beer per day). Dairymaids wages, inflated to £9 p.a., 
reflected the fact that these were in short supply due to
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competition from lace and straw-plait manufactories.
3. Between 1801-21 the larger Bucks settlements grew - 
while smaller parishes remained static or underwent 
depopulation. Increased productivity in agriculture 
brought more business to the urban markets and craftsmen - 
often reflected in the erection of new town-halls -
High Wycombe 1?60, Buckingham 1780, Marlow and Chesham

—  1both 180/ - since, in Pevsner’s words, these were a
"mixture of market hall and meeting room". Some 
displaced rural labourers, where arable land was 
empastured, may have been drawn into local Bucks towns, 
but more likely, since they could not practise the 
prevalent crafts, theyw&migrated to Midlands towns or to 
London. Despite growing turnpike activity in Bucks 
(e.g. Wendover to Buckingham 1810) Priestly,^ 1813, 
complained that "the roads ... were ... very bad". It 
was the mounting volume of traffic, and the difficulties 
associated with the heavy clay soils traversed en route for 
London, which prompted demand for a canal between the 
Midlands and London. The canal when it arrived was 
greeted by Bucks traders - as reflected in the building 
of lateral cuts to Wendover (1799) Buckingham (1801) and 
Aylesbury (1813). Growing trade reflected not only 
London’s expanding consumer market, but expanding 
industry in the Midlands and North (Birmingham pop. rose 
1700: 13,000 to 1800: 69,000)^. The roads proving 
inadequate, three canal links had been established by
1 Pevsner, N ik< s laus, "Buildings of Buckinghamshire"

Penguin 1960, p. 3 L
2 Priestly, Joseph. "Historical account of navigable 

rivers, canals and railways throughout Great Britain" 
18315 p. 23

3 Mitchell, Jean, Editor "Great Britain, Geogr^hical 
Essays". Cambridge Univ. Press. 1962,pp,27 /̂2^0 /
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1800: those via the Warwiok-Birminghain, WarwickiNapton and Grand 
Jimction Canals\

ItHdland exports included coal,lime,cast-iron,pig-iron,inetal products, 
salt,glass and pottery; those of Bucks agricultural produce,cement, 
timber and brides for building,craft products such as leather,straw-plait, 
and lace for the London market* London exports included imported and 
manufactured foods tuffs, ashes, breeze and manure*

The canal did not stimulate Buckinghamshire industrialisation; 
of the craft industries - some like bell-founding were to local to be 
affected ; others such as pottery,far from benefiting from an extension 
of potential markets,suffered by incursions of cheap mass-produced 
equivalents into local markets; yet others,such as the tanneries and 
paper mills of North Bucks,diowed some brief expansion until the advent 
of the railways opened the monopoly of the London market to outside 
con^titors*

The wartime blockade period from 1795 - 1815 provided the labouring
poor with a temporary monopoly of the London market for lace and straw-plai*
in normal times supplied from France and Italy respectively* Thus in

21802 62fo of Hanslop̂ s population were lace-raakers ;Ghiltem women could 
earn 20/- per week from straw-plait in 1800̂ ,and Aylesbury women 25/- 
per week in 1813̂ *

The growth of interregional trade after 1760 -sdiich was to make 
Watling Street,as the principal communication line between London

1 Hadfield,Charles, "The Canals of the East Mdlands"*
David and Charles,Newton Abbot,2nd Ed* ,1970* pp* 270,276,

2 Davis,R.W., op. cit* p. 16*
3 Hay,David and Joan op* cit* p* 177.
4 Jamison,C* , Section on"Bucks Industries* Vi ctoria

History of the County of Bucks*1969. II, p*109*
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and the industrial Midlands and North, increasingly 
inadequate, directly affected Penny Stratford which 
depended on the street to provide clientele for her inns, 
trade for her craftsmen and a means of exporting her
produce to London.

The growing trade volume outstripped ability of the 
Hockcliffe- Two Mile Ash Turnpike to maintain, let alone

4improve, the thoroughfare. Markham recounts the growing
numbers of six and eight horse wagons, and of coaches. By
1783 John Palmer had raised the average speed of mail

2coaches from 3 — 10 m.p.h. After 1740 the Minutes 
record a series of schemes to widen, straighten and repair 
the road, and remove obstructions like booths and inn signs, 
e.g. Nov. 1798; £10 worth of land purchased just south of 
River Ouzel at Dropshort for road widening.

1804: £99 contributed towards scheme to 
straighten road and erect a new Penny Stratford bridge. 
Keith Tull's analysis of the Treasurer's Accounts, between 
>1790-1807  ̂suggests three phases in the Turnpike's 
changing fortunes during this period.

1790-9 9; Trust prospers, interest chargeable low,
traffic revenue rising.

1795-1800: Road surface deteriorating with 
growing volume of traffic not adequately matched by rising 
traffic revenue. Thus by I8OO traffic volû Ti© had 
increased 30%, Turnpike recommends expenditure of £100 
per mile, actual expenditure falls short by 38%. By 1805 
it fell short by 70%.

1 Markham, Sir Prank. op. cit.%, '2 Minutes (2nd. Book) of Hockiiffe-Two Mile Ash Turnpike 
beginning I76O. C.R.O. Aylesbury.

3 Tull, Keith. The Hockcliffe-Two Mile Ash Turnpike 
1790-1807. Miltpn Keynes Archaeological Journal 
N0.I. 1972^bpS7"9 ,
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1800-1806: Canal competition had reduced turn
pike revenue to crisis-point hy 1806.
If main roads were inadequately maintained, country roads 
were wholly neglected. In Penny Stratford, for example, 
Rickley Lane was allowed to deteriorate from a "through" 
road some l i  miles in length to a discontinuous trackway 
barely 110 yards long. The decision leading to this is 
recorded in Coles diary^ for 2nd. and 9th. April 1766, 
and the results are demonstrable from contemporary maps. 
(Pig3%/f) "I spoke pretty warmly to Mr. Knapp (Rector of 
Shenley) about our parish road by Rickley Wood - which his 
enclosure of Shenley had spoiled, and which used to be 
repaired by the two parishes and now utterly neglected ••• 
They agreed to put it to arbitration ... how our Rickley 
Road was to be mended, ••• a letter came ••• to let the 
parish know that Shenley would have nothing to do with it 
the whole should lie on Bletchley (the original parish 
which included Penny) ... our farmers seemed alarmed at 
the expense, and said they could do tolerably well without 
the road hy going a mile ahout ... ». 2 /sec a/so M o c l^ l

Board of Agriculture reports on Bucks, 1797^ and 
1810,^ both deplored the roads in this locality, and it 
was in this situation that local farmers and traders 
welcomed proposals to build the Grand Junction Canal throu^ 
Penny Stratford. In June 1792 at a Public Meeting in a 
Stony Stratford inn, the engineers of the canal, James 
Barnes and William Jessop*described their proposals and

1 Stokes, Prancis, Editor. op. cit.
2 Stokes, Prancis, Editor. cit.
3 James, W. and Malcolm, J. "A General view of the 

agriculture of Buckinghamshire". 1797.
4 Priest, Rev_. St. John. Op. cit.
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1appealed for £500,000 of capital investment. The Canal 
Bill passed through parliament in 1794, and local 
opposition appears to have been averted - when the Buncombe 
trustees negotiated compensation and a link-bridge between 
the dismembered Manor Parm fields. The advent of the 
canal also occasioned the building of the new Penny Bridge 
and road-straightening scheme in 1804, enabling the road to 
surmount the canal without excessive gradient. Threatened 
seepage on Simpson-side was averted by incorporating a 12" 
lock - the lock necessitated a Lock-keeper's cottage - 
linked to the Simpson road by a short lane. The 
Navigation Inn was established on the same side near to the 
junction of the canal with Watling Street at about the same 
time (1800) that Wharfinger Philip Constable erected New 
Town Wharf, and the nearby warehouse and crane, on the 
town-side of the same junction. This canal-side 
development made cheap coal and building materials 
available in Penny Stratford.

The canal rapidly depleted freight traffic on Watling 
Street, although coaching traffic reached its peak in the 
18205 and 3Û5 . John Hassall, 1819, wrote - "At a mile 
from Water Eaton we reach Penny Stratford, a town dependent 
on its thoroughfare towards the North, and its navigation 
to the South".^
4. Landowners and big farmers benefited considerably from 
the enclosure movement. Their holdings were often 
consolidated, but also enlarged by grants of land in lieu 
of Common Rights or land purchased from small farmers 
unable to afford the cost of fencing. The productivity 
of their land was increased and so they had a larger
1 Markham, Sir Prank. op. cit.p3/2.
2 Hassall, John. Tour of the Grand Junction Canal.

1819.
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produce surplus which in the period of wartime blockade, 
shortages and inflationary trends, sold at high prices in 
the growing industrial cities. Politically, too, the 
landed interest were at the zenith of their power - with 
complete or partial control of elections and nomination 
of candidates, and a subservient labouring class.

As yet the nucleus of the "middling class", growing 
prosperous with expanding trade and urban growth, was not 
yet ready to challenge the landed interest politically, 
or to provide leadership to the labouring class.

Fraser^ suggests that the Poor Law foundered because 
it was designed to provide for the poor in a stable pre
industrial economy — and the stresses of rapid economic 
change, aggravated by wartime dislocations and a series of 
bad harvests after 1795, challenged it to provide for a 
growing number of poor and destitute. Overseers began 
to seek economies by "out relief" or "allowances", but 
the unforeseen consequences were depressed wages and 
demoralised labourers, which in turn raised Poor Rates. 
After 1795 farmers sought to offset this burden by 
replacing long customary agreements and "living-in" 
contracts with hour or day long contracts as required.
They relied on their men's low earnings being made up out 
of the Poor Rate, and felt absolved of all responsibility
for the welfare of labourers.

While wartime blockade excluded French lace and 
Italian straw-plait, women could supplement, even exceed, 
the earnings of their menfolk, and families were secure 
despite^inflationary cost of bread. With a labour

1 Fraser, Derek. "The Evolution of the British 
Welfare State". Macmillan. Student Editions
O.Ü. Set Bk. 1973^f.^2.
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"kx/" shortage on the land, young labourers were indispensible, and felt
they had acquire da new independence from taking cash wages in place

&  of the more restrictive customary agreements. They were unaware
that by rejecting the sure haven of paternalism, they were launching 
out upon the cruel sea of the 'laissez faire* economy, where they would

m change, with no idea of collective bargaining, political redress
find themselves subject to the buffetings of economic and social

and mutual aid.
m m m

Mien Browne Willis died, in february 1760, he left behind him 

His grandson and heir raisguidedly entailed the estates to provide

:

1estates inpoverished by his obsessive antiquarian zeal#

an ostentatious dowry .‘for his sister, and when both died soon 
after, the estates had to be sold to defray these liabilities 
in November 1766, This marked the end of local domination by 
the gentry - and 'middling class' citizens began to influence 
affairs; as, for example, in the question of the church vestry.
Because St. Martins, their church, had been founded as a chapel
of St. Mary's, Bletchley, The citizens of Penny were obliged to 

’ accept the Bletchley Vicarb nominee as their Churchwarden i:̂ on 
f/'#;.-' - the Bletchley Vestry - and, because he could often be out-voted

by the Churchwardens of Bletchley and Water Eaton combined - this
often left Penny's best interests subordinated to those of Bletchley. 
Yet, in addition to paying the Bletchley tithes. Penny citizens 
must also support St. Martins, and provide for their own overseers.

• ''M constable and road surveyor in addition. This was soon to be challenged
by that significant 'decision maker*, the Rev. Leicester, the Perpetual 

‘ Curate of Penny Stratford. He upheld the claim of his parishioners
to the right of electing their own nominee as Churchwarden to

1 Stokê  Prancis, Editor. "The Bletchley diary of the Rev,William 
g  Cole, 14 A, y Constable, 1931* Introduction,pp. XXIVIII-XIJ.



Bletchley Vestry - a claim upheld hy a Diocesan Court in 
1766^ His action marks the beginning of effective 
Penny Stratford self-government. .

Later in this period the Church grievance shifted 
to the question of paying tithes to Bletchley, for among 
the Penny 'middling class' were non-conformist tradesmen - 
farmers like the brothers William and John Linnell. The 
former, local baker and farmer, supported the Particular 
Baptists after their emergence in 1795, the latter the 
Wesleyans, after 1813* Such men doubly resented tithes — 
because they did not favour the established Church.

Another 'middling class' leader to emerge was neither 
craftsman nor non-conformist, nor did he operate in the 
sphere of the Vestry. Dr. Lynch Conway Gent might be 
described as local founder of the Friendly Society 
Movement. In 1795 all such societies were required to 
be registered^ and this brought six to light in Fenny 
Stratford, at least half of which were founded or 
advanced by the doctor. One, "Society for prosecution 
of robbers" 1800, was different, but most were designed to 
provide social security and medical aid to members, including 
the Female Friendly Society, among the lacemakers, to which 
Gent was Secretary which was founded in 1805, and the 
Society meeting at the King's Head - to which he was 
"Surgeon and Apothecary" after 1828. Dr. Gent did much 
to provide security and health for 'middling class and 
labouring families - as well as^egularise his ow^
Perhaps still more beneficial in the long-term, the
1 Legg, Edward. Unpublishedreseareh on Fenny Stratford
2 Minutes of Particular Baptists in Fenny Stratford,

1797-1826 (Transcript Edward Legg).
3 Fenny Stratford Friendly Society Rule Books 1795-1811.

County Records Office; Aylesbury.
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Friendly Societies, like the non-conformist churches, 
provided seed beds of democratic participation, and 
encouraged radical and questioning attitudes; the 
prerequisites of', effective local government. As yet, 
ignorance and poverty stifled the emergence of leaders 
from the ranks of the labouring majority, leaving them as 
passive beneficiaries of Church and Friendly Society.
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CHAPTER 5# Buckinghamshire aM Fenny Stratford in 1813.
1. In 1611 the population of England and Wales stood at 10,104,000, 
a rise of 34% over half a century. Since this included rural areas 
displaying little or no growth,or even undergoing depopulation, 
probably as a result of na.tural increase being off-set by

4ou-Wiigration to other areas enjoying economic growth , it is clear i t  

must have been that much greater in the urban industrial areas.
The 3̂1% overall growth represents ordy»' the natural increase of 
population and reduced mortality.

Buckinghamshire's population in 1811 stood at 117,864, a growth 
of only 2̂ 0 since 1761 in a county vÈdch eotperienced practically 
no industrialisation in this period. Of this modest grovrfch,8.̂  was 
between 1801-11, and most was the result of commercial expansion in 
the few larger market towns,as previously mentioned in Chapter 3.

With the close of hostilities in I8I5, postwar depression
set in rapidly,so that by 1817-19 poor rates had reached £8 m or

2 ?12 - 13/- per head of population ,pr.) Mai thus' worst fears seemed 
confirmed, prompting cautions against improvident early marriages 
and large families amongst the rural poor^

Regarding Fenny Stratford,population in 181 lhad reached 481, 
a 22^ growth over the previous fifty years. Of this only had taken 
place in the years 1761-91,but 11% in the decade 1791-1801,suggesting 
the effects of the wartime boom and the blockade against inported 
lace and strawplait ?Aich so favoured the Buckinghamshire domestic 
articles. This rate of growth was not sustained in the next decade 
(1801 -I8II) however, which indicates Penny Stratford's slow response 
to the economic advantages of

1 Rogers,A., "This was their world". B.B*C. , 1972. pp. 12-3,35-6.
2 Fraser,Derek, op. cit* p* 37*
3 Malthus,T.R. ,"Essay on the principle of Populatign̂ 1ŝ .gg,
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the Grand Junction Canal*
Statistics available relating to Penny* s population and

1occupation structure in 1815 are negligible - and Pigott* s 
Directory of I83O is not merely too late, but ndsguidingly 
incomplete, e.g* G*0.Clarke is listed as a merchant, but his prior 
and substantial contribution as a brick-manufacturer to employment 
and trade in Penny Stratford from I819 onwards is not even 
mentioned* (see Pig.No. 24 in the appendix).

Mention of merchants Clarke, harris and Andrews, all known 
to have been wharfingers, indicates the significant growth of 
trade and changes in occupational structure which were already 
affecting Penny Stratford by 1815.
2. By 1815 the peak of enclosure activity was past, and the 
characteristic open fields of the Midlands of England had given 
away to more consolidated farm uidts - relatively smaller but 
similar to tliose of today. Buckinghamshire remained one of
only six counties mth more than %  of land area still not yet 

2enclosed in 1820.
Farmers of enclosed land could benefit by crop rotation, 

mechanical aids and selective breeding - making possible increased 
saleable surpluses for the expanding uiban industrial markets 
a substantial lov/ering in the costs of production . In arable 
regions enclosure of commons could even increase the demand 
for labour, although in livestock regions fewer labourers were 
required.

All over England canals greatly facilitated the marketing 
of agricultural produce. In Buckinghamshire specialised concentric 
land-use zones were already well established ( see Pig* No 2 c.)

1 Pigott*s Directory of I83O. Bucks County Record Office, Aylesbury.
2 Gonner, E.G.K. , "Common land and inclosure",2nd.Ed* Prank Cass, 196b,

p. 279.
50.



"but these were now intensified and extended outwards, so 
that parts of North Bucks adjacent to the Grand Junction 
Canal "became included in an elongated cattle-producing 
zone serving the London Market. (See Von Thunen*s model, 
Fig. No..£(k)).

As previously noted, farmers had "been freed of 
restrictive paternalistic labour contracts "by changing 
attitudes during the wartime boom. Now, in a worsening 
economic climate, farmers were free to choose what level 
of employment was most advantageous to them^while labourers 
were faced with the predicament of selling skills on a 
buyer's market in a "laissez faire" economy.
3* In 1813 England and Wales were on the brink of 
economic recession precipitated by demobilisation of ex- 
servicemen. Despite this, urban industrial expansion 
continued in Midlands and North; and trade, in absolute 
terms, continued to grow on the new waterways because 
industrial entrepreneurs and farmers alike were able to 
economise by substituting machines for men as a factor of 
production. Consequently, the real burden of the 
depression fell upon the labouring poor - who underwent 
subsequent unemployment and pauperisation.

Larger Buckinghamshire market towns continued to 
prosper, as evidenced by strong correlation between size 
of settlement and population growth, 1811-31* Towns 
contained a higher proportion of tradesmen and (Fig. No*25) 
professionals whose services were indispensable to gentry 
and farmerswhereas rural parishes contained a high 
proportion of agricultural labourers, the poorest and 
most dispensible form of worker. The relative prosperity 
of the towns is evidenced by the building of a new
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Fig. ü

Cross (Aylesbury) Street,Penny Stratford, looking 
southwards from the junction with High Street, from 
"Tour of Grand Junction Canal",Hassall, 1819.
Notice Browne Willis’ Church of St. Martins and 
Market House in the foreground, and his house "Holme 
Leigh" on the right in the far distance. Also note 
the condition of this principal roadway and the 
broad-wheeled waggon.



toTvnliall in Princes Risborough in 1824 , and schemes to liiik
Aylesbury (I813) and Newport Pagnell ( 181:7) by * cuts* to the

2Grand Junction Canal* This also indicates the trade advantages 
"sdiich accrued to towns situated on the canals*

In 1813 Penny Stratford had not yet undergone settlement growth, 
housing was still largely confined to Watling Steet and Cross Street# 
while Back Lane remained undeveloped* Some building had occurred 
adjacent to the canal, however, including the Navigation Inn, 1800,
Penny Stratford Bridge I8O4# the Lock-keepers house near 12" lock
and Constable* s New Town "Wharf both in 1805, and the High Street Wesleyan
Chapel in 1813 *̂

Browne Willis* ugly *&Vaterhouse* had already been demolished 
piecemeal during the French War period, so that by 11815 only the 
cruciform pattern of tree-lined approach roads remained to show 
■çshere it had stood*

In 1819 HassaH^ described Penny Stratford (Pig No. 11 ) 
as folloT/B - "The town forms the appearance of a cross, the greatest 
length reaching towards the road to Leighton (Buzzard) i*e* Cross St*
... .** a small decayed market town, in the parishes of Bletchley 
and Simpson* Near to the Church is the Market House, a sorry little 
erection, on the left of the principal street. The town is situate 
on a brow, rising from the navigation and the river* It has an 
excellent inn for accommodation, opposite the Church* " ( Pig No. 11)

By 1815 North Buckinghamshire traders were already 
disillusioned with the Grand Junction Canal* In summer droughts so 
reduced water levels that barges attenpting to ascend tte 4OO*
* Tring Stairway* of twelve locks were liable to bet Subjected

1 Pevsner, Nikolaus. op. cit* p. 31*
2 Hadfield, Charles. op, cit# p* 126*
3 Legg, Edw. Unpublished research notes on Penny Stratford history, I967.
4 Hassall, John* "Tour of the Grand Junction Canal", I819*
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to serious delays. Occasionally an entire section of the
canal was drained out, as when the original wooden
aqueduct crossing the Ouse at Wolverton collapsed. In
winter ice obstructed traffic. In short, traffic on the
canal was subject to seasonal delays just as road traffic
had been. Although 72' x 12' barges were preferable to
8-horse wagons for heavy freight, the journey was no less
tedious. Only regarding passenger traffic did the roads
stage a "comeback", because they were no longer encumbered
by the heavy freight, which had gone over to the canals.
Coaches and mail increasingly used Watling Street, although
the canal held the War Office contract for troop carrying.
4. In 181-5 throughout England and Wales, but also in
Bucks, the landed interest sustained its prosperity
despite income tax and soaring Poor Rates, by agricultural
improvement made possible by enclosure, reduced labour costs,
and by employing estate agents to prepare accounts, and

2assess new economic rents for their tenants. In 
addition the canal network enabled landowners to exploit 
mineral rights. Many stately homes were built or 
refurbished to enhance prestige (e.g. Stoke Park, by James 
Wyatt). Thus, the landed interest remained politically 
dominant until the 1832 Parliamentary Reform Act upset the 
increasingly precarious balance between them and the 
'Middling Class'.

