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Abstract

Until relatively recently, single motherhood in Ireland, could result in stigmatisation,
social exclusion and institutionalisation. This thesis examines the ways in which three
generations of womeim Irish families talked about single motherhood. Interviews were
conducted with seven intergenerational families of women in family groups. Follow up
interviews were carried out with each woman individually after the family interviews. At
least one othe women in each family of three generations had, at some point in her life,
been pregnant and unmarried under the age of 20 and had kept the child. The research
was informed by social constructionism and critical discursive psychological
methodologies.Despite protestations of change and openness to sexual freedoms in Irish
society, the research identified discourses of progress and social change alongside
discourses of chastity and sexual morality. Drawing on these discourses, single mothers
and theirfamilies used complex strategies to construct respectability. Good mothering
identities were taken up alongside neoliberal concerns and sexigmhatisation was

avoided bytaking up positions of naiveté and sexual innocence. Moreover, family
identities were constructed collaboratively in the narratives of the women. These
narratives reinforced gender roles, constructed family support during pregnancy and
following the birth of a child, but also attributed blame and applied sanctions to single
motheNBE ® ClF GKSNAR 2F aAy3afS Y2GKSNBER 6SNB | NE
unsanctioned pregnancies, whilst fathers of children were argued as necessary, if
sometimes unwilling, participants in the lives of childrefhe thesis contributes an
undergandingof how Irish women live and how they understand and are allowed to
understand themselves as well as the ways in which family respectability is negotiated
collaboratively. It also adds to our understanding of the ways in which family identities

canbe maintained and sustained in family interaction in the context of identity trouble.
7



Chapter 1. IntroductionSngle Motherhood in Ireland

Chapter lintroduction: Sngle Motherhood in Ireland

This thesis is about single motherhoodlieland. It is also about the ways in which Irish
women talk about single motherioa in families, specificallp families where one or more

of the women hasat some point in her lifebeen pregnant, unmarried and under the age

of 20 and kept the childThe topic of single motherhood is one that has been of significance
in Irish public discourse in various ways throughout my own life and the lives of the women

who participated in this research.

The occasion in 2016 of the commemorations of 100 yeaxzdihe 1916 rising, which
0S3AFyYy LNBflFIYyRQa NRdziS (2 0SO2YAy3a AYyRSLIS
of projects which often involved reflection on the period since independence. One such
project was the quest, by the National broadcasteiTEand An Post (the postal service),

G2 FTAYR LNBf I y R fointhal8sy100fykads?2 Aizedg ih& shadstedpdems
was one that was written by Paula Meehan. The poem concerns the story of a{fyeen

old girl, Ann Lovett, who died ale, having given birth to a child who also died, beside a

grotto in the village of Granard, Co. Longfard1984.

Accordingo Maguire (2001)it took two weeks for the story of Ann Lovett to be reported

in the national newspapers in Ireland. It wagarg, she claims, that was given only a brief
accountin the local paper in County Longford, where Ann was born and where she died.
al 3dzANB | NHdzSa (KI{d !'yyQa RSIFGK 2LISYSR d

single motherhood: a topic, she argyélat had not been addressed in this way in public



Chapter 1. IntroductionSngle Motherhood in Ireland

discourse LINE @A 2 dzaf & @ al 3dzZANB o6uwnnm0 Of FAYa
W2 dzii L2 dzNJ whishCloudd s irttinlfo&u in letters that were sent to, arguatie

most popular radio sbw in the country, The Gay Byrne Show.

Many of the letters were read out on the radio show and related what Maguire describes
4 WLINBGA2dzat e dzyi2fRQ &ad2NAS& 2F LNRAK
addition there wereaccounts from others who wrote to defend their support for an
amendment to the Irish Constitutiotmat banned abortion in all caspsxcept where there

was an immediate threat to the life of the pregnant woman and which gave equal rights to
Wdzy 6 2 NI QOK A/TRRNEY 2 | KS NB Q @ ¢tKAa FYSYRYSyl

shortly before the death of Ann Lovett aridemains in force today.

The popularity of the poem, which is reproduced in Appendix A, is an indication of the
complex and often troubled we in which topics such as sexual morality, worsaip
public sites of worship are constructed in Irelantt also reflects a period in relatively
recent Irish history that makes for an uncomfortable assessment of how women and young

girls, regarded asexual transgressors, were treated.

It is this history which fams the backdrop for this thesis. The research investgfaeetalk

of women across three generations of Irish families. | interviewed each of the seven
families who took part in the remrch as a family group. The interviews were in two parts
with a break in the middle. | then interviewed each woman separately after the family
interviews. In order to participate in the resear@ny one of the womemi eachfamily

had to haveat somne point in her fie, been pregnant, unmarriedjnder the age of 20and

have gone on to keep the child. The reasons for this particular combination of participants
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will be discussed idetail, in chapters 3 and4, but, in brief, the participant profile as
basedon a number of factors. Firstlgingle motherhood has historically impacted on all
women in a family (EarnéByrne, 2008)so it was important to interview families of women
together. Secondly, single motherhood has a history of chargfigghaisation, which
means that the topidias beerconstructed differently at different times in the lives of the
women who took part in the study. This meant that an intergenerational design provided
useful insights into how talk about single motherhood is geoh across generations.
Thirdly, stigma relating to single motherhood has diminished in Ireland but is still evident
in relation to teenage motherhood (Hyde, 2000). For this reasamanted to include
women who had been teenage mothers, rather thargggnmothers more generally. The
reason that only one woman in the family needed to have beenumgaingle mother for
inclusionin the research, is that births to women under twenty are recordesdry low
numbers. They reachefl2% of all births in 999 and are currently at 1.9%since 2015
(C.S.0., 2017). Single motherhood has been of substantial public interest in Ireland in

recent decades and has been the subjeamofchpublic debate and commentary.

1.1 Single motherhood in context

As | editthis chapterin June 2017 Here is a story in the online newspaptre Journal.ie

about women who are protesting outside the Irish parliament (The Journal.ie, 2017). The
headline reads You weren't allowed touch your own babyour own flesh and bbd'- and

the byline says- W{ dzZNIA @2N&E 2F (GKS al IRFfSyS [ I d

8SAGSNRIe OFffAy3a F2NI I GNHziK O2YYAaaArzy
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The story concerns a group of women who allege that the governrhest failed to
investigate fullythe links between three kinds of Cathe@hurchrun institution. They
further allege that there has been a failure to fully investighierole that thestate played

in fundingthe institutionsand facilitatingthe transfer of peoplebetween them. The three
institutions in question arglndustrial Reformatory Schools, Magdalénaundries and
Mother and Baby homes. The Industrial Reformatory school network existedtpioe
formation of the state. Havever, an investigation thatdgan in 200Q and which was
published in 2009found that at varying times in different institutions from 1945 to the
mid-1990s children had been subjected to physical, emotigrad sexual abuse in these
institutions and that the abuser§members of rabious ordery were protected from
punishment by the Church (Ryan, 2009)he Industrial Reformatory schools are relevant
to the Magdalene laundries becausae of the routes of entry to Magdalene Laundries

was by transfer from Industrial Reformatory Solso(McAleese, 2013).

The Magdalene Laundries included a number of instituttbashoused women who were
NEIFNRSR a4 WFIEfSy 62YSYyQT 62YSy 66K2 4SS
those who were thought to be vulnerable to sexeabploitation and those who became
pregnant whilst unmarried (Smith, 2004). Catholic homes were managed by varying orders

of nuns andevangelical Protestants ran the Bethany hotaesimilar kind of institution)

! The Magdalene homes were named after the biblical Mary Magdalene who was also known as Mary of
Magdela. She was portrayed as a reformed prostitute, though the Catholic Church revised this version in
1969. Theristitutions are sometimes referred to with the spelling Magdalen and this is the preferred
spelling for historians. It is also the spelling that was used in the official report into the homes. For the
purpose of this thesis, | will use Magdalene, becabgeis the spelling that is used by advocacy groups.

4
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Inglis (1988) argues that the purpose of Kuc K2 YSa ¢l a (GKS WNE-

O2y il Ay YSyl 2 WheYastbfithe Magdalene 2avirgijedclosed in 1996.

In 201Q an advocacy groupcalled Justice for Magdalenesubmitted a report (J.F.M.,
2010) to the Irish Human Rights CommissioR@) In jthey claimed thatbetween 1922

and 1996, when the last of the laundries closed, 30 000 women were detained in ten
laundries across Ireland and were forced to wibrdre, sometimes on state contracts. The
submission contained accounts fronomien about their admission and incarceration
Magdalene Laundries The following is an extract of witness testimony from the report

about the admission procedures:
When | got there they..(Religious staff)..took all your clothes off..
(crying)... Cut all your hair off and bandaged youbreasts).. up so that

€2dz g2dzAf RyQi t221 tA1S I IANIZ 06SOI dza$s

devil.

hy GKS RIFe@ 2F | RYAdarAzy oodod GKS ydzy al
.X.(notownname).R2y Qi GStt Iye2yS 4KSNB &2dz
I NB & o OM@a> HamnX LI

I will return to this extract further in chapter 2, when | discuss the construdiadentities.

In response to the JFM submissjtre Irish Human Rights Commissioh (R.C.goncluded

that there was evidence that the state had failed to protect women and young girls from
WENDBAGNI NBE RSOSY(IA2Y QT WT 2 NDSTReykecfmmeanady LIdz
a government inquirye set up(l.H.R.C., 2010)h& subsequent imnestigation (McAleese,
2013) examined some aspects of the allegations madelbstice for Magdaleneand
concluded that the government shoubdly compensation to the womg(iMcAleese, 2013).

On 19 February 2013, An Taoiseach, Enda Kenny (the Irish PrirateNJioffered a public
5
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apology in the Irish ParliameriOireachtasdebates, 2013)Part of this apology will be
reproduced and discussed in chapter 3

The third kind of institution that the news article at the start of the chapter refers to is a
network of mother and baby homes. Mother arhby homes were institutions which
unmarried pregnant women were housedHere they gave birth to children, many of
whom were given up for adoption. These institutions, the last of which closed in 1996
(Smith, 2004)are the subject of a further current investigation. This investigation follows
an analysis of recorded deaths imeo of the homes at Tuam, Co. Galway, by a local
historian, Catherine Corless (2014). She found that 768 children were recorded as having
died at the home between 1925 and 1961, a figure far in excess of infant mortality rates of
the time. It had been abed that many of these infants were buried in the grounds of the
mother and baby home, in a disused septic tank. In 28l&mmission of investigation
was set up to investigate these claims and2@17, it published an interim report
(Commission of Inwtigation, 2017). The investigation found that a number (yet to be
confirmed) of bodies of infants were interred in the grounds of the mother and baby home.
The investigation has more work to do. It remains to be seen whether or not the campaign
by the women in the article mentionecdbove will be successful, anthether a wider
investigation linking all mother and baby homes, Magdalene Laundgiesl Industrial

Reformatory Schoo]svill be commissioned.

2 Af YSNI | YR ¢ dz] | dzhdt the révEhtiohsiabouiptite mbtheB ated baby
home in Tuam emerged from a historical situatiany ¢ KA OK (G KS WARS2f :
GKS y204A2y 2F | al ONRalyOd ylrdA2yltt ARSY

religious institutionghat were neitheracknowledged nor challende They go on to argue
6
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that amultitude of representations in filmand televisionas well as mediatories relating

to Magdalene laundries and other institutions, have mobilised public opinion in
condemnation of the dehumanisat of women. However, vinether or not Wilmer and

¢ dz] | dz& (2013) {cldir® &hat there is a complete change in opinion relating to the
condemnation and dehumanisation of women, isiatter for some debate. Nevertheless
there is certainly a great deal @ublic interest in Ireland in the kind of fictional and
OA23ANI LIKAOFf NBLINBaSydalragArAzya GKFEG 2Af YSN
adaptations ofThe Secret Scripturey Sebastian Barry in 201&hd Philomenaby Martin

Sixsmith in 2015vere bah met with critical acclaim and a great deal of public interest.

1.2 Irish identities and change

The incarceration of women in Magdalene Laundries and theing housed in aetwork

of Mother and Baby homes arose from a specific set of historicalmstances.Ferriter
(2009) argues that following the declaration of the Irish Republic in 18®re was a
deliberate and seltonscious attempt to construct a particular kind of identity for Irish
people. The following is an excerpt from a speech fitbm leader of the country, An

¢CF2AaSFEOKY 9FY2yy 5S4n1948 NI = 2y {0 t I G§NRO

The ideal Ireland that we would have, the Ireland that we dreamed of, would
be the home of a people who valued material wealth only as a basis for right
living, of a gople who, satisfied with frugal comfort, devoted their leisure

to the things of the spirit a land whose countryside would be bright with
cosy homesteads, whose fields and villages would be joyous with the sounds
of industry, with the romping of sturdyhddren, the contest of athletic

youths and the laughter of happy maidens, whose firesides would be forums
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for the wisdom of serene old age. The home, in short, of a people living the

life that God desires that men should live (Transcript from RTE arghives
This much quotedand misquotedspeech encapsulates a variety of facets of how identities
of Irish people were envisioned. The people of the land are constructed as living simple
lives in rural settings; a spiritual unmaterialistic peopdeA G K WK I LJJE Y|l AR

serene old age. It is theSgappy maiden&hat are of interest in this thesis.

Since Eamonn DeValera made the speech quoted above, there has been substantial chang
in Ireland. The Celtic Tiger years of the 1990s gagd¢o some prosperity and at the same

time the influence of the Catholic Church had begun to wane (Ferriter, 2009; Inglis, 2002).
Smith (2007) argues that a history of sexual repression and cruelty to women is commonly
positioned as part of a dark pasthich reflects moral standards that no longer apply in
O2YUGSYLIR2NINE LNBfFYyR® ¢t KSaS Y2 Ndanfrelaadd | y |
which was influenced by the moral standards of the Catholic Church and one which has

little relevance to tle more enlightened socially progressive Ireland that exists today.

There has certainly been a change in approach to the kinds of sexual behaviour that are
socially sanctioned in Ireland. In May 20lt8land legalised same sex marriage by popular
vote. ¢ KAA RSQ@St2LIYSyld o6Fa KFEAfTSR Ay Ylyeée yS

well known Irish Times columnj€ A y G | y ,pbtfe¢ 2 2 € S

LG t221a €tA1S || GAOG2NER F2NJ G2f SNIyOSo
¢2t SN yOS ABYREI G ya 23N IWNG OA2dza I22RY
l62dzi &b &Ay3d a,2dz R2 &2dzNJ 26y (GKAYy3d 20
f2y3 4 @2dz R2y Qi 020GKSNJ dzaéd ¢KS NB&?2
KFra €STd G2t SNIyOS FTIN oa8KBEYRDI Vié¥a2NB
LGBT people are msour sons and daughters, mothers and fathers, brothers

8
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and sisters, neighbours and friends. We were given the chance to say that.

We were asked to replace tolerance with the equality of citizenship. And we
tookitinbail K I NXY& FyR KdzZa3aSR Al Ot2aS wddp8
useless, unproductive division. There is no longer a Liberal Ireland and a
Conservative Ireland. The cleavage between rural and urban, tradition and
modernity that has shaped so manytb& debates of the last four decades

has been repaired. This is a truly national momenas joyful in Bundoran

as it is Ballymun, in Castlerea as it is in Cobh. Instead of Liberal Ireland and

Conservative Ireland we have a decent, democratic Irelafiio¢@, 2015)

CAYUllY hQ¢22fSQa NBLINBASY(l (ke @aularitydl t |
tFdzf I aSSKFIyQa adlFN] NBFEtSOGA2y 2y bBeKS O
poem aboutthe story of Ann Lovett, offer powerful examplesonfrrent discourses about
public attitudes to sexual behaviouks | will discuss in chapters 3 andhEre is no doubt

that substantial social and economic changes have occurred in Ireland acrddstiimes

of thethree generations of women who tookapt in the study.

The changesinclude thedevelopment of rural electrification, which accelerated in the
1960s and 197Qsand the introduction of free secondary level education for all in 1966
within the lifetime of the grandmother generations. ThayludeL NB f | y @ &e Sy i
European Economic Community in 1973 #relresulting social and economic changes that

resulted.

The mass emigration from lIreland during the 1980s due atdack of economic
opportunities, is in the living menory of the daughér generation Women of this

generation had much greater access to work than their mothers, particularly following the
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removal of the ban on married women working outside the home in 197addition,this
generation saw the introductiof over the counter contraception from 1992 and the

introduction of divorce in 1998 ennedy, 2001)

The youngest generation of womemere born duringthe boom years of the so called
W/ St  AoDthetl 998STHEY saw increased economic prospeldty well agshanging
populations from outside of Ireland. Kirby, et @002) clainthat Ireland reinveted itself
duringthis period, and that at this tima new model of social and economic governance
emerged.Inglis (2014argues that the Celtic tiger years of th@9Ds brought prosperity to
Ireland which, despite an economic decline starting in 26@&ver changed the ways in
which people livelnglis claims thalreland has changeftom becoming an almost entirely
homogenous and primarily Roman Catholic sogigty one that is now multcultural,
bringinga new and vibrant cultural identity-dle goes on to argue thain contemporary

Ireland family and community have replaced religiousues as sources of idenyit

There have also been changes to the ways in which sexuality is regandedtition to the
legalisation of same sex marriage by popular vote in 2003,3June 2017, Leo Varadkar,
an openly gay politicignvas electedhs Taoiseachn addition there hadeen a substantial
change in the numbers of women having children outside of marriage. In tf8@igure
was 5%. BR015,the number had reached 36.4€.S.0., 2016)his would seem to suggest

that Old Ireland is gone arttiat the New Irelangso tospeakiis different.

