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use of the provision of the Clerical DisabilitiesAct to resign orders, while, domestically,he
and Susanna celebrated the birth of their only son, Archie in Novemberof that year. III
health, both his own and that of his wife and son, meant that Venn spent more time away
from Cambridge and sought to reduce his teaching commitments.

Venn'sreasonsfor resigningordersand the timingfor his
actionswill be exploredagainsta
changingbackdropof institutionalstructuresfor religionin the Universityandan altered
religioustonewithinthe CollegewhichcontrastedwithVenn'sexperienceas an
The renunciationof clericalstatuswill also bejuxtaposedwithfurther
undergraduate.
aspectsof Venn'sprofessionalacademicidentityas expressedthroughhis participationin
academicnetworks,his searchfor academicpreferment,and the socialaspectsof
Cambridgelife.Venn'smaturereligiousposition be
will comparedwiththat of hisfamilyin an
examinationof the survivingelementsof the post-Claphamite
network.

Resignation of orders
The circumstancesimmediatelyleading to Venn's decision to resign orders are not entirely
clear. Indeed, contemporaryevidence for his religious position betweenthe time of his
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father's death and his resignation of orders is sparse. Henry Venn died on 13'hJanuary 1873,
having received final communion a few days earlier from his elder son., By 1875,Venn's
uncle, John Venn of Hereford, had become concerned about Venn's spiritual welfare when
Clayton sent through notice that Venn's name had been seen in public connectionwith that
of Sidgwick and Spencer.2 The context is lost but may have been associatedwith work Venn
was doing on the difficulties of objectivity in material logic, in which he referenced both
Spencer's and Sidgwick's work.3What clearly concerned his family was the associationwith
names that stood for unorthodox religious opinion and materialism.

Venn himself does not appear to have discussed his reasons for resigning orders with his
family until much later in life. His brother wrote in 1910
Do you remember how when you decided to give up your Orders you sent me about 3
lines announcing your purpose & then 'This is not for discussion'?Of course I never
spoke of it after that.
Harry raised the subject having been given sight for the first time of his brother's
autobiographicalAnnals,
I am very glad to have read your apologia pro vita sua or shall I say (as Augustine
used the word) Confessio? .... Allow me to thank you sincerely for giving me the whole
5

history of your decision.

The Annals were written with encouragement from Susanna Venn during Venn's recovery
from pneumonia in 1887. The text was revised in 1902, following another period of serious
illness, at a time when Venn was engaged in research for his family history, and he offered

the text to his wife to correct in 1917.6 The Annals themselves were never published,
1 Deathbedaccount by C. J. Elliott
reproducedin W. Knight, Memoir of Henry VennBD Prebendaryof
St. Paul's and Honorary Secretaryof the Church MissionarySociety (London, 1882), p.376.
2 CMS Archive, CMS/ACC81C37, J. Venn (of Hereford)to C. Clayton, 29/11/1875.
3 J. Venn, 'The difficulties
of material logic', Mind. a quarterly review of psychologyand philosophy,
Volume IV (1879).
4 Caius Archive, John Venn
papers, C11/10, H. Venn to J. Venn, 616/1910.
5 lbid, 6/6/1910.
6 Caius Archive, John Venn
papers, C07/31, S.C. Venn to J.A. Venn, 4/5/1917.
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Henry, to read them in 1910; Susannaoffered to show it to their son Archie in 1917 and
Albert Venn Dicey was provided with access in 1919.7

The Annals covered the period of Venn's upbringing, early years at Caius, curacies, and his
academic life in Cambridge prior to his marriage in 1867. He wrote from the position of having
abandoned both Evangelical theology and clerical vocation. The Annals were written from the
perspective of a man trying to analyse the nature and weaknesses of a religious framework
since rejected; and to impose logical order upon a process of change. As has already been
indicated, Venn defined the ways in which his former religious orientation had been
inadequate, emphasising the intellectual inadequacy of a religious position founded largely on
emotion, the failings of the Evangelical examples he encountered outside his family, and the
influence of certain authors, such as Mill. Memories were selected accordingly. Venn did not,
for example, choose to account for his continued involvement in Evangelical societies in the
1860s, nor his writing for the Christian Observer.

With the terminationof the narrativein 1867,what is not offered is an explicit explanationof
the time which elapsed betweenVenn's rejectionof the theological positionsof
Evangelicalismin the 1860s,the death of his father in 1873 and his eventual resignationof
orders in 1883. Both SusannaVenn and Albert Venn Dicey felt that that Venn's narrativewas
incomplete.Susannatriiedto encourageher husbandto extend the narrative and Dicey asked
if there were a second instalment! Venn respondedin the negative saying that he felt he had
said enoughto explain his position and as time elapsed he no longer had as much interest in
the events.9

7 CaiusArchive, John Venn papers, CII/10, H. Venn to J-Venn, 6/6/1910; C25/27A.V. Dicey to J.
Venn, 23/3/1919.
8 Universityof Glasgow,Albert Venn Dicey papers, Ms Gen 508(26),J. Venn to A.V. Dicey, 2/411919;
Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C25/27,AN. Dicey to J. Venn, 23/3/1919.
9 Universityof Glasgow,Albert Venn Dicey papers, Ms Gen 508(27),J. Venn to A.V. Dicey, 15/4/1919.
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Venn may have been mirroringthe approachtaken by his wife. SusannaVenn wrote her own
account of her early life in 1885. She ended her narrative in 1867with an account of her
marriage,stating, 'as a married woman has no history, all her life belongingto her husband
as well as to herself, she having no right to give what is not hers to impart, here I end these
hasty notes'.10For Susanna,married life representeda break with the unhappinessof her
childhood. 1867 may have representeda slightly different landmarkfor her husband. It is
notable that Venn ended his Annals discussingthe publicationof the Logic of chance in 1866,
his teaching in the Moral SciencesTripos and his first candidacyfor the Knightbridge
Professorship;each signs of his independentidentity and emerging reputation in academic
circles.

The Annals made the points Venn wished to make:
My creed was not founded on intellectual convictions. It had been accepted as a
whole, and was only held together by my emotions, of which emotions one of the chief

"
for
father.
was reverence my
Within Venn's narrative,there are two key intertwinedelementsthat build up a picture of
Venn's religioustransition: his relationshipto his fathers influence and also the change in the
basis on which Venn approachedreligious belief. From this it is possible to infer the direction
of Venn's thought and the impact this may have had upon his ability to subscribeto a clerical
position.

Venn had to come to terms with his relationshipwith his father; who, to Venn, was the very
personificationof that faith. Henry Venn was the epitome of Evangelicalassuranceand set
the clerical standard against which Venn unfavourablymeasured himself and others, like
Tilson Marsh and Manley.The point constantlyreinforcedthroughoutthe Annals was the

10CIVISArchive, CMS/ACC81F30, Notes from the years 1844 to 1867from my birth to
my marriageS.C. Venn.
11CIVISArchive, CMS/ACC81F27, Annals, p.105.
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reinforcedby emotionalattachmentand reverence.To reject Evangelicalismwas to seem to
reject the man; so Venn sought to resolvethe paradoxof the reverencewith which he
regarded his father, his rejectionof the religious ideas his father represented,and the sense
of failure that entailed.Venn's experiencewas not uncommon.Bradley has pointed to the
way in which a fear of being found wanting in a parent's eyes and being found unworthyof
12
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be
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The close connectionbetweenfamily and religionthat was one of the hallmarksof
Evangelicalismparadoxicallymeant that a change of religiousdirection became more painful
to the individualsconcerned.15

Such a departurefrom the religion of the previousgenerationwas not inevitable,as was
evident from the lives of Venn's siblings.Venn describedhis sister's enduring Evangelicalism
[she] took the impress so entirely (that my father unconsciouslyrather than
deliberatelyput upon her) that to the end of her life the opinions she had early imbibed
fitted her like a skin. 16
Henrietta was supportive to her brother when he resigned orders, even though he

acknowledgedthis must have pained her. Henrietta'sunwaveringfaith placed a bar to
complete confidencebetweenbrother and sister. Venn felt that her bright and sensible mind

121.Bradley, The call to seriousness: the Evangelical impact upon the Victorians (London, 1976),

W91.
F. M. Turner 'The Victorian crisis of faith and the faith that was lost' in R.J. Helmstadter& B.
Lightman (eds.), Victorianfaith in crisis: essays on continuityand change in nineteenthcentury
religiousbelief (Stanford, 1990), p.25.
140. Chadwick, The Victorian Church,Part 11,Second edition [An ecclesiasticalhistory of England]
JI-ondon,1970), p.137.
5W.R. Ward, 'Faith and fallacy: Englishand German perspectivesin the nineteenthcentury' in
Helmstadter& Lightman (eds.), op. cit., p.45.
16Societyof GenealogistsLibrary,Venn collection,J. Venn to L.M. Forster,2/6/1903.
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to
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was restricted adherence
Stephenwho remained her closest confidante,and when Henriettadevelopedterminal
cancer in 1901, it was Carrie who moved to spend nine months near to the woman she
describedas being like a sister.18

Having followed his brother to Caius and then taken orders, Henry Venn of Canterbury
initially worked closely with their father, assisting his work for the Church Missionary Society.
He then chose parochial life, taking parishes in Devon and Kent. In 1900 he was collated by
Archbishop Temple to an honorary canonry of Canterbury, and spent his later years in
residence at Canterbury. Henry Venn's career perhaps represents the working in practice of
a possibility about which John Venn had privately speculated: the potential result if he had
been brought under the influence of a moderate vicar whom he could have respected, and
been diverted away from speculation and towards social and practical work. 19It is only
through surviving parish records that some intimation is given of Henry's churchmanship.
Collections were regularly taken for the Church Missionary Society, the Church Pastoral Aid
Society and the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. Henry's continuing interest in
overseas mission was apparent in the appearance of preachers, like Geoffrey Cliff, Bishop of
Shantung, who spoke on Mission Work in China, on which occasion the collection was take
for the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts 20Henry fathered a large
.
family, marrying twice and having seven children of whom one son, Henry Straith Venn spent
21
Caius,
Arthur,
became
a year at
a clergyman. It is a fundamental flaw of
and another,
Stockton's argument for the transition of the Venns from an Evangelical, clerical dynasty to
an academic one, that he concentrates on John and Archie Venn and fails to give due weight
to the continuation of the clerical line through Henry Venn of Canterbury.
17lbid, 23/8/1903.
'a R. Tod, Caroline Emelia Stephen: quaker mystic 1834-1909 (Birmingham, 1978), 40
p.
19CMS Archive, CMS/ACC81 F27, Annals, p. 121.

20CanterburyCathedralArchive, U13/60/1/44,
Walmer Parish Vestry Register 1900-06,17/4/1904.
21J. Venn, Biographicalhistory of Gonvilleand Calus College 1349-1897,Volume 111713-1897
(Cambridge,1898), p.334.
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There was, however, a notable differencein style betweenthese Venn brothers and previous
generations.It was perhaps natural that given his religiousdifficulties,John Venn would be
somewhat reticent on religious matters, but both brothers lacked the emotional
expressivenessof their fathers faith. By the end of the century the written style of the Venns
was less overtly religious in tone. Henry Venn wrote of Church matters rather than religion
and faith. When Henry met a man who spoke of being influencedby his brother's preaching,
he commented
Probablyyou often feel as I do that one's life is slipping away & that one passes
through the world much as one passes down Fleet Street - meeting many people but
influencingvery few by touch or by word & it is pleasantto get a proof that some one
22
feeling
is
has
to
those
grateful one.
of
passed
whom one
To their father, this would not have been merely pleasant, but a instance of God's mercies,
and an encouragement in one's calling. Secularisation of literary style cannot automatically
be equated with a decline in religiosity, but what it highlights is the difference between two
generations of Venns.

Stockton has describedthe gradual ascendancyof Venn's independentidentity, and the
23
father.
What has receivedless emphasisfrom Stockton is that this
that
his
rejection of
of
was allied with a redefinitionof the basis on which Venn wished those beliefs to be founded,
i.e. upon intellectualconvictions.The definitively Evangelicalsubstanceof his beliefs was
eroded as the result of the applicationof an intellectualrather than emotionalapproach.The
story that Venn told in the Annals is indeed one of a gradual realisationof a shift in the
balance of authority in his life, where a new set of ideas and friends gradually gained
ascendancyover another. For Venn, this entailed a lengthy crisis of authority:

22Ibid, 10/6/1906.

23W. K. Stockton, 7he Venn family since the mid-eighteenth century' (Brandeis University PhD, 1980),
p.450.
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how a person who had been impelled by a powerful force (i. e. in my case, my father's
influence) against the natural current of his temperament and studies, may for years
remain in a condition of unstable equilibrium, conscientiously holding contradictory
doctrines, and sometimes raising suspicions of his honeSty.24
This tension perhaps goes some way to explaining Venn's maintenance of a publicly
Evangelical position over a prolonged period while he was starting to question privately the
nature and substance of his beliefs.

Honestywas both a key theme and a key point of tension in the Annals. In writing the Annals
Venn showed a continuingconcernfor Evangelicaland family values of religioussincerity and
honestyand the importanceof self-examinationof one's beliefs. Alongsidethese inherited
influences,his acquired network of friends placed a similar emphasis upon sincerity and
honesty of professionand, in Sidgwick'scase, made an argumentfor stepping aside as a
clergyman,if full and sincere subscriptionto the doctrines of the Church could not be given.
Yet Venn maintaineda clerical positionfor over ten years after his fathers death while drawn
towards beliefs that could be argued to pull him in the opposing direction.

The lapse of time betweenthe onset of doubt and correspondingaction was not
unprecedentedamong Venn's generation.FitzjamesStephen also became influenced by Mill
and Bentham but the influenceof his wider readingwas slow to develop and Stephenfelt the
warring pull of old and new influences.
He could not take things for granted or suppress doubts by ingenioussubterfuges.
And yet, he was as thoroughlyimbued with the old spirit that he could not go over
completelyto its antagonists.To destroy the old faith was still for him to destroy the
25
impulse
life.
to
a noble
great

24Universityof Glasgow,Albert Venn Dicey papers, Ms Gen 508(26).J. Venn to A.V. Dicey, 2/411919.
25L. Stephen, The life of Sir James FitzjamesStephen (London, 1895), p.309.
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His brother and biographercommentedthat'It took him, in fact, years to develop distinctly
new conclusionS.s26Similarly, Leslie Stephen may have wrestled with his consciencein the
1860s, but he did not formally renounce his 'parsonhood' until 1875 after the death of his
27
mother. Stephen had to balancethe demands of his conscience,the practicalitiesof
supportinghimself if he gave up orders, and concern for his family. Writing to Stephen's
biographerin 1906,Albert Venn Dicey also pointed out that fifty years ago, resignationof
orders was not a step that was undertakenlightly.
The difficulty of any man freeing himself from the bondage of the clerical career
seemed all but insuperable,and the men who accomplishedit generally, I fancy,
found themselves hamperednot only by the force of hostile public opinion but by
28
in
their
uncertainty
own mindS.
Venn may have needed to give more considerationthan his cousin to the weight of family
tradition.Venn was not just dealing with his relationshipwith his immediatefamily, but with
the full force of his family's clerical and Evangelicaltradition. The Stephenfamily's
involvementwith Evangelicalismwas primarilyas laymen; Leslie Stephen being the exception
rather than the rule in seeking to take orders rather than pursuinga legal career. On the other
hand a key part of the Venns' identity was based on the continuoustradition of nine
generationsof universitygraduateclergy and had further strengthenedthis tradition by
29
Evangelicalism.
The advent of
three
their
emphasising
generationswith
associationover
another generationof the Venn family, with the birth in 1883 of Venn's son, John Archibald,
may have been a further milestonethat helped to prompt Venn to action in resigning orders in
1883.

It has been argued that marriage sometimes placed constraints upon the experience of a
crisis of faith as wives, mindful of social status and responsibilities within the family circle,
26lbid, p. 124.
27J. W. Bicknell (ed. ), Selected letters of Leslie Stephen, Volume 1 1864-1882 (London, 1996), 80.
p.
28AN. Dicey to F.W. Maitland 27/11/1906 in J. W. Bicknell,
op. cit., Volume 1 1864-1882 (London,
1996), p. 15.
29W. K. Stockton, op. cit., pp.xix-xxii.
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established limits to the husband's expression of doubts.

30

Susanna, however, wrote a

companionnarrativeto that of her husband,describing her unhappyupbringing in an
Evangelical household at the hands of a governess who

Under the mask of a hypocriticaland lying professionof Evangelicalismthat woman
was false, cruel violent, abusive in language and deceitful in conduct.

31

Susanna described her own version of religious crisis as being'in much perplexity of mind'for
which her solution was to study.

I tried religious reading but all books in the least unorthodoxwere forbidden, and
orthodoxy had not come before me in a light that I could either rest or work in.32
Susannacredited Venn and his family with having rescued her from this situation and what is
apparentfrom both her memoir and her letters is her feverish devotionto her husband.The
bounds of social respectabilitymay have been importantto a don's wife in Victodan
Cambridge,but the parallels betweenSusannaand John Venn's autobiographicalaccountsthe shared dissatisfactionwith an Evangelicalchildhood and disappointmentwith selected
Evangelicalrole models- indicate that Susannawould perhaps have been more likely to
support her husband'sdisentanglementfrom Evangelicalism.

The story of the Annals was of a progressionto a less distinct doctrinal position.As Venn
himself noted, the theological positions he adopted in the 1860s identified him as a Broad
Churchmanrather than an Evangelical.As the examplesof Maurice and Stanley showed,
such views did not necessarilyplace him absolutelybeyond the pale of the Church but they
were certainly controversialand potentiallysuspect to a number of their fellow clergymen. In
the early 1870sVenn seemed to find no contradictionbetweena Broad Church position and
a liberal view of subscription.This contrastedwith the religiousdevelopmentof Leslie
Stephen,who not only rejected religiousorthodoxybut also what he saw as the intellectual
30F. M. Turner 'The Victorian crisis of faith
and the faith that was lost' in Helmstadter & Lightman
jeds. ), op. cit., pp. 32-3.
1 CMS Archive, CMS/ACC81 F30, Notes from the
years 1844 to 1867 from my birth to my marriage S. C. Venn.

32 ibid.
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dishonesty of the Broad Church. 33Stephen attacked the liberal churchmen who were trying to
reach an accommodation with new historical and scientific knowledge, rather than following
through their views to a truthful conclusion in agnosticism. Such accommodations within the
bounds of the Thirty-Nine Articles, he saw as getting in the way of the formulation of a
truthful post-Christian approach. 34Venn may, like Stephen and Sidgwick before him, have
been unable to find a permanent refuge in a Broad Church position. Furthermore, once his
lengthy internal struggle with his father's religious legacy had subsided, Venn may have felt
that he could no longer offer in good conscience even a modified, less precise form of
subscription and fulfil his ministerial duty to use the liturgy in the sense that his congregation
understood it.

Looking back at the end of his life, Venn was aware that the context of debate had shifted. In
correspondence with Dicey his attention was drawn to the openness with which men like
Gore and Sanday adopted positions on the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection, which in the 1860s would have provoked outcry and prosecution. 35Venn himself was prompted to
observe:

I suppose, if I had waited till presenttimes, I might have felt that I was just as much
36
dignitaries.
I
the
to
existent church
entitled stay where was as some of
However,in the 1880s,Venn felt that he could no longer honestlysubscribeto the Articles:
37
is
39
iron
it,
bars
the
there
unfortunately
a shut gate with
spikes on which
way.
Venn may have left orders, but unlike Leslie Stephen, he did not become agnostic.To the
end of his life, Venn continuedto attend church and chapel services and also retained a good
deal of affection for the clerical life,
33F.M. Turner, Between science and religion: the
reaction to scientific naturalism in late Victorian
England (Yale, 1974), p. 39; L. Stephen 'On the influence of the Broad Church party, 1870' in G.
Parsons, Religion in Victorian Britain, Volume /// Sources (Manchester, 1988), p. 64.
34J. P. Von Arx, Progress and pessimism: religion, politics and history in late nineteenth century Britain
Tarvard historical studies CIV] (Harvard, 1985), pp. 7-8.
5 Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C25118, AN. Dicey to J. Venn 17/5/1914.
36University of Glasgow, Albert Venn Dicey papers, Ms Gen 508(27), J. Venn to AN. Dicey,
15/4/1919.
37Society of Genealogists Library, Vann Collection, J. Venn to L. M. Forster, 15/2/1903.
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I do not claim to be 'reverend'- though not, I hope irreverend.'Dereverend' my
Church friends would call me. 38

Collegiate religion
The changing context of the College and University environment was important here. With the
removal of religious tests, Venn was under no obligation to resign his fellowship when he
resigned orders, and the religious tone of the College was a good deal more tolerant than it
had been under Clayton.

In 1871,the UniversityTests Act had brokenthe Anglican monopolyupon all fellowshipsand
offices other than in divinity, but re-affirmedthe requirementfor the continuationof daily
39
From this point on, therefore, the
Common
Prayer
Book
to
the
chapel services according
of
.
colleges were fighting what Peter Searby has termed a rearguardaction to impose
40

compulsorychapel upon communitiescontainingnon-Anglicans. In Caius, the 'rearguard
action'was ostensiblythe responsibilityof the Dean, who in 1890 asked for a clarificationof
the Fellowship'spositionon compulsorychapel. As Dean, FredericWallis had relied mainly
upon what he termed 'moral suasion' and occasionalgating of defaultersto enforce chapel
attendance.However by 1890 he felt this system to be breakingdown, with a number of men
courteouslydecliningto attend chapel more often than they themselvessaw fit. In response,
the Senior Tutor, E.S. Robertscirculateda paper on chapel services among the resident
members of the GoverningBody for comment.The paper took as its starting point the
assumptionthat a majorityof the GoverningBody still supported a certain amount of what he
termed 'obligatory or disciplinaryattendance'and that abolition of compulsionwould be

38lbid, 10/3/1903.