In 1815, the 'middling class', with its fortunes 
independent of the landed interest, gaining in confidence 
and group consciousness, had become a real political force: 
for example, the "independent" faction began to sway

1 Hadfield, Charles. Op. cit.p223*
2 Thompson, P.M.L. "English Landed Gentry in the 

Nineteenth Century" - Routledge & Kegan Paul. 1963#p''^^'
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the elections at Aylesbxaiy between 1802 -1818,and in 1812 their 
nominee, Thomas Hussey of Fulmer, was actually returned̂ *

Prom 1815,the high price of bread, aggravated by Com Law 
legislation, compounded upon the depressed wages,brought new 
hardship to labourers. They now felt the loss of their old 
paternalistic social contract,for the socio - economic î heaval 
of the war ' -period had, in the words of the Rector of Sherington,

odestroyed the "reciprocal dependence and goodwill" once appertaining 
betwixt labourer and farmer.

In 1815 Penny Stratford was no longer presided over by a 
"natural leader" drawn from local gentry in the manner of Browne 
Willis. Indeed, since his death in 176O, the middling class had 
emerged and begun to assert itself - with such dedicated leaders 
as %lliam and John Linnell and Dr. L. C. Gent.

Since 1795, the Particular Baptists had met in the town"̂ , 
but it was not until I8O5 that William Linnell,baker and farmer, 
provided them with freehold land for a bride and slate chapel,
31* long by 24* broad,and his family also contributed one quarter 
of the cost of the building - amounting to £95̂ .

The first Weslyan Chapel on the High Street,established in 
5October, 1813 ,was financed by seven trustees,one of them John 

Linnell, William Linnell*s brother.A Lancastrian School they

Davis ,R.%, opw cit. p. 55.
Jamison,C. , Section on "Social and Economic History"', Victoria 
History of the County of Bucks ,1969. II, p. 88.
Minutes of the Particular Baptists in Penny Stratford, 1797 - 1826, 
from a transcript by Edward Legg,
Register of Non-conformist Meetings in Bucks,incl* that of 
Penny Stratford. C.R.O. , Aylesbury,
Legg,Edward. Unpublished research notes on Penny Stratford 
History,1967.
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established at Mount Pleasant adjacent to Cross Street,
had to be sold to St. Martin's Church in 1815, and was

*1reopened as a National School.
By 1813 three Friendly Societies were operative - the

Old Friendly Society originally at the Crown Inn 1795 -
now met at the Swan; another met at the King's Head;
a third, the Female Friendly Society was founded in 1803.
By 1818 this latter, predominantly lacemakers with Dr.

2Gent as Secretary, had acquired 34 members.
As already noted, the early middling class leaders 

were from diverse backgrounds - William and John Linnell 
were non-conformist Whiggish tradesmen. Dr. Gent, High 
Anglican and Tory by conviction, but they shared a common 
enthusiasm for the wellbeing of the town.

1 Marldiam, Sir Frank. dp. cit.̂lt,Jp*̂ ‘̂4
2 Fenny Stratford Friendly Society Rule Books, 

1795. C.R.O., Aylesbury.

55.



Fig. I Z  A. Bryant's map of Buckinghamshire
1824 - Scale approx. l4" = l statute mile.
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CHAPTER 6, Processes of changes operating there 
after 1815:------------------- ---

1• The immediate postwar economic recession may have
been precipitated by returning ex-servicemen, but an
underlying factor was the fall off of demand in the
essential war industries and loss of protection to home
industries afforded by wartime blockade.

Labourers were worst hit, and of these rural rather 
than urban, for whereas urban labourers were learning the 
arts of collective bargaining and political redress, 
rural workers, with the lowest of national living 
standards, remained ignorant, inarticulate, and wholly 
subservient to the landowners.

By rejecting the old paternalistic contract in 
favour of higher cash wages, they now had to accept lower 
wages on similar scant terms. Farmers, hard-pressed by 
declining produce prices and rising Poor Rates, casting 
round for practical economies, preferred to engage work
men by the day or hour, or replace them with machines.^

During the wartime blockade, many families had been 
kept solvent by the seller's market open to their lace 
and strawplait when the superior foreign products had been 
excluded. Now, with resumption of normal trade, their 
goods must compete on a buyer's market.

The incidence of pauperism so rose that, faced with 
low and infrequent seasonal earnings, the most industrious 
workers were obliged to seek out-relief. Rising levels of 
relief obliged higher and more frequent Poor Rate levies.

Today, faced with this situation. Western countries 
might show a declining birthrate. But, because early 
marriages had been a feature of the previous boom era, and 
1 Hobsbaum, E.J., and Rude, George. pp. c i t '
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because early nineteenth century mores were those of an 
agricultural society, favouring big families, the birth
rate continued to be high throughout England and Wales. 
Regional disparities of population growth were attributable 
to emigration, population shift from villages to towns, and 
rising mortality in some areas through disease, malnutrition 
or worsening living conditions. Relatively slower 
population growth in Bucks during this period, and other 
rural counties, than in England and Wales generally, 
underlines the comparative poverty of these rural areas.
A number of moderately-sized Buckinghamshire market towns 
registered a degree of growth, but many rural parishes 
remained static or showed depopulation. Buckinghamshire's 
10% growth between 1821-3 1, compared to Ih^o in the previous 
decade, probably reflected rising levels of infant and 
adult mortality attendant upon declining living standards.

The Poor Law practice of returning labourers unable to 
find work to their parishes of origin restricted mobility 
of labour, thereby inhibiting self-help.^

In view of this wider Buckinghamshire situation, it 
is the more surprising that between 1811-31 the small, 
poorly-developed market town of Penny Stratford defied the 
predictable' downtrend. The economic asset which favoured 
only a select group of Buckinghamshire towns including Penny^ 
was the Grand Junction Canal. This gave Penny increased 
trade, as evidenced by canal-side commercial expansion.
It also enhanced her prosperity, as shown by modest urban 
growth, including those houses built for, and by, middling 
class citizens enjoying a new-found status. Additionally 
one new industry, brickmaking, grew up on the cl^-bed 
1 Hobsbaum, E.J. and Rude, George. dp. cit.p/f^-
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?-. alongside the canal and,stimulated by the extra building work then
in progress,brought additional employment to local labourers.

ortunately,Pigott* s Directory of I83O provides only, a veiy 
incon̂ lete picture of the occupational structure at that time,one 
not conparable to those of 1792 and I853. %ile directories are a useful" 
source of information on occupational structure after 1763,"it would 
be misleading to regard them as either precise or accurate", since.

1their reliability depended upon the methods enployed in their conpilation# 
These may have been dubious in this instance,

Oomparisons between estimated structures for 1798 and I85I suggest 
that, as total population grew(figs 17,18, and 24 in appendix) the 
number of tradesn̂ n and professionals grew only proportionately,ifiMle 
the labouring sector grew from I/5  to I/3  of the total male population.
This disproportionate increase v/as in response to new enp>loyment afforded 
to labourers in brickmaking and constructional trades,but it had one 
deleterious effect - that of making the town more susceptible to 
unemployment in periods of economic recession.

The unprecedented stresses inposed on the economy by industrialisation 
put an insiperable strain upon the old Poor Law system which had been 
based upon a stable agrarian socieiy. Farmers and tradesmen alike resented 
higher and more frequent levies of Poor Rate, Landowners rationalising 
management of their estates inposed higher more economic rents upon their 
tenants, who, faced in addition by rising poor rates and falling produce 
prices,met the challenge by reducing variable cost factors such as labour. 
Smaller tenants ,T5ho relied on family labour and so could make no such 
economies, were pauperised. Labourers..were demoralised by irregular and 
infrequent employment,and the low wages subsidised by parish assistance,
#ioh removed their incentives for any serious kind of

1 Norton,E.E* ,"Guide to the national and provincial directories of England 
and Wales,exdl, London,published before 1836^ Royal Hist,Soc,1950, p, 16,
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effort. This can he illustrated , as follow; -
1, "Wheat prices: in 1814 shout £5 P®ï* qtr#

in 1:820 about £3 per qtr.
2. Labourers* wages: according to Maikham, 1.810, 9/- per T&:.in Fenny,

1830, 4/- per wk,in Bucks,

3, Poor Rates: according to Priest, I8IO, 3 /6 in £1 in Fenny,
according to Gih"bs, 1830,21/- in £1 in StonyStratford,

4. Poor Law Relief: according to lîaricham, the scale recommended in Bucks,
was Mmr & wife,5 /6 per wfe. + 1/- per «*ild xtp to 9/6d.

Single man,4/“ per
Y/idov/, 2/- per + l/- per diild.

As I.Iaitham'' argues, a labourer working ten to twelve hours per da)' 
might be paid 4/- per week, and receive another 6/- from the overseers.
By not working - he became eligible for 9/6 from the overseers - wfoat 

price virtue ?
2, The Enclosure Movement,now past its peak,continued more slowly
as residual areas within parishes, up till now neglected in the
general enclosures, undei^nt consolidation.

Population continued to grow - but employment opportunities
declined. It was popular for labourers to blame the nev/ threshing
machines for their plight- but only because of their limited

2perception of the true situation.
Indeed, the thresher was costly ( £30 - £40 for even a small 

machine in 1815̂ ) whereas uneinployed labour was cheap ! By putting 
labourers on the parish,machines only added to the farmers* burden 
of poor rates. In the war-time era of labour shortage and high wages 
the machine had been an attractive proposition - now the main 
justification lay in speed of harvesting which facilitated prompt 

coupetitive marketing.

î&ikham. Sir Frank, op, cit, II, p,34-* 
Kirk, William,  ̂ op. cit. pp. 364-6, 
Hobsbaum,E. J. & Rude,George op, cit, p. 360,
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The labourer, like the farmer, was in reality victim 
of the economic recession - hut attributed his plight to 
visible foes — the farmer and his thresher, overlooking 
the Corn Laws which, by raising the cost of bread in face 
of unemployment, were far more blameworthy.

As elsewhere, the twenty years following the 
Napoleonic Wars and the Bletchley Award were a time of 
hardship for little farmers in and around Penny Stratford. 
Many at some time were obliged to mortgage land in order 
to survive. Naturally they turned to the lord of all three 
r̂ anors, P.D.P. Buncombe. In no case did he forcibly fore
close a mortgage. In two such cases traced in Penny - 
those of Thos. Billington and Thos. Linnell, it is certain 
that their land passed to him - eventually. Thus, Thos. 
Billington mortgaged his 18 acres - 3 poles - 15 perches, 
presumably to avoid encumbering his other estates, for he 
was a prosperous yeoman with substantial holdings in 
Woughton. The land only passed to Buncombe in August 
1817 - after Billington*s death. Thos. Linnell mortgaged 
7 acres - 0 poles - 9 perches to him in December 1811, 
presumably to cover the cost of enclosure - but he only 
sold out to P.D.P. Buncombe on his retirement in April 1833̂ * 

It seems probable that P.D.P. Buncombe acquired fresh 
land whenever opportunity offered in order to strengthen 
the economic basis of his social and political status.
He rationalised field boundaries and improved farm buildings
on his estates; he chose, and sought to keep, good tenant 

2farmers. He gained the respect of Penny Stratford 
citizens, by his participation in their affairs - and his

1 Legg, Edward. Unpublished-reseapcA «otes . on Penny 
Stratford History,

2 Markham, Sir Prank. dp. cit.̂ Ĥ  Pp* .
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attitude to?/ard8 the betterment of the town and its people (decision 
maker* s submodel,Fig 28c)
3. In Bucks between 1815 - 1835 the tov/ns at least showed some growrth, 
and small tradesmen and craftsmen enjoyed relative prosperity - indeed,

> the Grand Junctioh danal may actually have contributed to a brief 
renaissance of certain crafts, whereas the railways,at a later date,almost
certainly)' served to stifle thei% by exposing their markets to cheap

) . 1  mass-produced goods#Victoria History records that in Bucks of I83I there
were 76 paper mills en̂ loying 220 men and boys,and 7 potteries enploying
35 men#' The tanneries in Buckin^am alone en̂ loyed I3I men,and there were
others in Olney# There was a forty-loom silk mill at Tring, and Chesham shoes
were acquiring a London market#Other industries included coach building
and commercial brewing at Newport Pagneil, and at least one other brewing
centre at Great Marlowr#Such industry helped alleviate rural poverty — now
■ that: domes tic strawplait and lace were again eclipsed by the imported
article,as evidenced in -Üie following entry from the Cholesbuiy Overseer’s

' notebook - concerning sending a poor family to the Tring silk mill#
' . ,; "For clothing Eichd# Cox and children to silk mip. 19/4d# ,board for three
weeks £1-1-0., journey to Tring 8/-,a total of £2-8-4". There is,however,
no evidence of true factory industrialisation in the Budcs of this time#

Freight traffic on the Grand Junction Canal continued to e3q>and,
despite growing disatisfaction among its one-time protagonists,because
there was as yet no effective alternative,Priestley* s "Ndvigable Rivers 

%and Canals"̂  describes the canal traffic at its zenith - indicating

1 Jamison,C#, op* cit# # Victoria History of the County of Bucks# I969* 
II,pp. 103 - 129.

2 Hay,David and Joan, op. cit. , p. 191#
3 Priestley, Joseph# op# cit# , pp. 297 - 312.
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cargoes, origins and destinations. These may he 
classified to distinguish -
A. "Through"Trade (1) Midlands to London - lime,

limestone, slate, ironstone, pig 
iron, nails, rolled & rod iron, 
cast and wrought iron goods, 
manufactures and timber.
(2) London to Midlands - ashes, 
breeze, manure, processed and tropical 
foodstuffs.

B. "External" Bucks Trade
(1) Midlands to Bucks - lime, coal, 
manufactures, slate, iron goods.
(2) London to Bucks - Ashes, breeze, 
manure, processed and tropical 
foodstuffs.
(3) Bucks to London - cattle, sheep 
and swine, bricks, tiles, sand, 
fuller’s earth, gravel, beechwood, 
wooden articles and flint.

C. "Internal" Bucks Trade
Chilterns to Clay Vale - lime, 

cement and grain.
(2) Clay Vale to Chilterns - beef, 
hides, bricks, tiles, sand and gravel.

As already mentioned, the canal did not lend itself to
passenger traffic, although a short-lived London-Uxbridge
passenger service, more recreational than functional, was

Aintroduced in 1801 . ’Road interests’ accordingly made
a come-back, especially after Thomas Telford secured a
Royal Mail contract involving the extension of Watling
Street from near Shrewsbury on to Holyhead, and the
redevelopment of the entire road. A short-lived coaching
boom brought considerable prosperity to towns along the
route, notably in Bucks these were Dunstable, Hockcliffe,
Little Brickhill and Stony Stratford, the main coaching
stops, although Fenny Stratford as an intermediary stop

2enjoyed the backwash of this prosperity.

1 Hadfield, Charles. Op. c i t ,
2 Markham, Sir Frank. Op. citfr^p,éO,
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In all these towns new inns were established, old inns 
extended, and Stony Stratford particularly acquired the
character of a route town to the detriment of its market 
function. The number of coaches passing through Stony 
Stratford rose from 112 in 1824 to 280 in 1830.̂

Between 1831-4 John MacNeille surveyed Watling Street 
throughout Bucks with a view to widening the road to 16’ 
minimum "for the use of Locomotive steam carriages".^
Hov/ever, the scheme was shelved in favour of the more 
promising London-Eirmingham Railway Bill of 1833, which 
culminated in the approval of the final route by the Act 
of 1835 .̂ For this reason the coaching boom along Watling 
Street was so short-lived, it was already over by 1838.

As for Penny Stratford - for all its shortcomings the 
Grand Junction Canal had contributed to the town’s 
comparative prosperity in the difficult years 1815-35*
At first the commercial growth of wharfs, Warehouses and 
brickyards along the canal-side gave rise to house 
improvement throughout the town - as coal-burning grates 
replaced open hearths, slate roofs superceded thatch, and 
timber cottages were masked by brick facades.

Later the same economic developments prompted land 
speculation and subsequent building in the town. This 
began at the death of the Wharfinger Philip Constable in 
1824 when his land was bought by Phipps & Osborne.
Benjamin Dumville’s land also passed to Philip Warren in 
1828̂ . No building actually took place on this land until 
about 1835.
1 Markham, Sir Frank. Op.
2 MacNeille, John. Surveyor. Maps on survey of London 

to Holyhead road 1831-4. C.R.O., Aylesbury.
3 Richards, P.S. "Struggle to obtain parliamentary 

sanction for the building of the London-Birmingham 
Rly. line". Stevenson Locomotive Society 1965.>p«'32.0 »

4 Legg, Edw. Unpublishedr̂ éaarch notêô in Fenny Stratford Hist;/56'
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The man who most contributed to expanding trade and 
industry in Penny Stratford was Gregory Odell Clarke, who 
came in from Leighton Buzzard in 1819. At first he set 
up as a coalmerchant at New Town Wharf, but soon he 
bought land on Simpson-side near the 12" lock and built 
his own wharf. Here he began to export bricks of his own 
manufacture, and lime produced from his own kiln, for which 
purpose he was obliged to import coal. Surplus coal he 
retailed at l/5d per cwt., with 2d discount to cash 
buyers. He also imported timber, iron, Welsh slate, 
Staffordshire tiles and pottery, each of which served to 
revolutionise life in Penny Stratford. The Stafford
shire pottery began to supplant the products of Brill 
and Pottersbury.

Later, in 1830, when his own clay was depleted he
rented 3 acres of land behind New Town Wharf from P.D.P.
Buncombe. Later in life, he was to try his hand as a 

ipmaltster, andy^collaborate in establishing Penny’s first 
gas works - conveniently located for him to supply the 
coke required.

In 1853 he is listed by Masson & Craven’s Directory - 
"G.O. Clarke, Coal, Timber, Slate, and Iron Merchant,
Brick and Tile Maker - Tanyard Wharf, London Road, Penny 
Stratford." Clarke was more an astute and imaginative 
businessman than a public-spirited citizen - but through 
his "enlightened self-interest" the subsequent economic 
success and geographical character of Penny were enhanced. 
He ranks among the important decision makers of Penny 
Stratford (see Submodel) if only on account of his 
momentous choice of this "small decayed market town" as 
his sphere of business.
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4. Nationally, this period saw the new middle class 
return the Whig party to Parliament, and hy the 
Parliamentary Reform Act of 1832 "clip the wings" of the 
landed interest hy reducing the electoral malpractices, 
jDpcket:boroughs and coercion or bribery of electors upon 
v/hich their political power had rested; although the 
tendency of tenants or employees to vote out of deference 
was possibly extended by widening the franchise to include
heads of smaller households, owners or tenants.

<1Eighteenth century Bucks politics had been dominated 
by"Lords, gentlemen and wealthy merchants". Thus the 
Grenvilles, Dukes of Buckingham at Stowe, had been a 
national powerhouse, had dominated the 12 burgesses of 
their pocket borough at Buckingham, as well as having the 
final say in Ay 1 esbury politics until about 1812. After 
this date the Whig candidates put forward by middle class 
electors began to block his nominees. The Parliamentary 
Reform Act of 1832 extended the Buckingham electorate to 
312, and direct Grenville power there, too, was at an end. 
This also happened to the Williams at Marlow, the Drakes 
at Amer sham, and the Earls of Shelburne in High Wycombe, 
so that henceforth, as Grenville economic power was 
diminished the middle class electorate became the political 
force in Bucks, and Whig political families began to 
acquire land and socio-economic influence in their stead.

By now at national level the urban working class was 
beginning to benefit from factory legislation, trades 
union activity, co-operative organisation, and self- 
improvement through the chapels and mechanics institutes*

1 Davis, R.W. Dp. f
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Meanwhile the rural labourer remained more poorly paid, 
inarticulate, and ignorant of the skills of collective 
bargaining or aid, throughout the study period.

However, in the adjacent Southern'#ôpnties of Herts, 
Bucks, Berks and Oxon, a new spontaneous violent move
ment born of anger and desperation, emerged in protest 
against poverty and injustice during 1830. This move
ment, known as Capt. Swing, was to affect Penny Stratford 
in due course.