This thesiswill trouble this conceptualisation of complete change in the identities of Irish
people. Yes, there has been a changié@ways inwhich identities of Irishness have been

constructed with a related change in the wayin which Irish people take up identities.

10
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However,for the women in this studythe older discourses of Christian morality mingle
with newer discourses of economic citizenship. These in turn are troubled by mothering
identities old and new. In additip families and family interactions serve to construct,
correct, maintainand sustain narratives about identities of families and family members.
As well as thisthe discourses of progress and charthat have been discussed so far in

this chapter mustlsobe negotiated In this thesisl will argue thatirish people have not
WoNR]1SY FTNBSQ 27 (tgssoiCsBhjedtifichtibra y 1 8 &8z& S T E R
(Foucault, 1982ferminology. The processesadbjectification, dividing practiceand self
surveillancestill continue to construct subjectivitiesHowever,they do so inways that

integrate old and new forms of discursive resoylicecomplex and interesting ways

One potential source of identities that is not explicitly addressethis thesis is that of
social class. Class identities are only considered in this study in relation to the ways in
which certain kinds of peoplare devalued in talbecause they are considered to be poor
and undeserving or burdensome. The reasos tbpic has not been explicitly addressed

is that the Irish class system does not map neatly on to class divisions that are identified in
United Kingdom or North American contexts. So if | had used these terms | might have
constructed a picture of my resezh participants and what they had to say that did not
reflect the social context in which the research took place. This has much to do with the
social and economic history of Ireland. As will be discussed in Chapter 4, following
independence social statures were largely organised to support the needs and interests

of an ascendant farming class (Kennedy, 2001). As Table 2 in that chapter shows,
industrialisation has been far less significant in Irish society than other forms of labour such

as agricultue, and therefore simple use of class descriptors might indicate a narrative of
11
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class that does not fit with the particular context of this research. Furthermore, none of
the participants located themselves within any particular social class, so | dattaotpt

to identify a social class on their behalf

1.3 Researching single motherhood: discourse and psychology

This thesis takes the perspective of social constructionism (Gergen, 1999; Berger and
Luckmann, 1991). It assumes that individuals are ltona cultural context that has an
array of culturaly available sets of meaningsd ways of being a person. As | will argue in
chapter 2, thisapproachfollows the work of Michel Foucault (2006, 2002, 1988, 1986, and

1977) which arguegshat subjectivites are constructeth discourse.

In examining the topic of single motherhood across generations, | will use methodological
approacheshatSYSNHSR T2t f 26 A yA Ay UYal2deNgt (0 25 andlr S//3Q
the development of discursive psycholo@Potter & Wetherell, 1987; Billig, 1987; Billig,
1988). Discursive researchers in psychology argue tagter than focusing on internal
states which cannot be observed, the focus of investigation in psychology should be on the
ways in which meaningae negotiated in talk and interaction. It is by analysis of talk and
interaction, and the ways in which it is managed, that an understanding of the complexity

of human meaning making can be accessed.

In paticular, the analysis will be informed iy K 8 YW &K SGA O | LILINR | OKQ 0
ONARGAOIEf RAAOMZNBAAQGS LAEOK2f 2385 GgKAOK (Gl
analysis of talk. The top down approach examines prevailing discourses within a particular
context, while bottom up analyses»amine the ways in which these are lived out in the

patterned and ordered wgs by which people interact. Critical discursive psycholalgp

12
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examines the contradictions that arise from the multitude of competing discourses that are
drawnuponintalk (BilA 3> Mdpyy O ® L3O 7FdzNIsito&edd | NIBldpElag |
1988) in specific contexts of time and place. In examining the topic of single motherhood
in Ireland the situated nature of the positioning of single mothers is clearly apparent.
Single mothers have been anddwill argue continue to be problematized in a variety of
ways. This will be explored further in Chapter 3. The aim of this thesis then,ts &gk
WgKe FFNB aAay3aftsS Y20KSNA | LINRof SYKQ 2NJ
Y 2 (i K S NKaherRie @esearchexamines how single motherhood is presented as a
problem and how womenimpacted by problematizing discoursegegotiate identities.

2 SGKSNBft OoHnnp0 FNBdzSa GKIF G WathaRddadof ligeQ | 1

up to social ideals and expectations. It is this tdeubat is of interest in this thesis

1.4 The research questions

The quesons exploredwvere as follows:

1 What discourses did the women draw upon when talking about single
motherhood?

1 How were discourses mobilised and resisted?

1 How were versions of family worked up in the interviews?

1 How did the families collaborate in working up versions of events anthsleé/es?

T What dilemmas and contradictions arose in the talk of the women?

13
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1.50verview of thesis

Chapter 2,Constructing knowledgdnvestigatingPsychologies sets out the theoretical
basis for the thesis and justifies social constructionism fraraework for understanding
single motherhood. It argues that therocess ofidentification of variables for
measurementin order to establish cause and effecgntral to a positivist, realist paradigm

is flawed because the variables themselves arecaasoonstruction. | argue that the most
relevant approach to understanding single motherhood in Irish families is one that is
grounded in social constructionism. The work of Michel Foucaudt later developments

of his theory provides a basis for werstanding the ways in which subjectivities are
produced in discourse. The chapter then goes on to discuss the contribution of discursive
psychology as a set of methodological approaches for investigating the discursive
production of subjectivities. $we of the debates that have arisen within discursive
LJAe OK2f 238 NS RAaOdzaadSR FyR L | NHdzS GKI
most useful for informing the research.

Chapter 3 The Making of Happy Maidens examines some of the ways in whic
motherhood, female sexuality, single motherhqahd young single motherhood have
been constructed. The background and history of single motherhood in Irelamd the
specific ways in which single mothers and those thought to be sexually activeilgaced,
incarcerated and made invisible g A f f 6S RAA0dzaaSR® LG @A
OLYIEAEAY HAnnuO 2F LINRofSYFOAT SR 62YSy | N
behaviour more generally. The chapteavill also discuss the construati of maternal
identities, as selsacrificirg, caring,and critical to the wellbeing of childrett.will go on to

examine he ways in which sexuality has been regulatedparticular for women, and
14



Chapter 1. IntroductionSngle Motherhood in Ireland

discuss some of the changes that have occurred for wosimee the formation of the state.

| will argue that here now appears to be some scope for women as sexually independent
beings, butthat those who are categorised as promiscuous are frequently constructed as
not meding acceptable social norms. A woyh@ & & Sobceézindrriedicd partnered, it

is argued, is positioned in relation to her role as a heterosexual partner to a man. The
chapter concludes that the stigmatisation of out of wedlock parenting has begelja
replaced bythe stigmatisation ofyoung mothers (often identified as teenagers), who,are

or are believed to bewelfare dependent and without a partner.

Chapter 4 FamilyMatters, reviews literature in relation to constructions of famignd
assumptions about what makes a family. It argues that the concept of the famdywhat
constitutes an aceptable family formis related to the economic activities of family
members The specific ways in which Irish families have been constrirctd recent

past and somerecent demogaphic changesare presented. Some models of the ways in
which family interactions are mutually constructed by family memlaeesdiscussedvork

that examires the importance ofnarrative and storytelling in faryi interactionis also
reviewed The chapter goes on to examine some of the ways in which family roles are
gendered and the ways in which family relationships have been theorised. The topic of
single fathers is discusseil is argued that unmarried thers are frequently invisible in

academic literature and in public discourse.

Chapter 5 Collectindgralk, gives an account and justification of the methods that were used
to obtain and analyse data. The design of recruitment materials that did ndbpasngle

mothers as problematic butt the same timewere explicit enough for participants to

15
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identify themselves is discussed. Ethical procedures are described for both the
recruitment and the conduct of the interviews. | argue that interviewing tees most
useful way of collecting data for the research and discuss the interviewing method
(Wengraf , 2001) that was adapted for data collection. The chapter includes a profile of
the participants in the research and my own profile and perspectigearesearcher.
Details of the method of transcription are provided and | go on to describe the process of
data analysis. The chapter ends with an overview of some cduthgtic concepts that

informed the analysis.

Chapter 6 Discourses oingle Motherhood, is the first of three empirical chapters. This
chapter examines some of the versions of single mdtbed that the women use in their
talk. It argues that women draw on common discourses relating to motherhood, single
motherhood, participation inthe world of work and sexual stigmatisation. Three
discourses that are utilised by the women when talking about single motherhood are
discussed the sexually stigmatised womathe neoliberal failureand the good mother

like any other The analysis Widemonstrate that these discourseseanot challenged in
themselves rather, the women mobilise these resources in wayst allow them to
negotiate the trouble that arises in the context of single motherhobldey resisbeing
positioned wihin some ofthe discourses whilst at the same time positioning imagined
others within them It is argued thadue to the troubled nature of single mother identities,
the women work up versions of themselves as respectable and as not fitting the negative
connotationsattached to the single mother discourses identified in the tatkorder to do

thisG KSe L & yS3IlFiAgS RA&AO2dzNBSa G2 AYIl 3T
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GKSe G118 dzLJ 6GKS RA&AO02dzNES 2F WdkighRvhioch2 (1 K ¢

constructs respectable identities.

Chapter 7FamilyRoles andrelationshipspresentsempirical findingswhich demonstrate

the ways in which the women construgersions of family relationships in the context of
single motherhood. The chter presentsdata thatshowthat single motherhood is not

just a site of trouble for the woman herself but also for her familglk about protecting

the family reputation from the imagined gaze of otheasid of keeping family secrets
presented. Namatives in wich out of wedlock pregnancy wémsdden from the gaze of
others are discussedlong with discoursethat relate the pregnancy of a young woman to
poor parenting by her own parents. The ways in which the roles of asdfiathers of single
mothers and as fathers of the children of single mothemad how theyappear in the talk
isalso discussed. The fathers of the women are constructed as being disappointed by their
RIFIdAK(ISNARQ dzy S E;ls8retim8sRas auBif YigurgOand sorimees as
ddzZLILR2 NI AGBS 2F (GKSANI RFddZAKGSNBQ SY2GA2Yy 1§
important and relevant to the ongoing wellbeing of childrenparticular sons, but do not

appear to be constructed as essential to the women themselves.

Chaper 8, ManagingTalk inFamilies presents some of the discursive strategies that were
used when the women collaborated together in talk. The first section presentaltalkt

talk and demonstrates ways in which delicate subjects are managed when there is an
expectation that strong emotions will result. Pregnancies are identified as either
sanctioned or unsanctioned and the differences in the ways in which this kind of news is

related are discussed. The use of silences and omissions is argued to be an essential face

17
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of communicating informatiothat may not be welcomed by the hearer. The chapter goes
on to examine ways in which emotions relating to discomfort andesmif) ae narrated in
relation to unsanctioned pregnancies. The final section of this chapter looks at some of
the ways in which families collaborate to narrate versions of themselves as families. It
argues that particular kinds of narrative (Taylor & Littletd006) communicate morals and
values that are art of family identities. Families in this context negotiagtories about
themselvesand talk of the ways in which identitieare maintained,corrected, and

reinforced in talk.

Chapter 9,(oncludingthe Thesis identifies the contribution of the research to new
knowledge and understanding. | return to the research questions and argue that the
research is enormously consequential for understanding the ways in which women live
their lives in the early pandf the 21 century. The contribution to theorisation of discursive
projection, onto imagined exemplarsas a way of avoiding particular discoursés
discussed This adds to existing theorisation on discursive projection (McAvoy, ,2009)
identifying dscursive projection asn accomplishment of discursive delicacy that is
dependent on contextual knowledgeavailable to spakers | argue that despite
protestations of change in Irish social values, single motherhood remains troubled and that

this troubleis managed collectively within family groups.
¢CKS FTRILIFGAZ2Y 2F 2SyaANI FQA 6 H A discorsivey S |
psychology iddentified as a potential tool for future researchers. The chapter also

highlightsthe contribution of the esearch interviews as a resource for future research and

argues that further analysis could provide a basis for additional theorisation of affect in talk

18
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(McAvoy, 2015; Wetherell, 2012)then go on toreflect on my own role in the construction
of the krowledgein this thesis and consideny relation to the topic, my choice of research

methods and the procedures that | used for collectiagd andysingthe data.
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Chapter2. Constructingknowledge:investigating psychologies

In examining single motherhood across generatjang focus has been on the ways in
which meanings are constructad the cultural am historical contextwithin whichthe
researchis situated In this pursuitl am taking an explicitly social csiructionist approach
that argues thatindividuals arefundamentally enmeshed within social, cultyrand
historical processes. This is a particularly usgipt@ach for studying single motherhood,
sincethe meanings attributed to single motherhodgve changed over timdt has meant
(and means) different things in different context$his change in meaning, as | will argue
in chapter 3, has been quitesubstantial in Ireland | will argue that identities are
constructed from thediscursive resources &b are available to the women and that

therefore, this approach is the most relevant and usefud the topic under investigatian

z A

Iwillbeginthech LJG SNJ 6 AGK + RA&Odzaairzy 27F (K RS¢
(Young, 2009and note its application to teenage mothdiserry, 2007) | will then go on

to show how ths moral panic has been taken uppsychology text books that have been
produced for undergraduate students. The chapter will go on to discuss the theoretical
basis of tle thesis.C 2 dzO lwdrk (fFd@cault, 1986; Foucault, 198=jucault, 1977) will
argue,provides gplausibleand useful basis for the ontological positiohthis thesis that

subjects are constructed in discourse

The chapter will then go on taliscuss my choicef discursivepsychology as the
epistemologicalpproachto analysing data | will briefly review debates between two

strands of discursive psychology conversation analyticallyoriented approachesand
20
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discursive psychology (Schegloff, 1997; Billig, 1999a; Billig, 1999b; Schegloff, 1999a
Shegloff, 1999b) and will argue in favour of an approach informed by the synthetic
approach proposed bwetherell (1998) The various threads ofgtursive psychologhat

inform the analysi# this thesiwill also be discussedn addition,becausehe negotiation

of troubled identities ione thatis infused with emotional content, | will discuss thays

in which critical psywlogical discourse analysiseorises emotions and talk @motion.

2.1Variable variables and changing psychologies

Theapproach | took in this thesis builds arcritique of the adaptation of natural science
methods to understanding the social worl@Questionsabout the usefulness of positivist
inspired methodsemerged ¥ 2t f 26Ay 3 gKI G0 a2YS KI @S RS:
LJa & OK 2 f 2 3 & ((Pakkgt, 1898) hadeaperias® @lation to the use ofmethods,

which isolate cause and effedtave been criticised in a number of ways (Smith, 1998

offers a clear review of this approach)

One important aspect of the critique is the claim that the isolation of variables for
observation and measurementn®t a neutral activity. Rathevariables can frequentlye
seen as constructionthat are brought into being for the purpose of a stydgther than
objects that exist in a neutral fashion.Il am going to arguehat the presentation of
variablesas neutal and naturally occurrindgpasresulted in the reinforcement of social and

cultural assumptiondn relation to young single motherhood

In order to demonstrate the ways in which single motherhood has been constructed in

some academic literatuth it oA ff 065 dzaSTFdzZ (2 SEFYAYS (
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(2009)claims thatthe concept of moral panic was first developed in the 1960smake

sense of responses to changes in the structures and values of society. Moral panic was the
term usedto describe the ways in which particular groups of people are constructed as
deviant and potentially a threat to social orggloung men regarded as delinquentor
example,as well asippies, marijuana users, those who demonstrate against wars etc. In
recent decadesKerry (2007) argues there has been moral panic about the assumed social
problem of teenage mothers, which constructs them as numerous, negleatfdla drain

2y (KS Lzt AO LJzNRES® ¢KS WLI yAOQotddtagS & -
damaging to societyAs | will argue in chapter 3, Carabine (20843 demonstratedhat

single mothers have been constructed as a threat to social order. Furthermore, young
single mothers have been identified as being constructegarticulaly problematic(see
Phoenix, 1991 for an important analysis of the social construction of teenage
motherhood). Duncan (2007) has arguddllowing a review of the literature, which | will
discuss in moradetail in chapter 3 that the age at which a mo#r has a child halittle

effect on social outcomes, that teenage mothemnaintainclose bonds with their children

and that often their motherhood is the impetus for engagement with education and work.