39Statutes of Gonvilleand Caius College in the Universityof Cambridge(Cambridge,1882), Statute 33
Of DivineWorship and Religious Instruction,referringto the provisionsof Section 6 of The Universities
Tests Act 1871.
40C.N.L. Brooke,A history of the Universityof Cambridge,Volume 4 1870-1990(Cambridge,1993),
pp.112-3; P. Searby,A history of the Universityof Cambridge,Volume 3 1750-1870(Cambridge,
1997), p.273.
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'simply disastrouS'.41It was an assumptionfrom which none of the resident members of the
GoverningBody demurred.Venn accepted it, albeit reluctantly,commenting,
Accepted: not so much from decided opinion as from total inability to suggest any other
42
course.

The issue of compulsorychapel within Caius was part of a wider debate. There were those
who criticised compulsorychapel for training men to see worship as an obnoxiousduty or a
schoolboydiscipline,while others argued that tutors, acting in loco parentis,should enforce
attendanceat church services as a healthydiscipline for the young, through which they
43
develop
character. Chapel attendanceremained
would assimilate commonvalues and
compulsoryin Caius, with declining effect, until 1916. In commonwith many of the other
colleges,the practicewas simply not restored after the War. It was a quiet death; its moment
unmarked by any particular College Order.

With the Fellowship having committed itself to the continuation of compulsory chapel, Roberts
sought to balance out the harm they thought could be done to both religion and discipline by
the arrangement of its services, introducing music and shorter sermons. 44Roberts' reforms
were representative of a change in the manner in which religious participation was being
approached. Increased attempts were being made to engage the students rather than simply
try to discipline them. This fits with Rothblatt's argument that the new dons of the 1860s
onwards were dissatisfied with treating students as schoolboys by enforcing petty regulations
45Concerned
loyalty
instead
their
to
the
to
of
students.
as
minds and
and sought
seek
capture
he is with the emergence of secular academic, Rothblatt does not deal satisfactorily with the
role that was played by the increased sense of vocation and professionalism among the

41Caius Archive, Ernest Stewart Roberts papers, PPC/ESR,The resident members of Governing Body
J?aper on chapel services],8/5/1890.
Ibid.
43A.C. Deane, 'The religion of the undergraduate',Nineteenth Century (Oct 1895), p.675; Letter from
E. Conybeare, The Guardian,20/10/1895.
44Caius Archive, Ernest Stewart Roberts papers, PPC/ESR,[paper on chapel services],8/5/1890.
45S. Rothblatt, The revolution of the dons: Cambridgeand society in VictorianEngland (London,
1968), p.194.
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clergy providingthis care, as was evident in the changing role of College Dean. The office
had traditionallypassed among the clerical fellows by rotation;with Venn serving his turn for
two years in the mid'I 860s. These deans generally served a short term of office, and among
those who served in the 1860s and 1870s,there was little claim for them being good
46

communicatorswith a broad appeal among the undergraduates. However,as the number of
clerical fellows decreased,by 1879, FredericWallis was the only clerical fellow willing to
47
serve. Wallis served as Dean for thirteen years, and was succeededby Knight,who served
until 1903.These relatively long terms of office coincidedwith a greater concentrationupon
reachingout to studentsthrough persuasionand personalinfluence,and a decline in the
disciplinarypower of the Dean which passedto the tutors.

While religion based upon compulsiondeclined,that of the more select number of committed
Anglicanswho elected to make it their personalchoice appears to have prospered.It was a
growth that was fostered by the College authoritiesas a separate strand to the more general,
disciplinaryparticipation.In contrast with the general abridgementof services and reduced
requirementsof attendance,celebrationof Holy Communionwas made more frequent, so
that by the 1890sthere was the opportunityof a weekly sacrament.48SuccessiveDeans,
Wallis and Knight, held Greek testament classes in their rooms after morning service on
Sundays,for men of various academic schools and religiousviews 49From this evidence it is
.
possibleto see the groundsfor Chadwick'sconclusionthat
...

the two universities,regardedless as institutionsthan as groups of men, were more

religious in 1884 than before 1871.50
For those who were committedto religion, acts of college worship were renderedmore
meaningful through being, increasingly, a matter of personal choice rather than compulsion;
and through closer communion with those who elected to make a similar commitment.
46Henry Barclay Swete: a remembrance(London, 1918), pp.31-3.
47Caius Archive, GOV/03/011/12,
Gesta 1874-1885,14/10/1879.
48lbid, 16/3/1880.
49The Calan, Volume XI 1(1902-3).p.98.
so0. Chadwick,op. cit., Part 11,p.448.
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The fortunes of the Commemoration of Benefactors service give an indication of the direction
in which a more inclusive corporate ritual was simultaneously developing. Historically, the
chapel had always been a centre for the performance of the rituals which bound together the
members of Caius. The service in Commemoration of Benefactors had developed from the
duty of medieval colleges to commemorate the dead. For several years the practice of
reading the commemoration at the evening chapel service on College feast days had been
discontinued, but the idea was revived by E.S. Roberts in 1894 when a date in November
was fixed for an annual commemoration service, with an updated form of service being drawn
up by Venn, Roberts and the Dean in 1899.51These commemorative services are less
important for their religious than their civic and historic significance in reinforcing the sense of
corporate identity. On one level, a connection was forged between Caians past and present,
in defiance of the radical changes which had taken place in the College over the preceding
half century. The common experience of a historically based, but theologically vague ritual
could reinforce the sense of belonging in a redefined college community composed of men of
diverse beliefs.

By the end of the nineteenthcentury, religious ritual was operating on two distinct levels. At
the start of the period, it had still been assumed that all membersof the Collegewould
participatein the same ritual, which would affirm both communityidentity and a shared
frameworkof belief. By the 1920s,the most widely shared public rituals, which helped to
establish the communityethos, were still broadly religious in form; but ritual which was also
religious in meaning and content had retreatedto the relative privacy of a particularreligious
sub-group,from whom a higher level of personal commitmentwas demanded.52

51Caius Archive, GOV/03/01/14,Gesta 1893-1900,9/10/1894,19/5/1999;E.S. Roberts,College
Annals, 1891-1903,9/10/1894.
52C. Bell, Ritual, perspectivesand dimensions (Oxford, 1997), 201.
p.
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A parallel pattern of change was also apparent in the developmentof provisionfor the
academic study of theology, and changes in students' and fellows' career expectations.In
line with the rest of the University,Caius saw a sharp drop in the number of ordinandsamong
its graduatesfrom the 1860s onwards.A slight increase in numberswas noted in the early
1890s, but the clear trend was of decline of the number of ordinands in relation to
matriculantsin both proportionaland absolute terms. This was a sharper definition of the
broadertrend in the ancient universities,whereby the number of graduate ordinands between
53

1830 and 1900 declined proportionallyas University numbersgrew. While the expectation
of a clerical career became less general, particular provisionwas increasinglymade to
support those who chose theologicalstudy or preparationfor orders. Followingthe
establishmentof the TheologicalTripos in 1873, the existing College theological
54
in
theology
examinationsand prizes were reformed;and scholarships
established. College
teaching was reformedtoo, with the appointmentof a Divinity lecturer in 1875.55In Caius, like
the rest of Cambridge,reform had meant that the Church of Englandderived less benefit than
it used to from the College endowment.The establishmentof dedicatedteaching,
scholarshipsand exhibitionsreflecteda recognitionthat the College neededto provide for
theologicalstudy and clerical training as it had for other emergingspecialisms.

It was not only among students that clerical numberswere declining;fewer fellows were
taking orders. Whereas in 1841,65.2% of first class Honours men entered orders, by 1881-3,
this had diminishedto 18%.A decline, measured by examinationresults, in the academic
quality of ordinands, has been cited as a major element in the loss of clerical position in the
academicworld. At the same time an independentlyemerging conceptionof the functions of
a clergymanmeant clerical ambition might direct itself more frequentlyoutside the University.
Meanwhile,the abolition of fellowshipsrequiring clerical status, together with the reform of
53A. Haig, The Victorianclergy (Croom Helm, 1984), pp.48-52; Brooke,A history the University,
of
ý. 1143.
Caius Archive, GOW03/01/13, Gesta 1885-1893,18/6/11892.
55Caius Archive, GOV/03/01/12, Gesta 1874-1885,19/10/1875.
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celibacy rules and UniversityTests, made fellowships a more attractive option among men
56
had
no clerical vocation.
who

Almost all presentationsmade to Caius advowsonsbefore 1885 were of fellows; all but two of
the College livings at that time being held by former fellows. By 1885, only three clerical
fellows could claim the right of presentation,and all three were College officeholders.Finally,
in 1911,the claim of fellows to receive presentationsto beneficeswas dropped, although
Caians continuedto be the main beneficiariesduring Venn's lifetime.57The picture was, of
course, more complexthan that. Caius, for example, had always had a strong contingentof
lay fellows. It also had fellows, like E.S. Roberts and J.B. Lock, who, even in the 1870s,after
the abolition of clerical fellowships,chose to take Orders on the title of their fellowship.
Neither man exercisedtheir orders for any length of time outside the University;and in other
ways, through lifelong commitmentsto academic research,teaching and administration,they
were model modern dons. Their example highlightsa fundamentalchange over the latter half
of the century. Once clerical obligationswere removed,ordinationwas a matter of the
exercise of personalvocation; religiouscommitmentwas no longer an official factor in
academic progression.The Fellowshipsimultaneouslyaccommodatedthose, like Venn, who
made no secret of their religious difficulties.This was exemplifiedby the election to honorary
fellowships,under the auspices of a clerical Master and Senior Tutor, Ferrers and Roberts,
not only of orthodox churchmenlike Harvey Goodwin, but also of less orthodox men like
George Romanes.Venn later took pride in the fact that he had a hand in electing Seeley to a
professorialfellowship of Caius in 1882.8

56A. Haig, The Victotianclergy, pp.48-52; Brooke,A history of the University,pp.89,143.
57Statutes of Gonvilleand Caius College (Cambridge,1882), Statute 34.
58Society of GenealogistsLibrary, Venn Collection,J. Venn to L.M. Forster, 25/12/1902.The second
UniversityCommissionappointed in 1877 made further provisionfor Universityteaching through the
impositionof a tax on the colleges.There was support too for the research and scholarshipfunctions,
with a new class of professorialfellowships. E.S. Leedham-Green,A concise history of the University
of Cambridge(Cambridge,1996), pp.160-2 C.N.L. Brooke,A history of Gonvilleand Caius College
(Bury St Edmunds, 1985), p.243.
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There were changestoo in the religioustone of the College. The Evangelicaltone of the
1850sand 1860s had been transitory, but missionaryenthusiasmwas part of a wider
developmentof Universityinterest in mission and Empire. Within Caius itself, College pride
in its missionarieswas clearly visible. When a new College building was erected in 1869the
only nineteenthcentury figure to be commemoratedin a set of statues of 'famous Caians'
was Charles Mackenzie.While still a fellow of Caius, Mackenziehad been appointedthe
head of the UniversityMissionto CentralAfrica in 1859 and he died on his way to a meeting
with Livingstonein 1862. It gave a junior fellow of relativelyshort standing status alongside
College icons like John Caius and William Harvey. On the domesticfront, the College
establisheda College Mission and Settlementat Battersea in 1888.Again, this reflected part
of a broadertrend. The Universityhad establisheda settlementat Camberwell;and six other
Colleges already had a missionarypresence in London.59In commonwith similar ventures in
the period, the BatterseaSettlementlinked mission work with philanthropicand educational
ventures, in an attemptto reinforcethe loyalty of existing churchgoersand also reach those
60
did
who
not usually attend worship. What is more interestingin this context is the profile the
Mission had within Caius. The Missionwas not strictly a part of the College as a corporate
body - it was neither founded by a College Order, nor funded from College endowment.
However,it was the idea of College membersand it was given the College's name. It also
had the support, both in terms of time and money, of the majority of the fellowship, past and
present.Three senior fellows, Roberts, Reid and Gallop acted as trustees on a loan to
acquire a site; and the President,Benjamin Drury, donated E500to the Building Fund. On a
more modest level, John Venn was the patron of a fundraisingconcert, and like many other
fellows, visited the Missionto give a talk or lecture. Involvementin the Mission seems to have
become almost an official part of College membership,rather than a voluntary act of religious
or social commitment.This point is underlinedby the delighted report in the College
59H. Walker, East London: sketches of Christian work and workers (London, 1896), p.34; V. H. H.
Green, Religion at Oxford and Cambridge (London, 1964), pp321-2.
60J. Wolffe, God and greater Britain: religion and national life in Britain and Ireland (London, 1994),
p.86-89.
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magazinefor 1903, that every member of the first year had become a subscriberto the
Mission at a time when not every member of the communitywould necessarilyhave been
Anglican or even Christian.61

The College Mission was just one example of the continuedwillingness of the Fellowshipto
use its influencein aid of the cause of religion; and of the continued role religious participation
played in the formation of the College community.As has been noted, the number of clerical
fellows was in decline, but the period from the 1880sto the 1900s marked the highpointof the
seniority of those who remained.With the Rev E.S. Roberts as Senior Tutor and later Master,
the Rev J.B. Lock as Bursar, and long-servingDeans in Wallis and Knight, the College had a
core of men who were willing to take a lead in supporting religion.They were able to draw
upon a broader willingnesswithin the Fellowshipto support the role of religion as a civilising
influence.The Fellows encouragedsupportfor the College Mission in the same frame of mind
as they advocatedmembershipof the Boat Club and the UniversityRifle Volunteers;all in the
name of producingthe kind of disciplineand character which would suit a gentlemanfor a life
in the service of his college, church, country or empire. This model was epitomisedby the
Rev. E.S. Roberts,tutor of the College from 1876 until his election as Master in 1902. He was
a keen supporterof the Boat Club and he joined the UniversityRifle Corps, becomingthe
captain of the College company in 1875, and commandingofficer of the corps from 1889 to
1897.The influenceof these men rested not only upon their religiouswork, but upon the role
they were seen to play as bridge builders betweenthe religious,athletic and scholastic
62
worldS. Through shared activities undergraduateswere brought into contact with fellows
whom they might respect for their military and sporting prowess, providingfellows with an
opportunityto influencestudents on the basis of this shared understanding.Roberts and
other College officers clearly supportedthe idea that the moral characterand discipline of
their studentswere not formed in chapel alone. This echoes the contemporaryeducational
61TheCaian,VolumeXII (1902-3),p.209.
62Obituaryof FredericWallis,TheCaian,VolumeXXXVII(1927-9), 14.
p.
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ideal being put forward in the public schools, where a combinationof the values and rituals of
religion, athleticism,imperialismand militarismwere the basis of a system of social control
63
both
formation
the
of
communityand personalcharacter. In the face of
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64
gentleman.

Roberts,generally,was more concernedwith the practicalitiesof College religion, rather than
in the intricaciesof ecclesiasticalor theological dispute.65Nonetheless,where an impression
is gained of churchmanshipamong the College hierarchyat this time, it is of a high, but not a
party or ritualist, nature. In some cases the indicationsare oblique, showing themselves in
Roberts' choice to travel to Carlisle to be ordained by Harvey Goodwin,and the academic
dynasties,whereby Goodwin influenced H.B. Swete, who in turn influencedthe College's
wartime chaplain,J.M. Creed. Whatever their personalsympathies,the tone projected by
these men does not appear to have been party specific. The emphasisof contemporary
narrativesin the College magazinewas firmly upon gaining the respect and involvementof
students rather than recruitmentto a particular church party.

In this loose synthesisof missionaryand social concern, religious, sporting and military
participation,the strength of the religiouselement varied. There was also a danger that the
religious messagewas diluted; or that the disciplinaryor community-formingelements were
66

picked up with no specificallyreligiousreference. On the other hand, there were those who
argued that the gradual decline of old structuresof religious participation,taken together with
63B. Simon, 'Introduction'to B. Simon and 1. Bradley (eds.), The Victorian public school., studies in the
development of an educational institution (Dublin, 1978), pp. 10-14; J.A. Mangan, Athleticism in the
Victorian and Edwardian public school (Cambridge, 1981), p.9.
64M. Garland, Cambridge before Darwin; the ideal of a liberal education 1800-1860 (Cambridge,
1980). p. 134.
65 The Caian, Special Number
containing a memoir of the Rev. Ernest Stewart Roberts (1912), p. 38.
66N. Vance, The sinews of the spirit, the ideal of Christian manliness in Victorian literature
and
religious thought (Cambridge, 1985), pp. 181.
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the change of approach in the propagationof religion, had fostered the developmentof 'true
67
than
religion' rather
a mechanicalobservance. Anglicanism no longer held a monopoly,but
a place had been found for theological research and teaching alongsideother disciplines;and
a positive effort, through reform of formal observanceand personalexample,was being
made to touch the religiousconsciousnessof the undergraduates.It was howevera
confidencebased on a deeper concern; a greater effort was being made to reach men whom
it was feared were less predisposedto religiousthought and participation.

It was a looser, more inclusiveframework of collegiatereligionwhich accommodatedmen like
Venn. Venn's continuedattendanceof College chapel to the end of his life was unaffected by
the change in undergraduateattendanceor the disruptioncaused by the First World War.
The College's oral tradition places him in the President'sstall of the College chapel, head
bowed to his hands in prayer, peeringthrough his fingers at the rather attractive mother of an
68
undergraduate. Venn showed a continuingwillingnessto become involved in issues relating
to the chapel, such as a committeefor memorialsand decorationsin 1894; or a stained glass
69
However,these were largely bodies which dealt with aspects of
in
1895
window committee
.
College history, on which Venn was acknowledgedas the authority, rather than bodies, like
the Chapel Committee,which dealt directly with matters of religion and worship. He appears
to have retaineda certain sensitivityregarding his status as a resignedcleric and evidently
felt the need to disarm potential criticism,
I shall smooth matters over for those to whom I am (as our late dean, now Theological
Professor[Swete] used to put it) 'an apostate priest', by taking no text. I think that this
70
&a
between
discourse
difference
the
a
sermon.
will make

67J.S. Reid, 'Commemorationof Benefactorssermon' The Caian, Volume XX (1910-11), 42-3.
pp.
68The undergraduatein question, Sir Vincent Wigglesworth(matric. Caius 1919),told the
story to the
College historian, ChristopherBrooke.

69CaiusArchive, GOV/03/01/14, Gesta 1893-1900,15/6/1894,16/5/1895.
70CMS Archive, Venn
papers, C42, J. Venn to J. H. Hunter, 4/12/1894.
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This sensitivitypreventedhim speaking out more strongly on the issue of re-introducinglay
preaching,and was also expressed in the formal College record when he was invited to give
an address rather than a sermon on the occasion of the Commemorationof Benefactors.71

Academic recognition

and networks

In one important aspect reform at University level also smoothed the way to Venn's
resignation of orders. Under the new Statutes of 1881, it became possible for distinguished
graduates of the University who had made an original contribution to the advancement of
science or learning to proceed to the degree of Doctor of Science or Letters. These awards
were another sign of increasing academic specialisation where there was a desire for career
recognition and status. 72Venn, by this stage, convinced that under the existing Articles he
could no longer take clerical duty, was troubled by the details, such as whether he should he
put on a black tie and lie low or continue to use the title of Reverend. He later described his
thinking
I knew it would be real relief to my sister, brother and uncle (I waited till long after my
father's death) to feel that they could just write 'Dr Venn' and have done with it.73
Venn proceeded to the degree of Doctor of Sciences in 1884, the record of the award being
signed by his old friend, Ferrers, as Vice-Chancellor. 74

Venn's scholarlycredentialsfor the degree were clear. Followingthe Logic of chance, he
continuedto publish regularly. Having begun his career in the 1860scontributingto general
publicationsfor intellectualsand men of letters, Fraser's Magazine,by the 1870s and 1880s,
Venn regularly contributedto more specialised,professionaljournals. He was a frequent
contributorto the early volumes of Mind, the specialist psychologicaland philosophicaljournal

71 Caius Archive, GOV/03/01/15, Gesta 1900-1905,13/5/1904; Ernest Stewart
Roberts papers
PPC\ESR, J. Venn to E.S. Roberts, 22/5/1890.
72Leedham-Green,
op. cit, p. 169; Cambridge University Reporter, 6/2/1883 p.365.
73Society
of Genealogists Library, Venn Collection, J. Venn to L. M. Forster, 13/3/1903.
74Cambridge University Reporter, 316/1884, 802.
p.
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Robertson
George
Croom
founded by Alexander Bain in 1876 with his pupil,
as editor. Such
journals were important in promotinga mutual reinforcementof professionalacademic
networks;Venn's name appeared as a contributor,a reviewer and his work was in turn
This
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Robertson
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reveiwedalongside
developmentin periodicalpublishingcan been seen as another indicator of change in the
definition of academic identity and of intellectualfragmentation,denoting a shift from the man
for
to
the
for
other specialist
letters
writing
academic
of
writing a general audience
professionals.'6

Venn was clearly aware of the emergingdifferencesin potential audiencesfor his published
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to reach a general audience.77The establishmentof Nature in 1869 has often been cited as a
landmarkin the self-definitionof the scientific professionbut in its early years it still aimed to
78
journal.
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detailed researchmight be the province of experts, no science should be entirely abandoned
to its devotees but should instead be exposed 'to the free criticism of those whose main

75E.G. Boring, A history of experimental psychology [The Century Psychology Series] 2ndedition (New
York, 1950), p.236; S. Collini, Public moralists: political thought and intellectual life in Britain 1850-1930
ýOxford, 1993), pp. 52-5.
6 R. Jann, 'From amateur to professional: the case of the Oxbridge historians', Journal of Bfitish
Studies, Volu me XXI 1(1983), pp. 122-3.
77University College London, Papers and Correspondence of Sir Francis Galton, Venn 334, J. Venn to
F. Galton, 5/1/1890.
78D.A. Roos, 'The 'aims and intentions' of Nature' in J. Paradis & T. Postlewait (eds. ), Victorian
science and Victorian values: literary perspectives [Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences
Volume 360] (New York, 1981), p. 162.
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79

culture has been of a more general character'. Venn was clearly aware of and participated
in the growth of journals that support a specialisedacademic discoursedistinct from general
circulation, but appears to have retained a sense of duty to bring his findings to a more
general audience outside that academic sphere. In a small way, this contradictsthe view
taken by Collini with regard to Sidgwick'swork; where the professionalisation of the
intellectualelite has been argued to have separated out the academic sphere from that of
80
influence.
more general social

It was in Mind that Venn first tested out the idea that was to become the basis of his next

work, Symboliclogic (1880), on the diagrammaticrepresentationof logical possibilities
through the use of inclusiveand exclusivecircles.81He drew upon ideas that had first
occurred to him when he had read Boole as a curate and had been developedwhen he
lectured on logiC.82Again, it is possibleto see how Venn's work as a lecturer informed his
scholarship;how his logic diagrams may have developed in part as simple visual aids to
illustrateto students difficult algebraic formulations.83

Venn's was not the only work in the field; a considerablenumber of treatises had been written
on new approachesto logic and on diagrammaticrepresentation.Venn's diagramswere
distinct from those of his predecessors,Euler and Hamilton,in that his diagrams utilised
Boole's staged method of determiningthe complete set of potential outcomesof a set of
84
limited
down
to
then
them
a
number of actualities. What gave
propositionsand
reducing

79J. Venn, The logic
of chance: an essay on the foundations and province of the theory of probability,
with especial reference to its logical bearings and its application to moral and social science, and to
statistics, Td edition (London, 1888), p.vii-viii.
8()Collini, Public moralists, p.201-2.
" J. Venn, 'On the forms of logical propositions', Mind, Volume V (1880).
82CMS Archive, CMS/ACC81 F27, Annals, p.97: AW F. Edwards, Cogwheels of the mind. the story
of
Venn diagrams (Baltimore and London, 2004), pp. 2-3.
83M. Gardner, Logic
machines and diagrams, 2ndedition (Chicago, 1982), p.29.
84J. Venn, 'On the diagrammatic
and mechanical representation of propositions and reasonings' The
London, Edinburgh and Dublin Philosophical Magazine and Journal of Science, Volume X (5thseries)
(July 1880), p.8; J. Venn, 'On the forms of logical propositions', Mind, Volume V (1880). pp. 345-6;
Edwards, op. cit., pp. 7-8.
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Venn's work its impact was his applicationof Boole's algebra in a classificatorydiagram for
problem-solvingthat was simple yet capable of general application.This was combinedwith a
careful, critical survey of the history of the use of diagramsand the contributionsof his
, 85

contemporaries,which was describedby one reviewer as a 'remarkablefeature.