The influence of the gentry in Penny affairs was 
derived from Philip Buncombe Pauncefort Buncombe, whose 
early career until his inauguration as Sheriff of 
Buckinghamshire in 1824 has already been recounted. 
Subsequently he provided help and sanction by his 
gracious présidence over Penny affairs for the quarter 
century up to his death in 1849 (See Decision Makers' 
Model). In 1821 he chaired the meetings of St. Martin's 
Church Enlargement Committee and subscribed more than all 
the other gentry and clergy together towards the project. 
He served on the committee of the reformed National School 
from 1828 until it was placed on a sound basis in 1839*
He supported a scheme for provision of allotments to 
labourers and various local charities. Despite this 
enlightened philanthropy he shared the loyalties of the 
landed interest and patronised Benjamin Disraeli from 
1847 onwards.

Among middle class leaders in this reforming period, 
only Dr. Gent was a devout Tory (who voted Chandos at the 
1830 Bucks election) and High Churchman. He was a 
champion of law and order, being associated with the Bucks
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Militia which suppressed the Swing riots of 1830. His 
exponency of the doctrine of self-help has already been 
recorded.

Others like William Linnell and Gregory Odell Clarke 
were more consistently nonconformist and liberal 
politically - both voting for SmithAGrenfell in the above 
elections. The efforts of such citizens were, however, 
still handicapped by inadequate Penny representation on the 
Bletchley Vestry.

Until 1831 the resident Vicar of Lavendon also held 
the Bletchley and Penny livings. Penny citizens' 
grievances included the outvoting of their churchwarden by 
those of Bletchley and Water Eaton - and the fact that 
they were called upon to support Bletchley inectory - yet 
charged extra-parochial fees at a higher rate for 
marriages, births and deaths. To compound this 
injustice they must support their own Poor administration, 
road maintenance - and provide upkeep for their own St. 
Martin's Church.

When D.P.D. Buncombe and Dr. Gent served on the
Church Enlargement Committee in 1821 they appealed to
Bletchley for a contribution towards the £800 required.
The response was only one church collection - so that
when the Rev'. Midgeley, "Pluralist" Vicar of Lavendon,
died, the churches separated. In 1834 the refusal of
Penny Stratford to subscribe to Bletchley Vestry was
upheld by an Archdeaconal Court - and Penny Stratford
Vestry with two Churchwardens, precursor of Penny

1Stratford Urban District Council, emerged.

1 Legg, Edward. Unpublished res?eanc4vnofces into Penny 
Stratford History,1̂ 6%,
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In its early years Dr. Gent and the Linnells were 
among its leaders, which included other tradesmen of 
similar backgrounds. Their earliest projects included 
the provision of mains sewage on both principal 
concourses.

To appreciate Penny Stratford’s part in the 1830 
Swing Riots, it is interesting to test it against those 
characteristic features of places given to unrest listed 
by the author of "Capt. Swing",^ before outlining the 
events locally. These in brief, include villages with a 
large percentage of craftsmen, especially shoemakers, 
because of their notorious radicalism; the open parish 
"a village within a parish whose building land was owned by 
small men - publicans, shopkeepers, artizans and the like, 
while the bulk of farming land was monopolised or o'#ned by 
an oligarchy ... rural slums ... whence surplus labour 
issued to work on the fields of their neighbouring 
parishes ..."; parishes with a large proportion of 
labourers to a few farmers; a high incidence of non
conformists; a town with local centres of communication, 
e.g. markets, fairs; and one with a long history of local 
disputes, e.g. over enclosure, or local politics or 
administration". This list, not coincidentally, is a 
profile of Penny Stratford, which in 1830 had 20% of its 
population craftsmen - including one dozen shoemakers and 
cordwainers; a large number of house owners but an 
oligarchy of four landowners, who held land in at least 
three parishes - supporting the picture of labourers 
issuing forth to work outside their home parish.

1 Hobsbaum, E.J. and Rude, George. op. cit.,8A?y ,
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1798  ̂estimates of 6 farmers and 39 labourers gives a ratio 
of 1 : 6,5, while I85I estimates of 6 farmers to 117 labourers 
gives a ratio of 1 : 19. Probably the intermediate ratio for 
1830 was higher than those quoted by Hobsbaum and Rude-
certainly high enough to predispose malcontent.Furthermore,

I 2the 1851 Census Enumerators return indicates only 38 of the
above 117 labourers as employed by the six farmers concerned , 
so that the other 79 must have been obliged to "issue to work 
on the fields of neighbouring parishes", (see Pig, No. 24 in appendix).

In 1630 Penny had two dissenters* meetings - attended by 
middle-class and labouring members; a long-established market; 
two annual fairs; and the bad relations which had always appertained 
between the Fenny citizens and the Bletchley Vestry had. reached 
an all-time "low" in this the last year of Rev, Mdgeley’s unpopular 
ministry. Fiurthermore,pauperism was at a peak, wages were half that 
of 1810, and Davis' "intolerable gap between expectations and what 
people get"- the classical situation for revolution, seems to iiave been 
reached at this very" date,'̂ (Fig, No. 1 (dj)

In 1,830 uneiiployment after a particularly bad harvest was 
made more intolerable by attenpted "cut-backs" on out-relief all 
over Buckinghamshirê , This was the very last straw to people 
already on the verge of violent protest.

Between Dec* 1st. and 9th. 18^^ "riots moved north to the 
area enclosed by the towns of Bletchley. Wolverton and Newport 
Pagneil. On the first of December threshing machines were 
burned at Little Brickhill and Fenny Stra.tford. and

1 Bucks Posse Comitatus - 1798 for Penny Stratford. C.R.0, ,Aylesbury.
2 Census Enumerator's Returns for Penny Stratford, C.R,0. ,Aylesbury.

1851.
3 Davis,J.C.,"Towards a theory of revolution", as quoted by Palil,R.E. , 

"Sociological models in geography" in Integrated Models in Geography, 
Chorley and Haggett, pp. 217-241.

4 Hobsbaum,E, J. , and Rud̂ ,George. op, cit. pp. 75-77.
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there was a final round of riots over wages at Stony 
Stratford on the 3rd., Newport Pagneil on the 4th., and 
Fenny Stratford on the 9th. December".̂  According to the 
appendices of "Capt. Swing" further threshers were burned 
on this second occasion. The local yeomanry were called 
out and the riots dispersed.

Harsh retribution was meted out at Aylesbury Assizes 
in January 1831; 44 were sentenced to death (although
only three were actually executed); 32 underwent trans
portation to Tasmania; 46 were gaoled, and another 81 
were acquitted. For a generation the labouring 
population was cowed, although smouldering hate occasionally 
showed itself in incendiarism or attacks upon gamekeepers, 
popularly regarded as traitors to their class.

1 Hobsbaum, E.J. and Rude, George. dp. cit.;p..l46/
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CHAPESR 7# Buckinghamshire and Fenny Stratford in 1835.

1, In 1831 the population of England and Y/ales stood at/Î3,697,000
while that of Buckinghamshire stood at 146,977*

The growth of population in the decade I83I - 182|.1 was barely 
6 ,̂supporting the evidence that hard times continued,indeed only some 
larger parishes experienced any growth- small parishes underwent decline 
or remained static. Even some towns e. g*¥endover and Beaconsfield 
registered declines.

Budcingham - approaching 4,000 in population,witli its tanyards

and other crafts at their peak in 1831,began now to decline in favour
jof Aylesbury* Aylesbury had begun to grow rapidly since it acquired 

its canal link in I8l4,'*̂ ch confirmed its natural centrality and 
greater commercial nodality. The advent of the railway -vdiich entirely 
by-passed Buckingham finally clinched the matter (fig. I3 )

In 1831 Penny Stratford’s population stood at 635,and was to rise
to 765 by 11841 ~ a growtli conparable to that of the previous decade.

The number of professionals and craftsmen grew proportionately, 
and a greater diversity of services provided by them enhanced the town’s 
amenities.

The Poor Law Amendment Act of IB34,inhumane in its concept, 
nevertheless had the desirable effects of reducing pauperism rapidly, 
and freeing agriculture and commercial interests from excessive poor 
rates,as the incentive towards renewed effort and self help on one hand, 
and the

1 Cheshire ,0. J., "The growth of Aylesbury and the development of
its urban morphology”.Thesis for il.A. of London University, 1,95̂ *
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deterrent of Newport Pagneil’̂ workhouse under 
construction on the other, took their effects.
2. At the national level virtual completion of 
Parliamentary Enclosure meant that hy 1835 subsistence 
farming had been largely superceded by commercial 
agriculture throughout Lowland Britain. This process 
was finalised after 1838 when the London - Birmingham • 
Railway, already under construction in 1835, and its 
subsequent links, brought the expanding urban markets of 
London and the Midlands within reach of the various low
land agricultural regions.

In Buckinghamshire during the early 18306 many 
small farmers were actually bankrupt by repeated demands 
of the poor r.ate, e.g. in November 1832 Cholesbury had 
lost so many of its small farmers that "the rate could not 
be collected ••. the land in the parish being almost all 
abandoned ... so that the village itself went bankrupt and 
its poor had to be supported by levies on other parishes". 
Larger landowners and farmers did not, of course, suffer so 
badly, but they did find the Poor Law Relief heavy, and the 
Swing Riots of 1829-30 convinced them that, worse still, it 
was not effectively helping the poor.

• In 1832 a Royal Commission set up to investigate the 
situation received the passage quoted above from the Rev .. 
Henry Jeston, Vicar of -Cholesbury, who contended that his 
village had been demoralised, rather than helped, by whole
sale relief. When he took over, he assumed a lead in 
organising self-help projects - so that by 1838 two 
ex-paupers in his parish were paying 15/- rates on their
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holdings, and hy iSljO were themselves Poor Law Overseers,
For Gholeshury in the Chilterns, at least, 1835 marked the 
start of regeneration in village life.

The polarisation of a select oligarchy of land
owners in Penny Stratford as a consequence of successive 
enclosures was an extreme rather than typical development. 
Between 1791 and 1809 Thomas Ager had swallowed up nine 
tiny holdings, of 3 k perches each, granted under the Bov/ 
Brickhill Penny Stratford Act of 1791-3 to small land
owners in lieu of common rights, and which had 
subsequently proved uneconomic. As already noted, under 
the Bletchley Award the Rector of Bletchley’s tithes had 
been commuted to land, and Thomas Ager, P.D.P. Duncombe 
and the devisees of Thomas Harrison had all conspired to 
consolidate their holdings at the same time. Since this, 
Duncombe had taken in land purchased from Wm. Linnell and 
Thomas Billington near the old town (1817 and 1833). Now 
these men virtually controlled all the agricultural land in 
Penny Stratford? True, many craftsmen in the old town 
owned the small close behind their house, and were also 
smallholders, but to do this they rented additional land 
from one or several of the four landowners.
E.g. Wm. Linnell, according to Land Tax Assessment Returns 
of ISUO-I,^ owned two houses with a piece of land, assessed 
at ah-9-0 , and in addition rented land assessed for 
£2-18-0 from the Rev . Broughton, and land assessed for 
£1 -I4.-I from P.D.P. Duncombe.
1 Hay, David and Joan, ap. oit. “7/2 Legg, Edv/ard. Unpublished.f̂ êarchmoCe# on Penny Stratford 

history.1^67•3 Land Tax Assessment Returns 1782-1851. C.R.O. Aylesbury,
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3* Throughout the Midlands and North after 1760, new 
industrial urban areas, such as the West Riding woollen 
towns in Yorkshire, the North Staffordshire "Potteries", 
and Birmingham's "Black Country" were emerging, transforming 
the original market towns - with such few exceptions as 
Market Drayton, Newcastle-under-Lyme and Warv/ick, which 
retained some of their former character.

The absence of coal, then the prevalent source of 
industrial fuel and power, meant that market towns 
remained the norm throughout Buckinghamshire.

Despite the shortcomings of road and canal, both of 
which were subject to severe seasonal delays, national 
trade had continued to expand considerably. This 
expansion, born of necessity, might obscure the 
dissatisfaction felt by contemporary commercial interests; 
but it is evidenced, when viewed in retrospect, by the 
alacrity with which these same interests transferred their 
patronage from canal to rail after 1838.

In the Penny Stratford of 1835 new houses in Methodist 
Row, Woodbine Terrace, Mount Pleasant and the St. Martin's 
Church, or Bast, side of Cross Street, were at last 
occupied by artizan or middle class owners respectively.
No longer was the town confined to the framework of her two 
principal streets.

In this same year the finalised route for the London- 
Birmingham Railway secured government sanction, and so 
landovmers, like members of the Harrison family who owned 
land in the Bletchley Park area, were soon approached by 
negotiators, surveyors and assessors preparing the ground 
for the jislyy'îq s

1 Richards, P.S. 0p. cit./>.3̂ 7.2 Coleman, Terry. "The Railway Navvies".Hutchinson 1965.
7U.



About this date the Rector of Simpson, imprisoned for 
debt by a Mr. Seeley of Aylesbury, was released on the 
ground that "he would receive compensation from the London- 
Birmingham Railway for ĵ lebe land taken for the railway 

The coaching boom already described was now at its 
peak. Perhaps for reasons associated with it Thomas 
Holdom who owned the 'Marquis of Granby', a very poor 
hostelry off Watling Street near the site of the original 
Rickley Wood, chose this time to restore to it its
original name of "Denbigh Hall Inn".

2k * In 1835 Bucks landowners, in common with those 
elsewhere in England and Wales were "licking the wounds" 
inflicted on them politically by the Parliamentary Reforms 
Act of 1832. They could not fail to be apprehensive 
towards the newly emancipated middle class now entering 
the political arena, nor be unaware of the smouldering 
hatred displayed by the labourers in the recent riots of 
1830. In five years social relations had been 
irrevocably changed.

The nobility and gentry, their political domination 
reduced to a strong but diminishing influence, tended 
where possible;to enlarge their estates, and entrench 
themselves economically against the winds of change. The 
old Duke of Buckingham's fortunes were waning, and his 
estates were sold up soon after his death in 1839.
Another Grenville, Lord Nugent, once returned as M.P. for 
Aylesbury as the Duke's nominee, was now going to clear 
his debts, as Lord High Commissioner to the Ionian Islands.

I
1 Legg, Edward. Unpublished Wfcee en Penny

Stratford History. 767.
2 Davis, R.W. <ô^, c ± t , p i i o ' / *

75.



To retain power in future even aristocratic politicians 
must court the middle class voter — thus the Duke's nephew. 
Lord Chandos, strove, like many of his class, to side with 
middle class radicals so that, at the expense of his own 
class, he would retain political influence. By an even 
stranger irony the Whig political families, who had been 
instrumental in curbing the electoral power of the 'landed' 
nobility, now began to buy up landed estates in 
Buckinghamshire, and similar counties within easy reach of 
London, in order to entrench themselves in these now much- 
devalued trappings of aristocratic power.

The middle class in Bucks was noŵ  aware, not only of 
its unity and economic strength, but also of its power to 
return to Parliament politicians representing its own 
particular interests.

The only wholly unrepresented sector of the community 
now remaining was the rural labouring poor - devoid of 
political influence, and incapable of the simplest kind of 
organisation by which its problems or grievances might be 
solved. The 'Swing' movement had failed, and thereafter, 
apart from rare outbreaks of incendiarism, violence was not 
again resorted to.

In 1835 the rural labourers, after twenty years of 
particularly severe deprivation, were now reeling under a 
viciously harsh, though ultimately therapeutic body blow 
delivered by their "Betters" - that is, the Poor Law 
Amendment Act of 1834. This Act, according to Eraser,^ 
was based on the preconceived ideas of the Commissioners - 
Chadwick - a Benthamist,and Senior, disciple of Ricardo.

1 Hobsbaum, E.J. & Rude George. op. cit.b,//,
2 Fraser, Derek. op. Q l t ,p > 3 9 »
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In his words " what the Commissioners believed may not have been 
the truth, but the subsequent legislation was based on that belief'*
In this connection see also Kirk and Brookfield* s models of 
perception in pages 5-7 of Chapter two, and also Fig.No. 28(g).
The theories held by these n^n included "The principle of less 
eligibility" - that hitherto relief had encouraged idleness and to 
reverse this pauperism must be made unpleasant; and "The Dogma of 
the Workhouse Test"-'ï̂ ch argued that the poor, though inadequately 
paid, must not be helped - this only having the effect of reducing 
effort and undermining free labour ( Ricardo was a ’laissez-faire* 
economist). Both accepted the need to provide for the aged and 
infirm, but argued that unless the level of relief given to the destitute 
was lov/er than tliat available to free labour, the able-bodied poor would 
be encouraged to seek relief. Workhouse Relief must entail a stigma 
and sufficient discomfort to deter all but the genuinely destitute.
For administrative efficiency small parishes must be grouped into 
’Unions* to provide adequate workhouses giving appropriate treatment 
to each of the categories of in-mate* Between I.83I and 1834 tlie cost 
of relief nationally was reduced from £714 down to £4.5M* - but 
the harsh deterrents were an outrage and an injustice to the aged, 
infirm, and to those pauperised by the economic fluctuations 
inlierent in capitalism, through no fault of their own. The Poor Law 
Union at A îesbury was set up in 1)834, and the Newport Pagnell 
Union, to which ihe poor of Penny Stratford were sent, was 
established in 1836, ^

The Rev. Henry Jeston, Vicar of Cholesbury in the Chilterns 
from 1830 - 1889, organised with great diligence a whole range of self-hel]

1 Markham, Sir Frank. op. cit. p. 44.
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projects for his parishioners - schools, thrift clubs, 
allotments, which helped restore hope and self-respect.
It was such middle class leaders who provided leadership, 
and by their initiative helped show the way in which 
salvation lay, when relief was withdrawn, and the labourers 
had insufficient understanding to help themselves.

It was at this very time that in Penny Stratford the 
middle class leaders of that town were meeting under the 
auspices of the newly-established Penny Stratford Vestry, 
to plan the provision of mains drainage. This may well
have been a project promoted by Dr. Gent.

Meanwhile, as elsewhere, the labouring majority, 
although benefiting from the improved amenities provided 
by the middle class leading citizens, were as yet too 
poor, inarticulate, and overworked to participate in the 
local government or social life of the town.

1 Hay, David and Joan. ©p. c ± t , p > i 0 6  *
2 Legg, Edward. Unpublished reseanc-h into Penny

Stratford History, 1^67>
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CHÆPTSR 8. Processes of cliange operating there after IS33.
1# In 1841 tlie population of Budcinghamsbire stood at 156,439,by 
1851 at 163,723 - representing a 40 growth, compared with 60 between 
1.831 - 41,and l60 in the decade 1811 - 21* This "fall - off" in population 
growth,unprecedented since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, 
was the result of economic recession associated with what became known 
as the "Hungry Forties"*More enterprising labourers as well as professional 
emigrated to Canada and the U.S.A. ,or sought work in the industrial 
towns,while less resourceful men,driven to desperation, turned to 
crime*Most parishes of Budcingliamshire show-eithei- a modest growth 
or a decline in population for this decade* One rare exception was the 
phenomenal grov/th of Wolverton,where a new railway engineering works 
and settlement was established peripherally within an ancient parish- 
attracting engineers and craftsmen from all over England,and labourers 
from villages all over Buckinghamshire and neighbouring counties.
In 1831 the population of Wolverton was 417,rising to 1,261 in 184I, 
and 2,070 in I83l\

The railway came into being in response to economic changes 
outside Buckinghamshire.In I835 the largest British consumer market 
was London,and it was growing rapidly. Similarly British industry, 
concentrated on the coalfields of the Mdlands and North,was expanding. 
Until recently,Watling Street and the Grand Junction Canal had been 
Britain’s chief commercial routeways,but since its inception the canal 
had become obsolete and already was proving wholly

1 mnohin,George S., op.cit. /Victoria History of the County of
Buckingham, 1969. II, p. 101.
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inadequate for the nation's growing commerce, consequently 
the London - Birmingham Railway was eagerly awaited, and
later, when by amalgamation with the Grand Central it

-V Ibecame the London - North Western in 1846, linking London
with the'industrial North-west in addition, its provisions
were sufficiently flexible to meet the needs of the
subsequent century. With its arrival, the railway also
had far-reaching effects, commercially and as regards
employment, on several Buckinghamshire towns in addition
to Wolverton, among them Penny Stratford.

In 18415 Penny's population stood at 765 - by 1851 it
was 870, not all of which, however, can be attributed to
the railway. In 1841, the Census Enumerator's Return listed

"1two engine drivers, by I85I the Return listed 15 men 
deriving employment from the Railway - of which f had 
originated outside of Buckinghamshire. Pifteen men 
between them would have supported about 75 people in the 
town (Pig. 2-4; ) •

Some idea of the commercial benefits derived from the 
railway is afforded by the protests which greeted the 
closure of Denbigh Hall temporary station in the auttimn of 
1838.

The Railway Company responded by approving a new 
station just inside Penny Stratford Parish on the western 
margin, although- ironically called "Bletchley and Penny 
Stratford Station". The newspaper report of 17th. Nov.
1838  ̂recorded the "great inconvenience" afforded by the 
closure, and the fact that the new station "about one mile

1 Census Enumerator's Returns for Penny Stratford 
1841 & 1851. C.R.Ü., Aylesbury.

2 "Northampton Mercury" Newspaper of 17th Nov. 1838.
Bucks County Reference Library (Microfilm).
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from Penny Stratford" ... was to be built ••• "agreeably 
to the request of a large number of the gentry and farmers 
of that vicinity" which appears to confirm the local 
recognition of the commercial advantages accruing to 
agriculture from such a station. In short, the railway 
was to contribute substantially^to population growth and the 
occupational structure of Penny Stratford in a period 
extending beyond the limits of this study.
2. The country at large after 1835 saw only steady 
improvements in agriculture - consolidation rather than 
dramatic change. Exceptions to this were in areas 
traversed by a new railway line.