For the purpose of this thesis carried out an asessment of developmental psychology
books to see how single motherhood is constructed in academic text bdok&)1Q when

| began my PhD research, | examinedshelf in the library of the institutiorwhere | work,
GKFG g1 a YIN] SR WRS @glefséctior Sntained Bookdavdich e t 2 3
listed in AppendiB. Of the ninebooks one was from 1990, one wdom 1995, one was

from 1996; there was one each from 2002, 20aid 2008. There wertwo from 2009
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and one from 2010.0ne of the books was published in Ireland; four were published in the
United Statesand the other three were published in the United Kingdom. Whilst some of
these books were quite old, these were the materials thaidsints were using as
references for essays in developmental psychology. | checked the index in each book for
fAaldAy31ada 2TV ERNTESE SLIVERREHEBISYA 88Q Y2 i KSND
had to say on the topic. Two of the books containedeferences to single mothaood

at all in the index (Glassman and Hadad, 2009; Barnes, 1995). For the remaining, T books
checked to see what they had to say about young single motherhood. Some of these books
have been updated and replaced at the timiewriting. However, they are presented leer

G2 2FFSNI Iy SEIFIYLXS 2F GKS é6lea Ay o6KAOK
which constructs single motherhood as problematind the ways in which this approach

leads to the reproduction of saad values.

In the publicaionsthat | examinedthe single parent family wasequently presentedas
being a deficient environment for child developmenfs such, ensider the following
excerpt from Schaffer (1996):

Single parenthood is associatetth a variety of stresses; once again poverty

is foremost. Children raised in mothenly families are less likely to do well

at school, are more likely to be implicated in asticial activities and have

poorer occupational opportunities on leaving ath offspring of intact
families (p348)

In this examplea number of assumptions are apparerRoverty is identified as a source
of stress for single parent familigghich would seem reasonabléHowever, being poor is

not a psychological problem and beipgor does not by definition denote deficient
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parenting. Tie gwte goes on to describgingle parent families d¢ Y 2 (2KyStisghifles

This is certainly a very likely scena#i8.15% of single parent households in 2011 in Ireland
were mother only haseholds (Entral SatisticsOffice, 2011).However the next sentence
linksWY 2 G2KySIA @ K LISNF2NX¥AY I WHESDA 6 ST ORIA BN A
200dzLI G A 2 y | £ Tiephed@nitdicivygf xhis isSid this way seems to intpht

GKS WEFERONI &LISOG 2F (GKS OKAf RNByQa SELIS
attributed to single parent householdsather than, for example, poverty as a variable.
Whilst thisassumption of aausal effect may be criticised as psoience, whictconflates

correlation with causationthis wasnot an unusual presentation of data psychology

books for undergraduates.

The identification of these families 362 & WA y i O0 Q dz& Ssi to tescyitid dzl 3
single mother familiespresenting them as potentially deficient. néther difficulty with

this characterisation is thatlsewherein these same publicationsyidence is presented

that around one third of children spend some period of their childhood in single parent
householdgBeeandBoyd, 2002) This would indicate that a third of children are struggling
with deficient family situations due to being in a single parent househtildeems unlikely

that all of these childrepperform less well at school, engage in astcid activities and

KFEgS LIR22NBN) SRdzOF A2yl 2L NIdzyAGASaE (KI

Inaddition,the variable of psychologicalellbeingis grounded in performance in work and
education with no justification of why this should be a measure of gooepting. There
was one exampleof a studythat utilised different measures of outcomfom this.

McKeowr@ (2003) study of famikyellbeingin Ireland (cited in O'Brien, 2008) found that
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family type does not impact negatively on a child terms of measres of autonomy,
environmental mastery, personal growth, and saticeptance. Such measures seem to be
much more appropriate ways of examining healthy psychological developniear
measures which assume that preparation for participation in the maglceinomy is the
best psychological outcomeHowever, the variability of measures of child rearing success
IS interesting in itself, in terms of what is assumed, or constructed as important for

psychologistand the variables that are identified and measured

In discussing teenage pregnancy, the books | examined identified a variable thahwas
itself, problematic. Atkinson et al (1990) for example, refer to teenagpregnancy as

Wi NP dzolD4). VrEyQugdestithat! | K S LINGB ednagey fivtherdias emerged in
recent decadesan adolescent girl who became pregnant 25 years ago usually married or
gave up her baby for adoption (around 90% according to Atkinson)etvakereas more

recently, young mothers most frequently keep their infantnd raise them themselves

Beeand Boyd (2002pffer a more nuanced account of teenage motherhood. They quote
studies ¢€iting McCarthy and Hardy, 1993; Osofsky, Hann and Peebles, tt2@3)dicate

that, when poverty and poor parental care are taken into accodhli KS RA FFSNBy
of problem of teenage mothef® A & | LiLIS): NiBy also acknowledge that the children

of teenage motherswho have help and support from their parengse lesdikely to suffer
negative effectsditing Birch, 1999; o, Rorsheim andJchino, 1998). Howevgthey go
ontosayWIANIX & 6K24S Y20KSNE o0SOIYS aSEdz ffeé
FTANERG OKAfR SI NIe& | NX.288)A Th&yfdé notiretence this €ladms |

but go on to sayhat this is an issueasthere has been an increase in thmumber of births
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to teenage mothersutside of marriage more than 80% of teens who gave birth in the
1960s were married, whilst in late 1996nly 20% of teenage mothers were married. In
this casethe object that is identified as worthy of measurement is the agevhich a
woman becomes sexually activalongwith marital status. The assumptiorthat being
young and unmarriea@nd sexually activare in and of themselves psychological problems
is taken for granted as a kind of everyday common semsevioich these accounts are

constructed.

There is no mentio in any of thetext books of psychological studies on the emotional
impact on young women who gave up babies for adoption, nor work assessing the success
or otherwise of marriages precipitated by an unplanned pregnancy during adolescence.
No evidere s offered that the assumedeficits in the parenting abilities of teenage
mothers are ameliorated if they are married to the fathers of the childrem is there any
discussionSEOSLIE Ay (GKS aldYS26y o efhe psychobogiarRr &
impact on teenage mothers of parenting whilsibg defined as socially deviaMcKeown
identified this as a cause of stress for mothers but as having little impact on chil@rese
kinds of issuavould seem to be more appropriate topics fpsychological investigation
than age and marital statysvhich seem to be more closely linked to social valuA4ilst

it could be argued that this use of common sense to identify variables is merely a poor
application of scientific principles, these exales also demonstrate hat teenage
motherhood in these boks from the 199§ and the first decade of the 20century,are
identified as problematic for reasons that relate to social valoegarding out of wedlock
parenting, and this is treated as a sekplanatory variable of deficiency or deviance.

26



Chapter 2. Constructing knowledge: investigating Psychologies

Comerand Gould (2010)in arguing that children with two parents have advantages over
those raised by aingle mothe(Cuff et al., 2005; Harper et al., 2004; Hoffman, 2002)m

that children of twoLJF NBy & FIF YAt AS&A WRAALIX & f26SNI N
LINBAY | yOe > RNHzZ dzA4S. The/iriRlusioydieeNdgSoEgnaisithyd Q 0 |
list including drug use and crimeertainly presents young single motherhood as a negative
event and as deviant behaviour in and of itselowever, as | will discuss in chapter 3,
studies in the United States and the United Kingdom suggest that socio economic deficits
experienced by young single mothers can be attributable to social. drasthermore the

evidence basehat positions teenage mothers as deficient in their parenting has been

disputed(Duncan, et aj2010).

Burman (2008) describes this kind of presentation of academic wiouking psychology

as:

I G22f T2 N ,wsuphemisnt for e cdritrd ¢nd surveillance
of populations deemed likely to be troublesome or burdensemerking
class children, single parents, minority groups and poor people the world

over (p186187).
As Burman argues, not only do the methodsdiseinforce social structurefut alsoin
these examples, young single mothers are presented as the problematic variable that has
been identified by expert psychologists. Furthermore, teenage fathers do not appear in
these publications at all, as wortlo§ study or even appearing to exist. It seems then that
some variables can be selected for study whilst others are made invisible by not being

acknowledged at all.
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The examples from Beand Boyd (2002) and Atkinson et. 41990) did acknowledge
changes imumbersof teenage mothers keeping their babieger time and changes in the
social expectation that marriage is a necessary response to pregnancy. However, rather
than noting, as this thesis will, that the meanindgest are attached to marriage have
chay ASR 20SNJ GAYSZ Al A RSy iMoEdve the gerierildaw GiK |y
human behaviourwhichappears to have been held constant in these accounts, seems to
be, that young single mothering is a psychological problewariablesthen, appear in

many cases to be constructions that are reflections of social vatadser than neutral

items waiting to be measured.

As well as difficulties with the construction of variables, there is also a difficulty with the
changing nature of the meanisgof such variables As | discussed i@hapter 1, te
meanings attached to single motherhood and female sexuality vary in different historical
periods. This will be discussed further in relation to Irish single motherhood in Chapter 3,
but one single eemple illustrates this point. According to Heller (1996% diagnosis of
WY YLIK2YFYALFIQ g a 2NR3IA ffdmiweathyfamilie whSvkere (i 2
attracted to working class menClearlya middle classvoman who was attracted to a
workingclé a Yl y Ay G2RI&Q& ¢2NI R ¢ 2oHltiRdisgr@eii 0 S
on those grounds k would appear thatthe use of a mental health diagnosis in this context
serves a specific social purpes@amely constructing women who were regarded as salx
transgressors a8 S A giehtallillé. This provides an illustration of hovassificationof
sexual behaviour and its meaning danctionas a way of controlling and managing female
sexuality.
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Certainly both the construction of single mothersas innately problematicand the
construction of middle class womewho have sex with workinrglass men as mentally ill,
illustrate that the meaings attached to single motherhood and female sexuality vary
according to tle time and place in which they atalked about. The task of finding general
laws of behaviour that can be attributed to young single motherthasefore not an aim

of this study. The study will instead investigate the ways in which meanings associated
with single motherhood areonstructed and mobilised in the talk of women in socially
situated contexts (Haraway, 1988hat the discursive resources that are available at a
particular time and place constitute the ways of beinghe study willalso followwhat
McLeodand Thompsond6 H n n 0 RSEAONR OGS | & X researcW indidhy

acknowledges the changing nature of discourse across time.

This thesis therefore, argues that a social constructionigpproach (e.g. Berger and
Luckmann, 199Gergen, 1985; Gergeand Davis,1985;Harré, 1979)s the best route to

understanding the troubled identities that arise in the context of single motherhood

2.2 Socially constructed identities

Social constructionists take as their starting point the belief that humans become ®ibjec
as a result of discursive materials that are available to them. Identities, spemssnsand
subjectivity aregerms thatare open to contestation and debate over what they mean and
how they are accomplished. The approach in this thesis is informed by the work of Michel
Foucault (1988; 1986; 1977) who believed that identities are constructed in specific
historical and contetxial conditions. From this view is not possible to remove a person

from context because context is what makes subjects. This approach rejects the concept
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of the selfconscious reflexivendividual as a preexisting society and removable froim
Raher, it claims thatpeople are products of a particular set of relationships with social
institutions. In this veinthe assumed dualism of the individual and society is regarded as
a function of one kind of society; one which has had a significant imgathe ways in
which the topic of identities are understood in contemporary Western societies. This
Cartesian selfwith a consciousness thas iseparate from context, and which could be
investigated phenomenologically, is therefore disputed by so@aktructionists. Elias
(2008) for example, has argued that the notion of an individual independent of social
context is a conceptual trap because the characteristics of personhood have no meaning

outside of the cultural context in which they are situated

C2dzO0l dzft 6 Q& ¢2N)] TF2tft26SR (GKNBS Y2RSa 27
transformed into subjects (Foucault, 1982). The first mode of inquiry examined the
d0ASYyO0Sa yR (GKS gl e&a Ay @KAOK ;idoKeanpleDNE |
Ay (GKS FASER 2F S0O02y2YA0a 2NJ Ay &a0ASyO0Sd
gKIFEG KS OFffSR WRAGARAY3I LINFOGAOSaAQ® Ly
by being divided into categories: the deserving poor and the urdésg poor, for
example2 NJ LISNK I LJa WFIffSy 62YSyQ yR OKI&ads$s
the ways in which people make subjects of themselves, for which he used the domain of

sexuality as an example (Foucault, 1986).

Of central importancéo this context is the operation of powghne claimed that power was
the most important factor in the production of subjects (1982). Foucault argued that selves

are culturally and historically constituted, that they are brought into being by technologies
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of the self,and that they are observable in practices of the self. The self is thus understood
as something that is actively constructed (Foucault, 1986). Technologies of the self are

glea Ay oKAOKZI a C2dzOl dzf & tdotéd. A G X W2 dzNJ |

An examination of the relationship of power to the ways in which people become subjects,
he argued, requires an analysis of poweot in relation to internal rationalitybut by
examination of resistance. This analysis of resistance, he arglledled him to identify

the techniques of power. He divided these into four major types: technologies of
production, which permit us to manipulate, transfoyrr produce things; technologies of
signs and systemwhich allow the use of meaning; technolegiof power, which regulate

the conduct of individuals and allow them to be dominated; and technologies of the self
which permit individuals to manage their own ways of being and attain particular states

such as happiness, wisdoor immortality (Foucault1988).

In Discipline and PunishH-oucault (1977) used the example of the penal system to
demonstrate how seffegulation is managed. He argued that the threat of being regarded
as deviant is a means of social regulation and that over time it has beswre efficient

for those in charge of penal institutions to move away from direct coercion and instead
dziAfAasS F2N¥Ya 2F RAAOALI Ayl NEB LI gSND 5A
examination, normalising judgementand hierarchical obserti@an. | want to return

briefly to the quotation that | included in chapter 1, from women talking about their

admission to Magdalene homes:
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When | got there they.(Religious staff).took all your clothes off . cying)...
Cut all your hair off and bandaged youhreastsp ®® dzLJ a2 GKIF G &2

look like a girl, because your body was sin and belonged to the devil.

hy GKS RIFI@ 2F | RYA&aAzy ood GKS ydzy al
.X.(notownname).R2y Qi GStt lye2yS gKSNB &2dz
I NB ¢ @ OWCaX HAMAI LI mpdd

Thesequotations constructa stripping of identitiesising direct coercion in the context of

an institution. For Foucaylthis kind of direct coercion is no longer necessaegaise
disciplinary power could be used for se#gulation. Direct coercion doglsowever, appear

to have been used as a form of regulation in the relatively recent past in Ireland. To
illustrate the idea of disciplinary powgiFoucault used the example of Sy (i KI Y Q
panopticon. The panopticon was a circular prison structbe¢ contained a number of
cells. Prisoners were put into cells in which they were separated from one another and
unable to interact or communicate. Guards could see the prisonersdadtl not be seen

by the prisoners. Constant observation, or the possibility of constant observation, what
C2dzO0l dzf & RS&AONAROSR & WiKS 31 Sasgulatidnar Ay
technologies of the self: the ways individuals acbmghemselves to produce identities
that are constituted in and through culture. In this conceptisabjectificationof the self

was accomplished through the influence of this imagined gakhé&ch was the motivation

of individuals to take up particulairids of discursive positions. Furthermore, people who
do not conform become problematized and may thus be subject to social interventions
such as institutionalisation or social exclusion. For Fouctdh, it is not sufficient to

examine the subject adefined by discursive positions. Rathiers necessary to investigate
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how subjectivities come into being by examining the discursive resources that are utilised
when subjectivities are taken up. In this conception, people are not entities with pdrsona
histories rather, they are the targets of different and particular kinds of work on them.
Furthermore, psychological systems are not continuous but varigtiis means that

different kinds of subjectivities are taken up at different times and in dfieicontexts.

One of the kinds of power that was of interest to Foucault was the political power of the
state in Western society. He argued that this power had integrated the old power
structures of Christian churches, what he described as pastoral pawnter,its own
functions (Foucaut1982). Pastoral power meant that the church could offer salvation,
command sacrifice, take care of whole communities, and know and direct the conscience.
He went on to argue that the new kind of state that he identifeddo took up pastoral
power. The salvation that the Church provides is for the afterlife, whereas the state, he
argued provides health and finance in this life. Group care, he clajisqutovided by the

state in the form of community facilities sucls &ospitals. The third way in which he
believed that the state took on the pastoral power that the church had once held was by

working on the individual and providing education.

In an Irish contextthis is particularly interesting sincéistorically the state and the
Catholic Church worked together to provide schools and hospitals. For instance, although
primary schools in Ireland are funded through state taxation, 96% of primary schools are
owned by religious institution®0% of these by the CatholChurch (DES, 2014). Similarly
the institutions in Ireland that | described iGhapter 1; he industrial schools, the

Magddene laundriesand the mother and baby homes, were owned by the Catl@higrch
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(or in some cases the Church of Ireland) &ntbled in valous degrees by the Irish state

Ly C2 di@drisation Qhiistian Forms of governance have taken a number of forms
over time for example, as | discussed in Chapter 1, Christian ethics appear to have been
guiding ethicalprinciples,in aspirations for the Irish people by the government who

produced the 1937 Constitution.