As

Edwards,in his history of Venn diagrams, has pointed out, Venn's contribution- and the
justification for his name being given to the diagram-was the combinationof the application
of Boolean algebra to producea diagram that could be generalisedto any number of sets
together with Venn's success in drawing it to the attention of a wider publiC.86

Venn's work on logical diagrams attracted positive reactions from his peers, men like
Alexander Bain, and also from Venn's rival and fellow logician, William Stanley Jevons,
whose own work, on the application of Boole's algebra was concentrated on the production of

logic machines.87Academic challenge came from the direction of Charles Dodgson,whose
own rectangularsymbolicdiagramsappeared in the Game of logic in 1887 and his 1896
Symboliclogic.88Again, the long term impact of Venn's work was assured by its inclusionon
the list of recommendedworks for the Moral SciencesTripos, resulting in a second edition in
1893 and remaininga standard work in formal logic until the twentieth century work of the
later Cambridgephilosophers,Whitehead and Russell.89

One further work of logic followed, with the publicationof Empirical or inductive logic in 1889.
Venn's stated aim was to attempt a systematictreatise on inductive logic that he describedto
Galton as'something between Mill and Jevons in respect of scope and general treatment'.90
He removedthe sections on inductive logic from the third edition of the Logic of chance and
85Reviewby C.J. Monro of SymbolicLogic, in Mind, Volume VI (1881) p.574; M.E. Baron, 'A
note on
the historicaldevelopmentof logic diagrams: Leibniz, Euler and Venn', Mathematicalgazette, Volume
Lill (1969), pp.120-4.
86Edwards,op. cit., pp.11-14.
87Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C45/4, W.S. Jevons to J. Venn, 18/8/1880.
88Edwards,op. cit., pp.19-21.
89C.D. Broad, 'The local historicalback round of contemporaryCambridgephilosophy'in C.A. Mace,
British philosophyin the mid-century,2'ýgedition (London, 1966), p.20.
90UCL, Sir Francis Galton papers,Venn 334, J. Venn to F. Galton, 5/5/1888.
-
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transferredthem to this new work, which looked particularlyat inductive logic in relation to
scientific method, examiningthe physicaland psychologicalpre-conditionsof induction,
91
language,
the
exploring
standardsand units of scientific classificationand examination. The
referenceto inductive logic was Venn's acknowledgementof his continuingdebt to the logical
and scientificthought of J.S. Mill, but the referenceto empirical logic signalled his own
conclusion,departingfrom Mill, that objective certainty could not be achievedfrom human
92
reason. Although consideredless original than previousworks, this book has again been
93
in
Cambridge.
influential
be
to
considered
on subsequentcohorts of students

By the time of its publication,Venn was weary of logic. It was somethingof which he had
made a joke to friend inl 883,
Logic, as you know, is a hobby of mine, but I frankly admit that no healthy mind unless
carefully and artificially warped can take any interest in such a subject. Of downright
palpable nonsense I don't think that it has contributed nearly as much as other
subjects, e. g. Law & Theology; but it has done what it could to redress the balance in
the way of masses of unspeakable dreariness in times past. 94

By 1888, having finished writing Empirical or inductive logic, he donated his considerable
collection of logic books to the UniversityLibrary and talked of finding a change of academic
direction.95

HoweverdisillusionedVenn may have become with his discipline,it continuedto be the field
in which he sought preferment.The Universityreforms of the second Commissionhad
opened up a new potential avenue of advancementfor Venn as the new statutes made
provisionfor the creation of a chair in mental philosophyand logic as soon as funds

91J. Venn, The logic
of chance, p.xviii.
92j. Venn, The principles
of empirical or inductive logic (London, 1889), p.vi.
93Broad, op. cit., p.20.
94CMS Archive, CMS/ACC8I, C42, J. Venn to J. H. Hunter, 4/2/1883.

95LICL,Sir Francis Galton papers,Venn 334, J. Venn to F. Galton, 5/5/1888.
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96
allowed. The prospectwas greeted by Venn in 1883with a mixture of dry humour and

weariness:
be founded,for whichif alive& nottoo decrepitI shall
Logic
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presumablystand.Thisrepresentsthe solepieceof prefermentwhichI can conceive
thatthe presentdispensationof thingson earthhas in storefor me:- &I shallprobably
97
it
it
does
not get when
come.
The prospect of gaining a chair in logic, combinedwith a realistic view of the primacyof
Sidgwick'sclaims were probablycombined in Venn's decision not to stand for election to the
Knightbridgechair when it becamevacant on Birks' death in 1883.98In the event, Venn
served as an elector together with Todhunter, Leslie Stephen, Hort and Seeley, and elected
Sidgwick.Sidgwick'selection was a further milestone in the emergenceof a distinct and
increasinglysecular academic culture, as it finally severed the traditional link betweenthe
Chair and membershipof the Church of England.99

Following a severe illness in the winter of 1886, and long-term concerns over the health of
both his son and his wife, Venn announced his intention of resigning his lectureship in 1887.
In the event he proposed a reduction in Moral Sciences teaching. The justification of the
measure had a professional as well as a personal basis. The creation of separate triposes for
History and Theology had reduced the number of students reading for the Moral Sciences
Tripos; and these students were now distributed between a larger number of inter-collegiate
and University lecturers, which reduced the scale of the requirement for teaching within
Caius. The College agreed the compromise measure and re-appointed Venn as Moral
Sciences lecturer with a requirement to teach in one term only. Venn's proposal was notable
for a number of reasons: the indications it provided of the growth of teaching provision across
the University since his initial appointment and also, the precarious state of the Moral
96Cambridge University Reporter, 1/12/1896 p.26 1.

97CIVISArchive, CMS/ACC81,C42, J. Venn to J.H. Hunter,4/2/1883.
98
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Trinity College Cambridge, Henry Sidgwick papers, Add. mss. c. 95
1900.
99Cambridge University Reporter, 2/10/1883, p.2.

-173-

,

J. Venn to H. Sidgwick. 13 Jua

Sciences in which no more than 2-3 students were expected each year in Caius. In addition,
Venn had taken the time to canvass the support of colleagueson the UniversityBoard of
Studiesfor his proposal,highlightinga sense of discipline-based,professionalcollegialitythat
100
from
distinct
collegiatestructures.
was

A peripatetic existence ensued with Venn sustaining two households, one in Cambridge and
one on the south coast for his wife and son. Despite this and his disenchantment with logic,
Venn does not seem to have given up on gaining academic promotion. In 1889, he sought
Dicey's advice on his prospects of election to the vacant Wykeham Professorship of Logic at
Oxford. 101Although not convinced that Venn stood a strong chance, Dicey strongly favoured
Venn's candidature and approached the electors informally on his behalf. The list of names
appended to Venn's unsuccessful application perhaps indicates why attainment of a chair
remained of importance to Venn, as well as highlighting the continuing importance of his
family connexion and its integration into the academic elite. Bain, Sidgwick, Croom
Robertson, Dicey and Marshall all now held the title of professor; Leslie Stephen and Francis
Galton being the only names on the list from outside the University network. ' 02

One further applicationwas to follow. In 1896, Sidgwick offered E200from his own stipend in
order to establish the Chair in Mental Philosophyand Logic that had been providedfor in
1881.Venn put his name forward.A former pupil and lecturer in Moral Science at Trinity,
James Ward, also submittedhis name. Ward had initially said that he would not stand against
Venn on the understandingthat the chair was likely to become vacant again in five or six
years. He changed his mind and wrote apologeticallyto Venn to explain that if the electors
were looking for a logician,they would surely choose Venn, but he had heard that they might

10()
CaiusArchive,GOV/03/01/13
Gesta1885-1893,
interleavedletterfromJ. Venn16/2/1887;C62J.S.
Reidto J. Venn,3 Nov[1887].

101CIVISArchive, CMS/ACC81 C41, A.V. Dicey to J. Venn, 10/1/1889.
102Ibid, J. Venn to the electors [draft].
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'
03
Ward's
in
specialism. The
prefer a specialist psychologyand metaphysics,which was
Venn's
electors, who included J.B. Mayor and Sidgwick,chose Ward in January 1897.104
disappointmentwas evident in his resignationin March of the office of catechist and talk of
his ceasing to reside in Cambridge.The disappointmentmay initially have been all the more
bitter given he had assumedfrom Ward's letter that it had been Sidgwickwho had
encouragedhis candidature- an assumptionWard, in another apologeticletter, hastenedto
10,5
correct.

The appointmentcan be seen as a signal of a generationalchange allied to the development
106
law.
The reformed Moral
in
history
degrees,
such as
and
of specialisedsingle subject
SciencesTripos attracteda small number of high calibre men, like William Cunningham,W.E.
Johnson, F.W. Maitland,James Ward, Stout and J.N. Keynes,who becamethe first
generationto have graduatedfrom the Moral SciencesTripos and to continue as its teachers.
It is in this developmentof 'home-grown'talent in the Moral SciencesTripos that is possible
to see the grounds for Venn's verdict that as the number of Moral Sciencesteaching staff
increased,they were 'a very homogeneousbody, in constant and friendly intercoursewith
107
each other'. Maitland specialisedin constitutionallaw as part of the newly independentLaw
Tripos. Cunninghamwho was listed first in the Moral SciencesTripos with Maitland in 1872
initially sought to teach philosophyand theology, but failed to get a permanentappointment
and having attended Marshall'slectures in Economicsbecame a lecturer and examiner in
economic history in the new HistoryTripos before becomingthe Professorof Economicsand
Statistics at King's College London.108The relationshipbetweenthe logical and economic
elements of the Tripos were closer; J.N. Keynes, for example, was a Universitylecturer
103Caius Archive, John Venn papers C80/1, J. Ward to J. Venn, 4/1/1897.
104Cambridge Chronicle, 22/11/1897,p.4.
105Caius Archive, GOV/03/01/14, Gesta 1893-1900,16/3/1897; John Venn papers C80/3-4, James
Ward to J. Venn, 6/3/1897 & 13/3/1897; The Ca/an, Volume VII (1897-8), p.8.
'06 Leedham-Green, op. cit., p. 162.
107CIMS Archive, CMSIACC811F27, Annals, pp. 125-6.
108G. M. Knot, 'Cunningham, William 1849-1910)', Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford,
2004) [hftp: //ww. oxforddnb. com/view/article/32669, accessed 17 August 2005].
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between 1884 and 1911, publishing on both logic and economics. 109Here too there was
growing pressure, led by Marshall in opposition to Sidgwick, for the creation of a separate
Economics Tripos. 110Meanwhile, Ward and Stout both specialised in psychology. Ward
contributed a celebrated entry on psychology to the Encyclopaedia Britannica in 1886 and
Stout became the editor of Mind between 1892 and 1922.111The transition to an entirely
specialised discipline-based structure was not yet complete. It continued to be difficult for
men to find remunerative posts in the new subjects, thus W. E. Johnson, for whom Venn had
a particular respect, lectured for a number of years on the mathematical theory of economics
12
the
but
the
philosophy of
mind., These men had respect
and psychology
also published on
for Venn and Sidgwick's generation but there was also a growing centrifugal tension within
the loose consortium of subjects that was the Moral Sciences Tripos which was only partly
checked by the clustering of careers around the limited number of University posts that were
available in newer academic disciplines.

In 1899, having decidedthat they could never feel at home anywhereelse, the Venns
determinedto make their final home in Cambridgeonce Archie was old enough to go up to
Trinity, and by 1901 found a permanenthome at Vicarsbrookon Chaucer Road,
Cambridge.' 13One more move was briefly consideredwhen Ferrers,the Master of Caius,
died and the selectionof a new master took place in 1903. It has hitherto been assumedthat
the Senior Tutor and motive force behind college teaching in Caius, E.S. Roberts,was the
'
14
automaticchoice. From letters Venn wrote to his brother, it is clear that his own seniority
among the fellowship and his track record of College service made him a serious candidate
for the role. Venn weighed up his chances being careful not to show too much desire for the
mastership,
109Broad, op. cit., pp. 15,21.
110R. Skidelsky, John Maynard Keynes, Volume one: hopes betrayed 1883-1920 (London, 1983),
32.
;1
lbid, pp. 34-40.

112lbid, pp. 23-4; LICL, Sir Francis Galton
papers, Venn 334, J. Venn to F. Galton, 8/5/1888.
113CMS Archive, CMS/ACC81 C42, J. Venn

to J. Hunter, 21/1/1896,30/4/1899.
114Brooke, A history of Gonville and Calus College, p.235.
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Five or six years ago the odds are that I should have been elected; as things now are
my wish for the post has fallen far more than my chance. There is much against it -a
detestable house, no garden, a lot of hateful ceremony, &c, &c. 115
College gossip from another fellow of Caius, Clifford Allbutt, was that only one of the twenty
eight members of the governing body decidedly favoured Roberts, but that a number were
looking to the College office that Roberts would relinquish in the event of election. 116Venn
was willing to give up his acquired habit of 'gentle leisure' if there was a decided majority in
his favour, but otherwise asked William Ridgeway to withdraw his name. ' 17Roberts was
elected in February 1903 and Venn, by way of consolation, became President of the College.
Venn was sufficiently engaged in the process by this point to express privately his annoyance
'
18
handled.
in
the
the
at
way which
election was

Venn may not have received the academic preferment he sought but by the late 1880s he
seems to have at least found something of the academic change of direction, through
119
In his application for the Wykeham chair,
biographical
anthropornetrical and
research.
Venn added to the list of his accomplishments in logic, an academic interest in 'the subject of
Psychophysics, having both some knowledge of, & considerable interest in, the requisite
mechanical appliances'and his work on Empirical or inductive logic contained a discussion of
the physical and psychological pre-conditions of induction, standards and units in physical
120
In 1877, Venn, together with James Ward, had proposed
and psychological measurement.
the creation of a University laboratory of psychophysics, i.e. experiments to measure
perceptions and states of consciousness. Ward was interested in the philosophical strand of
psychology and was keen to start a psychological laboratory. The proposal failed in the face
of opposition to what was seen as an approach which took a materialist view of the soul. A
115 ociety of Genealogists Library, Venn Collection, J. Venn to H. Venn, 2/2/1903.
116Ibid, 12/2/1903.
117Ibid, 12/2/1903.
118Ibid, 17/2/1903.

119Venn's biographicalresearchwill be explored in the
next chapter, see p.214.
120CIVISArchive, CMS/ACC81C41, J. Venn to the electors [draft].
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further attempt by Ward failed in 1879; and he finally received a grant for psychological
equipment in 1891, two years before the physiologist,Michael Foster, was able to create a
lectureshipin experimentalpsychologyand physiology.121By this point, Venn had already
collaboratedwith Francis Galton on an anthropometricalstudy of Cambridgestudents.

Venn and Galton had known each other since the mid 1870s, drawn together by a shared
interest in the field of statistical probability. Galton was an admirer of Venn's work and was
one of the signatories on Venn's candidature form for admission to the Fellowship of the
Royal Society in 1883.122Both were contributors to Mind, shared common texts, such as
Quetelet's work on statistics, and had a number of common acquaintances, including Horace
and Frank Darwin in Cambridge and George Croom Robertson and Leslie Stephen in
London. 123For Galton, Venn was not only a fellow researcher but also a research subject; an
example of the intellectual elite whose characteristics Galton was anxious to tabulate and
analyse. Venn supplied a return when Galton asked every fellow of the Royal Society to
complete a questionnaire on noteworthy achievements of near relatives and the inheritance
of disease or disability. The Venn and Stephen families were accordingly entered into
Galton's subsequent work on Noteworthy families. 124

Stimulated by evolutionarythought, Galton was interestedin inherited physical and mental
characteristics,particularlyhereditaryability. His interest in statisticalmethodwas combined
with a belief that the mind was constitutedof separatefaculties physicallylocated in particular
regions of the brain, which could therefore be investigatedby measurementand

121Boring, op. cit., pp.460,489.
122UCL, Sir Francis Galton papers, 190A, J. Venn to F. Galton, 3 Feb 1875; J. Venn, The logic
of
chance, p.xviii; The Royal Society, EC/1883/15, Certificates of election and candidature
[Www.royal. ac. uk, accessed 22/1/2006]
123D.W. Forrest, Francis Galton: the life and work of a Victorian genius (London, 1974).
124UCL, Sir Francis Galton
papers, 133/6, Letters to EH Schuster in connexion w corrections in the
records of families. A copy of Schuster's report on Noteworthy Families: Report of the Francis Galton
Research Fellow in National Eugenics, 1905.
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125

observation. This in turn led to an interest in obtaining exact measurementsof the mind
and body as a statistical basis on which to theorise and an anthropometricallaboratorywas
established in London under the auspices of the British Associationfor the Advancementof
Galton provided equipmentfor the creation of a similar
Science in London in 1884.126
AnthropometricalLaboratoryin Cambridge.Measurementsof student subjects, including
sense testing, size measurements,strength and reflexes,were recorded on cards by a paid
superintendent.By September 1887, over 1000 cards had been indexed.These were
mapped against data on predictedacademic performancecategorisingthe men as high
honours, low honoursand poll men, which was solicited by Venn from college tutors with a
127
between
determining
to
physical and mental capacity. Venn undertook
view
a correlation
the statisticalanalysis of the data which showed that there was no significantcorrelation
between physicalstature or fitness and intellect or examinationperformance.128The analysis
of the first batch of results was presentedto the AnthropologicalInstitute,of which Galton
129
in
Nature.
President,
in
1888
was
and also published

There was a clear line of progression from Venn's interest in the observation of series in his
work on probability to the statistical analysis of a series of measurements of a series of
human characteristics, and there are also clear parallels with his habitual academic method
of careful and methodical classification. The statistical work also fed into Venn's preparation
130
Tripos
in
1891
lectures
for
Moral
Sciences
the
theory
the
on
of statistics.
of a new series of
In the next chapter, it will also be seen how this methodology also informed Venn's approach
125G. Jones, 'Theoreticalfoundationsof eugenics', in R.A. Peel (ed.), Essays in the history of
Eugenics:proceedingsof a conferenceorganisedby the GaftonInstitute (London, 1997), pp.4-9; F.
Galton, English men of science: their nature and nurture, 2ndedition with introductionby. S. Cowan
(London, 1970), p.xi.
126F. Galton, Memoriesof my life (London, 1908), pp.244-9; Boring, op. cit., p.472.
127UCL, Sir Francis Galton papers,Venn 334, J. Venn to F. Galton, 23/9/1887,7/11/1887.
128Ibid, 16/2/1888.
129j. Venn, 'Cambridgeanthropometry, Journal of the AnthropologicalInstitute,Volume XV111
(1888),
pp.140-54; F. Galton, 'Head growth in students at the Universityof Cambridge',Journal of the
AnthropologicalInstitute,Volume XV111
(1888). p.155; F. Galton, 'Head growth in students at the
Universityof Cambridge',Nature: a weekly illustratedjournal of science, Volume xxxviii (3 May 1888),
30UCL, Sir Francis Galton papers,Venn 334, J. Venn to F. Galton, 23/2/1890,21/8/1891.