As already indicated, the London - Birmingham 
Railway and Bletchley Station were the most significant 
factors for change in local agriculture, and local 
agitation for the station, and preparedness to sell land 
to the Railway Company, confirms that local landowners were 
well aware that, these factors were advantageous to them 
especially when, within twelve years,.they sold 
additional land for the Bedford line and Penny Stratford 
Station, as well as the Oxford line. Clearly they 
planned to expand local cattle markets as well as London 
bmrkets.

The Grand Junction Canal continued to be used by 
farmers for bulky, low-value commodities, or ones for 
which speed was immaterial. Thus evidence exists that 
manure from Central London Dairies and Cab stables was 
exported to farmers like the Clarksons of Great Linford, 
Woolstone, etc. by canal, and some draft horses were
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V ' "rested" on pastures in the same area,having travelled both ways

Æ?t' ■ As elsewhere in Britain,enclosure was now largely completed,and so
this was a period of improved estate mamgeraent and the introduction
of more machinery in agriculture. New railway lines involved some
rationalisation of field boundaries,particularly on land belonging
to the Harrison and Ager families during I838 and 1846.
3. . In this period of economic recession and veiy slow population
growth in Buckinghamshire,the towns suffered least, aaid only Olney,
among all the towns larger than 2,000 in population, actually declined 

2.in size vdien the introduction of machine lace brought about the 
decline of its pillow lace industry.Ecojaomically the villages of Bucks 
made a slow recovery after I834, when the Poor Law Amendment Act 
reduced their burden of poor rates. However, the new,larger and more 
economic faim holdings ̂ «Mch emerged required fewer labourers,-̂  and 
so many villages did not recover their I83I population level until 
the twentieth century®

Larger towns grew most,for exaaple ,Aylesbuiy grew in population 
by 210 between I183I — 1851, üianks to an expansion in her market function 
which came out of enhanced nodality* Similarly,over the same period 
the population of High T/ycombe grew by 140,thanks to a resurgence in the 
wooden ware craft industry - based upon Chiltern beechwood - wMch 
transformed it into a factory industry supplying chairs to a market 

' extending over the entire British Entire. Such accretions to 
established towns,which developed a raulti-pattenimorphology

lÆgg,Edv;ard, Unpublished research notes on Penny Stratford 
histô ,1967«
ianchin,GeoggeIS.,"Table of Population",and Jamison,C®,"Industries 
lace making" .Victoria History of the County of Buckingham. 1969.
II, pp. 100 and 107 respectively.
Hay,David and Joan, op. cit. pp. 207,221.
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is not comparable with the virtually new creations in the twin

company towns of Wolverton-cum-Bradwell.

In 1838 the London-Birmingham Railway Company planned to establish 
a railway works equidistant between those two cities, and finally 
settled on a virgin site close-by to the ancient village of Wolverton 
and adjacent to the Grand Junction Canal. First they built the 
railway works - then they established a railway town for their 
employees called Wolverton Station,but later New Wolverton or just 
Wolverton.mth paternalistic zeal they invested it with churches of 
various denominations,schools and a gas works,all within a very few 
years. The grid-iron road pattern and stilted architecture marks it 
out as a ’single-dacision ' type town-similar whether they originated 
through the plans of a mediaeval monarch as did Winchelsea,or of
industrial companies such as established Pembz*oke Dock or Pullman,

1Illinois ÿ or arose out of a speculative venture to establish a sea—side 
resort,as was the case of Llandudnô * Pig, 2a.

A great viaduct and embankment was erected across the Ouse Vallsy 
nearby, A little later the railwaymen themselves built New Bradwell under 
their own initiative - by paying subscriptions into Building Clubs, 
which received generous subsidy from the railway company. The streets 
here were of similar grid-iron pattern to those of Wolverton.
Wolverton grew phenomenally from 417 in I83I to 2,070 by 11851.At 
first, while the London-Birmingham Railway Company was building its own 
locomotives, there was a large proportion of engineers,many from Scotland, 
in the work—force. Later,however, more labourers were recruited from nearby

1 Porteous,J. D., "The nature of the company town". Institute of 
British Geographers ,No*51,Nov. 1970, p. 134.
Carter,Harold, "A decision—making approach to town plan analysis;; 
a case study of Llandudno". Urban Essays:Studies in the Geography 
ofJales".Editors,Carter,H. and, Davies,%  K. D. ,Lonĝ ,"ii970. p. 69. ‘ ‘
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Buckinghamshire villages. ̂ After 1839 the branch line to Aylesbury
2enabled that town to grow commercially at the expense of Buckingham.

''i . • 1So far the impetus given to Buckinghamshire’s population growtli 
and economic expansion by the railways has been demonstrated.lt remains 
to record how the railways eclipsed the road and canal trade ,whidi is 
appropriately illustrated by subsequent reference to Penny Stratford.

There v/as very little building in Penny Stratford during the 
1840s - a few houses on Mount Pleasant and Stag Lane - mainly because 
very little land was made available for development until beyond the 
limit of our study period (see Chapter 9)'when several large estates

were broken up.
After 1838 Watling Street,-ssÆiich had for so long been the 

principal routeway northwards from London,was deserted until the advent 
of the motor car. The turnpike was abolished in 1868.

The coaching trade had declined from 280 per week in I835, 
to 12 in 1844 at Stony Stratford.̂  The same is true of canal traffic, 
for in 1845the canal was carrying seven times as much coal as the rail
way,but by 1850 barely half as much

Nor was it simply the road transport interests and canal 
proprietors who suffered.In towns like Penny Stratford the vAiole 
economy was affected,so that a brief account of the arrival of the 
railways is appropriate,in order to demonstrate its impact*

2
34

Richards,Peter, "The influence of railways on the growth of Wolvertonj 
Buckinĝ «̂ ĥire".Records of Buckinghamshire .Journal of the Bucks 
Archaeological Soclety.Vol.3VII ,Part 2,1962. pp. 122-5.
Che shire, C.J., op. cit.
îtokham,Sir Prank, op, cit. , II, p. 69.
Hadfield,Charles, op. cit., p.220.
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Between 1835 and 1838 the railway builders built 
southwards from Birmingham as far as Rugby and north
wards from Euston Fields, London̂ âs far as Denbigh Bridge 
in Fenny Stratford. Here, between 9th April 1838 and the 
following September when the through-line was officially 
opened - most trains had to transfer passengers to 
coaches between the two ends -although the line was 
joined on 24th June, and the very first train passed 
through to Birmingham on that date.

This ’transhipment point’ brought a temporary trade 
’bonanza* to Denbigh Hall Inn and Innkeeper Thomas 
Holdoms. He had already enjoyed the patronage of a 
)̂ âilwaÿ Navvies’ camp, nov/ he was inundated with passengers

Aawaiting connecting coaches to Rugby and elsewhereI His 
inn temporarily"resembled a race course or fair" ... and 
he was obliged to convert his "parlour to coffee room, bar 
to parlour, kitchen to bar, stable into kitchen", while 
"tents served as bedrooms-cum-dining roomsI" Even after 
the trains passed through,a temporary railway station 
remained until 1840. When this was finally closed, 
prompting the protëst described earlier, Denbigh Hall 
reverted to its normal gloom.

In 1840 "Bletchley and Fenny Stratford Station" was 
opened, ironically in Fenny Stratford, but near to 
Bletchley Church, hence its name. In 1846 the Duke of 
Bedford promoted the establishment of the Bedford Branch 
line, with a little station just off Watling Street "at 
Fenny Stratford.

In 1850 the Oxford Line was opened - promoted by
Sir Harry Verney and begun in 1848. This led bo

1 Legg, Edv/ard. Unpublished into Fenny
Stratford History,f96?,
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Bletchley Station being regarded as a Junction, and the 
building was subsequently improved. The railway, as 
already suggested, provided a new easy access to London 
markets for the local farmers - who had previously lost 
business in marketing their cattle and butter due to 
ineffectual transport and unavoidable delays. However, 
the railwaŝ b̂y facilitating the import of cheap mass- 
produced goods from the Midlands and North, also swamped 
a number of small craft industries kept alive by poor 
communications which had afforded them a partial monopoly 
of local markets and some share in the London Market.
As regards Penny Stratford, by reducing the coaching trade 
along Watling Street it took away the business of black
smiths, farmers and wheelv/rights and, of course, 
victuallers and innkeepers. Inns were reduced to 
advertising in Railway Brochures that they provided "Plys"

Aor "Omnibuses" to meet every train.
However, in so far as Penny Stratford’s economy was 

primarily based upon agriculture, the changes wrought by 
the railway were mainly for the good. Certainly there is 
no evidence in the 1851 occupational analysis (Pig. 2 . ^  

in appendix) to suggest the contrary - and after 1850 
Penny Stratford launched upon building developments and 
improvements in amenities which betoken its heightened 
prosperity.
4. Throughout England and Wales after 1835, the ’landed 
interest’, in order to retain political influence, 
depended upon the support of the middle class electorate. 
It continued to provide professional politicians because 
such men had the acumen, education, and prestige which won

1 , Markham, Sir Prank. ©p. cit.^; .̂60'
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respect from all classes, but also because they were
prepared to forego class interests in order to gain
political support. "It is often said that the English
aristocracy retained political infludnce by judicious
concessions ... the politics of Mid-Victorian
Buckinghamshire were middle class - for all that the

1leaders remained aristocratic"
During the 1840Sr; the influence of the Grevilles 

declined along with their ov/nership of land - while the 
Whiggish Rothschilds grew more powerful. Thus in 1841 
the Duke of Buckingham’s tenants constituted 116 (300) 
of the electorate there and "the Duke’s support was 
(still) a prerequisite of a successful candidate". In 
Aylesbury, though never so influential, he was described 
(1842) as "taking an active part in protecting this 
borough against the Whigs". However, by 1848 the Duke’s 
estates had been sold up - and various members of the 
Rothschild family were engaged in buying properties as 
and when they came on the market - e.g. Sir Anthony 
Rothschild bought Aston Clinton, while Baron Lionel 
Rothschild bought estates in Aylesbury, Bierton, and

2Hulcott, as well as buying Huiton from the Dashwoods.
The Rothschilds were not above corrupt political 

practices anymore than the Grenvilles they had succeeded, 
and through their agent they coerced their tenants, so that 
eight out of ten of them voted consistently for the 
Rothschild nominees.

1 ,Davis, R.W. op. c ± t , p ^ 2 7 >
2 Davis, R.W. ©p. cit. ̂
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The middle class now held sway in politics, thanks 
to the fact that despite the general economic hardship, 
the sources of their wealth, industry and commerce, were 
still expanding, and at a rate considerably hi^ier than 
the revenue derived from landed estates.

The rural labourers were the last social group to 
enjoy the fruits of the industrial revolution - but even 
they, under middle class leadership, were beginning to 
learn means of self-improvement, e.g. by 1850 the Revd. 
Jeston of Cholesbury had established allotments, a seed 
potatp fund, a Parochial Lending Library, a clothing and
fuel club, and a Church Choir for his parishioners, and

' athis was not an isolated instance. Nonconformity and
the activities of National Friendly Societies like the

2"Manchester Union of Oddfellows", at the end of our 
period, were providing such labourers with inspiration, 
hope and a grounding in democratic participation which 
provided a training ground for subsequent trades union 
activity.

In Penny Stratford the nonconformist whiggish middle 
class had complete control under the sympathetic 
patronage of the Squire, P.D.P. .Duncombe. Their 
programme of local reforms wase directed towards the 
furtherance of their own class interests - that is, 
towards the commercial prosperity and improved amenities 
of the town. These amenities involved an increase in the 
number of professionals, which although only proportionate 
to the overall population growth - also served to increase 
the range of services available in the town, for example,

1 Hay, David and Joan. ©p. c± t*b ,Z û û i
2 Hobsbaum, E.J. and Rude, George. ©p. cit.^^2f5-
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until about 1840 there were no solicitors or dentists in 
Penny Stratford. (Pig. No. 24" in Appendix). It was 
also about this time that education was placed on a firm 
basis.

In 1839 P.D.P. Duncombe and the Revu. Poules 
promoted the re-establishment of the National School, 
which had till then led a sporadic existaricb, and 
succeeded in raising its attendance from 22 (1830) to 
70 pupils (1840). Girls were, admitted after 1844, when 
30 girls were enrolled.

By 1850 the sewers had been laid along High Street 
and Cross Street, and Penny Stratford had rail links with 
London, Birmingham, the North-West, Oxford and Bedford.
The subsequent period was to be one of economic expansion.
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CHAPTER % Buckinghamshire and Femiy Stratford in 1850»

1o In 1851 the population of England and Wales stood at 
17,719 0̂00 r̂epresenting a growth of 22fo over the past twenty 
years* Yet over the same period the population of Buckinghamshire 
had only increased hy 110 to 163,723»

This far slower growth rate may he attributed to the fact 
that Buckinghamshire remained almost wholly rural and agrarian 
throughout our study period - while particularly in the Mdlands 
and North of England,huge urban industrial cities had sprung up, 
and London had also grown as a result of its international trade*

In the ninety years covered by our study period the 
population of England and Wales grew two and a half times,but within 
this overall figure is concealed far more dramatic increases 
e*g* Birmingham quadrupled its population between I17OO and 1800,"̂  
vdiereas between 1fj60 and I85O, Buckinghamshire did not even double 
its population (Pig 15,and Pig 22 in appendix)*

The four largest towns of Buckinghamshire in I801,' #tlll 
retained that distinction and had grown considerably in the fifty 
years up until 1851,despite their dependence upon trade and craft 
industries only* Thus High Wycombe * s population grew from 

4,248 in 11801 to 7,179 in I85I 
Che sham from 3,969 1801 to 6,098 in I85I
Aylesbury from 3,186 in 1801 to 6,081 in I85I
iîarlow from 3,̂ 36 in lîli to 4,485 in I85I*
Yet still, in toto,these towns only constituted 140 of
Buckinghamshire's total population, showing the 
insignificance of urbanisation and industrialisation in

1 Mitchell, Jean* op* cit. pp. 278,280.
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the coiinty at that period. In 1851, 66,000 out of a 
total population of 163,723 still lived in parishes of less 
than 1,000 people - that is 400 of the people, instead of 
(pB/g as in 1801. Bearing in mind that over the same period 
the population had grown hy 510, it is the more remarkable 
that 400 of the people still lived in such scantily 
populated parishes.

In North Bucks the total population of the three 
major towns; Buckingham, Newport Pagnell and Olney 
constituted only about 10,000 as late as 1851. Furthermore, 
growth since 1801 had been relatively slow - Buckingham 
2,605 to 4,020; Newport Pagnell 2,048 to 3,651 ; and 
Olney 2,003 to 2,265. This makes it all the more 
exceptional that the smaller, poorer market town of Penny 
Stratford grew by 530 over the same period - 1801, 469;
1851, 870; when many places of comparable size remained 
almost static. This may be directly attributed to 
Penny’s situation athv/art the main N - 8 trade arteries 
between the Midlands and London, namely the Grand Junction 
Canal after 1800, and the London-Birmingham Railway after 
1838, which facilitated its economic expansion,

To test out this explanation it will be necessary to 
compare Penny Stratford’s population changes and growth 
with those of a comparable small Buckin^amshire market 
settlement which did not have the same canal and railway 
assets, in another study, subsequently.

As regards the sex and age structure of Penny 
Stratford, the main features can be ascertained from Pig. 
No. ly ^  This shows a broad-based shallow pyramid which 
could equally characterise a subsistence-type
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/f, ŷg/f̂ yg/wav /v
^WwY è m rfc m J > ,l7 9 S -lS S f

m t  (97 mprmeN è Tmmm&7)

/79S (4Z CFfiFm£kfâ7mê0M&f)

(A T tÔ O R H t jJ ü î  Ù fT fiA P m A U .. , Ù 0m P fU S !N 6 i r d B 1 3 5 /

A im tC B B P B J lS v ic t u a l l e r s ,M A ta S lf^ S iH Q ltL U E R S .O O O P B i^ S 7 7
6 fooPlesciMm) B A r£ fiS ,ln iL L e p S ,â f^ O ô B flS 5 6
C meffTàLEmBF 6 m im ,& o Q a A A i(a P s )c ù m M H e k î,Z A t> v iM 5 ,H m e s s > }o ù L iM iA A m % . 6 28
D curmm p R A p m , m u o n s , â tù v e p s , m E m e s  a ia p b p s ,  H S rm ? $ 9 /OE coNsrkucrtofi B u tu > £ ^ ,m c i(m d n S iM A m 5 ,a \ia > e im is l:a iiiB K S ,m ^ r7 }^ ^ s s /ù m s E rs e 24F IRON tw iK b w 0 !a m e s 5 ,S f^ m ,w M £ m m H rB ,m im w 6 £ fiû ,.B m t/v £ ê R ô s /36 miatmfimovs C M iF m tM y u ê m , P m tH  po u$m£ B , 4- :

' T o m m 4^ 9/
%  cyafismrî Sir̂ sbhrel̂  oJon̂  bj/fk -éhe prok^shndldôss Ot̂ id

Amid ik t nosim Wcfcff/ng' kJtzldthf inTfumcF. beĵ trrd dke/n 
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agricultural village in India today - where children 
constitute half the population and old people are few.
Another notable feature is the higher mortality of 
females in the 11 - 20 age group, which represents their 
early reproductive years - but balanced by higher male 
mortality in the age groups beyond 41 years.

The occupational structure in 1851 is tabulated along 
with that of 1798 on Pig. IS , and analysed in consideration 
of main occupational groups, categories of skilled crafts
men, and relative correlations between the indigenous and 
immigrant origins of the workpeople in various occupations 
in Pigs. 19 ̂ 2 0  . These figures are also expanded
upon below.

It is noted on Pig. 13 that despite the large overall 
growth of population in Penny between 1798 and 1851, the 
number of farmers remained constant, and the number of 
craftsmen and professionals only increased directly in 
proportion to total population. On the other hand, the 
number of unskilled workers, and those engaged as farm 
servants and labourers, as well as female craftworkers, 
grew in excess of what might be regarded as proportional 
to the total population. This may be partly explained by 
the Poor Law Amendment Act which by stigmatising 
pauperism and abolishing out-relief, probably obliged more 
housewives, for example, to work. Also concentration of 
land ownership will have reduced the relative number of 
farmers, and greatly increased demand for agricultural 
labour. Generally speaking, the occupational structure 
had remained remarkably stable throughout the study period.

The relative decline in the victualling trade
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indicated in Pig No. 19 is almost certainly attributable to the 
decline in the coaching trade which followed the advent of the 
railway. The massive expansion in commercial beef production, 
and of allied trades based upon leather, is supported by the 
evidence of canal and railway freight traffic, and tlie growth 
of local comnBrcial agriculture to serve the London market.
The growth of construction industries relates to the introduction 
of brickmaking and the growth of canal-side trade,but it is also 
related to the upsurge of building activity in Penny after 1830.

All these changes have been described in the text, where efforts 
have been made to trace the lives of certain persons of consequence, 
designated "decision makers", whose personal decisions helped to 
promote the changes ( see pp.46,47,60,64,74,77, and Pig,No. 28 (a)-(g) )* 
Tills represents an attenpt to establish the balance between a 
deterministi&iinteipretation of change as stemming from "blind forces" 
and the fortuitous view of change that can arise from regarding it 
as a product of man's free choice in action.

The truth is probablistic, that is, man’s choice is restricted 
by his "taxa"(see definition on p. 11,in the footnote) as 
conditioned by the underlying phenomenal environment( P. E. ) 
into which he was bom; and his behavioural environment( B, E. ) 
which itself has been conditioned by the P. E, , and in vhich man is 
nurtured. Nevertheless, within this taxa an individual with initiative 
can exercise a limited choice with significant consequences for 
subsequent change.

In Pig, No, 20 it is demonstrated that rearing cattle,
•çhich was always and still was a primarŷ  sector of the Penny Stratford 
economy in 1851, had been carried on in close conjunction mth the 
retail butcher's trade for some considerable period.In point of fact, 
the importance to the town of cattle rearing as far back as Saxon 
times may be inferred from the name Penny Stratford - alluding to an
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economy based upon the high proportion of water meadow in the 
tô mship, situated in the floodplain of the R. Ousel,
Incidently, it was also in this locality that the original 
manor house of the De Graj's, appropriately enough called 
Waterhouse, had been sited.

It is hardly surprising, therefore, that the majority 
of farmers and graziers,as v/ell as the concomitant butchers, 
came from Fenny Stratford and its associated manors of 
Bletchley, Water Eaton and Simpson (Zones 1 &2,fig,No,20 )•

It might reasonably be assumed that shoe makers would 
make up an indigenous trilogy - but as further indicated in 
Fig,No, 20 - a six-fold growth in the number of these tradesmen, 
proportionately three times greater than the population growth 
of fenny Stratford in the same period,was brought about by a 
grœlng demand for shoes in villages for which Fenny Stratford 
was the local service centre. In addition, the cordwainers engaged 
in the quality side of the trade, who made shoes as opposed to 
work boots, had often been attracted away from larger towns by 
the expanding trade. In short, the undoubted relationship beinwen 
cattle-rearing and shoe makers, because the latter depended upon 
the leather, was weakened by over-rapid expansion and diversification 
within the trade Y/Mch took place at this period.