According to Rose (20Q8echnologies of the self are closely related to governance;
practices of domination and control relating to how the self and others are godesind

who will accept being governed by whom.Rose (1996has also arguedhat, in
contemporary Western society, particular kinds of subjects have been brought into being
as a result of big shifts in the political discoyrsesulting in neoliberal goveance.
Hamann (2009) defasy S2f A0 SNI f 32 BSNY I y OSandatguedthak S C
the central aim of neoliberal governmentality is the creation of conditions for a subjectivity
that is guided by market principles. The neoliberal subject @alty responsible for
ensuring that financial selhterest (as distinct from the principles of freedom in liberal
governance) is the guiding ethical value. This approdaeimann argues, has meant that
poverty and disadvantage are judged as personalifed. For Rose (1996)eoliberal
subjects are brought into being through institutional practices, technologies of marketing
and consumption, which meaithat citizens are governed into understanding themselves
as autonomous, responsible, choice makmgjviduals. In this context, choice is a form of

subjectivity, rather than an actual claim to human agency.

w2aS oHnanyoO FNBHdzSa GKFGd C2dz0F dzf 61 Qa 62NJ F

is no need for one. Insteadgency can be seen ingistance which is necessary because
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of the varying technologies of the self that act on individuals. Agency arises in human
behaviour because technologies of the self are in constant contradictory relatiaking
conflicting demands on the subject. Rasges the example of when the techniques of the

self of uniqueness and worthiness run up against techniques relating to oneself as the
target of disciplineduty, and docility or when humanism and authenticity is pitted against
collective responsibilityW2 A G KAY GKS&S RAFFSNBY O LINI Of
RAFFSNBY (G a2Nlia 2F KdzYly o0SAy3azr | OGSR dzLl

(p.321)

Taking this assumption as the basis for understanding what a human beitiggisntology

of the person¢ hasimplications for how psychology can be done. The next section will
RAaOdzaa GUKS greéa Ay gKAOK C2dzOl dzZf G4 Q&a | LILIN
up by discursive psychologists and will outline some of the methodological ap@®at

psychology that inform this thesis.

2.3 Examining talk

C2dzOF dzf 61 Qa dzy RSNERGFYRAY3a 2F adzwa2SOGAGAGE
are understood in experimental psychology, which is the dominant form of social
psychologyinNoK ! YSNA OF | yR 9dz2NRPLIS 6aODKSSI wmdo
was taken upF2f f 26 Ay 3 I WONRAAAQ Ay az20Alf Lk
guestion the underlying assumptions of cognitive experimental work in relation to
subjectivity, the purpose of psycholaoggnd the best ways to understand human

behaviour.
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A psychéogy which investigated subjectivities that are brought into being byegxisting
discourses, required a number of conceptual shifts in understanding the person and in
understanding how subjectivities can be studied. Most importantly, if subjects augbto

into being by discourse, it followikat a very important way of understandimgople is by
examining talk. Whilst other ways of examining discourse and social practices can be
valuable in understanding identities, talk is a particularly useful nresobecause it allows
people to offer explanations, argue and justify meanings, contradictions and personhood.
This allowed me to be attentive to the immediate and interactional aspects of talk and the
ways in which talk is worked up in this context asides from more formally written texts.
Potter and Wetherell (1987) produced the first application of discourse theory in the field
of psychology. In addition to drawing on the work of Michel Foucault, they were also
influenced by theorisation in ethnomiebdology: sensenaking in everyday interactions.
Ethnomethodological work of people such as Goffman (1955) and Garfinkel (1967, 1983)
influenced this approach and drew attention to the ways in which social order is produced
through everyday patterns of iataction and social practices. The work of Barthes (1972)
was also useful in establishing the importance of the meanings that are attached to words.
In addition in the field of linguistics, Austin (1962) had advanced the idea that words,
rather than beng a transparent medium for communication, actually accomplish things:
that language forms the basis for social action. At around this, t8aeks (1972) had begun

to develop conversation analysis as a way of examining the patterned nature of talk in

interaction and this approach was integrated into discursive psychological inquiry too.
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Potter and Wetherell (1987) argued that when psychologists attempt to study inner
experiences or thoughts, they gren fact examining discourse. For this reason, they
argued, in order to understand subjectivityat talk must be the focus of investigation.
They further drew attention to the ways in which talk accomplishes social action and the
ways in which identities and selves are argued into being in interactimg ypse-existing

meanings.

In their book Discourse and Social Psychology: Beyond Attitudes and Behé&h@&n)
Potter and Wetherell demonstrated the application of discursive psychological analyses to
various topics in psychology such as attitudes aatégorisation. Their approach paid
attention to the ways in which subjectivities are taken up in talk and interaction. They
RSOSt2LISR GKS O2yOSLJi 2F AYGSNILINBGIFGAODS
O2yaraidaSyidsz o2 dzy Rt bdsdd\oid strred $neadayga \ithispecific
social contexts. They argued that interpretative repertoires are used flexibly to construct

actions in interaction and talk (Potter and Wetherell, 1982.71).

The approach of discursive psychology inferthis thesis. In addition to interpretative
repertoires, a number of other analytic tools have been used to make sense of the ways in
which subjectivities are taken up in talk. The remainder of this sub section will examine
subject positions, ideologypint action and narrative analysis, all of which will inform my
own analysis. | will then go on to discuss debates and developments within discursive
psychology which have led to some separation between conversation analytically

influenced work and workvhich draws on Foucauldian principles and discourse at the
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structural level. The development of critical discursive psychology will be discussed and |

gAff | NBdzS F2NI Ye 2y aidl yOS appfoach2ft f 26 A Y|

2.3.1 Subject positins

The concept of subject position is an important analytical tool in discursive psychology.

Harré (2012) describes subject positions as potentially short term disputable rights and
duties conferred on individuals, which allow them to perform particulamd& of
meaningful action. Subject positions are taken up in the context in which people interact
and are used flexibly based on the available discursive resources. Positioning thus has

direct moral implications for available identities.

One of the firstexamples of positioning theory was the work of Wendy Hollway (1989).
Her research demonstrated the ways in which gendered positions are taken up. She
identified three dominant discourses relating to sexuality: the have / hold discourse, the
permissive gscourse and the male sexual drive discourse. Each of these is immediately
recognisable as a position that is available in contemporary Western society. The male
aSEdzZ f RNADGS RAAO0O2dzNASET LRaArAdGAzya 62YSy |
they cannot manage it themselves. The have / hold discourse presents a version of
sexualitythat positions women as motivated by commitment to a man and motherhood,
and the permissive discourse challenges the monogamy of have / hold and positions
women asseeking out and enjoying sex without the desire for a relationship. An important
FaLISOG 2F 1 2ftgrkeQa NBaSIENODK gl a GKIFG Ad

be taken up in talk, but also that talk is doing something when it is utiliskehtities can
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be ongoing and changing and people in varying life circumstances or interactive contexts

may harness different positions in varying ways.

2.3.2 ldeology and rhetoric

The kinds of discourse that are available and the ways in which tleeynabilised was
discussed in the work of Michael Billig. Billig (1991) argues that discourses are based on
ideology. For Billig, ideology is not contrasted with truthther, it is a set of beliefs
embedded in discourse. He argues that often such ideologies are used with such regularity
GKFG GKSe FaadrAy GKS adladza 2F wOo2YY2y 3
even questioned. An example of this, which | will disclurther in chapter 3, is the ways

Ay 6KAOK Al KIFa 0S02YS wOo2YY2y aSyasSQ Ay
and singlecaregivelis essential for the welbeing of children(Bowlby, 1969)

Billig (1987) also argued for the flexibilitytafk. He claims that when people talk they are
arguing versions of eventehetorically. In addition, he argued that talk is performative.
This performance is argumentative and rhetorical. As Billig put#litmans do not
converse because they hairmer thoughts to express, but they have thoughts to express
because they conver§gBillig, 1987, p.111). From thiw, meaning is already present in

society and is utilised flexibly by people ways thatallow them to present socially

meaningful vesions of themselves and others.

For Billig, to fully understand the rhetorical and argumentative nature of talk, it is necessary
to be aware of the positions that are being countered or refuted or against which a

justification is being argued. To illeste this point he used the metaphor of people as
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students or scholars working within a particular tradition and utilising available knowledge
in ways thatsupport arguments. Furthermore, Billig regards talk and the rhetorical action
that accompanies it@acontext dependant. A young woman may announce her pregnancy
in very different waysdepending on whether or not she is married and depending on who

she is telling.

Furthermore ideologies are drawn upon in different ways and for varying purposes in
different contexts. The result is that positions are often taken up which are contradictory
and variable. Billig has called these contradictions that arise in talk ideological dilemmas.
This variability isin itself, of interest, because it allows us toace the ways in which
competing ideologies are cobbled together in varying contexts and for various rhetorical
purposes. The ways in which ideological dilemmas are negofiatetbt, as the case may

be, allow us to examine some of the ways in which @ois implicated in the management

of identities.

An important aspect of identity management is quite frequently the omission of certain
information and silence on certain topics. Certainly, as chapter 1 has already
demonstrated, there have been substal silences in Irish public discourse in relation to
single motherhood; so it also seems that what can be said and what cannot be said is
context dependant and relevant tthe historical time period. Billig (2006) claims that
silences are part of thehetorical activity that arises in talk. In theorising this aspect of talk
KS RNIg¢ga 2y (GKS fly3dza IS 2F LAOK2F Yyl fe&a,;
Billig, this is not an unconscious process in the way that it is in psychoanalytichthoug

(Frosh, 1989discusses these theories). Rathdiscursive repression is observable in
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everyday interaction. People refrain from saying certain thingsich may not be
O2yaARSNBR WL A G S DabeforeSor BEilld2B0E)A iahE of MBdridaS & &

strategy that is used to accomplish some forms of action in talk but also prevent others.

2.3.3 Joint action

A central aspect of the use of language as a route to understanding subjectivity is the
recognition that it is a shared resource and that identities are constructed within
interactions. From this view, minds and selves are a collation of fragments tfaakkre
socially and culturally embedded in a particular context. ldentities and selves are not fixed
but are worked up within interactions. Shotter (1993) calls this the radical indeterminacy
of Yoint actionQ In using this phrase, Shotter drawsedttion to the flexible and variable
versions of identities that are worked up collaboratively in talk. Although identities are
socially constructed, he argues, they are constructed in ways that are flexible and
dependent on the specifics of a particulanwersation and the collaborations that happen
within it. Thus identities are too variable and indeterminate to be amenable to the
experimental goals of prediction and control. Rather, orderly realities are constructed
GAGKAY GKS 02 yadedycon@Eatidnid activities.QEhe dersideration of
joint action is particularly important for this thesis because the research involves talking

with families about mattershat impacton all of them.

2.3.4 Narrative aalysis
One form of discursiviavestigationwhichhas yielded some valuable insights, comes from
narrative psychology. Narrative psychologists examine the intersection between the

dzy A lj dzS OANDdzvyaidl yO0Sa 27F LIS2LX SQa tA@Sa |
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and culture (Crossley, 2000) Narrative psychologists have identified structures in
autobiographical stories (e.g. Gergen and Gergen, 1988; Bruner, 1987). Narrative studies
have also noted that the stories people tell are inclined to haveJdzNlJ2 & S | y |
A2YSHKSNBQ 0. NdzySNE mMdphpnd ® tKSe ARSY(GATd
others demonstrating meaning and purpose with an event, an outcoane an emotional
response. Speakers pick out particular aspects of their livesateinoteworthy and
significant or surprising. Crossley (20d0)y example, found that narratives of iliness can
OKF NI} OGSNRAS (GKS AftySaa Fa |y AyidSNNHzLIG
everyday life, and that often these stories 2IF W6 SO2YAy 3 | 02 YLI S

afterwards.

Similarly a personal narrative could be constructed as a heroic journey (Gergen,, 1998)
which the person triumphs in the face of adversity or as a person who makes choices about
how they become mother(Crossley, 200® 2 KSNBEIa / NeraafSeQa
ways in which identities are worked up moment to moment within interactions, Taylor and
Littleton (2006) use a narrativdiscursive approach to explore bottontinuities and
fragmentation in the ways in which life narratives are constructed. They argue that
discourses are often part of a longer conversation with participants who are not present in
the interaction and that narratives often rehearse versiootthe self which allow for
continuities in identity constructions to be establishedlhey draw attention to the
rehearsed quality of many narratives. In the case of fachgussionsthis seems to be a
particularly useful way of examining talk, sirfeenilies have a history of talking together
over time and it will be interesting to see how this is constructed in talk.
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2.4 Debates in discourse

Within these many approaches to understanding identities through the use of language, a
variety of debateshave emerged about the best way to study and analyse language
(Schegloff, 1997; Wetherell, 1998; Billig, 1999a; Schegloff, 1999a; Billig, 1999b) and the
kinds of talk that should be selected for analysis (e.g. Potter & Hepburn, 2005). There has
consequetly, been aseparation between some theorists working in a conversation
analytic framework and those who use methods which locate research in social and cultural
discursive contexts. Some conversation analysts (Schegloff, 199@gj@&f, 1999b) have
argued that discourse analysis should focus onlytle@ content of the conversations
between the speakers and should not go beyond this data, because this is an imposition by
the analyst. On the other side of the debate (Billig, 1999a; Billig, 199@apargued that
conversation analysts still bring their own contextual knowledge to the analysis of data.
From this divisionat least two distinct traditionfiave emergedn discursive psychology
conversation analysis and critical discursive psyaoladrhis thesis will draw on the latter

of these two- critical discursive psychologybecause a knowledge of the cultural and
historical context in which women talk about young single motherhood is essential for a
full analysis and understanding of theays in which the women manage the topic in talk.

As Billig (1991) has argued, the rhetorical nature of talk means that often the things that
are said are a response to a conversation that is not present. This approtuwresore,
essential to undersinding a topidhat has been the subject of silence and invisibility in

recent Irish history.
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This is not to suggest that conversation analgsiss not have important evidende offer.

Some fascinating insights have been drawn from research infornyedonversation
analysis. Kitzinger and Frith (1999), for example, examined training offered to young
women in order to help them refuse unwanted sexual advances. Drawing on previous
research they argued that the norms around refusal involve particupatterns of
response. Generallyefusals are almost always presented with hedges and hesitations
NI §KSNJ 0Ky RSt AGSNBR FT2NOSFdztesx o6SOI dza
responses (Pomerantz, 1984). Kitzinger and Frith (1999) conclatiattempting to teach
young women to refuse unwanted sexual advances in ways that are emphatic and overt,
which is what rape prevention training does, is a breach of the usual conversational
patterns. It would appear then that programmes whigtstruct women that their
communication skills need to be more overtawoid rape, implicitly blame women who do

get raped for not communicating their wishes clearly enough. This attention to the detalil
of talk and interaction igherefore, well suited for uncoveng some of the ways in which
power structures social knowledge and in which meanings are socially constructed.
However, it is also important to notéhat this piece of research is based on a culturally
held understanding that women are responsible fefusals and that this is embedded in

the culture within which the research took place. The kinds of talk which reproduce the
idea that rape is potentially the fault of the victim and that women are responsible for
preventing rape, are part of the discuwe contextthat prompted this piece of research in

the first place An analysis of the ways in which rape and sexual assault are constructed in

everyday discourse can only add to what is already a valuable piece of research. Wetherell
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(1998) has propogk a synhetic approach to analysis of talk. She argues,tfat a
complete scholarly analysis of taikis not sufficient to attend only to the technical aspects
of language useWetherell (1988ilemonstrates the ways in which different forms of what
have been termed discourse analysis can be used to illuminate diffespdcts of talk.

She argues:

My aim was not to endorse this division of labguronversation analysis
then ethnomethodology then postructuralist analysis or ethnography of
communication or critical discourse analysizit to suggest that for social
psychological discursive projects a more synthetic approach is required
focused on the development of analytic concepts which work across some of
these domains such as, for instz, the notion of positioning, interpretative

repertoires, ideological dilemmas, and so on (p397).

From this view an analysis which is sensitive both to social context and to the ways in which
talk is ordered during the minutiae of interaction is the mbsitful and informative way

of analysing talkThe context of the interpretative repertoires on which subjects draw, she
argues, make offer a ways of examining why a particular utterance is identifiable in the first
place. lItis this approach that wiliform my own analysis of the talk of single mothers and

their families.

2.4.1 Feeling and alk

Another area of debate and development in discursive psychology relates to the ways in

which discursive methodologies can be applied to affect or emotion inadded their
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adequacy for the tasfe.g. Blackman and Cromby, 2007he topic of single motherhood,

as was apparent i@hapter 1, is one which is infused with emotional content; indignation

at the treatment of single mothers; sorrow at the death of Aomett; shame at being
OFGS3I2NREASR +ta | WFLHEftSy 62YFLyQT GKS A&
important to the topicandrelevant to whatClough and Halley (2007) describe as a turn to

affect.