-179-

to biographical and historical research. Gibbins has drawn attention to this consistent
application of methodical classificatory techniques across the different spheres of Venn's
131
habits
Claphamites.
There are two
linking
it
back
the
to
the
methodical
of
academic activity,
other elements that could equally be drawn out: firstly, the possible linkage of a rigorous
methodology drawing upon detailed analysis of source data with as emerging sense of
academic identity in research and scholarly activity, and secondly, the influence upon Venn's
work of inductive logic, where conclusions were drawn from observation of categorised
series.

The collaborationwith Galton highlightsanother aspect of emerging professionalidentity.
Galton operatedwithin a scientifictradition that did not confine itself to the institutional
structure of a University.The Cambridgeanthropornetriclaboratorywas located in the
University,but was not of the University.Nor did Galton's work, ranging as it did from
geographyand meteorologyto genetics, experimentalpsychologyand statistics, recognise
disciplinaryboundaries.Such a generalistand 'amateur' approachwas eventuallyto be
marginalisedby a University-based'professional'scientific communityin which the
132

boundariesof disciplinaryspecialismwere being drawn.

Galton's collaborationwith Venn,

and with Horace Darwin,which gave him a foothold within a University,was importantto the
research methodology,and also supports Burrow's argumentthat the boundariesof
133
professionalstatus were still porous. The ties of shared texts, interests and societies were
for men like Venn more importantthan boundariesdefined by occupationalprofessionalism.

The link with Galton also highlights another element of Venn's intellectual landscape, a
connection to the men Turner has termed scientific naturalists - those like Clifford, Spencer,
131Gibbins,J.R., 'Venn, John (1834-1923)', Oxford Dictionary of National Biography(Oxford University
Press, 2004; online edition, May 2005 [hftp://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/36639,accessed 17 Aug
2005]).
132G. Jones, 'Spencer and his circle' in G. Jones and R.A. Peel (eds.), Herbert Spencer the
intellectuallegacy (Galton Institute,2004), pp.11112.
133Burrow,J.W., 'Victorian Historiansand the Royal HistoricalSociety', Transactions the Royal
of
Historical Society, 5ýhSeries, Volume 39 (1989), pp.129-130,133.
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Huxley, Leslie Stephen and Galton who looked to secular, rational and scientific ideas as a
sufficient explanationfor and guide to life, as an alternativeto the religious constructsthey
had rejected.134This was not merely advocacy of the scientific method but the expansionof
135
ideal
ideas
the
scientific
replacing
role of religion. In contrast, men
as an alternativecultural
like Sidgwick and Ward, although similarly disillusionedwith the religion of their youth and
committedto the scientific method, refused to accept that all human experienceand
136
Sidgwick distinguished
be
in
terms.
aspiration could explained scientific and rational
between the scientific data and method with which he had no argumentand the theories and
interpretationswhich were built upon the data. He judged the new scientific dogmatismto be
as intellectuallyrestrictiveas religious dogma and sought what he describedas a
137

reconciliationof spiritual needs with intellectualprinciples. Venn appearsto have more in
common with Sidgwick here. He may have been at one with Galton with regard to the
academic applicationof scientific method, but he declared himself unwillingto believe that the
course of the world was a 'random or mechanicalbusiness,but that it is ruled by some Being
138
'infinite".
in
whom we may, some conventionalway, call

It may have been a search for an empirical basis for this recognitionof spiritual need,
together with his interest in psychology,that drew Venn to psychicalresearch. Psychical
phenomenahad been a topic of conversationamong membersof the Grote Club in the
1860s,when following a meeting of the membersat Venn's house, Sidgwicktalked of his
spiritualistexperiencesand Maurice recalled having witnessed a friend being mesmerised.
Sidgwick started to pursue his interest in psychical phenomenamore systematicallyin the
1870s.The Society for PsychicalResearchwas establishedin 1882 and Sidgwick became its
President.Although the Society had links to the spiritualist movement,its identity was also
134F.M. Turner, Between science and religion.
135Jones & Peel (eds. ), op. cit., pp. ix-x; Turner, Between
science and religion, pp. 9-22.
136Broad, op. cit., p.37.
137Turner, Between science and religion, ppI
-4,62-63.
138University of Glasgow, Albert Venn Dicey papers, Ms Gen 508(25) J. Venn to AM. Dicey,
20/11/1919.
-
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shaped by referenceto the free discussionand inquiry of debating clubs, like the Grote Club
139
its
Apostles,
from
it
drew
the
and
a number of members. It was Sidgwick and his
which
friends who led and establishedthe public tone of the Society.Their reputationfor scientific
140
Society
intellectual
the
social and
credibility.
method and rigorousacademic enquiry gave
Unable to compromisehis commitmentto honesty in intellectualinquiry, Sidgwick never
entirely disposed of his doubts over human survival after death, although by 1894 he
141
for
further
bolstered
his
discoveries.
this
the
telepathy
optimism
and
accepted
validity of

In 1887, the Council and Honorary members of the Society included Gladstone, Balfour,
Tennyson, Ruskin, Charles Dodgson, two bishops and nine fellows of the Royal Society, one
143
142
Venn
Venn.
In
1903,
of whom was
was still a member, albeit'a rather sceptical member.
Venn was at least willing to entertain at least the possibility of an afterlife. In a letter to Laura
Forster in 1903, discussing the habit of Evangelical forebears of referring to meeting again in
heaven, he wrote

It seems to me a very rational view. The only condition on which a future life can be
144
is
it
be
that
this.
to
thinking,
considered probable,
should
a continuation of
my
If Venn's engagement with the Society for Psychical Research was tinged with a level of
scepticism, Susanna Venn appears to have been more personally committed. In 1895, she
submitted a case to the Journal of the Society for Psychical Research describing a case of
apparent clairvoyance involving her son, Archie, to which she added a report of an instance
of dream transference between her and her son. Her account of the first event was endorsed
by John Venn with a terse 'This was SO.045

139Turner, Between science and religion, pp. 53-54 ; J. Oppenheim, The other world: spiritualism and
pqychical research in England 1850-1914 (Cambridge, 1985), pp.49,127,136.
140Oppenheim, op. cit., pp. 119-120.
141Turner, Between science and religion, p.59; A. Gauld, The founders of psychical research (London,
1968), p.275.
142Gauld, op. cit., pp. 137-140.
143Society of Genealogists Library, Venn Collection, J. Venn to L. M. Forster, 15/2/1903.
144Ibid. 15/2/1903.
145[S. C. Venn], 'MCI. 92 Visual', Journal of the Society for Psychical Research (June 1895),
pp. 103-4.
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The appeal of psychical research has been characterisedin a number of ways. For some, the
146
life.
To men like Sidgwick,and
for
to
the
need a sense of purpose
need was emotionalperhapsfor Venn too, this was an intellectualquest that was religious in foundation. These
were men who intellectuallywere unable to accept orthodox religious dogma in which they
had been raised, but who were not satisfied by pure scientific materialism.They were still
disposedto be religious and were profoundlyinterestedin religiousquestions,and hoped to
find the evidencethat might justify them in taking an optimisticview in the face of the various
ethical, scientific and doctrinal issuesthat had contributedto their doubts. This went to the
heart of the ethical questionsSidgwick was exploring academically.He was unable to accept
the incentivesto moral behaviourprovided by traditionalformulationssuch as heaven and
hell. He had also rejected Utilitarianethics perceivingthere to be no inherent concord
betweena man's duty to society and his personalhappiness.Attempts to base ethics on a
scientific and evolutionarybasis were also refuted as providingno rational ground for ethical
behaviour.Sidgwick looked insteadfor evidenceof survival after death, of human immortality,
on which to base a system of ethics and committedover a quarter of a century to the search.
For the remainderof his life Sidgwickwas a 'reluctant doubter', torn between his hope that
there could be some reasonablebasis to religion and theology tempered by his rigorous
147
intellectual
honest
to
the
enquiry. Sidgwick experienceda further
commitment
principlesof
crisis in 1887 when he became doubtful of the possibilityof finding empirical evidence of life
after death. He finally found his way through this by making a non-empiricalaffirmationof the
rational nature of the relationshipbetween man and the universe, in accordancewith which it
was rational for man to live his life. On this basis he centred his future academic efforts upon
148

the pursuit of academic philosophyrather than empiricism.

146Turner, Between science and religion, p. 106; Gauld, op. cit., p. 104.
147Oppenheim, op. cit., pp. 111-118; Turner, Between science and religion, pp. 43-44.
148Turner, Between science and religion, pp. 56-63.
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Venn seems to have shared some of Sidgwick'sconcern about the alignment of public and
private morality,
I can't but wonder what will be the outcome of two or three generations such as we
see all around us now ... an average British public absolved from all religious feeling &
without even any second hand tradition behind them does not seem a promising
149
for
high
agent
achievements.

This parallelsthe view previouslyreached by FitzjamesStephen. By 1874, Stephen no longer
found himself able to take part in church services and had lost faith in the logic of Christian
belief but in the absence of an alternative he continuedto hold to the social purpose of
150
The importanceof organised
decline
defence
organised religion as a
against moral
.
religion to social cohesion also appearsto have been a key factor for Venn in his view both
on compulsorychapel and on religion in society generally.

Family networks
Social and academic networksin Cambridgewere reinforced by family ties; the clerical,
Evangelicalfamily life of Venn's upbringingcontrastingwith his own mature family life shaped
by academicactivity and community,with the surviving elements of family-basednetwork
bridgingthe worlds of Claphamand Cambridge.

As well as sharing her husband's interest in psychical research, Susanna Venn was credited
with sharing her husband's academic interest in philosophy and logic, claiming to have taken
unofficially many of the early Moral Science Tripos papers. She also became a published
author, although in deference to the objections of her Evangelical father, all but the last of her
151
Susanna is said to have attributed her inspiration to
novels were published anonymously.

149Society of GenealogistsLibrary,Venn Collection,J. Venn to L.M. Forster, 7 Jan 1907
150J. Colaiaco,James FitzjamesStephenand the crisis of Victorian thought (New York, 1983), 190.
p.
151Obituaryof SusanneCarnegieVenn, The Times, 27/3/1931.
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being possessedby the soul of Susan Ferrier at whose bidding she wrote.' 52However,
accordingto her own autobiographicalnarrative,Susanna drew considerableinspirationfrom
her own experience.For example, in Some married fellows, she was later to provide a
contemporaryview of life in Cambridgewith the advent of married fellows and the first female
students, having her characterscomment upon changing ideals of undergraduateeducation
and the academic search for philosophicalanswers for questionsto supplementreligious
dogma that was no longer sufficient.153

Having rejectedthe Evangelicalismof her upbringing,Susanna Venn's later religious
experiencewas shaped by the twin aspects of increasingundogmatic,mystical belief, and of
physical and mental ill-health.Although she may have rejectedthe religiousviewpoint of her
youth, religiousconcerns remainedof primary importance.SusannaVenn's commonplace
book was largely religious in mystical and religious in content, recording,among other things,
a final messagefrom Leslie Stephen's sister, Caroline Stephen,who had rejected
Evangelicalismin favour of Quakerism:
The broad and beautiful spaces of the unseen shine out against the dark background

154
SCV.
tell
- please
In a letter to her husbandof 1895, Susannawrote of the conflict between:
triumphant strain of inner faith, of mystic realisation,
an
occasionally
absolutely
...
illumination, knowledge of no creed, no church, no sect, even of no people and no
language; but yet always in conflict, gaining, losing strong, being hidden and worsted;
being gloriously victodous then again buried as in the depths of a despair which
155
God
the
thought
as
any
alleviation.
nor man
of
admits neither of
Susanna Venn's descriptions of her religious position are far more emotionally charged than

those of her husband.That is not to say that her religiousdevelopmentdid not encompassa
152Girton College Cambridge,Aelfrida Tillyard Papers, GCPP Tillyard 2/23/4 Memory Pictures Section
4. This was probablySusan EdmonstoneFerrier, novelist (1752-1854).
153S.C. Venn, Some married fellows (London, 1893),Volume 1,pp.41,117.
1*54
Societyof GenealogistsLibrary, Venn collection,S.C. Venn's commonplacebook, 2/4/1909.
155Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C06/l a, S.C. Venn to J. Venn, 26/4/1895.
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level of intellectualenquiry. Drawing upon her acquaintancewith a Cambridgescholar of
Sanskrit,she had acquired and studied a number of translationsof works of Eastern religious
156
philosophy. Nevertheless,SusannaVenn was conscious of the contrast betweenher own
strongly emotionalconnectionwith religion and her husband's more measuredand
intellectualdemeanour.She wrote of her fear of being found wanting by her husbandwhen
measuredagainst the academic!s ultimate standard, truth:
I am afraid of your calm wisdom and utter absolute rectitude. I dread your saying
157
the
truth'.
'She
doesn't
even speak
perhaps
She was also concernedabout her church-goinghusband'sview of her mysticismand lack of
orthodoxy,defending herself thus:
Only I wasn't born so, any more than you were, &I can no more go back than you
158

can.

Susanna perceived that the steps in a journey away from religious certainty could not be
retraced nor could the old certainties, however comforting, be regained and through Eastern
philosophy and psychical research she looked for the comfort of a new certainty. What is
perhaps apparent in Susanna Venn's comments about her fear of her husband's judgement,
is the personal isolation that a journey away from religious orthodoxy could cause, even in a
social group or family where other members were undergoing a similar experience in parallel,
and where, in the absence of ecclesiastical structures and religious dogma, judgement of the
standards of religious truth became personal and subjective.

The other key theme of the commonplace book and of Susanna Venn's later religious
159
From the earliest days of their marriage, his
that
viewpoint was
of sickness and suffering.
wife's ill-health periodically drew Venn away from Cambridge or resulted in separation for the

156Girton College Cambridge,Aelfrida Tillyard Papers, GCPP Tillyard 2/23/4 Memory Pictures Section
4.
157Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C06/l a, S.C. Venn to J. Venn, 26/4/1895.
158Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C07/25, S.C. Venn to J.A. Venn, 28/5/1916.
159Society of GenealogistsLibrary,Venn collection,S.C. Venn's commonplacebook, 2/4/1909.
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160
couple. In the mid 1890s, SusannaVenn was in particularlypoor health following the final
illness of her father, and in 1906 was unable to attend her son's wedding because of
faintness and sickness.161She was intermittentlybedriddenand had difficulty with mobility,
and was frequently reportedto be under the care of a nurse. Aelfrida Tillyard later reported
that one of the causes of Susanna's suffering had been recurrent problemsduring
pregnancies;
She had borne him as many children as Queen Anne, and of these, only one had
162

survived.

At least part of Susanna's difficulties appeared to be psychological in nature, something that
she herself regarded as a hereditary form of melancholia. During one episode in June 1900,
when John Venn was seriously ill with pneumonia, nurses were required to restrain Susanna
from throwing herself from the window of a London hotel. 163

There is evidence that Venn had some understanding of his wife's personal and individual
need for religion. In his Hulsean lectures, Venn had reviewed the case for the impact of
164
Writing of Maitland's biography of Leslie
truth.
suffering upon one's perception of religious
Stephen in 1907, he commented that

I have heard the Life by Maitland quoted as a sort of triumphantvindicationof
agnostic principles. I can't accept this ... A man who enjoys the legs & lungs that can
carry him, till almost old age, to the tops of the highest Alps; & also the money & the

160Trinity College Cambridge, Henry Sidgwick papers Add. mss. c. 100206 H. Sidgwick to F. Myers, Feb
,
1870; Society of Genealogists Library, Venn collection, J. Venn to L. M. Forster, 3/3/1903.
161Society of Genealogists Library, Venn collection, J. Venn to L. M. Forster, 313/1903,30/3/1906,
4/3/1906.
162Girton College Cambridge, Aelfrida Tillyard Papers, GCPP Tillyard 2/23/4 Memory Pictures Section
4.
163Society of Genealogists Library, Venn collection, Henrietta Venn to H. Venn (of Canterbury),
12/6/1900.
1641 Venn, On some
characteristics of belief scientific and religious being the Hulsean lectures for
1869 (London and Cambridge, 1870), p.93.
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leisure to do it almost every year, is not a fair sample of the stock for whom religions
9165

have to be fitted.

It is hard not to conclude that Venn's understanding of the continuing function of religion and
his observation on Stephen was shaped in part by personal awareness of his wife's suffering

as well as academic observation.

SusannaVenn's episode of mental illness in 1900 is of interest as an illustrationof the
continuingconnectionbetweenthe Venns, the Stephensand the Diceys. John Venn's family
were concernedthat Susanna had made a statementthat her husbandwas mentally
unstable. HenriettaVenn alerted her brother Harry to their sister-in-law'shealth crisis. In a
series of letters that went around in a circle from Harry's wife to Caroline Stephen then to
Albert Dicey and finally back to Harry Venn, a family consensuswas sought and reached. It
was decided to solicit a letter from the family doctor affirming John Venn's sanity in the face
166
Susanna
Venn's
'delusions'.
This was intendedas insuranceagainst the contingency
of
that Venn might die and Susanna might contest arrangementsmade in his will for the
guardianshipof their son and also a fulfilment of the duty of a man's friends and family to
protect his reputation.167The surviving cousins had gone their separateways in terms of
religion but the ties of kinship remained a strong bond.

In addition to historical family links, Cambridge and academic connections provided a new
basis for interaction between some of the Clapham descendants. Venn shared a particularly
close and open correspondence with Laura Mary Forster, a descendant of Henry and
Marianne Thornton, and also a friend of the Cambridge Darwins. Caroline Stephen settled in
Cambridge in 1885 and was also in regular contact with the Venns. In 1910, Venn made the
rare effort to venture out socially in order to meet Dicey when he stayed with the Darwins,
165Society of Genealogists Library, Venn
collection, J. Venn to L. M. Forster, 7/1/1907.
166Society of Genealogists Library, Venn
collection, A. V. Dicey to H. Venn, 13/6/1900.
167Society of Genealogists Library, Venn
collection, C. E. Stephen to L. Venn, 7/6/1900; A. V. Dicey to
cousin [probably C. E. Stephen], 6/6/1900; A. V. Dicey to H. Venn, 1316/1900.
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and in 1915 attended a dinner hosted by Caroline Stephen's niece and future principalof
Newnham,KatherineStephen.168The connectionseems to have been less close with the
Stephen men. Leslie Stephen and John Venn had 'drifted apart' in academic and religious
terms over the course of the late nineteenthcentury but in a letter of condolenceto Venn
following the death of HenriettaVenn in 1902, Stephen spoke of the connectionthey retained
through the close friendship of their sisters, and of the 'genuine affection' he felt for a man
169
family
history.
he
with whom shared a cherished

Albert Venn Dicey was the surviving male relation with whom Venn retained the closest
contact. Dicey drew away from the moderate Evangelicalism of his parents into an
undogmatic and vague Christianity. He did not experience the issues of conscience of his
cousins but like them, his conventional religion was challenged by rationalism and he saw
reason as the ultimate criterion of religious belief. Dicey retained the spirit if not the dogma of
his childhood religion and never lost interest in religion as part of human experience and in
the historical evidence for Christianity. The Evangelical fervour of previous generations
manifested itself in his commitment to useful work, political activity becoming his secular
170
vocation . Again, shared family history and joint worship of the Clapharn myth formed a
substantial part of Venn and Dicey's bond, but this was reinforced by common, current
interests in theological questions, free trade and Liberal Unionism. Dicey would travel to
Cambridge for dinners of the Ad Eundem club, an informal group of Oxford and Cambridge
educated men interested in'advanced opinion'started by Henry and William Sidgwick in
1865. Dicey was one of the original members and although it is not clear whether Venn was a

168Caius Archive, John Venn papers C06/03, S. C. Venn to J. Venn, 1/5/1901; C07/05, S.C. Venn to
J. A. Venn, 16/10/1915.
169Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C12/04, L. Stephen to J. Venn, 2/9/1902.
170R.A. Cosgrove, The rule of law., Albert Venn Dicey, Victorian jurist (University of North Caroline
Press, 1980), pp. 6-9.
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later member, he was certainly aware of the group and had contact with many of its members
"'
individual
basis.
on an

It is in Venn's correspondencewith Dicey that one gets a picture of Venn's politicalviews. In
commonwith Seeley, Ferrers, Sidgwick, Dicey, James Ward and J.F. Stephen and many
172
He opposed Home Rule and, despite his
Unionist.
Venn
Liberal
liberals,
educated
was a
supportfor the educationof women, was also an opponent of female suffrage; on one
occasion referringto the strengththat would be required 'to stamp the life out of such growths
173
in
Stephen
Dicey
these.
prominent
setting out publicly the
particularly
were
as
and
constitutionalthreat posed by Home Rule, and Seeley, Ferrers and Sidgwick took a public
Venn may have shared their views but
stand at a Unionist meeting in Cambridgein 1886.174
he did not take a public position on the subject, preferringto confine his argumentsto after
dinner discussionin the CombinationRoom and correspondencewith Dicey.175Dicey
176
Venn declined, lacking Dicey's
Free
Trade.
Venn
to
pressed
co-authoran article against
177
for
appetite controversy. The focus of this study is upon Venn's religious and academic
identities rather than upon his political affiliation but what Venn's connectionsin this regard
serve to illustrate is the continuingvitality of elements of the post-Claphamiteconnexion
based upon current shared academic and political interests as well as historicaland religious
tradition. It is also an additional sidelight upon academic identity, where shared intellectual
interests and connectionswere reinforced by social and political interaction.