The professional class,Fig No,20, was for the most part more 
highly educated, drawn from better-class families, and originating 
from districts with a well-established educational tradition. It has 
already been noted that Fenny Stratford did not manage to place its 
school on a sound basis until about 1840. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that the professional group at this time included so 
many in-migrants.
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Within this professional group, "William and Ann Gaudem, who
ioriginated from Bletchley and Winslow respectively , were

exceptions. This husband and wife were master and mistress
of the National School and probably acquired their attainments
locally before I83O, Their appointment, could of course, reflect
upon the low entry requirements of this more poorly-paid
profession, compared to others represented locally.

Similarly tlie railway (Fig No, 20 ) as a source of en̂ loyment
had been a departure from tradition in an agricultural town vith
no previous industrial or engineering baclcground. It was therefore
to be expected that the more skilled grades of railwayman
should be recruited from elseviiere. The relationship between
the professional class and railway workers as regards the large
number of outsiders recruited for employment is therefore only
close because fenny stratford, as an impoverished little
market tovm, did not possess the economic or cultural resources
to meet the needs of these kinds of occupation,
2, At the national level the repeal of the Com laws in I846,

( aimed at reducing hardship among the labouring poor by allowing
, ^‘ ~ ' cheap imported com into the country, had also had the effect

's-

?

of depressing the market for home-produced wheat, representing
a severe set-back for small farmers, particularly in the wheat-
growing areas of England,

In Buckinghamshire, this caused hardship in the wheat-growing
villages of the Chiite ms, such as Cholesbury and Havaridge,
contributing to the continuing out-migration which depopulated

2such villages down to about ii891i « This was also the result

1 Census Enumerator* s Return of 1l83ii for Fenny Stratford, 
County Record Office, Aylesbury,

2 Hay,David and Joan, op. cit, p. 207,
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of loss of supplementary earnings from strawplait - when 
the price was depressed hy importations of cheap Chinese 
plait after 1850. Neither of these changes, however, 
had more than marginal significance for Penny Stratford.

By 1850 most agricultural land in the town was under 
the ownership of the Rector, various members of the Ager 
and Harrison families, and P.D.P. Buncombe. Of these 
the various members of the Ager and Harrison families were 
now dispersed, and due to domestic disputes chose to 
realise their inheritance by putting up the estates for 
sale, so that this land soon became available for 
development. The Harrison land came up for sale in I865, 
the Ager land in c.1880, but until this time urban growth 
was restricted to small closes in the vicinity of the old 
town.

As already recounted earlier, Thomas Ager and P.D.P.
Buncombe had built up their estates, when opportunities
had offered themselves, in all the adjacent manors

2including Penny Stratford. The resultant concentration 
of land ownership and consolidation of holdings over the 
years now made improvement of farm buildings, enlargement 
and rationalisation of field boundaries^ and introduction 
of machines for more effective commercial exploitation, 
practical and profitable. It also led to the creation of 
a growing population of "landless labourers" in Penny 
Stratford - who were particularly susceptible to subsequent 
periods of economic depression.

The concentration of land ownership also meant that

1 Hay, David and Joan. ©p. c l t * p J 7 7 ,
2 Legg, Edward. Unpublishedrê earoh note0 ' into Penny 

Stratford History,7»
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the six principal farmers were now tenant farmers - 
since the major landowning families were non-resident 
and non-participatory. The craftsmen-farmers who
resided at their trade premises, and owned their small 
rear closes in addition, also often rented additional 
farm land from one of the four main landowners (as noted 
in Chapter 7)•
3* In 1830 the railways had not yet been in existence 
long enough to have made their full contribution to 
settlement patterns and the economy in England and Wales. 
However, already towns fortunate enough to be situated 
on a major railway were beginning to develop at the expense 
of others of greater previous importance.^Fi^ 13^

The typical Buckinghamshire settlement throu^iout our 
study period remained, as always, the country market town, 
and because commerce for Buckin^amshire still provided 
the economic stimulus which elsewhere came from industry - 
the primary factor was London’s continually expanding 
consumer market. The canal, more recently the railway, 
had so facilitated Buckinghamshire’s trade with London - 
that now those areas adjacent to the railway in North 
Bucks were included in the northwards extension of the 
beef and dairying znne around London, which had originally 
extended only to the northern limits of the Aylesbury Clay 
Vale. Market towns near to the railway were able to enjoy 
expansion (e.g. Penny Stratford and Aylesbury) whereas 
those remote from the railway declined in relative, if not 
in absolute terms (e.g. Olney, Newport Pagnell, Brill,
Long Grendon). Pinally, the twin-tovms of Wolverton-cum- 
Bradwell were the creation of the railway company, and as
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Fig. 2  1

1
High Street, Penny Stratford. The "New Grown" (1835) 
was renamed "Rose and Grown" in about 1850.



such were almost the only truly industraattowns in 1850 
Buckinghamshire•

By 1850 road freight transport had paled to insignif
icance. Canals, although still carrying substantial 
levels of freight, were in decline not merely through loss 
of business to the railways, but also undercutting of 
freight charges, and increasing control of canals, by 
railway companies. Accordingly industrial undertakings 
and also agricultural markets began to develop on railway- 
side sites with loading sidings, just as earlier they had 
sought to utilise the canals. The use of railways for 
despatch of cattle, dairying produce and wheat from 
Buckinghamshire market towns to London had led to some 
modification of settlement by I85O.

By 1850 Penny Stratford parish had been split by the 
embankments of the nev/ railway lines into three 
comparatively isolated sections. The parish had also 
acquired two railway stations - the misnamed Bletchley 
Junction on the old London-Birmingham line, and the lesser 
Penny Stratford station on the Bedford branch line. In 
all this period only limited urban expansion had occurred I
in the old town, and a few isolated properties elsev/here

fSee F i g . Z l ,  ^  had been built. (See main Model B).
By now the area was generously served by a principal 

road, canal and railway and it seems incredible now that 
this nodality was not recognised until more than a century 
later v/ith the adVent of Milton Keynes. However, to this 
day the region has remained a comparatively poor 
agricultural one — and until ubiquitous electricity 
released industry from its dependence upon cheap coal
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with the advent of the National Grid - the district around 
Penny Stratford remained merely an area traversed in passing 
between London and the industrial Midlands. In other 
words, at the existing level of technology. Penny Stratford, 
like Milford Haven, remained one of those parishes where the 
poverty of the hinterland inhibited economic development, 
despite its excellent communications.
4. In 1850 the new Whig landowners, such as the 
Rothschilds, were the dominant political power in 
Buckinghamshire. They ovmed land, but they were also 
well-connected with commerce and industry - and so were 
better equipped to withstand economic changes than the old 
landed interest, who refused to accept that land was no 
longer the source of real wealth - and so were content to 
sink large fortunes in land where the return was so much 
less.

However, the real electoral power in Bucks lay with 
the prosperous urban middle class. Already quite small 
settlements had their National or British Schools, and 
National Priendly Societies had a high membership even 
among rural labourers. The rural labourers were by now 
following the lead of the middle class, often under the 
leadership or guidance of a middle class philanthropist 
(doctor, teacher or clergyman) or a paternalistic land
owner. By 1850, through the agency of non-conformist 
Chapel and Priendly Society the rural labourer was being 
trained up toŵ ards later participation in agrarian trades 
tinions - still a generation or more away.

Little remains to be said of Penny Stratford’s class 
structure in 1,850. Por the past fifty years the
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Duncombes had served as a kind of catalyst - a stable 
secure background to the activities of middle class 
citizens as the agents of change. Both P.D.P. Buncombe
and Dr. Lynch Conway Gent died in 1849, but this was in no 
sense the end of their work.

The Squire’s son, also P.D.P, Buncombe, was in almost 
every respect to continue to pursue his father’s policies 
towards Penny Stratford down to the end of the nineteenth 
century. Dr. Gent and the Linnell brothers were 
succeeded on the Penny Stratford Vestry by men of similar 
background and convictions, non-conformist craftsmen and 
farmers like the Holdoms and Hammonds, who pursued similar 
schemes such as street paving, water supplies, gas mains 
etc.

There is little evidence, here or elsewhere in Bucks,
of labourers contributing to local affairs or national
politics until at least a generation after this study

•1closes. Davis hazards 1885 as the date, and George 
Howell as the first creditable working class parliamentary 
candidate at Aylesbury - 1868 and 1874. Hobsbaum and 
Rude^ in "Capt. Swing" suggest 1870 as the beginning of 
the Agricultural Trades Union Movement in the modern 
sense. This next significant social change, hoŵ êver, in 
any case, lies beyond the range of this study.

1 Davis, R.W. «dp.
2 Hobsbaum E.J. and Rude, George. ©p. cit.̂ ,̂ //
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CHAPTER 10. Conclusions reached about changes in
Buckinghamshire and Penny Stratford between 1760 and
1850. and criticisms of the model itself in operation.
Employment of the model has proved enlightening on a 

number of matters, including the following 
Pirstly, that throughout the period 1?60 - 1850 
Buckinghamshire experienced little or no industrialisation, 
but that nevertheless an overall population growth occurred 
particularly after 1800. This growth is shown to have 
been mainly the result of trade expansion, and to have 
benefited even diminutive market towns provided they were 
connected to London by canals or later by railways. 
Meanwhile there is also evidence that small isolated 
villages for the most part underwent depopulation (Pig6^^;^

Secondly, that throughout our study period Penny 
Stratford derived her income from three main sources.
These were:- the trades allied to traffic along Watling 
Street. notably victuallers, wheelwrights and Smiths; 
craftsmen associated with market and service functions 
along Cross Street, notably butchers and leather-working 
craftsmen dependent upon cattle rearing; and her farmers, 
and graziers. The relative importance of these sources 
to the Penny economy changed, however. Vihereas at the 
start of our period the Watling Street trade was 
relatively more important, and the market and service 
functions along Cross Street poor, as were the small 
subsistence farmers and graziers who formed the basis 
of the economy, by the close of our period the situation 
was quite altered. Now the market and service functions 
had acquired greater importance, while V̂ atling Street 
traffic had declined in favour of the canal, and later
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the railway. Furthermore, the canal amenities and the 
expansion of the London market had been instrumental in 
turning Fenny agriculture into a commercial venture, but 
the wealth acquired had gone only to a select oligarchy 
of landowners who lived outside the town. The growing 
mass of Penny Stratford’s population was now made up of 
landless agricultural labourers.

Thirdly, that between 1760 and 1800 it was the 
growing inadequacy of Watling Street in face of expanding 
trade for the Midlands and the North through 
Buckinghamshire into London which inhibited Penny’s 
commercial expansion. Also that the advent of the Grand 
Junction Canal in 1800 was the greatest single factor 
v/hich promoted the commercial growth of the town after 
1815. Similar growth followed the establishment of the 
railv/ays, but this was felt outside our study period.

Fourthly, that the development of a landowning 
oligarchy from whom the practising farmers rented most 
of their land, and who themselves lived outside the 
parish, furthered the process of alienation between the 
landowners on one side, and the labouring class on the 
other, a process which began with the abandonment of the 
older social contract which had appertained between them 
until the French Wars. Growing economic and social 
inequality and conflict of interests were heightened, 
so that events moved towards the situation that arose 
in 1830.

Fifthly, that the new middle class of tenant farmers 
and craftsmen-smallholders which was emerging in Penny 
Stratford had originally acquired ideals of public service
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from manorial institutions under the Willis, and that 
later they learned about democratic participation from 
Priendly Societies and Churches, and acquired the 
elements of local government through participation in 
the Church Vestry,

Sixthly, that the work of middle class leaders such 
as the Linnells and Holdoms, and Dr, Lynch Conway Gent, 
as well as such more self-interested entrepreneurs as 
Philip Constable and Gregory Odell Clarke, was a more 
potent force in the development of Penny Stratford, than 
the purely economic interpretations of change allow credit 
for. This is borne out by the fact that Penny Stratford 
was so poor - that often development schemes had to be 
supported by loans from the same middle class citizens - 
while the real wealth generated by the farmers was 
"creamed off" by the absentee landlords. Por example, 
both Thomas Harrison and Thomas Ager ’ s descendants lived 
far afield - and were only interested in the land as 
investment property. Similarly, the Rector was not 
interested in farming his land - while P.D.P. Buncombe 
held his chief estates in Great Brickhill. In short, 
influence in the town’s affairs had shifted, by default, 
out of the hands of the "landed interest" who controlled 
most of its v/ealth, and into the hands of only moderately’ 
well-to-do but muc|i more influential citizens whose 
motives were at least partially altruistic rather than 
wholly economic.

Pinally, it is demonstrated that throughout our study 
period the labouring poor who formed the majority, were 
too unskilled, illiterate, and too preoccupied with the
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T% struggle to survive to participate in Penny Stratford affairs, 
other than throu^ spontaneous and violent outbursts, 
such as the * Swing' movement of I83O.

As regards the operation of the model itself,it has,despite 
shortcomings,helped to bring an ordered and cohesive pattern out 
of what appeared initially to be fragmentary and conflicting 
evidences,thereby greatly fa.cilitating arrival at some conclusions 
regarding the nature of the changes that took plaAe*

There were difficulties experienced in structuring the 
verbal contents of each 'box* or 'capsule* of the diagrammatical 
models so that they read sequentially and without vain rej«tition, 
yigt î Q.d as complete s ta tenant s in themselves.

It was also found difficult to find a sufficiently complete 
set of contemporary statistics by which to establish correlations 
to support the verbal findings of the model and so provide them with 
objective measurements. It is hoped to remedy this when comparable 
studies have been attempted elsewhere.

These difficulties,however, are only minor ones compared 
to those for which at least partial solutions have been found; as 
for example, the selection of four main aspects of change which 
provide a reasonable profile of geographical change,yet can be viewed 
either in isolation or in relation to one another.

It is hoped that subsequent comparative studies will not 
only serve to establish the applicability of the model to other 
situations and periods of geographical change,but will also provide 
statistical material capable of manipulation ,by which the wider 
applicability of the model can be
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demonstrated. Por example, only by comparative studies, 
and the testing of parallel statistic data concerning such 
aspects as population, trade or occupational changes etc., 
can positive or negative correlations be found. By 
these it can be established - firstly, how far any of the 
studies are typical or atypical within Buckinghamshire, 
and secondly, whether the model still holds good in a 
wider context.
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Zr~-SMFtl PRUSh 'FS S(Z£ ranks (0YSi5O‘s)/P«iW9/4«iM5o/eOiteKS*5->

A Posmva, ruQOdH eerY epM iyw eM ,

AtzD poPüLm oN tuAHOë (Nm ATwe o r m m  
WAÎ M PùW BD IHRûUâPOiX'T^e w a  W-/̂ 67,

£Xâ€Rrio/̂ /H iy7uapeû4P£S/f2/,m iC A/t'Nea/i>ff 
IHB WAR.me 600M VP TO 18/L ̂ HOlMWA 
C û p jim im ,. All su rT h t sÏA A um  FfpisfB t&t/VBR  
/QQoTéÂM,Qm ofTB LA R G S fisanm m m uH ep.

7% PBOAM /BZi ' 3 / m s  MA^eO $Ÿ 
paePuiiMS écûMûMe ôloom , M e a m o /r m A
W PM Btep Aô/kM , Sirr £MB£R m  M ap/üN-sm  
$ sm m m r$  {ovek tooo) ôzm , m U  sm u.
PAUtSHeS éhk£R £XP&R/£r/Ô€j> MOVeST QRÔVOM
O Pipem ne,
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1.External;Pop.growth contV
'but more hy nat, increase 
than rural-urban driftj, 
(Encl.Movt, largely over). 
Pop.Eng & Wales 13,897,000 
1831 Bucks 1U6,977
Penny Stratford: 633
Dominant minority:labouring 
majority unrepresented, yet 
growing in numbers.
2.External;Subsistence fmg.
replaced by commercial type 
Penny Stratford: Buncombe
estates now enlarged.Almost 
all land held by oligarchy 
Buncombe,Ager,Harrison, and Rector..
3.External :Towns of Midland
& North-industrial: Bucks 
remains predom.area of mkt. 
towns.
Penny Stratford;Road & canal
shortcomings restrict trade 
in freight,but coaching boom 
persists until I838. 
h.External: Landed interest
bereft of pov/er-1832.Wliigs 
usurp remnants of Tory 
landed influence in Bucks. 
Penny Stratford:
Middling class minority in 
control over masses.

A

ffXiaiiiiKi

1.Newport Pagnell. Poor Law' 
Union plan to implement 
Act of 1832;.
2,- Buncombe,Ager,Harrisons, t 
set about agricultural 
improvement for max.profits 7 
3.Speculators buy Osborne 
Lumville properties for bldg 
Cüoss Street & Methodist Row 
1837-8 Robt. Stevenson 
surveys L-B Rly. Duke of 
Bedford promotes .Bedford 
j j l n e  10bi-i, Sir Harry Verney .
romotes Oxford Line 181|9. 
i-l. Duneombe 1 Revd. Poules 
promote national school 
1839. Penny Stratford Vestry 
plan new Penny sewers.— pp.

1.Decision'to build Newporf 
Y’orkhouse at Tickford End, 
to serve 83 parishes incl. 
Penny! Stratford.

1.External ;Rural poor m’ust~ 
strive under vVorlihouse 
threat.Only slight economic 
.improvement.Uniike urban 
workers,rural labourers are 
still isolated,disorganised 
Pemiy Stratford : Rly.. after 
18h0,helps to diversify 
employment(at least 15 head 
of families,approx.sixty 
dependents,deprived support 
from Railways-by 1851.
2.Exte rna1 :Rly.’mania’begins 
1840 & network facilitates 
interregional trade,and the 
London mkt. now open to beef 
and butter from N.Bucks,and ' 
wheat from Chilterns.
Penny Stratford;Access to
London markets encourages 
agric.improvement in Penny 
'3. External :
Rlys.stimulate urban growth 
and interregional trade. 
Larger Bucks mkt.towns grow, 
smaller villages decline. 
•Older craft industries lose 
their local monopolies to 
new factory industries else
where. Canal & road traffic ' 
declines.Rural labourers 
ilose subsidiary income as 
!̂ emand for lace declines. 
Penny Stratford:Brief‘boo'm
for Denbigh Hall Inn,summer 
1838,marks end of coach era 
4*External ;Landed interest
now politically dependent on 
middle class support,which 
is radical & non-conformist. 
Penny Stratford: Middle
class take lead in all 
local organisations.

2.Lochl T4nd'8vmJrs' engTÎ '-'in
estate development - as for : 
exaiu.ple, Duncombe survey, 
still extant, dated I863.
3 .Speculators, Phipps & 
Osborne, & Francis Warren 
build houses-Cross St., and 
Methodist Row respectively, 
fedf ord Line author J sed I8I16 
Oxford Line authorised 1856. 
4.To revive Nat.School-1 839 • 
and to extend, it to girls, 
1 8 4 7 a T o  lay sewers on prin
ciple Penny streets C.1840.'

à
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1.external ;Urban workers 
have Unions,Coops,Chartist 
Movt.,while rural workers 
.still isolated,disorganised. 
Penny Stratford;Local Govt, 
still largely middle class.
2.External; Landowners and 
factory ov/ners patronise ' 
Rlys.,Farmers seek to make 
bigger sales surpluses by 
improved management,methods 
and consolidated holdings., 
Penny Stratford; Farmers 
attracted to London markets

3.External: Rlys. stimulate 
land speculation and urban 
industrial grov/th.
Penny Ctratford: L-B Rly. 
encourages exports of cattle 
horses & butter to London.
4*External : Landed interest 
concentrates on estates in 
hopeless effort to compete 
with profits on middle class 
industrial investment.
Middle class aspire to the 
professions.
Penny Stratford:Middle class 
strive to improve town 
amenities-and thereby cause 
growth of professional class

i :E65homib''feclëssïon c ^  
emigration amongst small 
fmrs.and labourers,obliged 
by 1834 Poor Laws harsh 
deterrents to try self-help . 
=2.Local fmrs. obliged to 
expand sales and improve 
husbandry to survive.

3•Demand for new working & 
middle class houses in Penny 
stimulates land speculation.* 
Local crafts,threatened by ; 
cheap mass-produced goods, | 
forced to seek new mkts. I 
.4.Economic necessity obliges- 
middle class to seek i
social & commercial 
improvements in the town.

— -    V...,

M*©*»

1.labouring poor now begin 
passive participation in 
Prxondly goes., education, 
churches,allotment assocs, 
c: divi and thrift clubs. 
Nev/port Union opened 1836, 
274 inmates,cost £7,000.
2.General agricultural 
improvement between 1835-50

3•London-B’ham Rly.comp1êted 
Nr.Denbigh Bridge 1838,and 
Bletchley Stn.opened soon 
after.Bedford Line opened 
1846,and Bletchley Stn. was. 
elevated to Junction,1847. 
Penny Station opened,1847. 
Oxford Line opened, 1850. 
Sewers completed in Penny 
Streets,1840.
4.Nat.School reopened with - 
70 boys-1840,and extended to 
girIs(1844).This was a big . 
advance in the social 
emancipation of middle, and 
later,working class groups.