Emotion has been theorised in anety of ways, often being regarded as different from or
separate to talk. From a discursive perspective, Wethe28llZ)describes emotion as:
An emotion like anger or fear is not inside the self, as basic emotions
research assumes, but is in relatitmothers, a response to a situation and
to the world. An emotion is a relational pattern and as such is automatically

distributed and located across the psychosocial field. Affect is never wholly

owned, always intersecting and interactingZ#).
Discusive psychological investigations of emotion have examined cultural and historical
variability in the emotional meanings that are available; the ways in which emotion talk is
utilised for justifying, accounting for various kinds of actions or events; hagatterns
and regularities that emerge in talk of affect. Edwar@d80(Q) argues that what is of
importance in emotion talk is how emotions are definedtegorisedand contrasted with

other emotions, and what these activities accomplish.

Whenexamining historical variation in emotion talk, Gilli®88) for example, traces the
emergence of the concept of romantic love as a relatively recent phenomevitaoh was
often separate and unrelated to marital pairing. Likewise, McDoWfHlg) claimsthat

emotional negativity attached to illegitimacy did not apply in the middle ages. Using the
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example of William the Conqueror, she argtiest the shame attached to his bastardy was
not related to the lack of a marriage between his parertt®cause tis had no impact on
lineage or inheritance but becauset was a slur about the lack of social status of his
maternal grandfather, who was a tanner. His mother was thus regarded as the result of a
WYAESR YINNAIISQ |G K Infandicanse§uent humitiakio§ and 2 O
name callingthen, was related to social status and lineaggther than connected to the
out of wedlock childbearing. These approaches are useful to the study of emotion for
demonstrating the variable ways in which enwots have been constructed in different
times and historical periods. This is useful from a discursive perspective because it shows
the ways in which various kinds of subjectivity are made available (Foucault,. ¥882)
McAvoy (2015) puts it:

What peoplecan know, do, think, and feel, are formed in and by regimes of

knowledges and practices that constitute the world in particular ways, and

generate particular ways of doing thingsZp)

Rose (2008) haargued that emotions are forms of technology of thédf sehich regulate
behaviour. Emotions such as shame and disgust, for example, can be related to the kinds
of subjectivities that are available in certain historiéa® y i SE G & ® ¢ Kf&r WFI
exampleis likely to be constructed with indignati@mcurrent circumstances but was once,

as was discussed in chapter 1, a cause for shame. For Nichols, {a08&)orders are
implicated in affective practices. He argues that norms and moral orders (he uses the terms
interchangeably) are maintained arsdistained by the emotion that is attached to them.
Local rulesabout when a woman may or may not become pregnant, are crucial to the

meaning of that pregnancy and thus have important consequences for emotion.
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Wetherell (2012) reviews theontribution of Bourdie@ (1998;1984)concept of habitus

to our understanding of emotions. Habitus might usefully be understood as the system of
dispositions and experiences that are culturally available in particular social contexts. It
can be thoughtof as socialised norms and tendencies that guide behaviour. Bourdieu
argues that emotion and affect act as conservative forces because they serve to reinforce
the power of past practice. If a person is in violation of the habitusan cause anxiety.
Emotion and affect have also been linked to access to power and can increase or diminish
it. The concept of emotional capital suggests that some kinds of affective capital open up
access to resources of different kinds (Wetherell, 2012). For examptermahlove and

devotion to children may well open up a route to respectability and social value.

Emotion has also been studied in relation to narrative structure. Lupton (1998)
demonstrates the ways in which emotions are narrated in relation to natmadtion, in
opposition to reasonedontrol. By wsing a construction of loss of contrdupton argues,
gives the story a sense of the realness of the emotion that is udideussion and offers

an explanation for its affective consequences.

In additionto the study of the ways in which emotion categories are taken up as subject
positions, the examination of the ways in which emotions are jointly coordinated in family
situations is also important for this research. Emotions, like other kinds of dissursiv
resource, are shared in interactions of family members and are directly relevant to the

subjectivities that are available to the participants.

From a discursive perspective, Edwards (1997) argues that language and thought are not

aSLI N GS 6 Nafl i @stch ad¥ibtyds, beliefand feelingsare discursive
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constructionghat are produced for ourselves and others in discourse. Rather than relating
experiences through language, this approach says that we come to know our experiences
becauseof the language resources that are available tofoisuse within a particular social
context. Discursive strategies dheis utilised to work up reactions as reactigos for
blaming, excuses and accounts. This allows us to think through the ways in which social
legitimacy are negotiated in families. As Edwagfp)notes, within interactions people

are attentive to how they will be perceived and evaluated and mégngpt to avoid
potentially negative identities or subject positignfor example being positioned as
judgemental. Emotion and affect are therefore treated as forms of discursive construct and
action in this thesis but also as related to the kinds of eciibyities that are available in the
context of single motherhood. They are of particular significance because the thesis is
focused onthe trouble that arises in identity construction. This has specific affective
consequencesvhich are played out in thalk of the participants. The approach to talk of
emotion in this thesis wiltherefore, follow calls for the synthesis of affect and language

as intertwined parts of subjectivity and the dissolution of any dualism between language

and affect (McAvoy2015; Wetherell, 2012).

2.5 Chapter conclusions

This chapter has discussed the theoretical basis for this thesis. | have argueirtizat
thorough understanding of single motherhoahd in particular single motherhood across
generations, the isolationforariables and the measurement of outcomes is not the most
useful starting point. Rather, the approach takeroie that understands identities as

sociallyconstructed Berger & Luckmann, 1991; Gergen, 1999).
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C 2 dzO |(I82jmades of inquiry intdhow subjectivities are made available in talk was
presented as the basis for understanding the ways in which identities are madlalde

in discourse. The discussion also presented some of the technologigBdbatult argues
construct subjectivitiesn particulat in relation to governance of the church and the state.
w2aSQa omdpcv G§KS2NA &l (Rodcguldariheory &as airguedIiNg: f

be relevant as a dominant form of identity in Western society.

The waysin which the linesf inquiry opened up by the work of Foucauli9y7; 1982;
1986)have been developenh psychologywere presentedwith an account oPotter and
2 S (i K S NLB8F)greuadbréakingwork in discursivepsychology. This work drew on
influences from linguisticfAustin, 1962 aswell as ethnomethdology (Goffman, 1983;
Garfinkel, 1967)as well as the, at that time, newly emergicgnversatioranalysis of Sacks

(1972).

The chapter went on to providenaoverview ofsome of the analyticoncepts thatinform
discursivepsychology: interpretative repertoires (Potter and Wetherell, 1988)bject
positions (Davies and Harré, 2003); ideology and rhetoric (Billig, 1987; 1991); and the
importance of joint adbn (Shotter, 1993)A brief account of thelevelopmentof narrative
analysis and its application withagliscursivepsychology (Taylor and Littleton, 2008as

also provided.

Some of the debates idiscursivepsychology that are relevant to this thesiem also
outlined. | argue, following Wetherell998) that a synthetic approactwhich combines
the orientation to the technical procedures for sense making in talk (Schegloff, 1997) with

the Foucauldian orientation of the approachescdtical discursre psychology, is the most
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fruitful approach for my researchSimilarly affect is argued to be usefully regarded as a
discursive resource but one that is inseparable from talk and is naadédable by the
prevailing technologies (McAvoy, 2015; Wether@012). An important aspect of this
theorisation is thatin this thesis, it will be applied to troubled identities; those which do
not fit neatly with the ideal identities that are available in public discourse. It is to these

identities that the next bapter turns.
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Chapter3¢ KS Yl 1{Ay3 2F WKI LILIR

InChapterl,L. NBFSNNBR (2 | &LISSOK YIRS o6& !y ¢l
Day in 1943in which he imagineddentities for Irish peopleThe title of this chapter is a

reference to this speech and refers to how women weérenstructed in this vision. He

&
w»

NEFSNAR (G2 WIiKS fFdzZ3KGSNJ 2F KI LR YIARSya.:
2F &S NEB y@BTEafcHves| 19430 Thimpteris aboutthe ways in which¥ K I LILJ@
maiders(ln Ireland are constructed in talkin it | offer an accountf some of the ways in
which motherhood has been understood and how maternal roles have been constructed
In doing s@it examines the construction of childhood and some of the most prominent
discourses in relation to the care of childreihechapter tren turns to theregulationof

% 2 Y S ¢geQual behaviour and the stigmatisation of certain kinds of sekahhviour.

Sngle motherhood in Irelands then exploredalong with sone social and demographic
changes in relation toisgle motherhood. The chaptevill argue that there has been a

shift in focus fromthe stigmatization of all single motherhogdgenerally to the

stigmatisationof teenage mothers or those who appear to be teenage, who are likely

to be welfare dependant@nd without a partner.

3.1 Mothering

In her classictexh ¥ 2 2 Y |, Afrienn2 Righ @195 made a careful analysis of the
institution of motherhood. She argued that in patriarchal cultures motherhood has been

defined in wayghat attribute almost superhuman powet® mothers, whilst also working
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to keep them powerless. A mother is thus regarded asssadfificing, resourceful, capable

and indispensable to thevellbeingof her child or children. However, her loyalty and
sacrifice also rob her of her ability to pewerful and independent outside of the home.
Changes in many postdustrial societies since the Second World Wave meart that

many women have had increasing opportunities to manage fertility and engage with
education and the world of work. This sHd potentially have allowed women the
opportunity to take up identities that are not primarily defined in relation to mothering.
However, theorists in thefield of mothering studies argu¢hat gains in terms of
independence made by career women are kosvhen they become mothers (QfiBn-
Hallstein, 2011) Furthermore,some theorists have identified what Douglas and Michaels
(2004) cal§ § a 2 Y Aranvafdicisedversion ofthe mothering of the 1950s New
Momism constructs mothers as spending all dfetr time caring for childrerand, it is
argued,has become a dominant way of understanding motherhoothistwenty-first
century idealin the Western world represent& return to essentialist notions of
motherhood, whichpresent an ideal mother as one wtsacrifices her career because of

the assumed biological imperative to nurture her children (O'Reilly, 20103. supposed
WARSIEfQ A& 2yfé LRRraairofsS F2NIJ I avlftf ydzy
(if not actual social power) as a res@t¥ OK22aAy 3 (KSAaNOBiey | { d.

Hallstein (2011) argue, because it is so labour intensive and time consuming.

Douglas and Michaels (200#3imi K| & Wy S g a NédFromZongumptiontod &
media. This claimvas investigated, using questionnaire researchHsnderson et al.
(2010. They found that rather than attributing the source of their ideas of motherhood
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to media,most women claimed that the primary influence of their mothering veéser
mothers becatse they wereBurveilleddby other mothers. Inaddition, an interesting
outcome in the study was that a quarter thie respondents wote additional notes on the
guestionnaire andstated thattheir main source ofnfluence was fronsurveillancefrom

W & SHrofigh guilt. Thisnderlines one of the issues with a great deal of positivist inspired
research: thatthe variables that are offered for measurement are constructed by
researchers and may nooffer all the variables or even the mogmnportant ones.
Henderson et al(2010) included these hand written additiomsthin their analysis and
concluded that interpersonal monitoring and sslirveillance were the main motivations
for the need to,as Douglas and Michaels put{ut on the doting seltsacrificing mother

and wear it at all times. With intensive mothering, everyone watches us, we watch
ourselves, and we watch ourselves watching ourselves. Motherhood has become a

psychological police staf#p.6).

3.1.1Constructing childhood conaicting parenting

The ways in which motherhood is constructed are linked to understandings of what it
means to be a child. In his sociology of childhood in Europe, Ariés (1962) argypsidhat

to the 17" century, children and childhood were construatén entirely different ways to

those that are assumed today. The high mortality rate amongst children until the 17
century, he claims, med that parents understood K A f RNBy | a , pdiges dzii N.
between life and deathrather than as individualor as vulnerable and in need of caas

they came to be understoadAs rates of infarmortality decreased, Ariés (1962) arguas

culture of childhood emerged, along with increased affection and attention paid to
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children. Thichange in the ways in which childhood was constructancided with
economic changesThis in turn began a move towards treguirement that children be
educated resulting in their separation from the world of work and a greater differentiation

betweenchildren and adults.

Alongside the devefament of childhood, Ariés (1962) clainbe family as a distinct and
separate unit, the nuclear family, began to be represented in popular culture.
WSLINBaASYyGrdA2ya 27T AyIAOKNBQagRIedko fRiddsS N&
and other forms of pictorial representaticimat were popular at the time Prior to this
period, he claims, living arrangements of masters, servants and vastaisreswere the

norm.

The development of distinct family uniiis the form of the nuclear family, in turmed to
greater responsibility for childcare within small family settirigsnann, Ponsford, Spence
and Wright (2014) argue thain the years leading up to the turn of the'2@entury, there

was a new attentiorio parenting practicedeading to the advent of books offering advice
on how to raise children. Although the books were called parenting books, they were
primarily aimed at mothers. Franzblau (1999) has argued that the influernpmesibivism
psychoaalysis and evolution combine in a grand narratjifeom which emergedne of

the greatest influences on theories of childcartachment theory.

3.1.2 Attachment theories

Some of he most influential work on the development of attachment relationship

infancy and early childhoodtem from attachment theory, proposedby Bowlby (1969,
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1973, 1980). This approach is focused on the developing relationship between an infant
and his or her primary care giver (generally the mother) and the impact thisohas
development. In developing attachment theory, Bowlby drew on a number of sources,
primarily ethology and psychodynamics. Bowlby proposed that infants are biologically pre
disposed to attach to the mother and maintain proximity to her in order to enphssical
safety, in a similar way to the way in which young birds were observed by Lorenz (1965) to
imprint on the first thing they see after hatching. In human infants, Bowlby suggested,
attachment to a singlearegiverdevelops in the first year offéi and is the basis for the
glrea Ay BKAOK SY2iAz2ylt FGdlFIOKYSyia RS@S
Y2RStaQ | 062dzi K2g NBfFGA2YAaKALA 62N] > | N
WaSyaArAldAgdAaAdeQ RAAaLX | &dSTe ihedry bak SeentatiGis€SdE K
number of grounds. It was criticised for its focus on the mother as the primary attachment
figure (which | will explore later in this chaptegnd it was criticised in relation to
methodology Bowlby arrived at his theory based on his observations of very disturbed
adolescent boys living in residential care. He surmised that the reason for their antisocial
behaviourwasaf  O1 2F WY20GKSN) f 20SQa

| 26 SOSNE . 2¢6foeQa UKS2u¥dnvatdnal gnBthaB delie®ped BYR ¢
Ainsworth, et al (1978) Theydeveloped a means ofategorising the quality of
GG OKYSyGa Ay AyFlLyida 2F | NRdzyR | &SI NJ
aAldzZ A2y Qo Ly G KA & thdjreattianid arSitfdniSd\thie Yefuh of ¢

its mother, having been briefly left alone with a strangefas observed. These researchers
identified three distinct kinds of attachmens KA OK G KS& GSNXYSR Wi
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Wi @2 AFRAR/ GYUNS & A & (0 ithyetliak 1978) aCschickly aktaghidscRild is one who

is distressed by separation from the mother, but is easily comforted on her return; an
avoidant child is one who is not greatly distressed at being left with a strangewhad

does not urgently seefroximity with the mother on her return; and a resistant child is
deeply distressed by the separation and both seeks comfort and resists it upon the
Y2U0KSNDa NBGdz2NYy & { SOdzNB Fddl OKYSyild A& 3

other two approachesire regarded as indicative as a failure iatarnal sensitivity

Attachment studies have been repeated across a range of studies and have been found
across a range of cultural settings. Children in cultures as diverse as the USA, Israel
Botswana, and Gatemala all appear to exhibit intensified distress from around the age of

seven months, when separated from the mother (Suged Harkness, 1998).

However, the specific physical setting, the organisation of environments and schedules and
patterns of carghe childexperiencesieed to be consideredn relation to the pattern of
attachment that is observed and how we choaseinterpret it. Quiltural variations in
attachment patterns have also been identified and thesmise questions about
interpretationsof the attachment categories observed gnd particular the assumption
GKFEG OFraGdS3az2NRal A2y 2F waSoOdz2NB ddl OKYS
sensitive mothering.For exampleSuper and Harkness (1998) ndiat !Kung San infants

do not manifest the same level or duration of distress exhibited by American children on
separation from the mother, but are deeply distressed by the presence of a stranger. This
difference can baittributed to the kinds of care to which thehild becomes accustosa

in different cultural settings. For 'Kung San infants, care from people other than the
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mother isa usual and expected form of care, but children in this culture almost never
encounter strangers. Converselghildren in countries such ashe United States and
Englandbecome accustomed to more exclusive maternal care but encounter strangers on
an almost daily basis. This suggests that the meaning the encounter has for the child is
crucial to our understanding of the categorisation of attamgnt and that this meaning is
contingent upon the patternsf care the child experiences in a particular social and cultural

context.