171Trinity College Cambridge, Henry Sidgwick papers, Add. mss. b.71 52(14),
H. Jackson to E. Sidgwick,
1013/1904; University of Glasgow, Albert Venn Dicey papers, Ms Gen 508(18), J. Venn to AM. Dicey,
18/10/1885.
172Smith, K.J. M., James Fit4fames Stephen: portrait of a Victorian rationalist (Cambridge, 1988),
152; Cambridge Chronicle, 30/6/1886, p.2.
'73University of Glasgow, Albert Venn Dicey papers, Ms Gen 508(21), J. Venn to AM. Dicey,
10/3/1912.
174Smith, op. cit. 153.
p.
175University of Glasgow, Albert Venn Dicey papers, Ms Gen 508(22), J. Venn to AM. Dicey, 3/5/1914.
176University of Glasgow, Albert Venn Dicey
papers, Ms Gen 508(24), J. Venn to AN. Dicey,
28/2/1917.
177Caius Archive, John Venn papers C07/21, S.C. Venn to J.A. Venn, 28/3/1916.
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Conclusions
Vennfinallyfoundhimselfable
Froma positionof personaland professionalindependence,
to set asidehis clericalidentityin the 1880s,but alwaysretaineda formof Christianbelief.He
also recognisedthe socialimportanceof organisedreligion;continuingto attendchapeland
churchservicesand helpingto definea historicallybasedcivicritual.As a memberof the
Societyfor PsychicalResearch,he continuedto lookfor empiricalevidenceon whichto base
for
the clericalwayof life,
deal
He
good
of
affection
a
a newreligiouscertainty. alsoretained
althoughhe foundthattheologicallyhe couldno longerhonestlysubscribeto the Articles,
Creedsor liturgy.

Venn's religiousand vocationaltransition took place against a shifting institutionalcontext.
This transition was exemplified by changes in religious structures and tone within Caius.
The best tribute that we can offer to our second founder is to maintain as a College
the happy alliance of religion, learning and science, which if I mistake not, is the chief
178

glory of his life

So preached Henry Swete in 1910-11,four hundred years after the birth of John Caius.
During the period 1853-1923that'happy alliance', as John Caius might have recognisedit,
with compulsorychapel, Universitytests, and celibate, clerical fellows with pensionfunds in
the form of advowsons,had largely disappeared.In its place was a less specific commitment,
to the College as a 'place of education,religion, learning and research'.179The College still
admitted responsibilityfor religiousand moral discipline, and supported a more personalised
approachto committedreligion, and a specialised,professionalapproachto theological
learning.The example of corporate religion at Caius supports the observationsof Garland
and Rothblatt,that while a uniform religiousview supported by tests and compulsorychapel
declined,the College continued its commitmentto the moral if not the specificallyAnglican

178H. B. Swete, Sermon at the quatercentenary of the birth of John Caius', The Caian, Volume XX,
1910-11), p. 135.

79Statutes of Gonvilleand Caius College in the Universityof Cambridge(Cambridge,1882).
-191-

guidance of the individual,at least until the end of the mastershipof RobertS.180The changes
in the pillars of religion were part of a broader change in the relationshipbetweenthe Church
and the University, the Church and the individual,and a re-definitionof what it meant to be a
clergymanor a don.

Caius usefully provides a well-documented
development

picture of two very different stages in the

of the tone of Victorian religion, and two very different models of how it was

believed a Christian community

could be created. Under Clayton, the Evangelical

party had a

clear idea of its own theology and its own party identity. It was confident in its own exclusivity;
and clear about the division between the religious and the secular. By the turn of the century,
the emphasis was upon Christian-based
able to rely upon compulsion
to form a connection

181
dogmatic
Christianity.
than
Less
rather
morality

and uniformity,

Roberts and his contemporaries

worked harder

with their students; to include them in the rituals of the College, whether

religious or sporting, as a means of facilitating the assimilation,
values of that community

This inclusivity

through participation,

of the

meant that the division between the religious and the

secular were blurred; religion was but one element in a wider process of training and
educating a gentleman.
teaching and researching

Importantly

for Venn, as long as men did their academic duty of

and their college duty in attending chapel, matters of conscience

were not brought to the fore. 182

At a domesticlevel, family ties that had been reinforced in the previousgenerationsby
shared religiousties were on one side loosened by the divergence in religious paths among
Claphamitedescendants,but endured on the basis of shared reverencefor the religion of
family saints, and, in selected cases, retained a currency based upon continuingsocial
interactionin Cambridgeand shared politicaland academic interests. One further enduring

18c)
Rothblatt, op. cit., pp. 240-1; Garland, op. cit., pp. 133-4.
181Rothblaft,
op. cit., p.244.

182Brooke,A history Gonville
of
and Caius College, pp.231-2.
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aspect of Venn's religious identity, his engagementwith the historical religious identity of his
family, will be explored in the next chapter.

In dissecting Venn's academic identity, it is necessary to think in terms of multiple elements of
academic identity and professionalisation. What Venn's career illustrates is how teaching and
research identities could work symbiotically. In the prefaces of each of his works on logic,
Venn indicated that he was drawing upon ideas that had been developed in the lecture
183
room. One can see how the critical surveys of existing literature, that form a notable part of
Venn's published works, may have been built up with a pedagogic purpose; and how his logic
diagrams may have developed in part as simple devices to illustrate to students difficult to
184
form
grasp verbal or algebraic
ulations. That is not to say that Venn was merely a writer of
textbooks and a teacher - which may be just as well, as one student was to describe some of
his lectures as 'useless'. ' 85He made an original contribution to the scholarship of his field reviewing and being reviewed in the learned journals of his time. Venn's first book, the Logic
of chance, has been described as the most influential British treatment of the frequentist
theory of probabil ity. 186Symbolic logic, his work on the diagrammatic representation of logical
possibilities, gave him a lasting reputation for the Venn diagrams that bear his name.

As has been suggested with regard to the emergence of history as a discipline, the idea of
professional isation can cover a range of meaning, blurring important continuities and
distinctions 187As someone educated in the pre-Reform era of the University, Venn supported
.
188
benefited
for
University
from
He
and
careers.
reforms which opened up new opportunities
chose to remain in Cambridge active in research, teaching, examining, publishing and
183 j.
184

Venn, Logic of chance, p.xiv.
Gardner,op. cit., p.29.
185Diary of J.N. Keynes, 13 June 1874 quoted in Skidelsky,op. cit., 11.
p.
186A. Baccini, 'High pressure and black clouds: Keynes and the frequentisttheory
of probability,
CambridgeJournal of Economics,Volume 28 (2004)
lhftp://cje.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/contenVfull/28/5/653,
accessed 18 November2005].
87Burrow, op. cit., 129.
p.
88Ibid, p. 137.
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seeking prefermentvia academic routes. Venn became engaged in teaching and scholarship
not merely as an interlude before a career, but as an independentand permanentcareer in
itself with a professionalstatus befitting a gentleman.189However,in contrast with the
generationof academicsthat followed him, Venn never fully specialised in a disciplinary
sense. His work ranged across theological,philosophical,logical, statistical and historical
enquiry, and his interest in communicationwith general as well as specialist audiencescan
be seen as part of this.190His approach also perhaps showed the stamp of mid-nineteenth
century optimismfor the comparativescientific method applicableacross disciplines.Venn
the academicwas not only a teacher and a scholar, but also a Universityreformer, a
gentleman and a College man.

189Engel,
op. cit. pp. 3-8; Brooke, A history of the University, p.89; Burrow, op. cit., p. 137; Soffer, 'The
development of disciplines', p.936.
'90 Jann: p. 122-6
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7. 'a tie of qratitude to the past' - Bio-qraphe

In the 1880s, the same period in which he resigned orders and achieved national recognition
of his academic achievements, Venn showed an increasing interest in the history of his
family, College and University.

The nineteenth and twentieth centuries have been referred to as the 'golden age of
biographical writing' as a reflection of the apparent Victorian fascination with the genre, and
the quantity of works that were produced. ' This view has been challenged by Kendall, who
argued that the strength of the values of decorum and respectability strangled the
development of published biographies, leaving them as'varnished exemplums', and directing
Victorian biographical energies towards 'industrious busy-work, of varying worth, to the
2
information,
large
to
the
classifying of
scale accumulation of materials'. Whatever the value
of the writing produced, it is still necessary to explain its genesis. On a broad level, Levine
has viewed biographical and autobiographical writing as an intellectual mechanism though
which time could be measured and evaluated; a by-product of a society that had developed a
belief in progress, and which therefore fostered a teleological view of the paSt.3 While on a
more individual level, for Pascal, such writing could be the means through which a life was
shaped, filtered and understood; and the experience of the individual placed into the context
4
broader
the
historical
of
procesS. The very act of writing has been argued to evidence the
assumption that a life could have a meaning which was worth communicating, and more
generally, a preoccupation with posterity, which expressed itself in the urge to preserve and
5
heritage.
Linked to this is the identification of certain values that 'Lives' typically
pass on a
expressed, whether the provision, through of heroes and inspiration to the reader; or the
1A. O.J. Cockshuft, Truth to life: the
art of biography in the nineteenth century (London, 1974), p. 11.
2 P. M. Kendall, The art of biography (London, 1965), p. 109.
3 P. Levine, The amateur and the professional. antiquarians, historians and archaeologists in Victorian
England 1838-1886 (Cambridge, 1986), pp. 3-4.
4 R. Pascal, Design and truth in autobiography (Cambridge Mass., 1960), pp. 51-9.
5 Cockshuft, op. cit., p.21; Levine, op. cit., pp. 3A.
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6

communication of a sense of national duty and pride in past achievements. The action of
writing could in turn reinforce a sense of identity on a number of levels, from the nation to the
family. MacFarlane has illustrated the emergence of a'powerful myth'of community in a
nineteenth century society, which as a result of industrial isation, had a sense of society
7
IoSt.
being
ties
changing and of old

In his thesis on the developmentof the Venn family, William Stockton argued that the key to
understandingthe Venns' identity was the emphasisthey laid upon the importanceof
continuity.Thus Stockton's explanationof John Venn's historicallabours is placed in the
context of this family tradition. By resigningorders and moving away from Evangelicalism,
Venn broke two strands of continuity,and tried to reinforcethe remainingstrands of academic
8
family
idea.
Venn
the
historical
through
storytellingwhich sustained
connectionand
sense
has been seen to have perpetuateda family tradition of biography,and in his writing may be
seen some of the characteristicswhich have been identified as characteristicof 'domestic
biography. ChristopherTolley has used the term 'domestic biography'to describe 'the writing
of lives and memoirs by authors whose connectionwith the subject is first and foremost a
family one.'9 Domestic biographysustained a corporateethos over several generations,
despite departuresfrom the original Evangelicaloutlook; the literary forms surviving the
10
Underlyingtheir productionwas an
beliefs
them.
had
particular
originallygenerated
which
understandingof certain values and conventions,such as a sense of family duty in producing
such materialsfor the instructionof future generations,the importanceof a corporate sense
of family, pride in the family's achievements,the importanceof a close relationshipto one's
subject, and the importanceof the documentarymethodto the creation of a living portrait.
6W.E. Houghton, The Victorianframe of mind 1830-1870(Yale, 1957), pp.316-323; Cockshutt,op.
cit., p.16; Levine, op. cit., p.4.
7A. Macfarlane,Reconstructinghistorical communities(Cambridge,1977), pp.1
-3.
8WX Stockton, 'The Venn family since the mid-eighteenthcentury' (BrandeisUniversityPhl), 1980),
F.553.
C. Tolley, Domestic Biography,the legacy of evangelicalismin four nineteenth century families
IOxford HistoricalMonographs](Oxford, 1997), p.l.
0 lbid, p.2.
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However,Tolley acknowledgesthat Venn wrote as a 'professionalantiquarian'as well as a
'domestic historian'." In so doing he hints at the broader influencesthat were pertinentto
Venn's historical researches.As will be shown, Venn was not solely the product of his
Evangelicalupbringing.His intellectualhorizonswere greatly broadenedby the contacts he
made on coming to Cambridge;and their intellectualinfluencewas no less importantin
shaping his views. Neverthelessthere are parallelsto be drawn betweenthe values and
approachesTolley has associatedwith domestic biographyand those that Venn illustrated in
his work on family, and perhaps less obviously,college history.

The aim here will be to deconstructVenn's authorial identities by locating him within the real
communitiesand networkswhich both facilitatedthe productionof his works and formed the
audiencefor them; to place him in the context of the intellectualinfluences,or virtual
communities,which shaped his historicalview, and also, to examine the values his works
communicatedand the virtual communitiesthey reinforced.Four communities- antiquarian
networks,family, academic communitiesand collegiate identity - will be examined in this way.
In the course of producing his historicalworks, Venn drew heavily upon the broader,
contemporarytrend for antiquarianactivity, operating as part of a network of gentleman
amateurs, brought together by shared historicalenthusiasm.Venn was the product of a
family, inheriting a tradition of genealogicalinterests,where historical and familial identity
were closely entwined with religious identity. His contributionsto this tradition provide an
opportunityto examine the developmentof religiousliterary forms and their role in the
formation of familial identity. However,Venn's mature outlook was formed in the philosophical
and scientific debates of the 1860s.The influence of his reading of Mill, Comte and Buckle,
and his associationwith men like Galton, needs to be examined in relation to his historical
work as well as that in logic and statistics.As well as further illuminatingVenn's

11lbid, p. 101.
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understandingof the historical processand his motivationsin undertakinghistorical research,
this combinationof the roles of modern don and gentleman antiquarianopens up additional
broader questions on the developmentof professionalidentity and community in academia.
Finally,Venn was writing for identifiableaudiences:primarily,people with whom he at some
point shared a tie of blood, religiousor historicalinterest, or collegiate/universitymembership.
The aim is not only to locate Venn within a matrix of influencesand communitiesthrough
which his own narrativesand self-identitywere formed, but also to examine the symbiotic
processthough which Venn's works became not only an expressionof communityor identity,
but also a reinforcementof it, whether through the developmentof the networks he used to
produce his works, or by giving a historicaldimensionto what it meant to be a Venn, a Caian,
and a professionalacademic.

Antiquarian

networks

Venn's publications in the area of College and University history took a variety of forms. He
edited texts, starting with an edition of the first Caius matriculation book published in 1887.12It
was also in 1887 that Venn persuaded George Forrest Browne to approach the Cambridge
Antiquarian Society with the idea of publishing transcripts of Cambridge parish registers. The
scheme was adopted and Venn edited the St. Michael's register for publication by the Society
in 1891.13The association with the Antiquarian Society continued into the twentieth century,
14
University
books;
Venn
Dr
Caius.
the
the
grace
and
when
also edited one of
annals of
Venn's narrative works included the Caius contribution to the Robinson series of college
histories in 1901 and he also became a major contributor of articles to the newly created

12 J. Venn & S.C. Venn (eds.), Admissionsto Gonvilleand Caius College in the Universityof
CambridgeMarch 1559-60to Jan 1878-9(London and Cambridge, 1887).
13j. Venn (ed.), The register of baptisms,marriagesand burials in St. Michael'sparish, Cambridge
(1538-1837)[CambridgeAntiquarian Society] (Cambridge,1891).
,4J.Venn (ed.), Grace Book A: containingthe records of the Universityof Cambridgefor the years
1542-1589(Cambridge,1910); (ed.), The annals of Gonvilleand Caius Collegeby John Caius
[CambridgeAntiquarian Society Octavo Series XQ (Cambridge,1904).
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College magazine, The Caian.15However,Venn was chiefly known for his biographical
dictionaries- the Biographicalhistory of Caius, and Alumni Cantabrigienses.Indeed, his other
in
to
For
the
larger
these
by-products
be
preface
example,
works.
of
can
seen
as
publications
the Caius' admissionslist, Venn intimatedthat he regarded it as the first stage in the
developmentof what he termed a'much ampler scheme'for a 'sort of College Biographical
dictionary',which would serve as a referencework regardingthe subsequentcareers of all
former students.16

From the 1880sto 1897, Venn fitted in his researchfor the Biographicalhistory around
teaching and family commitments.Non-lecturingdays in Cambridgewere spent either in the
College Treasury and Library, or in the UniversityLibrary and Registry.Vacationswere spent
in visits to the Public Record Office, the British Museum and Lambeth Palace; as well as
pilgrimagesaround diocesan registries,which he describedwith dry humour in letters to an
antiquarianfriend, Henry Hunter,
Lincoln is, as episcopal registriesgo, quite at the top. The secretarygives me the key
&I sit up amongstthe records in Bp Ainwick's tower with the doves cooing about me
& the records mouldering on the floor. 17

The resultingtwo volumes of the Biographicalhistory, completewith introductionand index
known
be
to
thousand
to
student
record
of
every
containing
a
pages,
amounted over one
admitted to Gonville Hall or Caius College between 1348 and the time of publication,together
in
their subsequent
the
degree(s),
their
of
major
events
and
a
summary
a
record
of
with
18
careers. The publicationrepresentedover a decade of research; a mastery of gained
College and Universitysources before casting the net wider to navigatethrough a sea of
biographicalreferenceworks, diocesan and public records and manuscriptcollections.The
1*5
J. Venn,Caiuscollege[Universityof CambridgeCollegeHistories](London,1901);TheCaian,
1891-.
16J. Venn& S.C. Venn(eds.), Admissionsto Gonvilleand CaiusCollegein the Universityof
CambridgeMarch1559-60to Jan 1878-9(LondonandCambridge,1887),p. xxiv.
17CMS Archive, CMS/ACC81C42, J. Venn to H.J. Hunter, 15/6/1893.
'a J. Venn, Biographicalhistory of Gonvilleand Calus College 1349-1897,Volume 11349-1713
(Cambridge,1897);Volume 111713-1897(Cambridge,1898).
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mass of data so accumulatedwas then regimentedinto the neat, structuredformula
characteristicof Venn's work.

Venn's next major undertaking,Alumni Cantabrigienses,was nominallythe project of Venn's
from
Senate
Council
the
to
1907,
When,
in
the
the
Archie.
a
request
of
agreed
son,
Registrary,John Willis Clark, to ask the University Press to undertakethe publicationof a
volume of Matriculationsand degrees,Archie Venn was named as the candidateto
Press
irregular
to
it
he
later,
the
of
a
submeetings
reported
was
who
work; and
undertake
syndicateon the progress being made. However,it is not unreasonableto suggest that
Archie Venn got the job on the basis of his father's reputation.In 1906, Archie Venn was
William
father-in-law,
Ridgeway,were
father
his
to
prospective
and
and
planning get married,
Willis
Clark
for
him.
Posts
John
to
find
to
as
an
assistant
suitable
employment
casting around
and in the engineeringdepartmentwere both mooted. It is not impossiblethat the proposal
from Clark to the Council of the Senate in 1907 resulted from contact with John Venn someonewhom Clark may have been disposedto regard favourablyas Venn had recently
furnished him with a list of Caius alumni as potentialcontactsfor his Library appeal. There is
also a suggestionthat an anonymouslydonated honorarium,from which Archie's work on
Matficulationsand degreeswas paid, may in fact have been a gift from John Venn himself.19
Although the agreementwith Press was made with Archie, John Venn was active throughout
the project.While his son was masteringthe records of admissionand graduation,John Venn
was at work on Universityrecords of governance.Venn admitted in 1913 to having spent the
bulk of his time over the past five years on the productionof Matriculationand degrees, a
20

contributionwhich was recognisedin a vote of thanks from the Council of the Senate.

Notably,the Alumni took on the main characteristicsof his Biographicalhistory format. Venn
also took the main burden of the work during Archie's war service and also after the 19'World

19Universityof CambridgeArchive, UniversityPress Archive, PR.A.V.66/1, Venn, Matriculations&
Degrees,3/5/1907; PR.A.V.65 J. Venn to Waller, 20/10/1913.
20Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C43, M.R. James to J. Venn, 20/10/1913.
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War, when Archie took work in London 21The Alumni was an immense undertaking. Part I
.
had
Venn
the
that,
80,000
start,
no
one
quite realised
at
wrote
names.
alone contained nearly
the magnitude of the task; he estimated that he alone had worked for over 12,000 hours on
its production. 22

Venn's endeavours fit into a larger picture of increasing antiquarian activity in the nineteenth
century. This has been linked variously to the need to deal with the impact of industrial
leisure
had
the
in
increase
the
the
of
gentlemen
who
number
and
and
urbanisation;
change
by
interest
in
the
interests;
to
their
evolutionists
suggestion
an
alongside
pursue
and money
23
interest
fostered
Personal
have
broader
family
that
was
significance.
a
might
pedigrees
24
local
through
antiquarian societies and publicationS. In Cambridge, there also was a
willingness among senior figures to support the publication of historical records. The
University published lists of graduates, the Historical register, and the Index to Tripos lists;
and in addition to supporting the production of Alumni Cantabrigienses, the University Press
took over from the Antiquarian Society the responsibility for the publication of the final two
volumes of the grace books. In 1893, J. E. B. Mayor, editor of the admissions list of St. John's,
issued a challenge to other colleges to follow SUit.25Nor was the idea of the publication of a
list of Cambridge alumni a new one. There was a suggestion that Joseph Foster, editor of
Alumni Oxonienses, might have performed some preliminary work towards a companion
volume for Cambridge and in 1900, C. M. Neale issued the first volume of a list of the careers
"
honours
of
men.

21Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C05/02,J. Venn to H.T. Francis, 10/9/1918.
22Universityof CambridgeArchive, UniversityPress Archive, PR AV 65 (5), J. Venn to Waller,
3/1/1921.
23A.R. Wagner, English genealogy,2ndedition (Oxford, 1972), pp.1-5; J. Morrell & A. Thackray,
Gentlemenof science: early years of the Bfitish Associationfor the Advancementof Science (Oxford,
1981), P.19.
24j. Morrell & A. Thackray, op. cit., p.19.
25T.E. Walker, Admissions to Peterhouseor St. Peter's College in the Universityof Cambridge
jCambridge, 1912), p.vii.
6 C.M. Neale, An honours register of the Universityof Cambridgefrom the year 1246,Part I (London,
1900).
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Venn's research benefitedfrom the achievementsof the Records Movementof the early part
of the 19thcentury, which had resulted in the publicationof, and provisionof access to, key
27
series of records. His task was also made easier by what might be called meta-research.
Venn made use of the work already done by others, from the collectionsof manuscript
material broughttogether by generationsof antiquarians,like Cole, Baker and Foster, to the
indexes and editions being publishedby historicallyminded clubs and groups, like the Society
of Antiquaries,and the emerging genre of professionaldirectories,like Crockford's.Metaresearch not only rested upon a network of documentsbut also a network of people.
SympatheticCambridgecolleagues,other antiquariansand fellow Caians were all enlisted to
help. Productionof Alumni Cantabrigiensesrelied upon a far-flung network of contributors,
card-sorters,secretariesand proofreaders,from Mr J. Gardner Bartlett of Boston
Massachussetts,who supplied the biographiesof more than one hundred Cambridge
students who emigratedto New England before 1650;to'the Reverendboy Frank' a needy,
newly married curate, who wrote in 1915 to say that'he should be to make a trifle if any work
could be found for him' and who was promptlysent off to the British Museum Reading Room
28
box
to
with a
of cards check.

Venn relied upon informal networks based around a common area of study; where men who
knew each other personallyor through correspondence,consultedeach other, exchanged
informationand collaboratedon common projects29For example,Venn was in regular
.
contact with Frank Johnson of Great Yarmouth,who from his vantage point at the Norwich
registry was able to provide informationon wills. When the researchwas completed,Johnson
was called into service again as a proofreader;as was Walter Rye, another antiquarian,
whose own research made him an useful authority on readings of Norfolk names and
30

placenames. Prior to publicationof Alumni Cantabrigienses,typed copy was distributed
27Wagner, op. cit., pp.383-4.
28Caius Archive, J. Venn papers, C02, J. Venn to J.A. Venn, 21/10/1915,29/l/1916.
29Levine, op. cit., pp.19-20,36-7.
30Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C88/1, W. Rye to J. Venn, 8/6/1896.
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around a circuit of antiquarianfriends for correctionsand additions, before being sent to the
Press, as Venn reported:
I have now received back all 4D vols from the home correspondents& two of them
from the Eastern circuit. Nothing has yet come from the Western circuit, i.e. the one
which ends with Beavan. I wonder if he has got them all four in his study, & is
31
his
blunders.
the
to
the
part of
chuckling over
omission on
predecessors spot
While some of these contactswere the product of long term acquaintance,others were
casual. Men contactingCaius in search of informationfor their own pedigrees,registersand
family histories would receive a helpful responsefrom Venn, who in return would request
copies of their informationabout Caians; or if the correspondentwas suitably geographically
32

placed, would ask for their assistancewith a source local to them. When the combined
forces of archives, referenceshelves and antiquariannetworks had been exhausted,Venn
had one more constituencyto call upon for aid - Caians themselves. He asked them to work
through local records and biographicaldictionariesto fill gaps in College information.33He
likened such service to that of the benefactorswho had endowedthe buildingsand
fellowshipsof the College.

This networkedapproachto compilationwas both the strength and the weakness of Venn's
biographicaldictionaries.Meta-researchenabled Venn to cover more ground than others who
attemptedthe same task. However,there was an issue of quality control. Venn was the first
to admit that his work was not perfect,and in the preface to Early collegiatelife, he related
the College biographer'snightmare,where 9,000 of the men whose lives he had written,
34

appearedto him in a dream, and pursuedhim for having made mistakes in their biography.

One surviving letter was annotated by Venn, 'Killed inadvertentlyby me', althoughthe corpse
in question was understanding,
31Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C02/31, J. Venn to J. A. Venn, 14/6/1921.
32For example, Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C61/1, H.A. Phillips to J. Venn, 29/9/1904.
33j. Venn, 'A chapter in College history', 'An Elizabethan episode in English History', The Calan,
VolUme 1(1891), pp. 36-7.
341. Venn, 'A college biographers nightmare', Early Collegiate Life (Cambridge, 1913), pp. 1
-4.
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It seems to me if there is any apology it is due from me for having, though unwittingly,
falsified any official history.35
Of his contributors,Frank Johnson felt obliged to apologiseto Venn for errors he had failed to
spot in the Biographicalhistory, and inaccuracieswere also spotted in the work of the Norfolk
36
Walter
Rye.
The Biographicalhistory, and Alumni Cantabrigiensesrested not
antiquarian,
only upon Venn's attention to detail, his hard work, his omissionsand mistakes; but also upon
the strengthsand weaknessesof the web of people, indexes,transcriptsand pedigrees upon
which he drew.

The importanceof networksto the academicactivities of nineteenthcentury gentlemen has
been extensivelydescribed;a socially homogeneous,highly motivatedand largely self taught
intelligentsia,brought together by shared enthusiasmsand activities through learned
societies and publications,and through their collectivework and more informal social ties,
forming 'invisible colleges' or networks37Venn can be seen as the very epitome of the type .
a Cambridgegraduate of Anglican background,for whom historical pursuitswere an
enthusiasmrather than a profession;the incomefrom his fellowship,teaching and examining
38
him
his
the
to
researches. Venn came into contact with like-minded
giving
means pursue
men through his involvementin societies. He joined the CambridgeAntiquarianSociety in
1886 and his status within the general antiquariancommunitywas cemented in 1892 when
he was elected as a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries.39Such societies provideda basis for
the cultivation of more informal networks based around a common area of study; where men
who knew each other personallyor through correspondence,consulted each other,
exchangedinformationand collaboratedon common projects.40Thus, Venn could call upon
the Registraryand architecturalhistorian,John Willis Clark, with whom he served as co-editor
35Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C87/9,W.H.S. Neill to J. Venn, 9/5/1911.
36Caius Archive, John Venn papers, F. Johnson to J. Venn, 11/8/1893.
37Morrell & Thackray, op. cit.; Levine, op. cit.; S. Collini, Public moralists:political thought and
intellectuallife in Britain 1850-1930(Oxford, 1993).
W Levine, op. cit. (Cambridge,1986), p.9.
39M.W. Thompson, The CambridgeAntiquarian Society 1840-1990(Cambridge,1990), pp.33-6.
40Levine, op. cit., pp.19-20,36-7.
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of the Antiquarian Society, to clarify points of architecturalhistory. On the committeewhich
commissionedVenn to edit one of the grace books, was a former pupil, Frederic Maitland,
who was called upon to help Venn with points of mediaevallaw.

It was an 'invisible college'which rested upon a willingnessto work co-operatively,where
membersformed reciprocalties, citing and acknowledgingeach others work. Thus Venn's
study was invaded on a regular basis by the Master of Jesus and Augustus Austen-Leighof
41In turn,
King's, who used Venn's card index of names to compile their own college IiStS.
Venn was given access to Fosters manuscriptlists for the Inns of Courts and the First Fruits
and Tenths; and to the unpublishedresearchof F.L. Clarke on Kings, Searle on Queen's and
Stamp on Trinity Hall. This antiquariannetworkwas of course reinforcingexisting links which
resulted from a shared academic background,teaching in the same university,serving on the
same committeesand boards,and dining at the same college table. These were Cambridge
men talking and writing about their own colleges and University.

Shared activities and interests built upon a sense of membership-the importanceof
membershipbecomingmost clearly apparentwhen an 'outsider' attemptedto work in the
same field. In the early 1890s a London based antiquary,William J. Harvey produceda
proposalfor an Alumni Cantabrigiensescovering the period 1443 to 1893to be issued in an
individualvolume for each College.The Universitytook care to establish Harvey's credentials
through his membershipof what they termed learned bodies, such as the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland and the Society of Antiquariesof Ireland, but was not content to
proceed until it had receiveda numberof assurancesthat Harvey's request did not
undermineVenn's work. Venn gave his full backingto the proposal,and it was largely due to
this that Harveywas granted the so-called exclusive access to Universityrecords - although
the Council understoodthat its permissiondid not exclude other work by membersof the

41Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C07/21, S.C. Venn to J.A. Venn, 28/311916.
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42Suchwas notthe understanding
University.
of Harvey,whowroteto the Registraryto
43The
threatenlegalproceedingsif Vennwasallowedcontinuedaccessto Universityrecords.
Universityclosedranksin thefaceof Harvey'sdemands.CaiusrefusedHarveyentryto its
44Harvey,
St.
John's
its
backing.
to
whowas nota Cambridge
records,and
wasalso withdraw
man,exhibitedanxietyabouthis statusas an outsider.In a prospectusof 1893,he wrote
I did not quite foresee the many obstacles to be surmounted at the outset by an

'outsider', howevercompetentand influentiallysupported.45
The Harvey project came to nothing, but demonstratedthe importanceof insider status. By
contrast,Venn was a fellow of the Societyof Antiquaries,a memberof the Cambridge
Antiquarian Society, and had a family name which would gain him access not only to
academic but also to ecclesiasticalrecords.

'Domestic biography'
It is possible to contextualise Venn's historical biographical researches not only in terms of
the contemporary taste for antiquarian research and Cambridge interest in College and
University history, but also a family tradition that Venn chose to uphold. The use of particular
documentary forms within the Venn family to convey a religious message, and the pride that
the Venn family took in their Evangelical and clerical heritage has already been noted. The
focus here will be upon Venn's contribution to that tradition and how that contribution relates
to the conclusions drawn by Tolley and Stockton about continuity of strands of Evangelical
tradition.

Venn inherited a family archive of diaries, autobiographies,letters and papers,which
stretched back to the eighteenth century. The archive consisted of family correspondence
42Report of the Council of the Senate on Mr W.J. Harvey's proposal, CambridgeUniversityReporter,
3/11/1891, p.144.
43St. John's College Cambridge,D109/116, J. Venn to R.F. Scott, 30/12/1891.
44St John's College Cambridge,SB2 27, Bursar's letter book, 2343.
45St. John's College Cambridge,D101/124.3W.J. Harvey's proposalsforAlumni Cantabrigienses,
[prospectus].
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and a number of personaland spiritual narrativesdirected towards other members of the
family. To this, Venn added some of his own letters, both family and academic related,
together with his and Susanna'sautobiographies,with the intention of passingthem on to
their son.46The contents of the family archive were not only preserved,but were also
consideredto be of use to membersof the family. At the turn of the century, documents such
as John Venn's autobiographyand an account of a foreign tour written by an aunt, were
47

circulated among interestedfamily members. This fits the pattern described by Tolley,
highlightingthe importanceof domestic archivesand their role in fostering a sense of
48

corporate identity and pride in the Clapharnfamilies. SusannaVenn, however,departed
from this pattern, emphasisingthe private nature of her narrative,addressingher
49
her
husband.
'To
her
two'
autobiography
meaning
son and

Venn was also heir to a tradition of genealogical activity. Venn's grandfather, John Venn of
Clapham, had been a keen antiquary who had gathered together family reminiscences in a
volume called, 'Parentalia' and had researched a biography of his father, Henry Venn of
Huddersfield. This research was completed and published by John Venn of Clapham's son,
Henry, who had himself researched the family's clerical succession. 50Venn's father and
grandfather had both sought to keep diaries and private spiritual narratives as a means of
self-examination; and to publish "lives" which would act as Christian exemplars to others. 51
Following the death of his wife, Henry Venn had also produced a spiritual autobiography to be
passed on to his children. To this tradition, Venn contributed part of the biographical memoir
of his father, Dictionary of National Biography articles on four members of his family, a

46CIVISArchive, CMS/ACC81 C42, J. Venn to H.J. Hunter, 14/8/1901.
47Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C25, AM. Dicey to J. Venn, 16/12/1904.
48Tolley, op. cit., pp. 115-125.
49CIVISArchive, CMS/ACC81 F30, Notes from the
years 1844 to 1867 from my birth to my marriage S. C. Venn.
soW. Knight, The missionary secretariat of Henry Venn, BD (London, 1880),
with an introductory
biographical chapter and a notice of West African commerce by J. Venn and H. Venn, p.30.
51CIVISArchive, CMS/ACC81 F16 Diary, 1838-1846,27/5/1838; Tolley,
op. cit., pp. 56-80.
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his
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history,
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chapter
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reminiscences
autobiographical
and
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of
volume
experienceof Caius as an undergraduate.

Venn clearly identifiedwith his family's (auto)biographicaltradition. When he wrote the Annals
family
this
to
direct
family,
he
practice; and acknowledgedthe
reference
made
of a clerical
52
back
his
He
before
him.
his
with
a
reference
own
autobiography
prefaced
ancestors
work of
to his father's and grandfather'shabits of self-documentationand evinced a sense of
trusteeship'wishing to leave some record which shall give informationto those who come
53
Clapham
in
his
Venn
It
of
generation
others
shared
with
was a pattern
after me'.
descendants,who retainedtheir family's forms of biographicalexpression,but not the beliefs
54
Leslie Stephen noted the effect of religious
justification.
had
been
their
original
which
training in his brother'stendency to self-analysis.FitzjamesStephen was inspired by reading
his father's recollectionsto write his own 'spiritual autobiography as an account of his inner
development.55Venn also added a new public dimensionto the pursuit of historical interests for
the
brother
the
his
to
familial
As
produce
chapter
with
as a
activity. well as working
Caius
his
history
first
to
the
his
father,
his
he
of
with
relating
volumes
produced
memoir of
wife, Susanna; and his greatest project,Alumni Cantabrigienses,was undertakenwith, and in
the name of, his son, Archie.

Although Venn may have been upholding aspects of familial tradition, there were departures.
Tolley has indicated that the existence of a personal connection between biographer and
subject was assumed as the norm; intimacy being seen as a pre-requisite for producing a
living portrait of the subject. 56This norm was evident when Venn's father died and it was
assumed that like his father and grandfather before him, John Venn would interest himself in

52j. Venn, Annals of a clerical family.,being some account of the family and descendantsof William
Vann, Vicar of Otterton Devon 1600-1621(London, 1904), p.vii.
53CMS Archive, CMS/ACC81 F27, Annals, p. l.
54Tolley, op. cit., pp. 5-7.
55Ibid, pp. 67-9,76.
56Tolley, op. cit., p. 122.
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family biographyand contributeto the genre of 'lives of saints'. Within weeks of Henry Venn's
death in 1873, John Venn's uncle was writing to Charles Clayton that he and his nephew
57
biograph
be
y. So strong was this assumptionof familial prerogativein
would writing a
biographythat when the memoir appeared in 1880, with only a chapter by Venn, and the
remainder by a Church MissionarySociety colleague of his father's, it was felt necessaryto
explain this fact in the preface.This was achieved by drawing a distinction between intimacy
with the subject in private or domestic life, and the public arena. The narrativeabout Henry
Venn's domestic life and characterwas producedby his sons; and his CMS work was
described by William Knight,who was felt to be qualified for the task by having worked with
Henry Venn for thirteen years.58

Venn returned to family tradition in using the literary form of spiritual autobiographyto testify
59
to
his
from
life
the
that
to
sincerity of
change.
about
another and assert
own passage
one
What distinguishedJohn Venn's positionfrom those that had gone before was his loss of the
distinctivelyEvangelicalperspectivewhich had informedthe writings of the three previous
generationsof Venns. Stocktontermed this the'loss of the double perspective',meaningthat
Venn was writing from a purely earthly perspectivewhile his ancestorshad sought to place
earthly experienceinto the context of the divine. Unlike that of his father and grandfather,
therefore, Venn's autobiographywas a largely secular narrative,dealing more with the self
60Venn was consciousof the structureand requirementsof the
and the intellect than the SOUI.
literary genres of self-examinationand conversionnarratives.This arose not only from a
familiaritywith the contents of his own family's private archive, but also contemporary
publishedworks such as Newman'sApologia. Whereas Newmanwas writing the story of a
change of religious conviction- of the loss of one outlook and the acquisitionof another - with
57CMS Archive, CMSIACC81C37, J. Venn [of Hereford]to C. Clayton, 29/1/1873.
58Knight, The missionarysecretariat of Henry Venn, p.v-vi.
59F.M. Turner'The Victorian crisis of faith and the faith that was lost' in Helmstadter,R.J. & Lightman,
B. (eds.), Victorianfaith in crisis: essays on continuityand change in nineteenth century religious belief
iStanford, 1990), pp.15-16.
0 J.N. Morris, Versionsof the self. studies in English autobiographyfrom John Bunyan to John Stuart
Mill (New York and London, 1966), pp.5-7.
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Venn the process was one way. His was the reverse of a conversion narrative; it was the

deconstructionof one set of beliefs without being able to replace them rather than the
acquisition of a religious position.

By the turn of the century,Venn was preparing his family papers for press. Working from the
family archive and the preparatorywork already done in manuscriptform by his grandfather,
Venn looked to producea small private edition, anticipatingthat his known blood-connections
61
to
were numerousenough provide a sufficient audience. The resultingvolume, entitled
Annals of a clerical family, was publishedin 1904.62The book was dedicated:
In pious memoryof devout and worthy ancestorsthese pages have been gratefully
compiled. "A good life hath but a few days, but a good name endurethfor ever" H.V.
John and Henry Venn felt it to be their inherited duty to perpetuate the reputation of their
family name. Thus they paid for the creation of a monument in a parish with which the family
had been associated, and looked to circulate copies of the family history:

I agree with you about giving away plenty of the Venn annals. I always looked upon it
in the same way as the monument at Otterton -a duty we owed to those who have
63
&
before
gone
us whose name we share.

The book was presentedas a continuationof the genealogicalinterestsof his grandfather
64
father.
It was addressed to those
and

connectedby ties of consanguinitywith the various persons mentioned,or of the
few who, for biographicalor other purposes, have occasion to consult family
65

pedigrees...

It was also distributedto those who claimed some sort of connectionwith the Venns and their
interests. While in the United States in 1906, Henry Venn asked his brother to send him a

r" CMS Archive, CMS/ACC81 C42, J. Venn to H.J. Hunter, 19/8/1900.

62J. Venn, Annals of a clerical family.,being some account of the family and descendantsof William
Venn, Vicar of Otterton Devon 1600-1621(London, 1904).
63Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C11/04, H. Venn to J. Venn, 9/11/1906.
64J. Venn, Annals of a clerical family, p.vii.
65
lbid, p.vii.
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number of copies. He had visited a seminaryonce aided by a Church MissionarySociety
grant, where the Venn name was well known for its CIVISconnection,and wished to do his
duty by his ancestors.Venn may have departed from the clerical and Evangelicaltraditions of
his forebears, but he retaineda sense of duty to record their past, and to pass something on
to future generations.

John Venn's works were also consistentin projectingcertain of his family's values across
generations.A recurringtheme, for example,was the distinctionachieved through service
and unassumingwork rather than by virtue of wealth and high office;
the Venns have never possessedmuch wealth or held any of the higher offices in the
Church They have been clergymenfrom father to son, distinguishedchiefly by their
...
steady applicationto the duties of their office, and content with the influencethat God
66
honest
the
and unselfish service.
gives, as
reward of
In publishing the Annals of a clerical family, Venn was also picking up on a clerical tradition
that had been a continuing theme across generations. In 1834, Henry Venn of CMS wrote
that his grandfather's ancestors 'were clergymen of the Church of England, in an
uninterrupted line, from the period of the Reformation'.

67

This fact was reiterated in the 1880

biography of Henry Venn of CMS where an appendix was attached placing Henry Venn's life
into the context of a family which had been 'clergymen from father to son '68As the title
suggests, eight out of the ten chapters of the Annals were constructed around the clerical
succession; with portions of the later narrative also being devoted to the Venns' academic
experience. Part of this can be attributed to the shape of the historical record - of surviving
Venn children, it was easier to trace the careers of those who had made their mark on
University or Church records. Elsewhere, as in the case of Henry Venn of Yelling, the
decision was editorial. The careers of two other surviving brothers were glossed over,
66Knight, The missionary secretariat of Henry Venn, BD, p.549.
67H. Venn (ed. ), The life and a selection from the letters of the late Rev. Henry Venn, M.A. (London,
1834), p. l.
68Knight, The missionary secretariat of Henry Venn, BD, p. 549.
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69
John
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to
to
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allowing the clerical succession
Continuity in theological position was also alluded to with regard to the three generationsof
the Evangelicalsuccession:
His religious convictions, which were already very decided, were in substance those
which he retained through life, and which he held in common with his father and
70
grandfather.

By drawing the narrativeof the Annals of a clerical family to a close in the preceding,and
deceased, generation,Venn avoided the question of the continuationof the clerical and
Evangelicalsuccession in his own lifetime.71

Venn's problemwas that he had to mediate between his family's, and his own, pride in its
own continuousachievement,and the change in his own position. His sensitivity about his
status as an 'apostate priest' and his own silence on the matter within his own family have
already been noted, and are perhaps also evident in another departurefrom the accepted
norm of his family's documentarytradition, Venn's narrativeslacked the appeal to the spiritual
which had characterisedhis father and grandfather'swritings
It would be foreign to the purpose of these Family Notes to enter into the details of
72
such a spiritual change.
Venn was consciousof moving on from the concentrationupon his family's religion. He took a
more measured,less emotive style on the subject of religion, and emphasisedfamily
connectionsand locality rather than the working of the spirit. The life of the individual saint, as
characterisedby the biographyof Henry Venn, had given way to a focus upon the history of
the Venns as a corporatebody, placed in the context of their various communities.Venn
distanced himselffrom dealing with the Evangelicalviewpoint. In writing of the conversion

69j. Venn, Annals of a clerical family, p.62.
70Knight, The missionarysecretariat of Henry Venn, BD, p.13.
71Althoughfollowing his own editorial pattern, it would have been possible to continue the line through
his brother,the ReverendHenry Venn, and his nephew, the ReverendA.D. Venn.
72J. Venn, Annals of a clerical family, p.75.
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experienceof Henry Venn of Yelling, he pointed to the availabilityof the material elsewhere,
implying his own distance from the doctrines involved
The change is very fully described by my grandfather;and well and wisely so; for he
was profoundlyconvincedof the all-importanceof the principlesthus acquired.73
Venn was keen to emphasise the importance of religious activity and example rather than to

dwell upon particular Evangelicaldoctrine.Thus, in describingthe ties binding the Clapham
sect, he wrote

No doubt they accepted in the main the body of doctrines known as Evangelical But
...
the real bond of union amongst them, that which continuallybrought them into mutual
co-operation,was rather to be sought in their deeds of active charity than in their
speculativeopinionS.74
However, through his historical works, Venn was still perceived to be fulfilling a moral, if no
longer a specifically spiritual, role within his family network, as Laura Forster wrote to Venn in

1907
I have also long thought that for the rising generationsome kindling of a worship of
ancestry was the best way of opening their minds to the unseen. I do not ever worship
in its conventionalform, but the giving of full worth to past lives, & the realisation of
their survival in us - which means also a continuity in the life of the spirit. Of this past
of religion you are a high priest7s
Similarly, by contributingarticles on membersof his family to the Dictionary of National
Biography, he was fulfilling the biographicalideal of another member of his family. Drawing
upon his own Evangelicalinheritancefor producinglives of saints, Leslie Stephen had
justified biographyin terms of the ennobling effect it might have upon the reader; a means of
76Bearing this in mind, Stephen told
diffusing the effect a man had upon his contemporarieS.