~ P £ .  f â m ~  ■  -

&' S.ales7 -
3,: . , . ... 17^-19,000(1851) 
8apid inQUstrial grow-th.
! Bucks :-

163,723(1851)Slow agrarian growth only. ; 
,Penny Stratford:- 8 7 0 (1 8 5 1);
Pop.composed,as in 1798,of 
farmers,graziers,craftsmen, ’ ^(victuallers,with increased _ ;|majority of farm servants & 

^'labourers.Pop.growth was 
i'directly attribWhble to 
canal,Rly,and trade devlpt.
External : Enclop.nr»p Movt. ; 

?and switch to commercial ■ 
{agric., largely complete. 
(.Eenny otratford:Pmrs. rent I 
ifrpm four main landowners. 
Commercial beef & butter 
/eared to London mkt.predom.

.3-. External ; Largest towns in 
Eng.d Wales predominantly 
industrial by this date. Fenny Stratford:Main stanlA 
of econ.still agric.Trade 
with road traffic curtailed 
by Rly.,replaced by service 
A..mktg. functions provided - 
by craftsmen for outlying 
villages.Lace & strawplait ! no.w much reduced. i
Middle class dominant. 
Labouring class still noor 
Iand unrepresented.
AGnny btratford;Local gentry, 
the Buncombes,not dominant. 
Control of Vestry in hands 
of middle class craftsmen 
(Whig,radical,non-conform) 
labourers still unable to 
voice their wishes.

JlfeaaMBi

11
^B^lanator^^b^  ---     -.. -

!. ‘ _
|Accouht8 .of the P.E. at the given dates provides a static]

model of conditions at those dates. The rest of each 

cyclical unit of change should be read by following the 

arrows tlirough, and so on to the next unit.

(tuller explanation is given in Chapter 2).

This model (A) is concerned with changes through time 

(i.e. temporal). For changes seen in distributional 

(or spatial) terms, see Model B.
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menais - ■§ att/w o b s
1.External ; Urban labourers 
■find solutions to hardship 
sooner than rural counter- 
'parts,who remain isolated 
and inarticulate.
Fenny Stratford: Middling, 
class now free to seek . 
profit & improvement. The 
labourer remains helpless.
£»External ; Landowners and 
farmers, pinched by Poor 
Rate,become hardened to the 
poor and their privations. 
Fenny Stratford: Duncombes 
gradually acquire land of . 
impoverished fmrs.,so thenumber of landowners falls.'

'3.External; Industrialists 
-.7 landowners, frustrated by 
seasonal unreliability of 
canals,advocate railways. • 
■Fenny Stratford: Landowners 
support L.B.Rly.Bill, 1832. 
.4.External: Nobility,gentry 
reactionary.Middling class ’ 
reformist.Labourers angry and frustrated.
Fenny Stratford;Duneombes, 
despite preoccupation with 
estates, cooperate with 
middling class in reforms 
for welfare of farmers and 
tradespeople.

Ï .Ovèrseers,“alarmedTbynF^
cost of relief,and pressed 
to keep Poor Rates low, seek 
.economies in face of more 
pauperism among labourers.
2. Small farmers obliged to 
mortgage land to Duncombe 
in economic difficulties. 
Duncombe builds up his land ■ 
holding by subsequent land 
acquisitions.

3.Farmers and traders seek'; 
support of gentry for bldg. 
London-Birmingam Rly.
4.Bucks middling class seek 
political power.In Fenny 
Duncombes support their 
leaders.1834 Ble tchley xch 
precipitates vestry rift.

I

T;üoSparri>eîîny-an^^
rates of population growth;

1811 • 1821 1831
Fenny 48i rise 521 rise 635

9 . %  22^Bucks
117,846, 134,522 146,977rise

i0£ rise
Fenny reverses genfrend by 
expansion in decade 1821-31
2.Duncombe-buys land off 
several of his mortgagees.

3. Watling St. widened lint o' " 
London-Holyhead Rd. Coaching 
boom up to 1838 enjoyed by Fenny Inns.
4.Middling class ascendancy 
in Fenny:compare voting 1784 
1830 :indep.vestry 1834, 
Priendly Society activity' 
nonconform.churches,and
new school, 1815-35.
Swing Riots,1829-30,brutal 
retrib.meted out to labs, 
at Aylesbury Assizes after.
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1.External;Eng. & Wales, 
Small Static population 
estira* 6,66ü,000; & Bucks 
8 8,500.accelerated growth 
in Midlands and North, as 
result of industrialisation, 
Fenny Stratford; small
static pop.estim. 393, in. 
closed village dominated “by 
squire,Browne Willis,until 
his death in Feh. 1760- 
Pop^ made up of farmers, 
graziers,Butchers,craftsmen 
and victuallers,with predom 
grp.of labourers & servants;
2.External;Bulk of Midlands! 
in open field,hut Pari.Enel: 
Movt. imminent. Roads had 
despite turnpike efforts 
prompted hy expanding trade 
Fenny Stratford;land almost
wholly in hands of Willis 
fam.Pasture & woodland far 
exceed arahle acreage.Most 
land enclosed late C17th 
hut still subject to tythes 
External;Towns mostly 

market-type, hut those of 
Midlands & North expanding 
under industrialisation. 
Fenny Stratford;Econ. bases
inc1.Agr i c;Or az ier s.Market,: 
& Craftsmen (who either use
agric-derived raw mats, or 
serve farraers)Nr.Cross St.; 
and Transport, inns retail 
beef & ale to travellers 
along Watling St. state of 
roads restricts town trade.,
Ij..External ; power 'of gentry
& nobility derived from _ 
land ownership,but middling 
class emerging,deriving its 
power from industry & trade 
Labouring mass inarticulate 
Fenny Stratford; Willis in 
control,farmers & craftsmen 
subservient. Labouring mass 
devoid of influence.

1
1760 there were no leaders. 
Poor law overseers,Peeking ' 
economies, seek to return : 
paupers to parish of origin,
2.Landowners buy Willis 
lands, and petition for 
enclosure & extinction of 
tythps.

1 .External ;' Expanding' urban 
economy in imbalance with 
/depressed rural conditions  ̂
brought about by ehclosur$. : 
Fenny Stratford; Economic 
stagnation reflected in pop. 
U77(1771)459(1781)1+23(-I791) , 
/During interregnum after death of Willis, town lacks 
leaders. Grand Junction 
Canal(l800) brings economic 
stimulus. Pop.465(1801) 481
F( 1811) " . : ; ( - 12.External;New urban' market 
pr ompts landed interest * to ̂ 
produce saleable/surplus in 
agricproduce, & economise 
in labour to reduce costs. 
(Trend obscured during war
,boom up to 1815)"Fenny Stratford;London^mkt. 
prompts fmrs. to produce 
cheap abundant food.
3.External;Industrial expan 
prompts urban growth, which 
in turn creates mkts. for 
food and raw mats.Did local 
self-sufficiency replaced 
by trade growth.Roads prove 
inadequate for expansion. 
Fenny Stratford; Traders & 
victuallers benefit from 
trade, first by road, later 
by canal.4.External; Mi ddling class, 
’supported from trade, grows 
indep. of landed interest, 
rural labourers depressed^ 
by enclosure.
fenny Stratford; prosperous 
farmers & tradesmen engage 
more in local affairs. Rift 
widens between Fenny Warden 
and Blet chiey War den on - • 
Vestry, as Fenny citizens 
acquire wealth & confidence

3.Landowners & clergy serve 
on turnpike trust. Marquis 
of Buckingham promotes 
'Grand Junction canal.
4. Middling class seek to 
establish Fenny Vestry 
independent of Bletchley,as 
first step to autonomy.Revd 
‘Leicester provides support.
(Decision mkrs.sub-model)

1.External ; Rural labourers* 
,displaced by, enclosure,seek 
work in new towns.
Fenny Stratford; already 
enclosed-less affected than 
elsewhere.Farmers & crafts
men seek power in local 
govt, to promote trade.
2.External; Landowners and 
farmers seek to improve 
land holdings and agricltl. 
practice to provide surplus 
for export to London mkt. 
Fenny Stratford; Farmers 
also resent tythes and poor 
law rate burdens on income.

3.External ; Inadequate roads 
restrict trade until advent 
of canals.
Fenny Stratford;After canal 
advent 1Ô00, farmers quick. ; 
•to exploit the new trade 
amenity provided.
4.External ; Landed interest 
grows reactionary. Wealth 
enhances middling classes 
influence. Labourers enjoy 
false wartime prosperity. 
Fenny Stratford; Gentry and; 
landowners no longer seek 
domination.Farmers,crafts
men & professionals free to 
seek imorovements in town.

... .1 ..
-^.Rising pauperism among 
Fenny sm. farmers/labourers 
prompts overseers and 
,landowners to seek economy ; 
in poor law administration. 
2iLandowners seek enclosure; 
and tythe extinction, and -, 
support turnpike activities’ 
and canal development.

3 .Farmers & traders also 
support turnpikes & canal 
petitions,and improve trade 
amenities such as inns and 
warehouses.
4. Middling class seek to. 
further prosperity by 
improving town amenities. 
Labouring majority subsists'

....

1.Charity Ho. rebuilt 1763T 
Friendly Socfe.Estab.post *95 
A small minority of paupers 
.actually returned home.
2.Enclosure and extinction i 
of tythes completed by 1813 I

3. Wat ling Streetr improved by; 
turnpike but sideroads left# 
New bldg.follows opening of , 
G.J. Canal in I8OO.
4.Dispersed Willis estates B 
enrich middling class.
Their enhanced influence ^
; shown in new nonconform xchs% 
Friendly Sqcs. after 1795.

il
■ " " " ...
T.To continue"oïïtréliëf,'and 
to return paupers to parish' 
of origin if necessary. ■
2.To enclose remaining open 
land,consolidate holdings 
and extinguish tythes by ; 
giving Rector land in lieu.

3.Turnpike initiates
various road schemes. G.J. 
Canal Act passed 1793.
;4 .Fenny citizens nominate 
own church warden to the 
Bletchley Vestry 1765., and 
'decision upheld by church 
court ruling of 1766.



growing pop 10,104,000,Bucks 
117,864(1811).Despite post
war depression upward pop. 
trend persists.
Fenny Stratford: from 393 pop 
(1761) reaches 48l(l8l1) 
Accelerating pop.growth,and 
labouring sector growing 
relatively faster.
2.External: Pari.enclosure
cont inues.Agric.improvement 
and short-term engagements 
of labourers are seen as 
means of economy by farmers 
Fenny Stratford;Willis lands
now dispersed between group 
of smaller landowners.Manor farm lands now split by the 
canal.
3.External : Urban expansion
in Midlands & North cont'd 
despite recession. Canal 
trade expands.
Fenny Stratford;already new
canal & improved road found 
inadéquate for trade growth 
especially in winter.
4.External : Landed interest
& middling class prosper 
recession hits labourers - 
on casual engagements, 
rising bread prices,and 
unemployed pauperised.
Fenny Stratford;Farmers and 
traders“(eTg.Linnells) and 
professionals(e.g.Gent)wield 
growing influence,labourers 
increasingly pauperised.

G M M m -
1.Overseers find supposed 
solution in out-relief, but 
when, 1830,cost reaches an 
alarming level,Government 
Commission advocates reform
2.Duncome(See Decision sub
model) aims to entrench his 
family by enlarging estates
3.Govt.Commissions McNeiles 
survey of Chester Turnpike 
local landowners support 
L-BRly.Bills in 1832 & 35. 
4.1832 Parliamentary Reform 
Bill against Tory landed 
gentry gets Fenny middling 
class support."8wing"Movt. 
leaders incite Fenny, and 
other Bucks,Herts,and Oxon . 
labourers, to rebel 1829-30;

iVÈxternaï: E'conTrebession
hits rural labourers worst 
farmers shift poor rate ' 
burden by lowering wages. 
Fenny Stratford;pop.growing
trade expansion benefits 
all but labouring poor,for 
whom parish out-relief now 
general.
2.External ;Expanding urban
markets benefit farmer and 
industrialist «farmers make ■ 
up for rising costs by 
agric.improvements and 
casual,low paid, labour. 
Fenny Stratford;land owners
seek to enlarge fields for 
more mechanised techniques. 
Smaller fmrs. sell out and 
become landless labourers.
3.External ; Industrialists
and fmrs.alike, attracted 
to Rlys. after 1825.
Fenny Stratford: middling
class property developers 
begin to buy for new houses, 
wharfage devlpd.adj. canal, 
coaching facilities deveïpfd 
on Watling St., but still 
local entrepreneurs support 
railway projects.
4.External : Landed
interests power and 
influence challenged by new 
middling class.Urban and 
rural labourers lack any 
influence or redress.
Fenny Stratford;Duncombes 
emerge as important, but not 
dominant landowners in the 
Willis sense. Local Govt, 
left to Linnells & Gent. 
Labourers poor,inarticulate 
and non-participatory.

— — —
T.Ëpee1ffi5mXâna""ôW-rëlief" 
a costly failure.1834 Poor 
Law reform Act subsequently 
,imposed in Bucks.
2.Small impoverished fmrs. 
seek mortgages with Squire 
Buncombe.
3.L-B Rly.Act passed-1835. !
4 .Diocesan sanction given 
to an independent Fenny 
Stratford vestry-1834.Fenny 
labourers decide to resort 
to violence and threats to j 
gain redress of grievances.
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OPENm PoR W t âPCtPm dp POMC âOVERmSNTAhP 7»6:FoWep : 
OP rue 'wpvufiPt eiA^^ ' w  pem f STPMfopti a t a  p m R iP ^  ̂

-We CMUnCM QP PNCtiMp (fi
ismmi ms m p m sk cPi
ÇPW UlCAL(̂ VeRrSMmtSù ,-rr. ,. r
Uitesrek fis perf- à̂ kA-m of pe/̂ Ni swrmko to 
CAW/OA/ m  m uTs w  tu ^ s m p ^ .

im., wFtR micH we ̂r>. 
W'er? PAPTQP)Nmrp̂ miF> 
fAT r r  m /ouven upôn R æ , •.

'tRma'AT£êmu ôf B.a.
wrruiN 'iHt ufâtw OF HtG ‘tp̂ a'ANp 'mATm cMpeim>TO siTue choices opmTom  ̂wa RtYo. mcasm hap to ôonsipbR:- \
Â. 'oiHS.lPeR TP Su&Pirr i t  his RacT̂ 's mitomry ANV

b
Bcmnce-i- OR;
CNAuêH&e ru e  RaeROR's /h /tho p /ty  s>f 
(HVofONS THe. , O A M  OF 7H6 peceA-seo 
PATRON UPJtPNNt m iL /S  WHO HPfP 
O m w F W / RkJnPBOIHBCWAP£L,AWV 
èùBsrPdusHtNG Sùm pesR Æ eûF  
PFJTàNoMYfN ÙOÛAC.QoVêRWMeWrFÎSR 
Hfs pAmsHmaRs.

77/̂ TeEK 7.
QROiE Ô.

v R .a N tT m m m ru e  u m s  siA N m tios a w  n e A m  o f F& tN Y S T m rm o
P&iPt£. THROO&H THE FPieĴ t>LH S N iim  MOVeMeMT ■
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ôrove Instead oE Camden as intended, 

■ due to pnobims o f iandSdJeS:,

THt srmeMSûno herwæn jh£m cnmmec we essowAtwMJvss oîa 
mTT-üms TBÂi TO mmo all of thl? vmeci TmooH.AOmsrhü/a m
ANP ThUMiCM. OPPOSmoH. pnm anp PaTeRMlNATlON,AWFI) WlTH 
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■ma m&LBMS net facep APPOARep (S) eyao ôréater tuan 
FOK rms ms A m&£R fKoaetr than mmousiv Avmprep, and bven 
ne CjqnPanv mecroRS were afprbhfhsivb, wwlb lanpoinnbnç onTHE ROUTE WERE OFTEN OBSTRütVVB, ANP TUE OeNBRAL PVSUC 
OPPONENTS OF The. SCN&AE®. THE NIUSH TVNNBL, TUB l/tOCVEfOOA/ 
eMdANkMBNr, FHP TUB TTNNâ COTT/NÔ WBR£ ALL SOCCUSFuUi/ CùF>£D: 
wthFb BUT, LocomantBSAS stephenSon built wem, were small 
ANP OF UMITEP POWBR($). tûNSB&üENTVT A UNE NAP TO SB NEARLY 
FLAT®, ANP TUB RNAL UNE WAS SOILT WlTHlN THESE UMFTATLaNS®, 
CÂBAVNS GREAT EFPENSB. WUHM ONLY A FBW YEARS, /846AF THE
SopmwmNPAwr of the wommw worrs was boilpina LAme
EN&INBS, RNOWN AS "MtOomeWS BLOOMERS'. IT iS tNplBAVYB THAT ATFirst two eohf. Ewaiwas wbre pbsignep to Pull trains up the -
UNAYÛIPABLE INtUWe AT EPSIPN, YET BY 1844 THESE Com RE REPIACED EH New LOCDMQ-nvES.
THUS we UMITEJ) TANA ANP PERCEPTION OF THE STEPHENSONS

LAY UNE-
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AR/SdUSD STEPuemw's 
Plans FDR THE RmuNAi.

SE6R6e ms ÀNEXPEmuCEP

ANbP}OOA

tNvtaMvArd

É K ' ^ X f

SCOPE OP 7NX4. .7H£ STEPHENSONS (AnojoR 'FHBIR SaCMERs) COULt) ONLY muRUSE
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— UFFtOoCr hUT TBcHNlCAiVf POSSfBLP. 

AC.CQR.btN&0/, B WAS CAPRJ€I> OUT Oh 
UNDBZLY/NG PE.

THE PlRECrons OF THE

imaaaSTS.

THe STtPHEMBaNS weae ■ POLL OF pme AND PexEPiMmnciN for thbi/l railumy pRoreerS, AIQTB$: THE STEPHEiYSONt SfLOUGFFT 70 774E- probcem Theua acquirip characters
Am  SKILLS -  X , THELK WORK WAS PJRûMFTEÙ 
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TH&IR TAXA Am  THBIZ PAHÔE OF PERCEPVON, 7H&X HAD TO CHOOSE 
SETWEEHTWQ ALTEPHAWa SûLimoNS -  A ANb B. THE SOLUVOh ' 
IHEH CHOSE AT d £ . WAS CARJZ/£D INTO ACTION ON THE P-£.  :
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F1 6 2 5  BUCKS' POPULATION CmWGaS-1801 
Ho. of garish HAME OF PARISH

County of Bucks

_=_M.
A'..-

fop

1801
1:07,900

Size Pos/ Change 
R^k Neg ,§ank 

Change 
1801 1801-11 1801-11 

9,964-

Pop. Size Pos/

1811
117,864

Rank
Change 

1811 1811-21 
16,658

Change
Rank
"
1811-21

Pop.

1821
134,522

Size
Rank
1821

Pos/
Neg
Change
1821-31
12,455

Change
Rank
1821
1831

Pop.