There have also been variations across cultures in the proportion of children who are
allocated to the three attachmentategories: secure, avoidgnand resistant(van
IJzendoorand Kroonenberg, 1988). Whilst secure attachment is the most common
category amongst infants in Britain, Japan, Germamd the US, the patterningof
avoidant attachment and resistant behaviotnighlight additional issues relating to the
beliefs andexpectations of the infantJapanese children, for example, appear to be much
more likely to react in a resistant fashion upon being reunited with their motiem in

an avoidant fashion. For Sfer (1996) this difference can be explained by the fact that
Japanese children are almost never separated from their mothers and would therefore be
much more intensely distressed by such a separation than children who are accustomed to
occasional separains. Children in Germany, on the other hand, demonstrate anxious
avodant behaviour far more often than children in the other countries, possibly for the
opposite reason: that separation from the mother is not as strange a situation for a German
infant as it is for a Japanese child. The labelling of the categories is therefore the result of
sets of cultural values about mothering in tbaited Statesand Britainwhichassume that
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a child who is distressed by separation from tos her mother, is securéy attached,
LINBadzyll 6fé o0SOlFdzaS GKAA Aad K2 shodldieacEa &
Researcherin a German setting, for example, might equally have labelled children who
GSNE dzy O2y OSNYy SR | G 0 SAy JratheSthain W oA 21 MRthl y (15Q]
children who could onlpe comforted by their mothetabelledr & WA y &4 S OdihelS Q @
assumption that the intense distress of Japanese children upon separation from the mother
Ad WNBarAadlydiQ YAIKEG KFEGPS 0SSy AyidSNLINBG S
WaSOdzNBEQ OF 6S32NE s {Kdza tivilyh Heyirke Brid Ayl (1BNE |
argue that this demonstrates that what is considedsirad f S 2 NJ WO2 NNBE O O
defined and categorised on the basis of research carried out in Britain and Arardaa

thus a function of the cultural beliefs of the resehers(Levineand Miller, 1990).

. 2pfo08Qa GKS2NE gl & ONIR G A fhelassBriptiod that chilkd@n o |
needone carerusually the mother. This & | F2dzy RIF A2y &ai2yS 2
the cultural assumption in the societyp which the theory was developed. However,
mothers have been found to take full responsibility for the exclusive care of tifamtiin

only 60% of societie§WWeisnerand Gallimore, 1977). An example of alternative care
practices is provided by Tronic@nd Morelli (cited in Schaffer, 1996) who observed
childcare patterns amongst Efe pygmies and found that infants in this community are cared
for, and form attachments to, around fourteen adults and children within their social
group. The researchers condtithat this pattern of child rearing is essential for the
security of infantswhere there is a strong likelihood that the mother could die and thus
become unavailable for the infant. If the constant care of a single attachment figure is not
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the usual p#tern of care in a particular culture, then it follows that attachment to a single
person may not be as necessary for the wellbeing of children as attachment theories claim.
Assuming that the mother is the necessary attachmauritich a child can use astd S O dzNEX
o &aSQ FT2NJ SELX 2Nl GA2Yy Ay (KS 62NIRI 2SN
work equally well. Infants have been found to attach to a range of people other than the
mother, including those who attach to their carer in a kibbutz (Sepal, 1985); daycare

staff (Goosensand van IJzendoorn, 1990); those who attach to siblings (Weisner
Gallimore, 1977); and those who attach to male figures (usually the father) (Gotten

Campos, 1974).

Super and Harkness (1988) argue that wiias$ developed in relation to child rearing is a
aSi 2F WSOGKY2(0KS2NASAaQT a20Aalffteée | yR Odz
development and the kinds of goals that are acceptable and desirable. Considering culture
from this perspectiveCole(1988) argues that human beings use culture as the instrument

of development. He goes on to suggest that attachmest measured by the strange
situation technique is not culturally sensitive because it ignores the differing
developmental goals of parestin different cultural contexts. In relation to maternal
sensitivity, for example, observatiotisat compare maternal behaviour in NeMork and

Tokyo (Bornstein et atited in Cole, 1992) foundthad KA f ad Ay FlLyiaQ 2N
mothers was thesame in each context, the ways in which mothers responded to infants
differed. American mothers responded to their infants when the infants focused on
objects, whilst Japanese mothers responded when they focussed on the mother. Such
variationinthe motE NE Q ad et S 2F NBalLRyaS Aa GKdza C
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the part of the mother, about the nature and goals of development. Simjladlin, et al
(1998) found that in a Japanese contexbehavioural difficulties with a child were
interprSG SR & WRA a2 NR Sifidaltie® With theYabil$yQo dépelwlrom the)
group. Such an approach might easily be contrasted with the implicit goals of attachment
approaches, which assume that the mother is used as a secure base for the demetopm
of independence rather than the goal of developmenbeing to develop group

dependence.

For Singer (1998) G G OKYSy (i GKS2NER Aa AdasStF I LIS
specific model for regulating behaviour and for internalising m@& y O Sl6R).alQa 6
strong critique of the model, she suggests that the goals of attachment theory have helped
to facilitate a system of belief in Western culture, where mothers who mother sensitively
are believed to be central to the proper developnmeri their children. This approach, she
argues, transmits a set @hlues thatare, not only specific to a particular cultural context,

but also specific to the developmental goals of the middle classes, which, she argues, may

be vastly different from thas of poor parents.

Despite these and many other reservations about attachment theory, it has had a wide
influence beyond developmental psychology. It has been used as an explanation for
various social issueqrfexample, domestic violencéo( example see, Allison et a2008;
Babcock, Jacobson, Gottman and Yerington, 2000; Bowlby, 1984) and is the basis of man:

of the parenting books that are now available.
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3.1.3 Attachment parenting

Whilst attachment theory was used as the basis for much paremtitvice for the decades
following the section world warin more recent decades parentiraglvice has come from

a similay though not entirely different source. Ermann, Ponsford, Spence and Wright
(2014) argue thatsincethe 1990sthere has been a growth the popularity of parental
advice booksg KA OK ' R@20F 4GS WHaddGlF OKYSyd LI NBydA
approach with a paediatriciatWilliam Sears, MD, and his wife, Martha Sears, RN. (Sears
and Sears, 1993)ho are based in the United State WL G4 OKYSyYy G LI NB
as a counter discourse to parenting practice by Sears ang.S#aencourages parents to

pay attentioni 2 G KSANIJ 26y Wyl GdzNF f AyadayotaqQ 2
babies from the moment they areobn, is constructed as important for promoting

WI GG 0KKS Wik 2 dzNE Q dabyiwkasig Hedding Cldselz ahwand a belief

in the signal od I 0 krf@s{IPenceand Wright,2014)

A 2 s oA

Ermannetalo H nmn0 &St SOGSR (GKS {SINBRQ 062214a |
of parenting booksarguing that itis representative, and indeed a leading voice, in the
IANRGgAYI O2y (iSYLEZNI NE RA & OFrusNgigle tiatfthe Wdoldil I O
written using a discourse dfenevolentpaternalism, whichs aimed at mothers and draws

on evolutionary discourses about the naturalness of maternal care and caring.

There are a varietyfalebates aboutattachment style parenting. Liss and Erchull @01
F2NJ SEF YL ST SELX 2NBR FSYAyAaiaqQ | 002dzy iz
discourses. One set of discourses argued that mothering and attachment style mothering

in particular was empowering for women. The other argued that the tostn of
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motherhood is inherently patriarchapositioning women as responsibfer emotional
labour andthe reproduction of society.In either case,it remains that mothering and
maternal care remain an important site of identity construction foany women with

children.

3.1.4 Mothering in Ireland

A specific vision of otherhood in Ireland was constructed in the legislative framework of
the state following independence. In the 1937 constitution, which is still in force today,

the role of women is clearly outlined:

In particular, the State recognises that by her life within the home, woman
gives to the State a support without which the common gaashnot be
achieved. The State shall, therefore, endeavour to ensure that mothers shall
not be obliged by economic necessity to engage in labour to the neglect of
their duties in the home. The State pledges itself to guard with special care
the institution of Marriage, on which the Family is foundedgdan protect

it against attack.(Constitution of Ireland, 1937, Article 41).

In this article of the Irish Constitutof? g 2 Y yQ A& AYYSRAI 0Sf @&
K2YSQo LY FRRAWNKZNEA DY ¥2 {RFAONKSA YiII Wo 2
next sentence, therole is constructedas Wy I 1 dzNJ £ Q F y R i thiSy 17
conceptualisationa mother is also economically dependent on a man because of her
WRdzASa Ay G(KSQKZXK$EAP g2¥RE WKRAR RN 20 K

economic necessity, is presumably paid work outside the home and not domestic or

emotional labour.
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Rado$ (2008) argues that discourses relating to the centralitygnothers developed long
before the formation of the Irish Republic She argues that thisas a response to the
famine of 18451852 and the need to manage the resources of the household and protect
future generations. She suggests that post famine Irelandmothers established
domestic powe which, in alliance with their priests, meant that they were responsible for
moral codes including those relating to sexual discipline. This management of
reproduction was necessary to the wellbeing of families and communities to ensure that
adequate rasources (in terms of food and land to produce it on) were available to raise
children to adulthood. Whether the regulation of food and sexual behaviour conferred
actual social power on women is debatable. It would seem more likely, following the logic
of Skeggs (1997)hat this was an attempt by women to attain respectability and social

value within existing social power structures.

Following the declaration of the Irish Republibe maternal role constructk in the
Constitutionof Ireland and therelated legal andocial policythat was enactedensured

that Irish women were primarily defined in relation to their function as bearers and
nurturers of children andsdependant spousesSince the 198Q¢here has been gradual
socialchange supportetby legislation The ban on married womeangaging in a range of
occumtions outside of the home ended in 1977. Wecame possible to obtain
contraception legally on prescription from 1980 onwards and over the counter from 1992.
The constitutional ban owlivorce endedfollowing a referendum on th issue in 1995
which meant that people could leave a marriage and remarry legally #itgr date.
Women now make up 46.% ofthe workforce (CSO Census, 2Pp16uch changes have
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allowed greater econom independence and control and linfiertility for some women.
CSNIAfAGE O2yGNRBE ¢l a |y AYLRNIIYd |aLISO
of the home. Not only is this linked to the legalisation and greater availability of
contraception, bt as Hilliard (2004) has noted, the social pressure on women to have a
baby every year is no longer in forc&bortion, howeveyremains illegalexcept where the
fAFS 2F (GKS 62YFy ONBFSNNBR (G2 a WiwS Y

in immediate danger.

3.15 Mothering identities

Motherhood is not onlyascribed as an @&htity in legislative contexts and in sogmlicy,

but has also been found to be an identity that is both assigned and taken up in ways that
are important to scial standing. Kaplan (1990) argues that@women cease to be siieg

the requirements of theiidentities change. Independent/sexual woman is subordinated
to the wife/mother, who locates her sexual activity within marriage (Kaplan, 1990).
Women in his context might be argued to have attained respectabil8ikeggs (1997)
argues that respectability is a discursive resouticat informs the uptake of subject
positions and that the performance of this kind of respectability involves the negotiation

of class, heterosexualityand care as well aghe protection and education of children

As greater numbers of women have become active in the Irish workforce, expressed
attitudes to financial dependence on husbands have also chafgedtionwide study of
attitudes to family in Ireland (FinBavis, 2011) found that ninety per cent of the 1404
NBalLR2yRSydGa FaNBSR GKFEG WAG A& 3I22R F2N

NB t I 0 A Thé Guedtiadldout female financial independenwas not asked in the
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previous survey in 198 However,n the 2011 surveyfifty-two percentt ANE SR G K I
I 6AFS YR Y2UKSNJ I NS (0KS Y2 ajlad&cozhsd fhoinf A y
seventyeight per cent in 1981 (FidARavis, 1988).His suggests thatlespite an increase in
women working outside the home, many people in Ireland still endorse idekded to
women being first and foremost wives and motheldsideed, seventnine per cent of the
alYS &l YLX S | 3NBS ® giveKhe kind $F\prdtgctioa antl supportthey i
KIS GNIRAGAZ2YyLFEte 3IAGSY (2 62YSyQhidref R K
is best done byY 2 (i K S Wi @adntradictions that arise in the responses to this
questionnaire are not surprisingAs | discussed iGhapter 2, discourses can be taken up
and deployed in ways that are varied and sometimes contradictory. In addition
guestionnaire research has been foundiea poor predictor of actual behavioPotter

and Wetherell, 1987}hese fndings illustrate this nicelyHowever they are also indicative

of the kinds of discourses that circulate in Irish society and are endorsgpeestionnaire

basedresearch.

Motherhood remains a hugely important site of identity constructionrffanywomen. As

an institution it is accordedtatusand, as Liss and Erchull (2012) have argued, is taken up
by some women as a sourcefaffilment. On the other hand, accordiig Henderson, et

al 2010) amother is subjected to the gaze of other mothers anths that gaze on herself

and others.A good mother is respectable and takes hmthering seriouslyManagement

of the selfis essentigb G2 AR G KS f I 6 $He goddrmother is Ehase Dvithik S NJ
marriage and also before it. Shaust, according to Weldon (1988pe a Madonnaand

never a whore.
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3.2 Women and sexuality

The managemenand regulationof sexual desire and behaviour has long been identified
as an important means of social contrak well asa central component in the formatn

of the self (Freud, 193®oucault, 197) As Kaplan (1990) notesexual respectability is

an important part of mother identities. Ferriter (2009)argues thatwhen the Irish state
was formed one of the ways of creating an identity of Irs$giwago standin contrast to
alack2 T EWzA $§ Yi# Rbtdstani Bngland. By way of example, he offers an excerpt
from a letter from one of the adviserso Archbishop McQuaidwho hadan extremely
powerful influenceon Irish social policyabout the state of English morality facing Irish

immigrants:
Public morals and conventions in Britain naturally depend for their standards
on the degree of vitality animating the Church of EnglaXdé[ @bkeBice
of any religious incentive among the bulk of the ptaiion has brought

many to a state which can only be described as pagabA McQuaid
papers, 1943, in Ferriter, 2009 p 76).

Standards similar to those espoused by the middle classes inridictBritain, Ferriter
(2009) arguescontinued to dominate weihto the 1980s in IrelandThe argument about

a positioning of identities as setbnsciously chaste and moral, has much in common with
what Skeggs (200 has arguedabout the ways in which working class women make
investments in respectability in ordéo counter ¥hiddle class disgu&xt ® { KS | NH
working class women are subjected adack of respectability in ways that middle class

women are not As a postolonial society forging new and separate identities from

67



/| KILWGSNI o ¢KS YF{1AY3 2F WKI LILE

Englishness, it seems that higess particulaty Irish womanhood, was idealizes chaste

and respectable.

WomerQd &aSEdzt t A& Ay Iy edadskhavikg béed yoisBuctdd ak & &
submissive and passivecipientof powerful male sexual urgébglis, 2005)Maintenance

of this kind of sexual identity for Irish womgdnglis argues, ihe result of various kinds of
surveillance. Hilliard (2004) for exampledocuments talk about control and surveillance

2T 62YSYy Q& NBLINERRAzOG A 2 yer bayt Rf the 30Ecgrtuty. $h® (i A ¢
interviewed Irish women who first became mothers in the 1950 and 1960s. Her
participants identified issues of power and control in relation to sexuality and reproduction
much more closely with the Catholic Church, andnifisience on social expectations, than
gAOK NB3IdzE A2y o6& GKS adalraSo CtKS g2YSy
and sexual control in terms of initial unquestioning acceptance of the social expectations
2T GKS RI&o int&réieivd tbok pa@eiin 1976.NAt that tan@dtracBpfion

was not only unavailable, but was constructedaasoption that did not exist because of
d20AFf LINBaaddzNE YR RAAFLILINZROGIE 2F WFI Y)
Interviews conduted with the same women iB000identified gradual disillusionment with

the Church, dued various exual scandals. When the participants were interviewettién
second studytheyargued thatas a result of thidisillusionment with the Churclhey had
rejected the authority of the clergy to regulate sexuality. They also expressed anger about
secrecy, silengeand control in the pastOne specific scandal was mentioniag many of

the participants in that studygs a turning point in their willingness comply with Catholic

teaching in relation to sexuality. Was the public scandalrrounding the publication of a

68



/| KILWGSNI o ¢KS YF{1AY3 2F WKI LILE

book by an American divorcee, Annie Murptiurphy, 1994) about her affair with
celebrity Bishop Eamonn Caseyhich resulted in the bih of a son, Peter, in 1979.
Interestingly § KS 62YSy Ay 1T AfEfAFINRQa o6unnnov aidc

outright, just the authority it had held over their reproductive and sexual lives.

Ferriter (2009) has argued that towards the endhaf 20" century, media influenceom

outside of Ireland and Bss of status and moral authority by the Catholic Church began to
erode some of the boundaries in relation to the regulation of sexuality. Women
interviewed by MurphyLawlass et al. (2004jentified young Irish women as experiencing
greater sexual freedoms than theff2 G KSNE&E Q 3 Sy S Ndese iv@nérbargued 2 & ¢
that permissive discourses, which constructed women as having sexual freedoms, were
much more related to media fantasies, thao being actually free to have sex with
whomever they chose. heyalsoclaimed that stigma about perceived promiscuity was a

barrier tothe use of contraception.