73lbid, p.74.
74lbid, P.145.
75Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C29/11,L.M. Forster to J. Vann, 14/2/1907.
76Tolley, op. cit., pp.120-5.
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his co-editor, Sidney Lee, that the entries under the name of Venn could have been a little
longer."

The religious communityof Clapham had been lost, the continuityof clerical and Evangelical
traditions had been broken but for John Venn's generationthe respect for the past remained.
However, by the end of their lives, Henry and John Venn's confidencein the continuing
appreciationfor works of family biographywas eroded. John Venn privatelyexpressed
8
Sect
have
been
'overdone'.,
Clapham
Venn's brother,
history
the
that
the
may
concerns
of
Henry, wrote down his own reminiscences,which he circulated among his immediatefamily
members, but he expected a mixed reception,
I am wondering if the next generation& the one below it will much care for our
memories....I had thought of printing it for private distribution but I am doubtful if it is
worth the expense. Louie does not think the grandchildren will appreciate it79

There was also a recognitionthat the wider religious landscape had also changed.Venn
recognisedthat the popularityof his great-grandfather'sCompleteduty of man would be
incomprehensibleto the modern reader; and that the religion of his uncle was that of a
'decided and consistentevangelicalof the old type' with the 'old Protestanthorror of
Popery'.80

Science and logic
Venn's work as a historical biographer drawing upon antiquarian networks and family tradition
is still not the whole picture. If Venn's Alumni Cantabrigienses is compared with Foster's
Alumni Oxonienses, Venn's work is considerably more structured - to the extent that it is
possible for present day archivists to use the existing structure of Vann's work as a basis for
digitisation of Alumni Cantabrigienses. Venn clearly signposted the potential for this carefully
77 L. Stephen to S. Lee 24/3/1899, Bodleian Library, Mss Eng. Misc. d18O058, quoted In Tolley,
op.
cit., p.130.
78Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C68, G.W.E. Russell to J. Venn, 25/7/1904.
79Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C11/10, H. Venn to J. Venn, 6/6/1910.
80j. Venn, Annals of a clerical family, pp.200-1.
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classified and tabulated data to be used as a basis for historical and social analysis. This
points to the links betweenVenn's historical interests and his other work in statistics,
philosophyand logic.

In the Logic of chance and in his anthropometricalwork, Venn had directed himself to
observingand building up statistical series from which to infer general conclusions.This
approach can in turn be seen to have informed his work on the Biographicalhistory and
Alumni Cantabrigienses.In embarkingupon work for the Biographicalhistory, Venn
recognisedthat the scope for a conventionalhistory of Caius had largely been covered in
existing works, and so he applied himselfto a different purpose,
...

the BiographicalHistory, in the shape of a complete and descriptiveAdmission List,

is a comparativelynew field; and such an attempt to give a continuous presentmentof
the life, and social and intellectualoutcome of our ancient house, seemed worth
following out such a work as is here proposedcannot but offer much interest to
...
every student of the successivephases of the religious, intellectual,and social
81

developmentof our country.

Venn laid out the uses to which he envisagedthe Biographicalhistory would be put, aside
from the pursuit of genealogy; namely the use of statistical analysis to examine 'the
comparativesocial status of the students,the districts from which they came, and the careers
they subsequentlypursued'.82

Venn also expressed the view that, based upon statistical study, his work had a wider import.
The College could be viewed as a historical microcosm of the nation as a whole, which
demonstrated in miniature not only the role of the College and the development of education,

but also the impact of locality and events.83He commendedhis work to historians,who might

a' The Caian, Volume V (1895-6), p.150.
:32 j. Venn, Biographicalhistory, Volume 1,pA.
lbid, pp.xiv-xv.
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benefit from the new sources of information that had been uncovered, but also from the
particular histodcal perspective which could be provided from the data which had been
amassed:
the number of cases with which we are concerned, though dealing only with a
...
single college, are still sufficiently large to claim the steadiness and generality which
may be called statistical, and therefore to fumish a tolerably fair sample of what was
84
throughout
the
going on
country.
Using this method, for example, he examined the religious complexion of the College during
the Reformation and Civil War, not only from the contemporary reputation of the College, but
by prosopographical study of the known lives of all of the Fellowship."

As well as pride in the achievements of one's own institution, there was a consciousness of
the contribution made in the broader arena of national history, thus Venn wrote,
Besides the link of personal and local attachment, therefore, such a work as is here
proposed cannot but offer much interest to every student of the successive phases of
the religious, intellectual, and social development of our country.86
This sense of contributing to a broader understanding of English history can be related to a
broader theme identified by both Collini and Levine of an intellectual elite with a sense of
trusteeship of national heritage, concerned to nurture and present narratives on the
continuous development of English people. It was also important in a University that was
trying to emphasise its utility to national life.87The past was being viewed through the eyes of
generations who had faced the scrutiny of critics and the University Commissioners, and
were attuned to examining the University in terms of its contribution to national life and
national progress.

84

id, p. xxi.

85J. Venn. Caids Coiiege, 72.
p.
" 7he Caian, Volume V (1895-6), 150.
p.
STS. Collini. Public
moralists, pp.315-17; Levine, op. cit., pp.20,62.
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Venn's methods also allowed for identification of historical change. Unlike Buckle who sought
to derive historical laws from the steady persistence of statistical details, Venn was interested
in the variations. He argued that if an alteration in the statistics was connected with some
concurrent circumstances, then it might be possible to believe that a certain circumstance
was linked to the production of the recorded phenomena. This reasoning was evident in
Archie Venn's work on a graph of Oxford and Cambridge matriculations which attempted to
show the link between admissions to the University and the impact of external events such as
wars and religious disturbance. 88

In order to build up data on series of subjects, Venn drew upon the techniques learned from
the statistical and anthropometrical work he had undertaken with Galton in the 1880s,
recording data for each subject on individual cards, tabulating their lives into a series of
events - place of birth, age on entry, social group of father and previous education. For the
Biographical history, Venn drew his data from the Caius matriculation book, and thus had a
series of subjects, i.e. Caians, who shared the common characteristic of having entered the
same College. He then broke down their lives into a series of events - place of birth, age on
entry, social group of father and previous education. Certain of these characteristics were
shared, others were dissimilar, but the process of classification and tabulation allowed
patterns to be observed in the make-up of the collegiate body. In the same way that his
statistical analysis of anthropometrical data was intended to facilitate scientific hypothesis,
this structure was intended to facilitate further historical analysis or scientific analysis, such as
that undertaken by Gallon, who used biographical dictionaries as part of his work to establish
a link between heredity and social eminence.89

" J.A. Venn, Oxford
and Cambridgematficulations1544-1906with a graphicchartillustratingthe
varyingfortunesof the two Universities(Cambridge,1908,reprintedfrom The Oxfordand Cambridge
Review).
89F. Galton,Hereditary
genius:an inquiryinto its laws and consequences,2"dedition(London,1950),
p.12.
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Galton'sinfluencewas evidentalso in Venn's work on family history.Venn called upon Galton
to act as a proofreaderfor his family history,and discussedwith him the achievementsof
90
family.
While Venn was researchinghis own family, Galtonwas
his
various membersof
surveying66 families,includingthe Venns,whom he labelledas noteworthy.He soughtto
demonstratefrom scientificobservationof familieswhere eminencewas a recurringfeature,
that noteworthinesswas the outcomeof inheritanceand environment;and that from statistical
91
it
heredity.
One aspectof providingdata
derive
laws
to
methods was possible
statistical
of
for such work, Galtonproposed,was for the authorsof family pedigreesand biographiesto
record,where possible,detailsof physicaland mentalcharacteristics,with a view to providing
accurateraw data for such analysisof hereditarylaws to take place.The specificinfluenceof
this thinkinguponVenn'swritingwas evidentin the Annals of a clericalfamily,where he took
painsto includedetailsof the height,illnessesand physicalcharacteristicsof his greatgrandfather,grandfatherand uncle.92

It would be false to present the intellectual influences upon Venn's work as purely logical and
scientific. Scientific method was not enforced at the expense of the pen portrait of the
individual. Venn was writing for a mixture of a domestic audience of Calans or Cambridge
men, as well as antiquarians who might have recourse to his work in the process of their
individual research, and the social scientists and historians who might wish to base their
analysis on his data. He was trying to satisfy a number of constituencies in different ways.
Thus colourful tales of College characters were provided alongside abstracted biographical
data. Underlying this variety, however, was the contribution of Venn's scientific approach; his
historical research benefited from the cross-fertilisation which arose from his parallel use of
classificatory methods developed in a different discipline. Thus Venn's example supports

goCaius Archive, John Venn
papers, F. Galton to J. Venn, 29/8/11905.
91F. Galton & E. Schuster, Noteworthy families (Modem Science): an index to kinship in near degrees
between persons whose achievements are honourable, and have been publicly recorded [Publications
of the Eugenics Record Office, Volume 1] (London, 1906), pp.vii-xx; F. Galton, Hereditary genius, p.2.
92J. Venn, Annals of a clerical family, pp. 104,175.
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identificationof generallyscientific approachto method being used in parallel across
Burro%Ws
different disciplineS.93

There are comparisonsto be drawn here with the methods and approach employed by Leslie
Stephen in his compilationof the Dictionary of National Biographyfrom 1882 onwards; an
enterpriseto which Venn contributedarticles on membersof his family, members of Caius
and his intellectualforebear, Boole. Stephentoo had embarked upon a major endeavourin
94
in
63
for
29,120
lives
bringing
together
being
volumes. Both men
responsible
compilation,
were concernedto honour the achievementsof those who had precededthem, and both
understoodthe purposethat biographycould serve in making a moral impressionthrough the
95
(or
'strong
life
the
and noble character. However,the
woman) of
of a man
presentationof
differences betweenthe intellectualapproachesof the two men were symbolisedin the
differences betweentheir works. Whereas Stephentook a more literary approach being
concernedto assemblethose facts that contributedto a 'speaking likeness', Venn's approach
96
defined
by
factual
the
classificatorystructure. There was a difference
was
core
events and
too in the men they found interesting.Stephen looked to the lives of great men, and to those
of the second rate whose lives were made accessiblethrough the Dictionary,while asking,
Admitting as we all admit, the importance of keeping alive the leading names in
history, what is the use of this long procession of the hopelessly insignificant?... Better
oblivion than a permanent admission that you were thoroughly and hopelessly
97
commonplace.

Venn the statistician,on the otherhand,was interestedin each and everygraduate- in compiling
as completeas a possibleseriesfrom whichto observepatterns.For him,the occurrenceof
eminentmen was a statisticallyinsignificantsampleand couldnot be seen in themselvesas
93J.W. Burrow, Victorian historiansand the Royal HistoricalSociety', Transactionsof the Royal
Historical Society, 5ýhSeries, Volume 39 (1989), pp.108-9.
94 N. Annan, Leslie Stephen:the godless Victorian(London, 1984), pp.83-86.
95

S. Lee, 'National biography', Proceedings of the Royal Institution (1896), p. 27; L. Stephen,
James Fitzjames Stephen (London, 1895), p. 481.
96 Annan, Leslie Stephen: the godless Victorian, pp. 303-15.
97 L. Stephen, 'National biography', Studies of a biographer (London, 1899),
pp. 2-3,21.

-219-

The life of

evidenceof the successof the Collegeor Universitysystem.His interestthereforealso lay in the
largermassevidentin professionaldirectories,the 'respectableclass',as well as the 'man of
98
habits
and probablyof picturesquecareer. Stephenremainedinterestedin the
uncertain
individualratherthan in movementsor groups,arguablystayingcloseto the family'straditionof
'livesof saints'.99Venn did pickout what he termedthe 'celebritiesof the college',referencinghis
cousin'swork by pickingout the membersof Caiuswho were of DN B-standard',but Vennwas
moreclearlyinfluencedby scientificand logicalmethodologiesand'the aggregatemadeup by the
hostof the unrecorded',and thus the needto documentand classifythe communityas a whole.100

Venn'suse of a scientificapproachto informantiquarianactivityagain pointsto the ways in which
Withthe
the boundariesof the professionaland the amateurcouldbe blurred.Contemporaneous
highfide of antiquarianactivityin the University,historywas emergingas an independent
academicdiscipline.As Levinehas pointedout, the growthof self-consciousprofessionalismin the
academicsectorat the end of the nineteenthcenturywas redefiningthe intellectualboundaries
betweenthe academicand the dilettante,the professionaland the amateurin the field of history.101
Followingthe creationof the HistoryTriposin 1873,the first generationof men was emergingwho
had beentrainedin historicalstudy,men like Maitlandand Cunningham,who had beentaughtby
Vennfor the MoralSciencesTripos.The termshistorianand antiquarianwere developingseparate
and distinctmeanings- whilethe historianwas the trainedprofessional,the antiquarian'sstatus
was devaluedas amateur.102Historianslike Seeleyregardedthe studyof historyas too important
to be left to men of letters,insteadrequiringthe attentionof a Universitybasedelite professionally
103
interestedin its pUrSUit.

98j. Venn, 'College BiographicalHistory, The Calan, Volume VI (11895-6),pp.36-7.
99H.C.G. Matthew,Leslie Stephenand the new Dictionaryof National Biography [Leslie Stephen
lecture, 1995] (Cambridge,1997),p.26.
'00J. Venn, 'Address delivered in the College chapel, after the CommemorationService, Dec 21 1894',
The Caian, Volume IV (1893-4), p.190.
101Levine, op. cit., p.6.
102Levine, op. cit., pp.29-30.
103J.R. Seeley, 'A historicalsociety, MacMillan'sMagazine45 (1881) pp.43-56, quoted in D. Wormell,
Sir John Seeley and the uses of history (Cambridge,1980), pp.120-21.

-220-

Venn never held an appointmentin history. He did not refer to himself as a historian,
in
it
When
he
the
term,
biographer
instead
term
the
always
used
was
or
annalist.
preferring
the context of being a College historian. His work on the Biographicalhistory and the Alumni
Cantabrigiensesplaced him among the front rank of antiquarians- or as Tolley as termed it,
a professionalantiquarian.In one important sense, Tolley's descriptionof Venn is incorrect.
Historicalresearchand writing was not a means of earning a living for Venn. What might be
termed gentlemanlyor amateur values came into play here. Venn was part of a group that set
itself apart from professionalpedigree hunters, as his rival William Harvey was suspectedto
be, and from the almost invisible class of paid record-keepers,like the assistant registraries,
library and bursarystaff, whose transcriptionsand indexes underpinneda number of Venn's
letter
from
A
in
buried
the
a
acknowledgements.
names
were
publications,and yet whose
member of the Universityin 1909 made it clear how Venn was regardedwithin the University
hierarchy
&
he
he
letters
to
work
as
pleases
when
prefers
of
who
or
a
man
an
archaeologist
...
does
difficulties,
independent
&
being
not care to make
of
pecuniary
pleases;
'arrangements'with other people,who wd demand as exact return of what he is
104
finish.
he
&
about, when will
This work was also for Venn a matterof'publicservice'for one alreadysupportedby incomefrom
105
fellowship,
teaching
and examining. It was an expressionof the strongpersonaland corporate
a
senseof duty he felt as a Collegeman. In this senseVenn'ssenseof duty speaksto the valuesby
which Rothblatthas arguedan emergingacademicprofessionsoughtto defineitselfin termsof
06
'
ideal
culture,gentilityand an
of service.

104Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C23, J.W. Clark to J. Venn, 25/3/1909.
105Universityof Cambridge,University Press Archive, CUP PR AV 65, John Venn to Waller,
20/10/1913.
106S. Rothblatt, The revolution of the dons: Cambridgeand society in VictorianEngland (London,
1968), p.91.
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Separationof motivationand method is possible. In the introductionto his history of the
University,Mullinger,himself a lecturer in history, sought to distinguishhis own work from that
of the antiquarian tradition. Commenting on the work of Cooper he wrote,

his aim was entirely restricted on one object, - the accurate investigationand
chronological arrangement of facts; he never sought to establish any general results
107

by the aid of legitimate induction...

The majority of Venn's works can easily be bracketedunder the heading of accurate
investigationand chronologicalarrangementof facts. However,in the Biographicalhistory
and Alumni CantabrigiensesVenn was aware of presentinghis work as a dataset to facilitate
the opening of new avenues of research by social scientistsand historians. He took the
methodsand techniquesassociatedwith his expertise as a professionalacademic in the field
of logic and statistics, and applied them in his historical biographicalresearches.In the same
way that his statistical analysis of anthropornetricaldata was intendedto facilitate scientific
hypothesis,biographicaldata was intendedto facilitate further historical analysis.Venn's
logical approachto the presentationof his historical researches,and his understandingof
how this data could be utilised, bears comparisonto J.B. Bury's inaugural lecture as Regius
Professorof History in 1903. Bury declared history to be a science in its own right, in the
sense of being based upon a scientific method of accumulatingfacts in an orderly and
108
fashion,
from
be
comprehensible
which generalisationscould made. In terms of rigour and
methodology,if not in terms of professionalidentity,Venn perhaps had more in commonwith
the research-basedprofessionalismof historiansof the 1890sthan with his own
contemporary,Seeley,for whom the study of history was driven more by the pedagogical
imperativeof preparingmen for leadership.109It is therefore perhapsworthwhile to
appropriatefor Venn the descriptionused by Annan to describe Leslie Stephen-'the

107J.B. Mullinger,A history of the Universityof Cambridge(London, 1888), p.viii.
108D. Goldstein,'J.B. Bury's philosophyof history: a re-appraisal',American Historical Review, 82
(1977), pp.898,904-7,912,915; Annan, Leslie Stephen:the godless Victorian,pp.200-204;Wormell,
or.9 cit., p. 125.
19 Burrow, op. cit. p.138.
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integratedintellectual'- one who brought professionalstandardsto literary, or in this case,
110
antiquarian,studies.

Collegiate genealogy
The patterns identified as typical of domestic biography and the purpose they served in
reinforcing a sense of familial identity are not just evident in Venn's works on his family, but
also in his writings on Caius and the University. Such an overlap is not surprising as Venn
was often researching in both areas simultaneously and both were manifestations of Venn's
strong sense of duty. In tracing through successive generations of Caians in the Biographical
history, Venn was engaged in a variant of domestic biography; what might be termed
collegiate genealogy. Both areas involved parallel activities and shared characteristics. Venn
made repeated reference to the record-keeping and annalist tradition of the College traceable
to the sixteenth century. He was writing largely for a domestic audience who may not have
shared ties of blood, but who had experience of a common past. Venn also assumed that a
close connection between the author and his subject was preferable. Venn's comment on the
appointment of William Moore as College annalist in 1603 can be seen as providing the
blueprint for what he thought a College historian should be.
No more competent person could have been appointed. He was eminent as University
Librarian, was a careful and accurate historian, and devoted to the interests of the
College of which he had been a resident member for more than 40 years
......
The history of Caius was only in part the history of an institution; it was also, like the Annals of
a clerical family, the history of a succession of people. Venn was personally involved - his
history became part of the history of Caius and vice versa, as was illustrated when his own

"0 Annan, Leslie Stephen: the godless Victorian, pp. 339-43.
111 J. Venn (ed. ), The annals of Gonville and Caius College by John Caius [Cambridge Antiquarian
Society Octavo Series XL] (Cambridge, 1904), p. Ix
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fabric
into
the
of the College history in Early collegiatelife and the
woven
memorieswere
112

Biographicalhi.story.

The relationship between the two main areas of Venn's historical writing cannot however be
defined simply as the application of the values of domestic biography to that of collegiate
genealogical activity. A process of cross-fertilisation seems more likely. Venn's use of
family
Both
his
history
his
is
two-way
and
of
a
connection.
suggestive
alone
vocabulary
familiar
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from
Venn
term
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the
would
a
which
annals,
with
of
autobiography
the Caius environment, where the College annals were one of the record-keeping
requirements established in the sixteenth century. In a letter of 1900, Venn spoke on a
personal level of adding a name to his 'private Commemoration Service'.

113

This calls upon

another College ritual, the Commemoration of Benefactors, a service that Venn had helped to
revise.