1831

Size
Rank
1831

1
2
3
4
56
78
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
1920 
21 
22
23
24
2526
2728
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
3738
39
40
4142
43
44 
1(546
4748
49
50
51
52
53
54
55

56II
I:
61

62
63
64
6566
6768
69
70
7172
73
74
7576
7778
7980 
81 
82
83
84
8586
8788
89
90
91
92

93
94
95
96
97
98
99 100 
101 
102
103
104
105
106
107108
109

110
III 
112
113
114
115
116

Ashendon 248 A 71 3 319 B
Aston Sandford 71 A 5 1 76 A
Boarstall 179 A 9 1 188 A
Brill 859 D 5 1 864 D
Chearsley 214 A 3 1 217 A
Chilton 316 B 22 338 B
Claydon East 299 B 10 1 309 B
Claydon Middle 103 A 26 2 129 A
Crendon, Long 991 D 2 1 989 D
Dorton 105 A 19 1 124 A
Fleet Marston — A — - 46 A
Grandborough '280 A 21 1 251 B
Grendon Underwood 285 E 14 1 271 B
Hogshaw with Fulbrook 55 A — - 55 A
Ickford (part of) 271 B 37 2 308 B
Ilmer 74 A 5 1 69 A
Kingsey (part of) 165 A 4 1 169 A

Ludgershall
Kingswood Hamlet
Marston North
Oakley
Oving
Pitchcott
Quainton Township
Shipton Lee Hamlet
Quarrendon
Shahhington
Towersey
Waddensdon Township
Westcott Hamlet
Woodham Hamlet
Winchendon Nether
Winchendon Upper
Wo.tton Underwood
Worminghall
Aylesbury Hundred
Aston Clinton Township
St. Leonard Hamlet
Bierton with Broughton
Bledlow with Bledlow Ridge
Buckland
Cuddington
Linton
Elleshorough
Haddenham
Halton
Hampden, Great 
Hampden, Little 
Hartwell 
Horsenden 
Hulcott 
Kimble, Great 

.̂ ĵ imble, Little
•Mÿssenden, Great 
Missenden, Little

Risborough, Monk* s 
Risborough,. Prince *fi . ..7%
Stoke Mahi^P%%ie \
Stone ' ' ’ ■ ̂
Wendover
Weston Turville •
bucii/.n;h.aiii iiundfect ■
Addington
Adstock
Akeley
Barton Hartshorn
Beachampton
Biddlesden
Chetwode
Edgcott
Poscott
Hillesden
Leckhampstead
Lillingstone Dayrell
Lillingstone Lovell
Luffield Abbey Extra Parish 
Maids Moreton 
Marsh Gibbon 
Padbury
Preston Bissett 
Racelive
Shalstone with the Dèn or Old’Vick
Steeple Claydon
Stowe
Thor nb or ough
Thornton
Tingewick
Turweston
Twyford
Charndon Hamlet 
Poundon Hamlet 
Water Stratford 
Westbury 
Burnham Hundred 
Amersham 
Coleshill Hamlet 
Beaconsfield 
Burnham
Boveney Lower Chap
Chalfont St. Giles
Chalfont St. Peter
Chenies or Islehampstead Cheyneys
Che sham
Chesham Bois
Dofney
Farhham Royal
Hedgerley Lean Hamlet
Seer Green Hamlet
Hitcham
Penn
TaplowCottealoe Hundred 
Aston, Abbots 

, Cheddington 
Cholesbury 
Creslow 
Cublington 
Drayton Beauchamp 
Drayton Parslow

#

359 B - — — —
37 A - — — —
478 B 35 2 513 G
305 B 24 1 329 B
257 B 49 2 306 B

51 A 5 1 56 A
750 C 98 4 848 D
1 20 AB 26 2 94 A
55 A 1 1 54 A
184 A 58 3 242 A
294 B 31 2 325 B

1040 E 20 1 1020 E
231 A 3 1 228 A
21 A 14 1 35 A
244 A 22 1 266 B
206 A 2 1 204 A
212 A 42 2 254 B
266 B 12 1 254 B
584 C 68 3 652 C
137 A 34 2 171 A

t  518 C • 15 1 503 B
917 D 14 1 931 D

r 288 B 43 2 331 B
435 B 27 2 462 B
668 C 45 2 713 C
480 B 11 1 469 B
964 D 74 3 1038 E
159 A 12 1 171 A
228 A 7 1 235 A
79 A 10 1 69 A

115 A 106 5 221 A
52 A 18 1 34 A
11,7 -A 8 1 125 'A

B 3 1 319 B
f 42 A 1 1 143 A
750 22 1 172 A

1411 F 165 7 1576 G
625 C 53 3 678 C

239 '■■A 76 4 315 B
534 C 102 5 636 C
459 F 51 3 510 C
322 B 15 1 337 B
252 B 25 1 227 A
158 A 25 1 183 A
646 C 58 3 704 B
311 : B 84 4 395 B
458 B 81 4 539 C
85 A 15 1 70 A
642 C 69 3 711 C
211 A 41 2 252 h
296 B 21 1 317 B
146 7 1 153 A
75 A 2 1 77 A
143 A 17 1 160 A
308 B 12 1 320 B

2130 I 129 6 2259 J
184 A 245 10 429 B
1149 E 312 13 1461 P
1354 F 136 6 1490 P

165 A 15 1 150 A
762 D 162 7 924 D
1174 E 21 1 1153 E
423 B 87 4 510 C

3969 P 472 19 4441 R
135 A 5 1 130 A
190 A 57 3 247 A
550 C 74 3 624 C
77 A ,103 5 180 A
224 A 25 1 249 A
200 A 39 2 169 A
927 D 23 1 950 D
422 170 7 592 C
276 B 9 1 267 , B
273 B 28 2 301 :. ■ B
122 8 1 114 A
6 A 1 1 5 A

271 B 38 2 233 A
191 A - 33 2 " 224 A
307 B 20 1 287 L

20 1 339
8 1 84
43 2 231

196 8 1060
46 2 263
41 2 379
30 2 339
31 2 160

223 9 1212
9 1 .133
3 1 • 43
35 2 286
41 2 312
13 1 68
16 1 324
1 1 68
35 2 By 1821

204

161 7 520
19 1 56
45 2 558
53 3 382
66 3 372
12 1 44
63 3 911
12 1 106
14 1 68
1 1 241
42 2 367

307 13 1327
33 2 261
7 1 28
18 1 284
12 1 216
90 4 344
60 3 314
71 3 723
14 1 185
117 5 620
119 5 1050
165 7 496
85 4 547

104 5 817
112 5 581
256 11 1294
24 1 195
46 2 281
19 1 88
88 4 133
16 1 50
14 1 139
41 2 360
22 1 165
26 2 198
159 4 1735
136 6 814

768 D 131 6 899 D 35
1554 G 90 4 1Â44 . ,G .. 314
248 A 93 4 341 B 61"
515" 77 4 592 C 124
1397 iPAv 84 4 1481 P 121
497 27 2 524 C 87
93 A 6 1 99 A 10
289 B 25 1 314 B 79
245 A 12 1 257 B 38
100 A 8 1 92 A 21
187' A 30 2 217 A 34
147 A 13 1 160 A 15
123 A 25 1 98 A 33
122 A 1 1 121 A 39
85 6 1 91 A 28
f83 A 33 2 216 A 31
346 B 51 3 397 E 122
111 Ai 21 1 132 A 5
135 À 9 1 i44 A 16

92
102
108
59
69
18
100
83
338
121
62
50
12
14
7
25

##
F
A
B
A
A
A
A
B
A
A
G
D

2

146,977

368 B
1 82 A
2 268 B
9 1283 E
3 337 B
3' ■ 314 B
1 336 3
1 136 A
7 À 1382 P
1 158 A
1 41 A
3 341
3 379 13
1 48 A
3 382 B
1 78 A
1 222 A
— — —

— —
2 606 C
2 413 B
1 384 B
1 28 A
2 952 D
1 104 A
1 60 A
3 298 B
2 403 B
6 1454 P
1 242 -n.
1 ' 38 A
1 294 B
1 223 ,:i
2 312
1 297 B
6 854 D
2 147 A
1 605 C
4 1135 ■ E
1 510 C
3 620 C
4 893 D
4 " 665 C
8 1484 F
1 209 A
1 286 B
1 105 A
1 137 A
1 37 A
1 145 A
4 436 E
1 176 .H-
1 186 A
4 1827 H3 937 D

353 15 2612 K- 204 9 ' 2816 L
63 3 492 B.. 5 1 497 B
275 11 1736 G" 27 2 1763 H
226 10 1716 : G ' . 214 9 1930 H

52 3 202 A 5 1 207 A
180 8 1104 E A 193 8 1297 F
198 8 1351 P. 65 3 1416 P
85 4 595 C ;■ < 54 3 649 C
591 24 5032 356 15 5388 V

30 2 160 A 'le'. 3 1 157 A
32 2 279 11 1 268 B
62 3 686 91 4 777 D
19 1 199 : 328 2 171 A
15 1 264 B 19 1 245 A
11 1 172 A " 60 3 232 A

104 5 1054 \Sr- 49 2 1103 B
6 1 586 ' c y - : - 61 3 647 C
54 3 321 B À"'-- 18 1 303 b
40 2 341 B 'A' 34 2  ̂A 375 B
18 1 132 • ■ A 5 1 127 A
0 0 5 A 0 0 5  ̂ A
26 2 259 B 2f 1 284 / -
48 2 272 B 1 275 B
85 4 372 B 4Î i'" 416 B

3 312 B
1 86 A
1 252 B
7 1449 P
2 308 B
2 364 B
2 378 B
1 127 A
1 1656 G
1 151 A
1 38 À
1 345 B
1 384 B
1 50 A
1 374 B
1 79 A
2 178 A
1 500 B
1 66 A
1 619 C
1 391 B
1 391 B
2 68 A
1 966 D
1 115 A
1 64 A
3 366 B
1 413 B
2 1408 P
3 303 B
1 39 A
1 291 B
1 218 A
2 265 B
1 314 B
1 847 D
2 178 A
0 605 C
3 1205 E
2 537 C
1 626 C
3 818 D
2 708 C
3 1545 G

'2 934 D 8 4 jOl8 J 65
13 ' 1958 B 16 7 ^ 2f2 2- t 84
*3 40 2 .. - & 5 3 ^ 461 D . 32
5 716b b-E 5 3 " 773 D 36
5 1602"-G 40 17 2008 I 131
4 611 c 2 2 # 7 C 81
1 89 A 1 1 72 A 12
4 393 B 5 3 445 B 26
2 295 B 1 291 B 71
1 113 A 3 2 145 A 20
2 251 B 1 254 B 6
1 175 A ( 1 184 15
2 131 A ■ 1̂ 1 149 48
2 160 A - . 2C 1 180 A 15
2 119 A .12 1 107 A 12
2 247 A 4 , 1 ’ 251 B 11
5 519 C 20 1 . 499 B 6
1 127 A 23 1 150 ii 37
1 160 A 1

From ■
1 " 159 A 19

0 — J8Ô1 6 1 10 A 5
4 407 B 61 3 ; 474 B 96
5 738 C 11 3 ■ 812 D 51
5 618 C 9( 4 708 C 12
3 396 B 10( 5 502 C 15
3 296 B 31 : 2 334 B 30
1 201 A 1 198 3
4 804 D t 4 881 D 32
4 478 B 1: 1 490 B 80
2 572 C 10^ 5 A 673 C 89
1 78 A 16 1 94 A 7
5 8)2 ./ D 34 ; 2 866 D 45
3 314 ÂB - 57 3 371 B 10
2 367 B 49 2 416 B 36
1 165 -A 5 1 160 30
1 91 A 7 1 84 28
1 167 'Av 19 1 186 A 14
1 345 b; 46 2 391 B 80

Ps/Ng Change Pop. Size
Chnge Rank Rank
1831 1831
1841 1841 1841 1841
9,462 156,439

56 
4

16
166

29 
50
42
9

274
7
3
4
5 2
8 
1
44
20 
10
13 22
7 40
14 
11
4 68 

10
46 
61
1
3
5
47
17
7 
31 0
70 
276
75
43 
61
11 1 198 A
4 1 290 B
22 1 83 A
1 1 138 A
10 1 27 A
12 1 133 A
53 3 489 B1 1 177 A
1(4 2 142 A

398 16 2225 I
74 3 1011 E

3 1083 n
4 2206 >
2 493 %
2 809 D6 1877 H
4 718 C
1 8ii A
1 419 B
3 362 B
1 165 A
1 248 A
1 169 A
2 197 A
1 195 A
1 119 A
1 262 B
1 50.5 C
2 187' A1 140 A
1 5 A
4 570 C
3 863 D
1 696 C
1 517 C
2 364 B
1 201 A
2 849 D4 410 B
4 762 D
1 101 ii
2 911 D
1 361 B
2 452 B
2 190 A
2 112 A
1 172 A
4 471 B

282 12 3098 M

Ps/Ng Change Pop. 
Chnge Rank 
' ■ 1841

1851
1841'
1851
7,284

1851

Size Chang( 
Rank Rank

50 2 547 C
31 2 1732 G
165 7 2095 I
18 1 189 A
69 3 1228 E
67 3 1483 F
24 1 625 C

205 9 5593 W
61 3 218 A
56 3 324 B
15 1 792 D
14 1 185 A
36 2 218 A
35 2 267 B
63 3 1040 E
97 4 71(4 C
53 3 356 B
64 3 439 B
3 1 124 A
2 1 7 A
6 1 290 E
44 2 231 A
110 5 526 C

22
2
9138

16
34
1738 
44 
128
14
43
0
24
3
24
39 
13
73
34
51
9 

112
24
0
31
35
31
308
7

32 
12 
46
81
10 
83
3

125
3
41
74 
158
41
18
10 
13 
24 
17 
12
7

16
128
131

19 
111
42
24 60
30

13
26
11
280
2520 
2
20
18
1320
31

12
3

81
36
37 
23 
46 
20 
68
8

163,723

1 -^0
1 88
1 243
6 1311
1 292
2 398
1 361
2 165
2 1700
1 139
1 30
i 359
2 427
0 50
1 398
1 82
1 202
2 461
1 53
3 692
1 425
3 442
1 59
5 854
1 91
0 64
2 397
2 448
2 1439
2 273
1 31
1 . 284
2 186
1 253
2 360

4 928
1 168
4 688
1 1202
5 662
1 623
2 859
3 782
7 1703
2 157
1 308
1 73
1 151
1 51
1 150
1 501
1 184
1 126
6 20976 1142

1 1064
52
1
32
1
2
1
2
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
4
2
2 
1 
2 
1
3 
1

2 1
34 2
39 2
59 3
14 1
21 1
7 1

13 1
6 1
11 1
48 2
47 2
30 2
59 3
1 1

60 3
505 21
33 2
31 2
5 1
11 1
34 2
31 2

214 9
40 2
13 1
69 3
11 1
3 1
3 1

30 2
36 2

1851

B
Â
A
F
-B
B
E
A
G

A
A
E
A
C-
B
B
A
D
A
A
B
B
F
B
A
B
A
B
B
D
A
C
E
C
C
D
D
G
A
B
A
A
A
A
B
A
■A
I
E

,4
2317 j
538 C
785. D

7̂
R-1
S
S

8
8
S
1-^
:'À
S'
S-s
s
s
s
s
R-1

8
R-1
8
8
R-1
S
R-1
R-1
S
R-1
S
R-1
3
R-1
S
S
R-1
R-1
R-1
R-1
R-2
R-3
8
R-1
8
S
S
S
S
8
8
R-3
R-2

R-1
■ R-3 R-%.2
■ R-1.

1937 R-2
748 C R-1

71 A 8
393 D 8
373 E R-1
137 A S
248 f S
144 .-1 i. S
217 A S
193 s
99 A s
244 A s
518 C R-1
207 A S
171 s
17 s
573 C ïh
944 D R'
660 C R'
554 C R
387 B s
247 E
869 D V
342 B- 1 ■
754 D
103 .il
877 D
322 B
511 C
204 A
133 A
179 A
458 B

3104 M
558 C
1684 G
2142 I

159 A
1169 S
1482 F

565 C
6098
185 J
355
787
196
315236

1254
704

V'

343508
113
10
287
261
490



F A R T  1

'‘■atory notes tcr'tBbrê df'Bucks population 
8 1801-51

g"
l̂̂ iBVcolumns, read from left to right, are designed to./ 
nfbyUde for easy comparison of population changes in/ i,. 
e&h decade between 1801-1851. 'iv/ '

1801 represents the actual number of people/'ih:' each
:-parish on census night of that year. 'h’il ;>
hS'ize ranks 1801 gnades this population on the letf|n:. ;
:%dale A; 0-250; B; 251-500: C; 501-750 and so^^/■:
% # /  :##!Afos/Neg changes 1801-11 are shown in black for pèMftiye, 

for negative changes. ■ * 4#"%
.'b/yh ''pMW'Change ranks 1801-11 grades these population chahg^yby 
a letter scale 1 ; 0~-23»M 2; 26-50; 3; 51-75 and|)^tbn.Positive and negative/changes are shown as beforëlA ' "
: #  : W  T•E^ctly the same s§:qtience of columns deal with pbphlation 
'/changes in decade^l011-21, 1821-31 , 1831-41, andi#| 81#^^ 1.
After Pop, and sî e rank columns for 1851 the laŝ -
column represent^’ overall changes for the entirefhalfG - 
century. ..

%The number of size ranks a town has risen is represented 
by R-2, (i.e. 2 ranks).
The towns whose size rank remained the same are - i; 
represented by 8. i’-'
T®/number of size ranks a tovm has fallen by is
represented by P-2 (i.e. 2 ranks). hv

■lii



17
18
1920 
21 
22
23
24
2526
2728
2930
3132
33
34
3536
3738
3940
4142
43
44
4546
4748
4950
51
52
53
54
5556
57
58
5960
61
62
63
64
6566
6768
6970
7172
73
74
7576
7778
79

180
181182
183
184
185186
187188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195196
197198
199
200 
201 
202
203
204
205206
207208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219220 
221 
222
223
224

Dunton
Ediesborough
Grove
Hardwick
Weedon Hamlet
Hawridge
Hoggeston
Horwood, Great
Horwood, Little
Ivinghoe
Linslade
Long Marston and Asthorpe Extra Parish
Mentmore
Mursley
Nettleden Hamlet 
Pitstone
Shenley (part of) Brookend Township
Slapton
Soulbury
Stewkley
Swanbourne
Tattenhoe or Tottenhoe
Nash Hamlet
Whaddon Township
Whitchurch
Wing
Wingrave with Rowsham 
Winslow
Desborough Hundred
Bradenham
Pawley
Pingest
Hambleden
Hedsor
Hitchenden or Hughendon 
Ibstone (part of)
Marlow, Great
Marlow, Little
Medmenham
Radnage
Saunderton
Turville
Wooburn
Wycombe, Chepping 
Wycombe, West 
Newport Hundred 
Astwood 
Bletchley
Water Eaton Township 
Bradwell
Bradwell Abbey Extra Parish
Brayfield, Cold
Brickhill, Bow
Brickhill, Great
Brickhill, Little
Broughton
Calverton
Castlethorpe
Chicheley
Clifton Reynes
Crawley, North
Emberton
Gayhurst
Hanslope
Hardmead

Haversham 
Lathbury
Lavendon , ,
Linford, Great
Linford, Little
Boughton
Milton Keynes
Moulsoe
Newton Blossomville 
Newton Longville 
Newport Pagnell 
Olney Township 
Warrington Hamlet 
Ravenstone
Shenley (part of) Church End Township
Sherington
Simpson
Stantonbury
Stoke Goldington
Stoke Hammond
Stony Stratford West or St. Giles
Stony Stratford East or St. Mary Magdalene
Tyringham with Pilgrave
Walton
Wavendon
Weston Underwood 
Willen
Woolstone, Great 
Woolstone, Little 
Wolverton
Woughton on the Green 
Stoke Hundred 
Datchett 
Denham
Eton, and Eton College Extra Parish
Fulmer
Hedgerley
Horton
Iver
Langley Marish 
Stoke Poges 
Upton cum Chalvey 
Wexham
Wyrardisbury or Wraybury 
Aylesbury Borough 
Buckingham Borough

85 
997 
25 
178 
385 121 
197 
537 
339 
1215 
203
259 
279 318
85
275232
228
526
680
529
31
265
545646
993602

1101

170
181
316
1074140
887258
3236728
284306
193376

1401
4248
1330
160
824
214
255

12
82
431
560
385
157
321
260 
189 
221 
617 
549
§91289
45

223
189
544
313
44

302280
282
221
4592048

2003
72
381
232
671
367
39636268
893528236
79
635
357
97

113
103238
311

357
796

2026
292
137
647

1377
1215

741 1018 
172 
616 

3186
2605

A
A
C
B
E
A
B
B
B
A
B
A
A
C
C
c
A
B
C
C
D
C
E
A
A
B
E
A
D
M
C
B
B
A
B
F
'ey-

F

D
A
B
A
A
B
C
B
A
B
B
A
A
C
C
AF
A

A
A
C
B
A
B
B
B
A
B
I
I
A
B
C
B
A
C
B
D
C
A
C
B
A
A
A
A
B
B
D
I
B
'A
C
F
E
C
E
A
C
M
K

4 1 89 A. 9 1
149 6 1146 E 232 10
8 1 33 A 15 1
18 1 196 A 11 1
27 2 358 B 62 3
23 1 144 A 64 3
7 1 190 • A 2 1
44 2 581 C 107 5
14 1 325 B 104 5
146 6 1361 F 304 13
78 4 281 B 89 4
5 1 264 B 127 6

19 1 298 B 4 1
8 1 310 B 163 7

16 1 101 A 7 1
13 1 288 B 65 3
2 1 230 A 6 1
26 2 202 A 110 5
11 1 515 C 32 2
122 5 802 D 130 6

30 2 499 B 117 5
7 1 24 A 8 1
2 1 263 B ' 112 5
3 1 548 C 23 1
68 3 714 C 131 6
56 3 937 D 149 6
14 1 588 C 87 4
121 5 1222 E 0 0
11 1 181 A 39 2
8 1 189 A 87 4
13 1 303 B 8 1
36 2 1110 E 171 7
22 1 162 A 26 2
102 5 989 D 258 11
11 1 247 • A 25 1

729 30 3965 P 202 9
2 1 730 C 45 2
39 2 323 B 46 2
13 1 319 B 47 2
1 1 192 A 18 1
6 1 382 B 20 1

203 9 1604 G 227 10
508 21 4756 T 843 34

32 2 1362 F 183 8
49 2 209 A 54 3
92 4 916 D 32 2
27 2 187 A 89 4
4 1 259 B 12 1
2 1 10 10 1
7 1 75 A 5 1
39 2 392 B 46 2
6 1 554 C 4 1

24 1 409 B 76 4
37 2 194 A 3 1
11 1 332 B 38 2
18 1 242 A 106 5
10 1 179 A 40 2
17 1 238 A 8 1
64 3 681 C 94 4
8 1 541 C 8 1
0 0 89 A 1 1
56 3 1345 F 134 6
23 1 68 A ■ 7 1