A

The permissive discourses referred to by the women in Mupity gt Saa Sid | f
study i S 0SSy ARSYUGAFTASR |a RS@OSt2LAYy3 Ay
States (Levy, 2006; Paul, 2006 well as in the United Kingdqieg. Bale, 2011). aRnch

culture (Levy, 2006¢lescribesa discourse thatLevy arguess produced in thenedia and
positions women as sexy and sexubllg | A £ I 0 f S @ lthgse fisSandsas positioy I
62YSy +a &aSEdzZt 202S00Gao {KS OflFAYa GKI i
& SEdzI t A20@5p5),avhich 8 @ot concerned wittefnale sexual pleasure but rather

with making women sexually availabletomean. dzf 6wnnc0 Of FAYa (K

LR NYATIOGA2YQ 2F OdzZ GdzNF KlFa SR G2 | 3S
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presentinghemselvesn ways which emulate gsppers and porn star8oth these theorists
argue that such representations do nmpen up spaces for talk of female sexual enjoyment

and fulfilmentof sexual desires.

Stokes (2010)dentified a growth in raunchculture, in Ireland She suggests that
positioning women as hgpily embracing sexual activitg this way, ultimately results in
women seeking male approval for being sexually attractigther than as seeking their

own pleasure She further argues that raunch is an adaitibpressure on women to aspire

to be sexually available outside of relationships (Stokes, 201t0dppears then, as Inglis

and MacKeogh (2012suggest G KIF &G LNAaK 62YSy I NB O c
contradictory discourses pbn the one hangsubsrvience,nnocenceand constraints on
sexual activity ancn the otherhand,media portrayal®f being sexually independeand
available Sexual independence is also not associated with motherhood (Kaplan, 1990) and

this is a site of potential identittrouble (Wetherell, 2005Jor single mothers.

3.30ut of wedlock child bearing

The topic of single motherhood has its own relation to sexualtgndemnation of women

who have had children outside of marriage has taken a variety of fatafferent times

in history. Single mothersave been variously regarded as wanton, feeble mindeu
lacking in sexual moralityas well as a threat to the family, irresponsible, bad mothers,
undeserving of welfare, and deliberately getting pregnembbtain housing and benefits
(Carabine 2001) Though moral condemnatioof single motherhoodstill remains, in
recent decades stigmatisation has focused on teenage mothers and those who are welfare

dependent (e.g. Manrand Roseneil, 1994; Hyde, 2000).yler (2008) describes media
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stereotypes as a vehicle for such condemnatiwhich, she arguesh & NP2 2 G0 SR Ay
Of I & a aRkdiaBvazkiiiglass woméBkeggs, 2005)This stereotypeTyler (2008)
argueshasbeench N} OG0 SNAASR Ay GKS 'Y |a G4KS W/ KI
The chav mum or pramface, with her hoop earrings, sports clothes, pony
tail (€roydon facelifp and gaggle of mixed race children, is the
jdzAy (i SaaSyidalt aSEdadtte SEOSaargsSsz a
ignorant, vulgar, tasteless, workir@f | 88 6K2NBE® ¢ KA a U3IdzNI
circulates within a wide range of media, celebrity media, reality television,

comedy programming on British television, consumer culture, print media,
f AGSNY (dzNBZ ynfghav hxt@ebsiteX Tylerf 2008>19) |

|l Aad2NROFffex LNBflIYRQa NBalLkRyasS (2 dzyYl
post-colonial identity project. Ferriter (2009) argues that the pogtependence identity

was one which was primarifipcused on Roman Catholic, rural, agrarian people, living
AAYLE S fAQSa GKFd 6SNB +02@0S Fff OKFadsS |
in England. Womenn particular were expected to maintain chastity as a matter of
national pride. Wanen who were thought to be sexually immoral, as a result of breaching
sexual norms, or who might have the potential to become sexually immoral, were regarded
as a serious threat tahe social order. Sociatensure of sexual behavioulimited
availability of contraceptionand absence of legal abortiomeant that out of wedlock
childbearing was particularly problematic in Ireland. Guilbrid®@@oes séar as to argue

that becoming pregnant outside of marriage in pasiependence Ireland was perceived

to be as serious as a criminal act because it disgraced the woman, her family, her
community, and her nation. For theseeasons,single motherhood was contained,

stigmatised, silencednd shamed in Irish society.
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A woman who was pregnant and unmarrieditsbexpect to be disowned by her family and
her community. In someaseswomen in these situations were committed to asylums
(Kelly, 2008); dters were institutionalised, rosent to mother and baby homes As |
discussed irChapter 1, ae notorious formof institutionalisation, waghe Magdalere
laundries.These were religiousrun residential instittions, where womenparticipated in
unpaid labouy sometimes on government contracts. Between 1922 and 198&n the

last of theMagdalere laundries closed30,000 women spent time in laundries in Ireland.

Anather approach was fowvomento be housed in mother and baby homeshich were
funded by the state and by donations from adoptive families of babies that were born in
the homes. Women were brought to tese institutions by family members and were
admitted on the bass that they wereP F | £ £ S y In practic&Syhith (2007) argues, this
included women who werghought to be sexually active outside of marriage; prostitutes;
incest victimsgirls who wereexiting Industrial Reform schools; those who were deemed

too pretty ortoo simplefor their own good (Smith, 2007).

Inglis (2002) claims that throughout the 1980s and into the early 1990s, when
institutionalisation became lessommon, singlenothers catinued to be stigmatised and
certan cases that came to public notieeere used asvhat he calls W SE S Y LI | NE Q
women- a warning about how they might be treated if they became sexual transgressors.
He demonstrates this claim with a case study it 0 SOl YS (y28y AY
YSNNE o0 0ASawonhad &lied JoanhayHayesgwho was reputed to have
attempted to conceal a second out of wedlock pregnancy, was arrested and charged with

the murder of a baby that had been found washedarpa beach some distance along the
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Kerry coast from where she lived. A search of her family farm identified anothet baby
which she and her family claimeehs the baby she had been carryjrgdwhichhad ded
shortly after birth. It hadbeen wrapped ira plastic bag and buried nearby. Although the
baby on the beach had affitrent blood type tQ Joama Hayes, Jerimiah Locieer lover)

and the child found on the farm, An Garda®iana (the Irish police force) pressdtarges
againsther for murder. Theyclaimed that Joanna Hayésd given birth to twinsgdue to
superfecundation: impregnation by more than one person as a result of intercourse with
both during ovulation. The basis for this accusation was thate she already had a child
with a maried man,Jerimiah Locke, arghe was contining a clandestine relationshipith

him, it was likely that she was having sexual intercourse with a variety of men. No evidence
of Joanna Hayes having sexual partnetBer than Jerimiah Locke was presented.
Following extensive publicontroversythe charges were droppedFor Inglis (2002}he

Kerry babies case illustrates a form ddaplinary power. Joanna Hayes claims, was a
a0F1LIS3I21 G 6K2 o1 & O2y A AW8A SRLI EdviBnyabiodt SE & |
the consequences of sexual transgression.

Since 1984, when the Kg babies case was in the news in Irelatigtre have been changes

in the incidence of out of wedlock parentindsFigurel below shows,n 198Q of 70 000
recorded births inreland less than 500Were outside of marriage. B015,24 000 of 40

000 recorded births were outside of marriaf@.S.O, 2017

73



/| KILWGSNI o ¢KS YF{1AY3 2F WKI LILE

Births
by statistical indicator and Year
State (NHumber)

70,000 26,000
D 24,000
60,000 22000
55,000 R
50,000 '
45,000 18,000
40,000 18,000
35,000 14,000
30,000 12,000
25,000 10,000
20,000

2,000
15,000
10,000 e

S 000 4,000
2,000
1980 1982 1935 1933 1991 1997 2000 2003 2006 2000 2012 2015

| I Births within Marriage (Number) (left axis) = Hirths outside Marriage (Mumber) (right axis) .

BC50

FHGUREL BIRTHS BBTATISTICAINDICATOR ANNMEAR

A substantial proportion of births in Ireland are now registeredctdabitng couples.
Births to cohabiting couples hawaly been recorded in official statistics since 2007 and, as
Tablel illustrates, the numbehas increased. Of the 32.8% of births outside of marriage
recorded in 200751.5% were to cohabiting pares1 This rose to 57.7% of the 36.3% of

out of wedlock births in 2014C.S.0., 2037
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TABLEL BIRTHS OUTSIDE OF NRARGEINCLUDING WITH COHABIG PARENTS FRQQ07

2002 18815 311
2003 19313 314
2004 19938 323
2005 19528 32

2006 21285 33.2
2007 23170 11932 51.5 32.8
2008 24844 12859 51.8 33.1
2009 24532 13647 55.6 33

2010 24860 13498 54.3 33.7
2011 25150 13822 54.8 34

2012 25344 14321 56.5 35.1
2013 24353 13856 56.8 35.3
2014 24450 14127 57.7 36.3

These changes in patterns of single motherhood are reflected in opipalts. A
nationwide study on attitudes to family in Ireland (Fbavis, 2011) found thatvhilst the

vast majority of respondent80% agreed that marriage provides security and stability for
children, the proportion who thought that people who want b@ave children should get
married wasA7% These two somewhat differing responses to the question indicatee
again, the difficulties with questionnaire research, in which the variables for measurement
are constructed by the research instrumenfThey &0 demonstrate that variable and
contradictory positons are taken up in talk fact, over two thirds of the sample agreed
that having a child with someone was a far greater commitment than getting married (Fine

Davis, 2011).

Smith (2007) argues th&® dzZNA y 3 G KS LISNA 2R 2F LINR A LISNAR G

GKSNBE 41&a | 3INBGAYI LR LMabnm whichR&opl®© itdehpBitE 2 -

75



/| KILWGSNI o ¢KS YF{1AY3 2F WKI LILE

distance themselves. Old Ireland represents an Ireland that was dominated by the church

and is very dierent to the Wew Irelandbf today.

This discourse of Old and New Ireland, has been applied to the ways in which women were
treated in Ireland in the pasiAs | mentioned itthapter 1, following an investigation into
the treatment of women in MagdalenLaundries (McAleese, 2013), the leadelrefand
Enda Kennyoffered a public apologin the Irish Parliament othe 19" February 2013the
followingis an extract from this apology
| believe | speak for millions of Irish people all over the world when | say
we put away these women because for too many years we put away our
conscience. We swapped our personal scruples for a solid public apparatus
thatkeptusintuneandinstepwith Sy asS 2F 6KI 0 61 & WLIN
2NJ 0KS WFLINRLINREFEGS @GASsQ | OO2NRAY3I
fostered at the time patrticularly in the 1930s, 40s and 50s. We lived with
the damaging idea that what was desirable and acceptable in the eyes of

the Church and the State was the same amtterchangeable
(Oireachtasdebates, 2013)

In this statementthe Taoiseach constructs a version of reasons for the treatment of
62YSYy Ay al 3IRIESyS I dzyRNASaAD IS €t20F04S
'y WIFLILINRBLNAIFGS @GASsQ +a 2yS gKAOK Aa A
a ONMzLX Sa Qo 2S (KS LIS2L)X S WYAtftAz2ya 2F |
eSIENERQO® ¢KS WRIFYF3IAY3I ARSI Q> dcéptableNdhizS 4 =
SeSa 2F (KS / KdzZNOK FyR GKS {GlrdS sLthe (K
L2aAdAzya GKS LNAAK LIS2LIX S +Fa YAadl 1Sy Ay

on Church teaching. In additiphe locates this firmly ithe pastA Yy Wi KS wmdo n a
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pnaQs odzi LINBFTFOSa GKAa ¢A0GK (K g2NR WLJ
institutions until 1996. In doingo,he argues that Ireland is no longer like this and that the

values of the Church no longe®@® NNz S 2 dzNJ WLISNE 2y | f & ONXzLJ

The suggestion of a complete and permanent change in the way in \wimglke mothers

are spoken aboutay be an oversimplification. There has certainly been a change in how
single parent families are treated in relationw@lfare payments. The introduction what
wasthencalled theWdzy YIF NNA SR Y20 KSNB | ff 26 wyghcuSad Ay
income who wergarenting alone were guaranteed a welfare payment until their youngest
child reached the age of 1&3owevera significant change in these rules was implemented

in 2015. This age limit was reduced to 7 from 2 July 2015 (CIC, 2016). Acconu#agato
reports (e.g. Roche, 2015Joan Burton, the government minister in charge of social
welfare, implemented thighange as an incentive for single mothers to work and thus exit

poverty.

This certainly indicates a change from the model of mother who according to the lIrish
/| 2yaidAlddzianzy akKz2dffROSyamh 168 WEZE2 NOSIR S®& K
(Constitdion of Ireland, 1937)However, it does positiogingle motherswho are full time

at home with their children and welfare dependargs problematic. In addition, an
exception to the payment for children until the age of 7 is made for single parents wio los

a spouse to death. In thisase,there is atwo-year period of payment of the allowance

provided the child is under the age of 18.
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3.4 Young single mother
As has beemliscussed, a greater expressed acceptance of out of wedlock parenting has
been notedin Irelandin the early part of the 21 century (FineDavis, 2011) However,
several commentators have identified a shift in focuBom stigmatisation ofsingle
motherhood to stigmatization of teenage mothers and those who are welfare dependent
(e.g. Alldred & David, 2010; Cassiman, 2008; Duncan, ;28§de, 2000 Mann and
Roseneil, 1994 Teenage motherhood is represented as risky for both the mothe iz
child (McVarish, 2010) and as a social problem in need of a solution. Teenage mothers are
regarded aslacking the skills to parent adequately, prone to poverty, likely to repeat a
cycle of teenage pregnancgnd as lacking in education and skillsrfthemselves and
educational ambition for their children (Duncanadt 2010). The following quotation from
'bL/9CQa W! [SI3dzS ¢Fo6fS 2F ¢SSylF3aS . AN
claims made about teenage mothers:

Giving birth as deenager is believed to be bad for the young mother

because the statistics suggest that she is more likely to drop out of school,

to have no or low qualifications, to be unemployed or {pwid, to live in

poor housing conditions, to suffer from depressiangd to live on welfare.

Similarly, the child of a teenage mother is more likely to live in poverty, to

grow up without a father, to become a victim of neglect or abuse, to do

less well at school, to become involved in crime, to abuse drugs and

alcohol, anl eventually to become a teenage parent and begin the cycle all

over again. (UNICEF, 2001)
Phoenix (1991) argued, on the basis of her study of mothers under the ageaafzdrter

of a century agan the UK, that the age of a mother as a marker of difieeeand deficiency
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in motheringwas a relatively recent social constructiorshe points out thafirst time
motherhood at older agess the result of social and economic structures which require
women to delay pregnancy and childbirth in order to beconwueated enough to
participate in the workforcef advanced capitalist economieMcVarish and Billings (2010)
argue that whilst some socieconomic similarities can be found across large populations,
qualitative studies reveal vastly varied circumstanaad multiple pathways to teenage
motherhood. They also suggest that the problematization of pregngnogly on the basis
2F (KS Y gdakelat@Ednew pAghomenon, based on the assumption that young
mothers lack emotional maturity, educatipand financial resources required to parent

So, by definition are harmful to the development of their children.

In relation to the specific claims made by the UNICEF statement, Dunahr§2810) claim

that careful analysis of data offers evidence the¢nage mothers, when compared with
women of similar soci@conomic circumstancesvho do not become mothers, actually
fare better over the long term in terms of education and employmé&nincan et. a(2010)
found that, contrary to common assumptionthe fathers of the children of young single
Y2U0KSNE KIF @S | NP fafl thatifenag& Sareridsknave RgdsBinatdes A
for their children. Iraddition,McNulty (2010) argues that there is a widely hatgsumption
among health professionals d@h there is aninevitable cycle of teenage pregnancy in
deprivedareas.However, her qualitative study found no intergenerational transmission of
a message encouraging teenage pregnancy. In addgimfound that in the accounts of

the teenage mothers she spoke to, career aspirations were constructed as interrupted,
rather than as absentFor the most parstunmarried teenagers are likely to live with their
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own parents (Jorgenson, 1993 cited in Bm®l Boyd, 2002). In addition, analyses of
developmentaldifferences found between the children of teenage mothers and the
children of mothers in their twentiesn the UK, have been found to be explainable purely
in terms of the socigeconomic circumstares of many of the women who become mothers
whilst theywere teenagers(Hawkes, 2010)In this study Hawkes presented a statistical
analysis of figures relating to teenage motherhood. She demonstratediibatlvantaged
teenage motherhoodin the United Kingdom was associated with disadvantaged
circumstances prior to the birth of the childremather than as a result of it and argued that

it is the prior experiences that were the problem and not the teenage pregnancy itself. She
further found that when fe experiences were controlled for, theveere very few further
disadvantages.Furthermore,a study in the United States of America (Geronimus, 1997)
found that women who had become teenage mothers did better in relation to income and
employment, in theirmid to late twenties than miscarrying teenagers from the same

background

Burman (2008 has argued, that constructionsf young mothersin public discourse
supports a particular ageda in relation to social policy. presents young single mothers

as urdesirable, and an irresponsible burden on society. This helps to maintain the position
of women in society as deficient or deviant if they halkiédren when they are young and
single Neverthelesswhat some have referred to as a moral panic in relatioteenage
motherhood (Kerry, 200Has been prominent in discourse for a number of decadéss

has been linked to discourses that present welfare recipients as lazy and sometimes
dishonest. Cassiman (2008) discusses this construction in the talk of United States
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t NEBaARSY(d w2yl R wSIl 3| gdhing Wefdrd/Cauilldcagsintuf & ¢
I NBdzSa GKFG GKS GSNY WgStFINS 1jdzSSyQ o1 a
relation to poverty and to womenln this conceptionyoung mothers wereonstructed as

being of poor character, and morally questionable due to their unjiesifreliance on
GSETFIFENBE YR WNBFdzaAlItQ (G2 62N] o6/l aaAyYlys
discourseshat support neoliberal ideologythe ways in which neoliberal subjectivities
(Rose, 1996) have been made available was discuss@wpier 2. Neoliberal ideologies
assume thatmarkets are the best, fairesand most efficient allocators of resources.
Neoliberal subjects are oriented to the market first and foremost and to their participation

in it. Those who fail to maximiséeir life arcumstancesy working and earningthose

who live on welfare are constructed asnorally defcient because they demarslipport

from the state. This allows the demonization of the poor and the socially excluded on the
basis that they are not productivenembers of society. A productive person, in this
conceptualisation, is a persavho is middle class, educatgahd able to participate in the
world of work. This persoris thus able to buy things for herself and her children and
contribute to the economy. If the person is enother, she must be able tavork and earn

as well as being a consum@lldred & David, 2010)

According to Thompson (201Gjhe ideal mother in popular culture is positioned as a
consumer who eithemakesgood or bad choices. her analysis of movie representati®

of young single mothers, Thompsolaims that women of colour, women who are deemed

too poor, and women who are regarded as too young to raise a child adequately, are
LINBAaSYGdSR Fa YIF{Ay3d -52 RSOKRWDS aEKMKS f EAF
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maintain a legitimate claim to motherhood and its appropriate consumer choices,
regardless of matal status. In her analysis of the movyi@unqg Thompson argues that the
outcome of the story, in which the teenage mothé&uno, gives her child to a middle class,
working, educated, white single mother constructs a happy outcome. Juno makes the
WNRIROK2A0S o0& KIFIGAYy3a KSNI o 04 IRERNIHK B -

white, middleclass woman.