In a commemorationaddress,Venn referredto the duty of commemorationand stewardship
that Caians owed to their benefactors,

Each succeedingage has rightly regarded itself as a trustee; bound to guard carefully
what it had receivedfrom those before, and to hand it on undiminishedto those who
""
came after.
The reference to the Commemoration of Benefactors echoes closely Venn's comments on
the duty owed to his ancestors, and indicates that the sense of duty and trusteeship which
informed Venn's attitude to family history also appears to have underpinned his work for the
College. Just as the creation of physical and literary monuments to the Venns was part of the
duty of bearers of that name, to pay due regard to past members and benefactors of the
College was a duty for all Caians. This sense of college piety was also evident in other works
112For example,the insertionof personal recollectionsin the footnotes of the history of College
buildingsin Biographicalhistory of Gonvilleand Calus College, Volume III (Cambridge,1901), p.179,
and the chapter on 'College life and ways sixty years ago' in Early collegiatelife, p.253.
113CMS Archive, CMS/ACC81C42, J. Venn to H.J. Hunter, 211/3/1900.
114j. Venn, 'Toast to the memory of the benefactors', The Caian, Volume Vill (1898) p.105.
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of the period, such as J.B. Mayor, who urged Johniansto'earn their inheritance'and Philpott
15
St.
Catharine's
to
on
whom'

...

it seemed due to the memoryof the founders and benefactorsof the College that

their benefactionsshould be recorded in some more permanentand generally
"'
from
in
College
than
the
Treasury.
the
accessible
manuscripts preserved

This attitude was evident in Venn's criticism of the UniversityCommissionof the 1850s. He
did not resent the substanceof the reforms of the Commissioners,but rather that they
'
"
donors.
between
In so doing
the
their
the
suppressed
ancient endowmentsand
connection
they were betrayingthe memoryof the donors and the duty of the present communityto
commemoratethose benefactorsand accountfor their actions with regard to their trust. In
documentingCollege history,therefore,Venn was fulfilling what he perceivedto be his duty
as a member of that community.

Venn was contributingto a corporateethos which had a sense of itself being at the centre of
a continuumof past, present and future. Implied in this was a sense of continuity.Venn was
at pains to point out the continuity in certain elements of College life; and also to play upon
the feeling of being part of unbrokensuccessionof Caians.
Nothing can removethat sense of continuitywith the past The links of attachment
...
are double; prospectiveas well as retrospective.If there is a tie of gratitude to the
118
future.
is
there
that
to
the
past,
also
of obligation

However,he also had to recognisethe considerablebreak in continuitywhich the University
reforms of the 1860s and the 1880s represented.On one hand, the College of the past was
linked directly to the College of the present by a continuoussuccessionof residents.
However,Venn also had to acknowledgethe differencein time, habits and thought which
115J. E.B. Mayor, Admissions to the College of St John the Evangelist in the University
of Cambridge,
Part I Jan 1629130-July 1665 (Cambridge, 1882), p.xv.
116H. Philpott, Documents relating to St. Catharine's College in the University
of Cambridge
jCambridge, 1861), p.vii.
17j. Venn, Caius College, p.237.
18J. Venn, 'Address delivered in the College chapel,
after the Commemoration Service, Dec 21 1894',
The CaJan, Volume IV (1893-4), pp.31-2.
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'
19
During the time of Venn's tenure as a fellow, the traditional
barrier
to
were a
understanding.
collegiate model of shared residence, dining, prayer and study had been substantially
affected by the reform of endowments, the freedom of fellows to marry, the admission of nonAnglicans and specialisation of new Tripos. As in his domestic biographies, Venn had to
come to terms with notions of continuity and change. Through his historical work he tried to
bridge that gap, trying to construct and hand on to successive generations of Caians 'that
sense of historic unity and continuity which is so impressive an element in the life of an
120
like
ancient college
ours'.

This historical consciousnessformed one strand of the assertion of a re-modelledCaian
identity, which found expressionin the range of collegiate sporting, literary and social clubs
that were springing up, the adoption of College colours and the writing of a College song in
1894. As well as the immediatecommunitycontainedwithin the walls of the College, there
was also an increasingsense of the'greater Caius', defined by all those who had shared the
experienceof being at the College. In 1882,the GoverningBody established an annual
dinner for the purposeof entertainingpast membersof the College.121In 1907, Caians
formed their own alumni society, which supplementedthe College magazine, The Caian,
establishedin 1891. Similar developmentsin other colleges have been seen as key to
122
'communal
in
Cambridge.
The magazinewas established by a
raising
consciousness'
number of studentswith the support of the Senior Tutor, E.S. Roberts,with the aim of
reportingcurrent College news, 'keep alive the memoriesof the past and point to its traces'
123
link
Caians.
The Caian served as a channel of
and
resident and non-resident
communicationbetweenCaians past and present, resident and non-residentby reporting
upon College events, detailingthe activities of College societies, and offering news of recent
events in the lives of old members of the College.
119'J. Venn, 'A chapter in College history', The Caian, Volume 1(1891), p.13.
120'J.Venn, 'A chapter in College history', The Caian, Volume 1(1891), pp.36-8.
121Caius Archive, GOV/03/01/02,Gesta 1874-1885,28/3/1882.
122L.P. Wilkinson,A century of King's 1873-1972(Cambridge,1980), p.80.
123'Ex ovo', The Caian, Volume 1(1891), pp.1
-2.
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Thus, participationin College life could be experiencedat second-hand,and the memory of
one's own period of residencereinforcedover a longer period of time, by continued news of
both the College and one's peers. It was possibleto participatewithin this greater Caian
communityon a number of levels - by reading or contributingto The Caian, by making a
donationto an appeal, or by joining the Caius Club. The pattern echoes that uncoveredby
Morrell and Thackray,where a sense of communitywas fostered by membershipof
124
in
societies, publications,patronageand participation shared activities. The Caian hero of
the past could also be looked to provide young Caians with moral inspirationthrough the
strength of example. The Caian made no apologyfor printing a long obituary list,
For if the generationthat now is would seek modelsto live after and would maintain
the reputation of their College... then these stories of lives well-spent will afford them
food for thought and rich material for imitation. 125

And the preacher of the commemorationsermon in 1897-8spoke of the
inspiringforce which that great 'Cloud of Witnesses',the past worthies of our
College, bring to bear on the practical life of its members.126
Venn participatedby becomingthe College's biographerand historian.The College spirit
expressedon the sports field or through singing Carmen Caianurnwas reinforced by a sense
127
Caian
distinctiveness
based
of
upon past glories.
pride and

College history became a shared activity for the men of 'greater Caius' just as it had for the
Venn family. Some, like J.S. Reid, were brought into service as proof-readers;others formed
the audience of Venn's speechesand lectures on College history at feasts and society
meetings;some subscribedto the volumesVenn produced,and others respondedto his

124Morrell & Thackray, op. cit., pp. 128-36.
125Editorial, The Caian, Volume IV (1893-4), p.79.
126J. deSoyres, 'Sermon for the Commemoration of Benefactors', The Caian Volume VII 1(1898),
F.127.
'27j. Venn & S.C. Venn (eds. ), Admissions to Gonville and Caius Coflege, p. ix.
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magazinewas again an importantelement. In 1891,Venn producedtwo articles for the first
issue of The Caian.129Over the next two decades,Venn became a major contributorto the
magazine,offering articles on particularperiods and characters in the College's history,
reporting on the progressof his researchesand advertisingthe results to his primary
audience,Caians. The Caian gave Venn an outlet for raising awarenessof details of College
history he uncovered in the course of his research,such as the letters to Dr Caius he
discoveredat Lambeth Palace; or to give a wider audience through publicationto historical
lectures he gave in College. The publicationof the Biographicalhistory providedliving Caians
with their Caio-Gonvilliangenealogy,linking them across the generationsin defiance of the
changeswhich differentiatedtheir experienceof College life. The Biographicalhistory also
resembleda professionaldirectory,defining the boundariesof the Caian community.The
existenceof a published registerwas a public statementof the membershipof the
community;a concrete representationof a invisible link between all men who had passed
through the gates of Gonville and Caius.

Conclusions
To viewVennsolelyas an antiquarianor a 'domesticbiographeroraCaian ora logicianis
notthe wholepicture.Hewasall of these;writingbiographies
was an expressionof the sum
throughMillto Galtonand
of his life'sexperiencesand influences,fromEvangelicalism,
130
antiquariannetworks. The communitiesand ideas with which he engaged overlappedto a
certain extent, and were mutually reinforcing,as is evidenced by the replicationof forms and
values in his writing. Venn's work also points to the cross-fertilisationthat could take place
betweenan academic identity on the one hand, and an antiquarianidentity on another -a
blurring of distinctionsthat were being drawn between professionaland amateur.
128J. Venn, 'A chapter in College history, pp.36-7.
129j. Venn, 'A chapter in College history, 'An Elizabethanepisode in English History', The Caian,
Volume 1(1891).
130Cockshutt,op. cit., p.177.
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A historicalsense underpinnedall of Venn's work. This was not only evident in Venn's
biographicaland historicalwork, but also in the historical surveys that were incorporatedinto
his logical works. Venn was conscious of the historicaltraditions in which he stood, as an
academicand as a Venn. Fundamentalto understandingVenn's work was the concept of
membershipand community.He was born into a strong family and Evangelicalnetwork, and
was part of a noteworthy,intellectualelite. With respect to his family, his College and his
University,Venn's historical narrativeswere based upon a basic discontinuity.Venn had
broken with the Evangelicaland clerical traditions by which he had defined his family; and the
College and Universityof which he was a part had reformed many of its endowments,modes
of study and life during Venn's own lifetime. Yet through his narratives,a sense of historical
continuitywas cultivated.Through his historical research and writings, Venn further nurtured
that sense of identity and community - whether through the developmentof the antiquarian
networkshe used to produce his works or as an expressionof the family and academic
communitiesof which he was a part. He contributeda historical dimensionto what it meant to
be a Venn, a Caian or a Cambridgeman.
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8.

Conclusion

Venn remained relatively healthyto the end of his life. Alongside his biographicaland
historicalresearches,he carefully conservedhis energy in order to visit old friends, to attend
services in local churches and in the College chapel, to appear at College meetingsand
'
friends.
in
Caius
Cambridge
He was also sufficientlyactive in old
dine
to
occasionally
or with
age to support the war effort during the First World War by entertainingofficers housed in the
College,taking wounded officers out for drives and cutting out bags for hot water bottles for
the Red Cross stores.2 Venn was howeveraware of a culture changing around him. He
contrasted his own tastes in literature shaped by the Victorian age and dominated by Walter
Scott with a lack of comprehensionof the ethics of modern novelS.3 Venn was also conscious
of a narrowingof his horizons, spendingfewer nights away from Cambridgeand being less in
4 He observedthe passing of time among his friends and family: he
touch with College goSSip.
read sermons and newspapersto an old Caian contemporary,Whiting, who could no longer
see or hear well; and recordedthe deaths of fellow liberals and Universityreformerslike
RichardJebb and Henry Jackson.5When Sidgwickdied in 1903, Leslie Stephen wrote to
Venn to ask for his assistancewith an obituaryfor Mind having previouslyremarkedthat'The
6
is
belonged
to
old world which we
vanishingvery rapidly'.

Venn died in Cambridgein 1923. He was survived by his wife, his brother and Dicey but
when SusannaVenn died in 1931, she was describedas'known only to a sadly depleted
7
friendS'.
Venn's obituariesfor The Caian and for the Royal Society were written
circle of old
not by a member of the Venn family but by Venn's Caian contemporaryand fellow of Caius,

1 Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C07, S. C. Venn to J. A. Venn, 2/12/1915,6/12/1915,2/5/1917,
7/11/1918.
2 lbid, 25/9/1914,28/3/1916.
3 Caius Archive, John Venn papers, C05/6a, J. Venn to H.T. Francis, 23/9/1915.
4 lbid, 1019/1918,15/8/1915.
5 Ibid, 23/9/1915; Society
of Genealogists Library, Venn Collection, J. Venn to L.M. Forster,
25/12/1905; University of Glasgow Albert Venn Dicey papers, Ms Gen 508(31) J. Venn to AN. Dicey,
28/9/1921.
6 Caius Archive, John Venn papers C12, L. Stephen to J. Venn, 30/10/1903,2/9/1902.
" Obituary of S. C. Venn, The Times, 27 March 1931.
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H.T. Francis;while Archie Venn went on to completethe publicationof Alumni
Cantabrigiensesand became Presidentof Queen's College Cambridge.The transitionfrom
an Evangelicaldynasty to an academicelite was complete.

The aim of this thesis was to account for Venn's religious and academic identity within the
context of the inherited and acquired communities of which he was a part. In so doing, the
constituent elements of Venn's religious development have been traced and balanced against
the parallel emergence of a multi-stranded academic identity. This in turn has been related to
broader developments in Evangelicalism, College and University reform and
professional isation.

Venn's starting point in terms of his inherited religious identitywas a bond not to
Evangelicalismper se, but rather, attachmentto and respect for the authorityof those in his
family, particularlyhis father, who exemplifiedEvangelicalideas and values in practice. In
commonwith other Claphamfamilies, the example of the living Evangelicalsaints was
reinforcedby a strong sense of family tradition. For the Venns, this family tradition was
clerical as well as Evangelicalin nature.Additionally,as a student,Venn became aware that
to bear the Venn name was to be publiclyassociatedwith a particular party identity. Family
connexionand public reputationbroughtwith it a defined range of connectionand
association,such that Evangelicalismwas the only religious position that appearedto be
open to a young man with a respectfor his family and a desire to be religious.

This strong combination of family tradition and expectation, the forceful example of his father
and the lack of alternative influences can be seen to have given Venn a strong impetus in his
early religious direction: to the point of being ordained and undertaking clerical duty.
However, what is striking about Venn's religious identity as a young man was that it was
formed by his acceptance of religious authority and expectation, rather than by a sense of
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personalconversionor vocation.Venn's Evangelicalismwas underpinnedby attachmentto
the tradition and examplesestablishedin previous generations.It seems to have been
underminedrather than reinforced by contemporaryexperience. He was repelled rather than
inspired by the Evangelicalismof the students and clergymen he encounteredas an
undergraduateand curate.

As a curate, Venn started to explore a new range of reading and to establish a circle of
acquaintanceof his own choosing. He began to form his opinions by testing them out in
thought and discussion rather than by adopting ideas from respect or a feeling of being
constrainedby awe. This gradually entailed a shift in the basis on which Venn based his
theologicalengagementwith Evangelicalism.He sought to base his religious ideas on reason
rather than emotion. Such a change was not instantaneous,but rather a rebalancingof
religious identity as the impact of new ideas rippled outwards across positions adopted on the
basis of paternalauthority. Nor was the transition straightforwardand linear: changes in
private thinking and discussionwere not immediatelyreflected in public positions. It is what
Venn termed the 'oscillationsin belieFbetweeninherited beliefs and acquired identity that
makes Venn a particularlyinterestingstudy. His experiencegives a sense of the prolonged
and contradictorypressuresthat departurefrom a position related to family expectation,
public reputation,professionalstatus and social respectabilitycould entail. It is here that
dealing with religiousin terms of multiple elements, helps to facilitate an understandingof
Venn's development.Venn's developmentwas not neat and linear but the result of
overlappingand sometimescontradictorypositions and influences.

Venn did not experience a short period of intense intellectual or emotional turmoil followed by
emergence of a new certainty. This was less a crisis of faith or a crisis of vocation than a
prolonged conflict of authority between Evangelicalism as represented by his father and the
demands of a questioning academic approach. Nor did Venn follow Leslie Stephen into
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agnosticismand antagonismto the EstablishedChurch. Having first defined himself as a
Broad Churchman,Venn eventuallyfound that he could no longer honestly subscribeas a
clergymanto the 39 Articles and the Creed. Moving as he did to a doctrinallyless distinct
position,Venn appears to have eventually reachedthe point recognisedby his father,
Sidgwick and Leslie Stephen before him, that a clergyman had a certain obligationto
subscribeto a certain doctrinal standard. However,to the end of his life, Venn retained a form
of faith sufficientto allow his regular participationin Anglican services as a member of a
congregation.He saw the social importanceof religious participation,and lent his name to the
endeavourto find proof of an afterlife. He also retained considerableaffection for clerical life
and for the family tradition with which it was associated.

The change that Venn underwent in relation to his religious identity was paralleled by the
acquisition of an academic identity - or rather, identities, as once again, there were a number
of strands apparent. Venn's academic career was facilitated by institutional reform of the
University to provide opportunities for academic work and preferment detached from religious
expectations. Within this context, Venn became a committed University lecturer, who in turn
played his part in University reform, in shaping the direction of a new discipline, and who
participated in a closer academic relationship with his students. Inextricably linked with his
teaching role, was Venn's contribution to research and scholarship. Ideas developed in the
lecture-room became enduring contributions to academic thought. This academic identity was
formed and reinforced amid a network of like-minded men who taught alongside each other,
served on the same committees, reviewed each others'works, and who shared a common
academic commitment to a questioning approach to knowledge.

Through this biographical study of Venn, a notable descendant of an Evangelical dynasty and

an early example of academic professionalisationhas been documentedsubstantivelyfor the
first time. Venn's experiencehas in turn been shown to be an entry point to exploringthe
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nature of selected religiousand academic networks,as well as changes in a number of
communitiesand institutions.Nowhereis this clearer than in the explorationof the
developmentof collegiate identity. From the perspectiveof Venn's membershipof Caius, it
has been possibleto observe changes in the way that religious identity was characterised,
the way that the academicfunction of a college was defined, and the way that the historical
identity of Caius was expressed.

It has not been the intentionto argue that Venn was an influential religiousfigure. Nor can it
be argued that the son of an elite Evangelicalfamily, a fellow of the Royal Society and
Presidentof a Cambridgecollege was necessarilyrepresentativeof a generation.However,
the stock of biographicalexamplesthat can be drawn upon in writing about the post-Clapham
developmentof Evangelicalismhas been extended,enabling new comparisonsto be drawn
with contemporarieslike Leslie Stephen.Venn's experiencealso usefully encapsulatesand
enlargesunderstandingof related historiographicalstrands, such as understandingof the
nature of crises of faith and vocation.

Venn's significanceis not, however,confined to the sphere of the history of religion.The
academic reputationof his body of work both as a logician and a biographerhas retained a
general currencythat arguablysurpassesthat of contemporarieslike Sidgwick.As an
academicfigure, Venn was influentialwithin Cambridge.Pupils like John Maynard Keynes
cited the direct influenceof his work; generationsof schoolchildrenmake referenceto Venn
diagrams;and academic historiansstill have frequent recourseto Alumni Cantabrigienses.
This study has set out the key influencesand networksthat shaped this work and sought to
assess Venn's work within its intellectualcontext.

Venn's career also has a broader interest in offering a more rounded portrait of nineteenth
century professionalisation in academia than that of someone like Leslie Stephen. What has
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been illustratedthrough Venn's example is a complex definition of academicidentity
constitutedof institutionalparticipation,membershipof networks,adoptionof identified
functionsand values, as well as engagementwith particularideas. To add further nuance to
this picture,Venn himself recognisedthat he was part of a transitionalgenerationin
academia.His work cut across disciplinaryboundaries.He collaboratedwith intellectuals
operatingoutside the academic boundariesof the University.He taught in a subject area
which was neither full secularisednor fully developed. In short, Venn was both clergymanand
don.

Venn was the acknowledgedbiographicalhistorianof not only of his family, but also of his
College and University.This painstakingwork has also stood the test of time, with Alumni
Cantabrigiensesremainingthe key first point of general referencefor biographicalinformation
on membersof the University.To understandthe genesis, strengthsand weaknessesof
Venn's biographicalworks, located in a matrix of antiquarian,family and scientific influences,
is thus to achieve a clearer, critical understandingof key sources for the writing of College
and Universityhistory.

In each strand of this work, Venn demonstrateda strong sense of the religious and academic
traditionsto which he belonged.The spiritual bonds with those who had gone before might
have been broken, but Venn demonstrateda continuingrespect and affectionfor his saintly
forebears, building literary monumentsthrough his publishedfamily histories.Venn
acknowledgedthe debt he owed his academicforebears in the historical surveys he
incorporatedinto his logical works; and, through structured biographies,he exploredthe
genealogyof the academiccommunitiesto which he belonged.Venn's work as a College and
family biographerhas highlightedthe importanceof continuity as a concept in itself. Through
his historicalworks, Venn tried to bridge the gaps representedby religious change and by
Universityreform, and tried to construct historicalcontinuities. In so doing, Venn has been
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shownto have contributedin turn to the formation and presentationof Caian and Venn
identity.

What is notable about Venn is the extent of his connectionsand contacts.These cut across a
numberof groups,from Evangelicalto academicelites, from Anglican clergy to honest
doubtersand scientific naturalists.This thesis takes for its title the idea of intersectingsets
not just as a referenceto Venn's own branch of logic, but also an apt way of encapsulating
the groups betweenwhich Venn moved. For example,Venn's professionalidentityas an
academicrested on a number of parallel networks- institutional,intellectualand social. The
men alongsidewhom he taught, examinedand refined the Universitycurriculumwere in turn
linked with the men with whom he exchangedarticles, letters and reviews. Institutionaland
academiclinks were reinforcedthrough social contact, either in societies like the Grote Club
or the Society for PsychicalResearch,or across the dinner table as the Venns joined a
networkof prominent Universityfamilies. The idea of intersectingsets - or an examinationof
the institutions,networksand ideas with which Venn engaged- has offered a viable
frameworkthrough which to tease out some of the complexitiesof Venn's religious and
academicidentity.

It has proved importantto look at Venn's career in the round - not simply as a fellow or a
clergyman,a logician or an antiquarian,a teacher or a scholar - but seeing each of these as
contributingparts of Venn's identity. In this way it has been possible,for instance,to
demonstratea clear overlap or intersectionbetweenthe methodologiesand ideas that Venn
employedas a College annalist,family historian and a logician. It is my contentionthat it is in
these intersecting,sometimesseeminglycontradictory,circles of associationand ideas that
we find a meaningfulway of examiningVenn's religious and academic identities - effectively
by creating the Venn diagram of an intellectualelite.
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