33 2 256 B 33 2
12 1 177 A 13 1
2 1 546 C . 67 3
63 3 376 B 32 2
4 1 40 A 33 2
14 1 288 B 5 1
7 1 287 B 51 3
53 3 229 31 2
10 1 211 A 32 2
27 2 486 B 0 0
467 190 2515 K 588 24

11
0
1 370 B 48 2

21 1 211 A 14 1
102 5 773 D 23 1
5 1 372 B 23 1
7 1 32 A 8 1
19 1 617 C 201 9
15 1 283 B 37 2
75 4 968 D 1 1
8 1 520 C 10 1

56 3 180 A 24 1
18 1 97 A 5 1
50 2 685 C 36 2
18 1 339 B 81 4
19 1 78 A 5 1
3 1 116 A 52 3

15 1 88 A 26 2
20 1 258 B 77 4
26 2 285 B 14 1
353 15 710 C 129 6
204 9 1000 D 189 8
253 11 • 2279 J 196 8

30 2 262 B 78 4
11 1 126 A 32 2
76 4 723 C 73 3
258 11 1635 G 28 2
356 15 1571 G 45 2
97 4 838 D 235 10
65 3 1083 E 185 8
6 1 178 A 24 1

56 3 560 C 40 2
261 11 3447 N 953 39
382 16 2987 L 478 20

89
1378
18

207 
420
208 
188 
688 
429

1665
370
391
302
473108
353
224
312
547
933
616

16
375
525
8451086
6751222

A
F'
A 
A •

G
B 
B 
B 
B 
A

I
Ô 
D 
C 
A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
C 
E

•I

18
112
328

15
9

15
32
2

17
37
36
27
21
34
8320
48
31 120 
52 
3 2 
13 
83 66 
08 68

289
164
^13
7>

293338
260
243
486

3103

B
C

IB
Av

%PH’
128

34

1 % 116 A 9 1 107 A 9 1 98 S
' 5 .1 4 9 0 F 232 10 1722 G 116 5 1838 H R—41 21 A 4 1 25 A 13 1 38 A ■ 82 235. .A 84 4 319 .̂ . . .  B.. . 27 2 292 if-11 . 405 B 23 1 428 B ' 19 1 447 L S1 217 A 16 1 233 A 37 2 270 B R̂ 11 '173 A 31 2 204 A 16 1 220 S2 '720 C 0 1 712 C 122 5 834 D R-11 431 B 39 2 392 35 2 427 L S1 1648 G 195 8 1843 H . 181 8 2024 I r-42 407 B 476 20 883 D 426 18 1309 F R-52 427 B 57 3 484 B 5 1 479 E S2 329 B 19 1 348 B 8 1 356 B S• 1 495 B 16 1 479 B 74 3 553 C R-12 142 44 2 98 B 9 1 107 A S
4 436 B 12 1 424 B 14 1 438 B S1 244 A 20 1 264 B 19 1 283 B R-12 360 B 24 1 336 B 38 2 298 B R-12 578 C 37 2 615 C 13 1 628 C S
5 1053 E 209 9 1262 F 170 7 1432 F R-33 668 C 11 1 679 C 33 2 646 C S
1 13 2 1 15 A 40 2 55 S
1 377 B 11 1 366 B 73 3 439 E S1 512 C 32 2 544 C 4 1 548 C s
4 928 D 2 1 930 D 15 1 915 D R-1
3 1152 E 122 5 1274 F 102 5 1376 F R-2
5 783 D 31 2 814 D 1 1 813 D R-1
3 1290 F 144 6 1434 F 455 19 1889 H R-3
2# 263 B 37 2 226 A 88 4 138 A S
1k 254 B 26 2 280 B 26 2 254 B R-1

340 B 39 2 379 B 8 1 387 B S
4%. 1357 F 116 5 1241 E 124 5 1365 F R-1
1" 207 A 13 1 194 A 11 1 183 S
9f 1457 F 24 1 1481 F 60 3 1541 G R-32 313 b 136 6 177 A 15 1 162 F-i

19 11, 4237 0 243 10 4480 R 5 1 4485 R R-51 y 783 D 144 6 927 D 33 2 894 D R-11 384 B 1 1 385 B 16 1 401 B S
2 399 B 2 1 401 B 32 1 433 E S
1 231 M 1 1 232 A 148 6 380 B R-1
4 442 B 34 2 476 B 40 2 436 B S
4 1927 H 97 4 1830 H 196 8 2026 I R-328 6299 Z 181 8 6480 Z 699 28 7179 E4 R-13

1901 H 101 5 2002 I 2 1 2000 H R-2
f 268 B 25 1 243 A 25 1 268 B R-1
6 1011 E 172 7 1183 E 120 5 1303 F R-2
2 243 A 24 1 267 B 26 2 241 A S
1 257 B 124 5 381 B 0 0 381 B > 8
1 17 A 4 1 21 A 5 1 16 A 8
1 93 A 10 1 83 A 3 1 80 A S
2 475 B 91 4 566 C 25 1 591 C R-1
9 776 D 55. 3 721 C 9 1 730 C S,2 514 C 49 2 563 C 80 4 483 B a.1 172 A 4 1 168 A 14 1 182 A
3 425 D 68 3 493 B 12 1 505 C
1 366 B 1 1 365 B 19 1 346 B
1 216 38 2 256 B 15 1 271 B ■R-11 246 .A 33 2 213 A 4 1 217 A S
1 791 D 74 3 865 D 49 2 914 D R-1
2 598 C 60 3 658 C 45 2 613 C S2 118 A 2 1 116 A 28 2 88 A sV'6 1623 G 70 3 1553 G 51 3 1604 G R-11 83 0 0 83 A 22 1 61 A S

1 313 h 30 2 283 B 3 1 280 B R-1
1 172 45 2 127 20 1 147 A S
3 664 G 27 2 691 G 78 4 769 D R-1
1 420 54 3 474 B 12 1 486 B S
1 55 A 9 1 64 7 1 57 À S
2 325 B 36 2 361 E 26 2 335 B S
1 334 B 7 1 327 10 1 317 B S
2 303 6 1 297 B 58 3 239 A F-1
1 237 A 27 2 264 68 3 332 B R-1
1 473 B 92 4 565 C 30 2 595 C R-1
12 3385 N 184 8 3569 0 82 4 3651 0 R-6
14 2344 J 18 1 2362 J 97 4 2265 J R-1
1 74 1 1 75 A 11 1 64 A S
1 430 B 15 1 415 B 31 2 44-6 B S
1 240 i 13 1 227 A 17 1 210 A S
1 804 D 52 3 856 D 30 2 826 D R-1
4 470 B 115 5 585 C 45 2 540 G R-1
1 51 A 9 1 42 A 15 1 27 A S
4 912 D 57 3 855 D 47 2 902 D R-1
1 323 B 84 4 407 B 31 2 438 B S
4 1053 E 174 7 1227 E 29 2 1256 F R-2
2 566 C 36 2 530 C 29 2 501 C S
1 227 A 21 1 206 A 18 1 188 A S
1 114 A 11 1 103 A 8 1 95 À S
4 802 D 44 2 846 D 89 4 935 D R-1
1 441 B 3 1 438 B 33 1 405 B S
1 98 1 1 97 A 1 1 98 A S
2 120 A 26 2 94 A 22 1 72 A S
1 124 A 9 1 115 A 13 1 102 A S
4 417 B 844 34 1261 F 809 33 2070 I R—8
1 303 B 51 3 354 B 17 1 337 B S
2 A--’■ 802 D 120 5 922 D 24 1 898 D, R-2
1 1169 E 95 4 1264 F 202 9 1062 EV
31 "3232 M 377 16 3609 0 187 8 3796 pA ^R-8
3 ■ 391 B 36 2 355 B 27 2 328 B;- S
2 187 A 26 2 161 A 11 1 150  ̂ S
1 804 D 69 3 873 D 31 2 842 "b R-1
9 1870 H 78 4 1948 H 37 2 1985 H R-2
8 1797 H 47 2 1844 H 30 2 1874 H" R-3
8 1252 E 276 12 1528 G 27 2 1501 G R—4
10 1502 G 794 32 2296 J 1277 52 3573 0 R-10
2 E 181 A 6 1 175 À 26 2 201 A S
7 682 G 10 1 672 C 29 2 701 C S

25 5021 U 408 17 5429 Y 652 27 6081 Y R-12
6 3610 0 444 18 4054 Q 34 2 4020 Q R-6



F I 6 - 2 3 ' P A R T  2
PULL KEY TO SIZE RANKS

0000 - 0250 A 4,001 - 4,250
0251 - 0500 B 4,251 - 4,5000501 - 0750 C 4,501 - 4,7500751 - 1,000 D 4,751 - 5,0001 ,001 - 1,250 E 5,001 - 5,250
1,251 - 1,500 P 5,251 - 5,5001,501 - 1,750 G 5,501 - 5,750
1,751 - 2,000 H 5,751 — 6,0002,001 - 2,250 I 6,001 - 6,2502,251 - 2,500 J 6,251 - 6,5002,501 - 2,750 K 6,501 - 6,750
2,751 - 3,000 L 6,751 -''•7 ,0003,001 - 3,250 M 7,001 - 7 ,250
3,251 - 3,500 N 7,251 - 7 ,5003,501 - 3,750 0 7,501 - 7,750
3,751 - 4,000 P 7,751 - 8,000

PULL KEY TO CHANGE RANKS:-

A
A#'

f
3̂-

1 . 1 - 25 19. 4512. 26 - 50 20. 476
3. 51 - 75 21 . 501
4. 76 - 100 22. 526
5. 101 - 125 23. 5516. 126 - 150 24. 576
7. 151 - 175 25. 6018. 176 - 200 26. 626
9. 201 - 225 2 7. 65110. 226 - 250 28. 676
11 . 251 - 275 29. 70112. 276 - 300 3 0. 726
13.̂ 301 - 325 31 . 751
14. 326 - 350 3 2. 775
15. 351 - 375 33. 80116. 376 - 400 34. 826
17. 401 - 425 35. 85118. 426 - 450 36. 876

m. 
601 - 625

X-':

%

3.. p. A*:: ::TT

'iTc 
■ f '



'RANGES IN SIZE AND OCCUPATION STRUCTURE OF THE 
OF FENl̂ Y STRATFORD, BUCKS. DEDUCED '

I A m m  ARCHIVAL SOURCES FOR PERIOD 1760-1850

EXPLANATORY NOTES;
(i)

(2)
(3)

hi.
Where possible, two sources ̂ (however incomplete) have been 
used to support one another - e.g. ’Posse Comitatus’ lists 
only men 15-60 not already in Militia, an allowance of ten 
for Militia and estimates for.^c^^ren (under 15) and 
elderly (over 60) as indicted below where essential.

Total figures in black,subtotals in .red.

Estimated figures inside" brackets in making such estimates, 
observations deriveâ-̂ from known figures%ii%l851 -
Enumerators Return were the main guide. ,
E.g. total female population slightly exceeds male population, 
children under 15 approx. to 50% of adult population, 
old people over 60 approx. to 8% of total population.

Population total estimates before 1801 census based on 
i ^ ^ s k i n - s  formula using

#$ratford before 1795, in absëlitië̂ oï’knoWcbnforË 
This estimate explained elsewhere.



SIZE Ay-
1761 - 7 0  
3$3 (Estim)

PARISH OP PENNY STRATPORD BU 
F IGr CHAN3ES IN, THE SIZE fflSO OCCUPATIONAL «T^UCTURE 0

CÈINGHAMSHIRE - 1760 - 1850
P TKS; POPULATION DEDUCED PROM ARCHfTKL SOURCES

1771 - 80 
U77 (Estim)

1781 -  90 
h59 (Estim)

1791 - 1800 
U23 (Estim) Xcensus) 1811 -  20

W1 (1811 
uensus)

1821 -  30
521 (1821 
census)

1831 - kO

635 (1831 census)

1841 - 50
765 (1841 census)

1851 -
870 (1851
census)

OCGfUrPAT-IONAL STRUCTURE SOURCES

MALE ' (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

e
f'
g,
i
j

f e h *ALE
(a)

(t)

OCCUPATIONS
Professional 
Perpetual Curate 
School Master 
Surveyor 
Excise Officer 
Auctioneer 
Surgeon 
Postmaster 
Wesleyan Minister 
Baptist Minister 
Dentist 
Solicitor
Inspector of Police 
Medical Assistant 
Craftsmen:-

TOTAL

UNIVERSAL POSSE 
DIRECTORY COMMITATUS 
1792 1798

1
2
(1)

TOTAL

TOTAL

Baker
Butcher
Miller
Grocer
Victualler/Maltster/inn or Hotel Keeper
Weaver
Draper
Tailor (and Glover)
Boot & Shoe Maker/Cordwainer 
Breeches Maker 
Clock & Watch Maker 
Chimney Sweep 
Saddler
Harness Maker/Collar Maker
Wheelwright
Blacksmith
Ironmonger
French Polisher
Builder
Brick Maker
Stonemason
Carpent er/J oiner/Sawyer
Painter/Glazier/Plumher
Engineer
Cooper
Mat Maker
Lace Maker
Apprentice (Unspecified), Journeyman, etc. 
F a r m e r s TOTAL 
(But see also Gardener*, Grazier*,
Drover , etc. below)
Other Occupations;- 
Grazier 
^Gardener
Hairdresser/Barber/Peruke Maker

Lace Merchânt/Buyer 
^owleech
’Tripeman/Tripedresser
Hawker
Postman
Coal Carter
Ragman
Bricklayer
Shopkeeper or Shopman 
Parish Constable/Policeman 
Merchant (Unspecified)
Insurance Agent
Railway Engine Driver
Drover
Timekeeper
Lock Keeper
Wharfinger
Carrier
Coal Merchant
Watchman
Boatman
Bookseller
Tea Dealer
Ostler/Groom
Cattle Dealer
Railway Porter
Railway Guard
Railway Labourer
Railway Platelayer
Letter Carrier
Hay Binder
Shoe Binder
Warehouseman
Stationer
Bonnet Ironer
Clock Cleaner
Rural Post Messenger
Agricultural Labourers
Farm Servants
Servants
Retired Men with independent means 
Elderly paupers (male)
Boys at school or infants
TOTAL MALE POPULATION

42
3
4
5 
9
2
3
3
3
1

33(42)|v
4 2
5 
1

2
4

3
1

Not Listed

52
1
1

15
2
1

1
1
1
2
1
i
1

TOTAL
TOTAL
TOTAL
TOTAL
TOTAL
TOTAL

30
9
1

(211)
Professional;- 
Schoolmistress
Day and Boarding School Proprietress
Postmistress
Crafts
Collar Maker
Victualler
Lacemaker
Strawplaiter
Milliner
Seamstress
Laundress
Washerwoman
Bonnet Manufacturer
Bonnet Sewer
Charwoman , ‘ .
Plain Sewer 
Knitter 
Nurse 
Nursemaid.

J '
straw Bonnet MaKer -
Domestic *̂ ervice "  ̂ :
HdUsWives or daughters 
(Unmarried and at home) •
Retired women with independent means 
Paupers (Elderlŷ , female)
Girls at home or Infants
TOTAL FEMIALE POPULATION

TOTAL

TOTAL (3)

TOTAL
TOTAL
TOTAL
TOTAL
TOTAL

(t)

Î
A.

(c)

SOURCES :

OCCUPATIONS
Professional;- TOTAL
Perpetual Curate/
Incumbent of Parish 
School Master 
Surveyor 
Excise Officer 
Auctioneer 
Surgeon 
Postmaster 
Wesleyan Minister 
Baptist Minister 
Dentist 
Solicitor
Inspector of Police 
Medical Assistant 
Railway Station Master 
Railway Clerk
Craftsmen:- TOTAL
Baker
Butcher
Miller
Grocer
Victualler/Maltster, Inn 
or Hotel Keeper 

Weaver 
Draper
Tailor/Glover
Boot & Shoe Maker,Cordwainer 
Hatter
Clock and Watch Maker 
Chimney Sweep 
Saddler
Harness Maker, Collar Maker
Wheelwright
Blacksmith
Ironmonger
French Polisher
Builder
Brickmaker
Stone Mason
Carpenter/J oiner/Sawyer
Painter/Glazier/piumber
Engineer
Cooper
Mat Maker
Lace Maker
Apprentice (Unspecified) 
Journeyman, etc.
Farmers

PIGOT *S 
DIRECTORY 

1830

ENUMER
ATORS 
RETURNS 
of 1841

9
1
1

28
2
4

(But see also Gardeners-,Graziers* , Drovers* etc. below)
Not Listed

(ÔL) Other Occupations : - TOTAL. *Grazier 7
♦Gardener 
I^irdresser/Barber/Peruke Mkr.etc. Lace Merchant/Buyer 
Cowleech
Tripeman/TripedresserHawker
Postman
Coal Carter
Ragman
Bricklayer
Shopkeeper or Shopman 2
Parish Constable/Policeman 1
Merchant (Unspecified) 3
Insurance Agent 1
Railway Engine Driver 
♦Drover 
Time Keeper 
Lock Keeper 
Wharfinger 
Carrier 
Coalmenchant 
Watchman 
Boatman 
Bookseller 
Tea Dealer 
Ostler/Groom 
Cattle Dealer 
Railway Porter 
Railway Guard
Railway Labourer/Platelayer 
Letter Carrier 
Hay Binder 
Shoe Binder 
Warehouseman 
Stationer 
Bonnet Ironer 
Clock Cleaner 
Rural Post Messenger 
Agricultural Labourers TOTAL 
Farm Servants TOTAL
Servants TOTAL
Retired men with 
independent means TOTAL 1

Elderly paupers (Male) TOTAL 
Boys at school or infntsTOTAL
TOTAL MALE POPULATION

1
79
46
1
2

2
711

2
5
42
3
1
8
2

8
3

38

11
2
3

2
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
5
1
1
1
1

FEMALE • 
(a)

(212)

P r o f e s s i o n a l TOTAL 
Schoolmistress 
Day & Boarding Sch.Prop. 
Postmistress 

(b) Crafts:- TOTAL
Collar Maker 
Victualler 
Lacemaker 
Strawplaiter 
Milliner 
Seamstress 
Laundress 
Washerwoman 
Bonnet Manufacturer 
Bonnet Sewer 
Charwoman ,

Plain ̂ «wer 
Knitter 
Nurse 
Nursemaid 
Dress Maker 
Straw Bonnet Maker 
Domestic Service TOTAL
Housewives or 
daughters TOTAL
(unmarried and at home) 
Retired women with 
independent means TOTAL

Elderly paupers Tfemale^TOTAL Girls at home or 
infants TOTAL

TOTAL FEMAIE population

(e)

w

ENUMER
ATORS 
RETURNS 
of

MUSSON &
CRAVENS
DIRECTOR'

1851 1853
9 9
1 2
1 1

2
1 1
1
1 1

1
1 1
1
1 1

91 57
2 2

10 5
2 2
2 4
7 9
1
2 36 4

13 8
2 2
1 2
1 1
5 ) ^
4 2
5 2
2 . 1
1
5 1
2 1
1 1

10 1
6 2
1

1

liiirs. ^
sons wkg.
at home)

42 19
1 2

1 2 .

1
1

6 .
3 2
2 2

3
1

2

1
2

1
2 1

5
1
5

82
1
1

115
2

6 7
6 9,(30) 2

(127) 139

(380) 427

0 3
3

104 139

84 75
9 28
1
7 3
1 3
2 1

1
5
4

1
1
4
1

12

25 35
(104) 92

2 4(32) 4
(118) 156

(385) 433



Table of Population Statistics employed, (v/ith sources).

DATES
1725

ENGLAND & WALES BUCKINGHAMSHIRE FENIiy STRATFORD
300

1761

1771
1781

1791

1801

1811

1821

1831
1841
1851

6,660,000 88,500

8,893,000-
10,104,000-

13,897,000-

1 7,7 1 9,000'
SOURCES :

ESTIMATES FROM: 
"GROWTH & CONTROL 
OF WORLD
POPULATION", W.D. 
BORRIE(1) 
WEIDENFELD & 
NICOLSON 1970

"POPULATION IN 
INDUSTRIALISATION" 
MICHAEL DRAKE(2) 
METHUEN 1969 
(QUOTING J. 
RICKMAN)
CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
"CHAMBER’S 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA" BY 
D.V. GLASS(3), Prof. 
of SOCIOLOGY at the 
L.S.E.

117,864

146,977

163,723

SOURCES ;
1760 - ESTIMATE BASED 

ON HOBSBAUM 
& RUDE, "CAPTAIN 
SWING".

I

I801ff CENSUS RETURNS

.3 9 3

477
459
423

469(5)
481
521

635 

765

870

SOURCES :
PRIOR TO 1801 St 
FOR 1801 (in brackets) !j 
ESTIIvIATE BASED ON I 
BAPT..REGISTERS OF 
ST. I'lARTINS FENNY 
STRATFORD (THERE 
BEING NO OTHER 
DISSENTING CHURCHES 
UNTIL AFTER 1795)
USING HOSKlNfÿS 
FORMULA FROM "LOCAL 
HISTORY IN ENGLAND"

I

i.e. Ae . No. BAPTISMS I
P.A. TAKEN OVER THE |
DECADE - AND j
MULTIPLIED BY 30 *
laoiff - CENSUS 
RETURNS.

■at'