Indeed,Alldred and David (2010) go so far as to argue that the problematization of teenage
mothers in social policy is a way of furthering fed SN} f ARSI fa 27
WAYRSLISYRSYyOSQd ¢SSyr3aS Y2GKSNB FlFAf (2 |
analysis, because they are welfare dependent, because they lack the skills to participate in
the workforce, and because they do not ka the money to be good consumerBhey
cannot be free because they are not participatingyful the market economy.Poverty

and welfare dependence ara this way positioned as a personal failure.

In an Irish contextthis neoliberal &ilure idealhas been comparedavith discourses of
deserving and undeserving poor (Breand Devereaux, 2003). Whilst some welfare
recipients, like those who have lost a partner through death, might be regarded as
deserving of financial suppqmthers like those whaare constructed as getting pregnant
either because of lack of responsibility or by design, in order to receive state supports and

remain on welfareare positioned as undeserving.

The ideathat teenage welfare dependant motherhood is being embraced elscéce by
many, is not supported by statistical data in Irelantihe percentage of teenage births

reached a peak in 199@ith 6.2% (3,314) of all births being recorded to mothers uriter
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(CS.0., 2016). HowevasFigure2 shows, the proportion of women under the age of 20
has become so low that it hasilied to register as a proportioof all births in Ireland in

2012 and 2013.

Total Births (Number)
by Age of Mother at Maternity and Year
Not stated (Number)
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®Ccso
HGURR2 ALL BIRTHS AND BIRTHBBWOMEN UNDEROD

The figures certainly indicate that teeragnotherhood is no longer a widespread issue.
According to Hyde (200Q) 1999 births to women under 20 wereecorded at 6.2% of all
births. The following yeaHyde (2000) publisheda study of young pregnant women
attending a Dublin maternity hospitalShe found that wmen who were, or appearetb

be, young, unmarried and welfare dependent were subjected to stigmatisation in public
encounters.Hyde interviewed mothers and found that they described incidents in which
strangers stared at them and madegative comments about their ages and pregnancies.

%

Ly SELXFAYAYy3 (KSaS FTAYRAy3I&sS |1 8RS RNBS
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For GoffmanW OA @At A wHenipédphf whb Boyh& knbwi each other act as though
they do not see themand do not stare at them or talk to them in familiar way#/de (2000)
argues that the women in her study did not have the status to be treated with civil
inattention because they were stigmatized on the basis of their perceived age and lack of

a partner.

3.5 Chapter conclusions

This chapter hagliscussed motherhood and the construction of children as in need of
particular kinds of care. Theorie$ attachment and parenting practices were reviewed

and the impact of these on maternal rolegere discussed. Some of the historical
antecedents to the ways in which identities of mothers are elevated or problematized in
particular and sometimes changing waysre examinedIt has argued that akinds of
Y2UKSNK22R I NB &adzm 2S00 (FoRaulti&)buBdt m@her 2 F
identities are largely, though not unproblematically, the resultseftsurveillanceand
perhaps imagined surveillance by other mothef$he chapter then turned to the topic of
62YSyQa &aSEdzZ fAGe | yvhat nglifaeBaKebdh (2012)éseriveS y 1

asiKS WR2dza6EBdzbAyR2¢FdzZNQ®

The recent history of single motherhoooh Ireland was discgsed in relation to
stigmatisation of all out of wedlock child bearingh recent decades This kind of
stigmatisaion was largely related to problematizatioan the basis of lack of chastity,
which was of historical significance in the formation of appropriate Irish womanhbod.
has been argued thalrish mothers who were once confined to the home are now

expected to be good neoliberal subjects who earn and support their childidowever,
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being a good mother and chaste womaris still an important source of respectable

identities for women.

Out of wedlock chdl bearing which until a few short decades ago could result in social
stigmatizaion and incarceration, is now much more common than it once. wakas been

I NHdzSR (GKS SYLXKI&aAa KFra AKAFGSR Ay NBOSYyI
increase in teenage pregnancy and the feaattyoung mothers are deviant because they

are poor neoliberal subjects andre deficient in paenting skills ancambition for their
children. The demands of respectable motherjiigen, appear to have changed someath

within the lifetimes of the women who participated in this studyVhilst mothers were

once required to attend to duties in the home, a successful mother is now a provider with

an education and a career.

In tracng a path through theskleas it is dear that being a single mother and particulay
a young single mother, signals identity troulf@etherell, 2005).A particularly troubled
identity is that of the young single motheFhe next chapter will examine the ways in which

motherhood and sigle motherhoodare situated withinfamily relationships
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Chapter4d. FamilyMatters

Winnicott famously said: 'There is no such thing as an infaeining, of course, that
whenever one finds an infant one finds maternal care, and without maternal care there
g2dzft R 0S y2 AYTI . Ba&rNQThé sahme/mightde shid aboumadrmther drd
child. Is there any such thing as a mother and chittioaut family, networks, supports,
relationships and interactions? This chapter will argue that family, in its various
constructions, is an integral part of the lives of many single mothers and their children,
though some single mothers do live withoutagbnships with family.

The meaning of family is one which is contested in a variety of sphkosgever As
Engelhardt (2007) notes:

If there is anything that characterizes the contemporary understanding of

the family, it is the lack of a common und&nding. We share no
O2yaSyadzaoQ { dzOK R&adeniicsphered OuDalzhiny 2 (G 2y
L2t AGAOFEYT a20AFt YR SO02y2YAO R2YIl Ay
Ad 2dzi 2F I FlLYAfte@ KlFla AYLIXAOFGA2ya 7

immigration status, distribution of assets, and so on(p).

Cook (2014) offershree main ways of defining family: those which define families in
relation to statusessuch as biological relatednessmarital status or living arrangements;
those which are based on the functions that are performed by the family in relation to

society; and those that are defined by the personal meanings that are assigned to them.

In many of the moral panitiscoursa (Kerry, 2007)hat were discussed iGhapterl, single

mothers are constructed as existing as a single, s@parate from other farty members
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However, single parents have been found to have close relationships withndet
families (Jorgenson, 1993).

In other contexts, such as official statistics on househdklS G SNy a WwWaiay 3t S
Wi 2y S | ¥¥FRKSINI RE $@ id¢ndfiedlas a family formAnd et, as was
discussed in previous chaptetbe single parent family has been constructadt only as

a deficient family, but also as an incomplete familjowever,in the context of statistics

on households it is ewtructed asa family.

When categorising a single parent family as a family, questions arise about who is in such
a family and how it is comprised. Is the function of a single parent family to raise children,
and if so how well do single parents perfothis function? The psychology text bopks
whichwere reviewed in Chapter, positioned family as a site of socialisation for children
and were largely based on an assumption of the nuclear family as the ideal. Are extended
families partof households ando relationships outside of the place of residemoatter?

Are unmarried fathers part of the family of the child of a single mother and ofareiyf?
Questions of this kind aneot always easy tanswer;however,it is worth asking thenin

order to think through the issues that arise when thinking about single mothers as
members of families or as independent family unAs. CooK2014) notes family is often
categorised in terms of the meaning it has for those who are in it, so it tsano

straightforward category.

This chapter will examine some historical and cultural variations in how families are formed
and structured and then go on to outline some demographic features of Irisiiyféife,
both past and present. HEorisation in relation to families as groups and the ways in which

they interact will be discussedalong withthe ways in which family values have been found
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to be transmittedacrossgenerations. The chapter will then go on to examine the ways in

which fathers and fénering are talked about.

4.1 Constructing families

Changing forms of family organisation have been a source of debate, interest, concern and
celebration by academics and social commentators alike. In,XB&6sociologistE.W.
Burgesspublished a book in which he expressed his deep concern at the emergence of the
nuclear family and the breakdown of traditional extended family bonds. He argued that
the, then, newly emerging nuclear family was likely to be damaging to future generations
of children in the United States. Without the benefit of extended family networks, he
claimed, children would not be socialised properly and this would be damaging to society
as a wholgBurgess, 1916)He later changed his view on tifi&urgess, 192G)nd argued

that nuclear families in industrial societies were fulfilling different functions to those
fulfilled by the large extended family networks of the past. The new forms of nuclear
family, he arguedare based on love and companionship between llusband and wife,

rather than on law and custopas had previously been the case.

Elizabeth Bott made a similar claim on the basis of her study of urban English families in
the 1950s(Bott, 1957). She identified two distinct kinds of marriage: thosewhich the
husband and wife were part of clogmit networks of families and friends and received
help and support from those networks; and those who reliedooe another for support

and companionship. This latter kind of marriage, she argued, develapeat result of

geographical mobilitynecessitated by changing work patterns.
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As well as historical differences in how families are structured, differences in forms of
family organisation have also beereitified across cultures Nauck & Suckow2006)
conducted a study of family networks across cultures in Japan, Korea, China, Indonesia,
Israel, Germanyand Turkey. They distinguish between marriages that are descendant and
those which are affinal. Descendant marriages, they grgueethose that ardbased on the

need to pass omheritance such as land diamily farm businesses, whilst affinal are those

which provide friendship and companionship.

In the latter half of the 2 century, some theorists began to express concern about the
breakdown of the nuclear family. Popenoe (1998j example, argues that the nuclear
familyis indeclineand that this isdamaging tahe fabric of society because the famity
essential for childreang and companionship. particular,he expresses concern about
GKS 101 2F FIFIOKSN) FAIdzNBEA FyR | NBdzSa (fF
(Popenoe, 1996)However as the example from EW Burgess at the start of the chapter
indicates, famies have been constructed in ways other than the nuclear family in the past
and continue to be constructed differently in many contextshave already discussed in

this thesis, the many ways in which single parent families are constructed as deviant and
deficient and have presented arguments to the contraip section 4.4 of this chapter, |

will consider the issue of concern abdbe lack of father figures.

A more optimistic approach to changing family forms comes from Stacey (1&88)result
of her sociological investigations into California famjlgkee concludedhat, indeed there
Aa | OKlIy3aSo {GFr0eqQa Frtyrteara O2yaidNHOUG:

case studies of the various family forms in which her research patitspvere involved
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and concludes that the ability to construct varying family groups across the lifespan meant
that familieswould become more egalitarian over tim&Vhat isinteresting about both

{GF O0SeQa omgpRc O 2LIPY 2 E QA A otNadkdpicfatherDgungds oty |
family seems to be defined in relation to how women structure their living arrangements

and relationships.

Bengston(2001) suggests thawith increasingly fluid bonds between people raising
children accompanied by better health and greater ages, multigenerational bonds are once

again becoming important fowellbeingand supportacross the lifespan.

The® brief examples of commentargbout changingamily forms,suggest that families
have operatedin different ways at different timeswith different kinds of family form

idealised in different contexts

4.2 Families in Ireland

One of the ways in which family has been constructed is in relation to the economic
organisation of the culture in which appears(Whiting & Whiting, 1975) In the last 100
years there has been substantial change in the ways in wthiehrish economy functions.
This is reflected in the comparison of apational profiles. AJable 2 below shows in

1911, almost half of the population (48.4%) worked in agriculture. By 2@1i6 had
reduced to 4.9%including fishing and forestry. The number of people engaged in
manufacturing dropped from 26.8% to 12% and the number working in clerical and
professional ocupations more than quadrupletfom 8.8% to 40.3. The numbers working

in personal service and childcare almost doubbpaing from 10.4 to 20.5%.
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TABLE2 COMPARISON OF OCCURMAL PROFILES

1911 Percent 2011 percent

Agricultural 48.4 Fishing, Farmin¢ 4.9
Forestry

Industrial 26.8 Manufacturing  12.8
and building

Professional 8.8 Clerical, 40.3

professional anc
technical health

Commercial 5.6 Sales, 215
commerce,
communications
warehouse,
transport

Domestic 104 Personal service 20.5
and childcare

Total 100 100

(Table from Williams, et aR016)

Kennedy (2001) argues that the kind of family forms that were supported by social policy
at the formation of the Irish state, were thoskat supported the ascendant peasant and
agrarian class following independence. As landowners and farmers, the special status of
marriage in the Constitution was of economic importance, she claims. A ban on divorce,
for example, avoided the division of fatemds following dissolution of marriag&imilarly,

alack of succession rights for children born outside of marriage until 1987, she argues, was

imperative for farming families in order protettte inheritanceof lands.

The importance of male successim farming meant that children born outside of marriage
were granted little legal status until the enactment of the Status of Children Act, 1987
(Kennedy, 2001) This development meant that succession rights were established for

illegitimate children ad that unmarried fathers could claim guardianship of their children.

91



Chapter 4. Family Matters

This is important in terms of the roles of fathers in families and | will discuss this further in
section 4.4.

Another important change to family forms in Ireland was the introductrdivorce in
1995. This meant that people could legally end marriages and repaloying legal
recognition of second and subsequent families that was not possible in Ireland previously
(Fahy, 2001) However, Ireland hashe lowest rate of divorce in the European Unjiah
0.6% per 1000 of population (C.S.0O., 2016).

Other kinds of family have also acquired legal recognition in recent years. In th@15
Children and Family Relatiships Act was signed into law (Bacik &@rdgan, 2016) and
was designed to recognision-traditionalZamilies including same sex couples and those
who have had children through dor assisted human reproduction.

Social, legislative and economic changes have impacted substantially onftaimigion

in Ireland, in particular since the 108, As shown ifiable 1 births outside of marriage
incressed from around 5% in 1980 to 36.4% in 20THis is a similar rate to that found in
Germany, the UKand Norway(Williams, et al. 2016) As Table3 overleaf shows a
proportion of these children, 5.1%, liveith cohabiting parents. The totalumber of
children not living with married grents is 23.1%ndicating a decline in marriage as a
prerequisite for parenting It is also interesting to nottat almost 1/3 of families (29.3%)

have no children.
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TABLE3 HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION

Household structure Percent
Husband and wife without children 22.2
Cohabiting couple without children 7.1
Husband and wife with children 47.4
Cohabiting couplewith children 5.1
Lone mother with children 15.8
Lone father with children 2.5
Total % 100
Total family units (number) 1,179,210
(C.S.0., 2017)

There have also been changes in the numbers of children in families in recent decades. The
average number of children born to Irish women has fallen from four per mother in 1970
to two since the 1990s (Fahy, 2001). atidition, far fewer women are fullime at home.

Figure Joverleafgives a graphical representation of the decline in the numbers of women
working full time at home since 1997. In 19%iere were 580 women per thousand
engaged in home duties. By 2Q1is figure had fallen to 420 per dlusand. Women, it
appears, contrary to the aspirations in the Irish constitution, discussed in chapter 3, are
engaging in labour outside of the home (Constitution of Ireland, 1987in increasing

numbers.
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Person aged 15 years and over (Thousand)
by Quarter
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HGURE3 WOMEN WORKING FULIME IN THEHOME

The proportion of women in paid employment rose from 28.2% in 1971 to 47% ire2002
by 2012 was at 55.2% of the workforce (OECD, 20t®&) demographic picture in relation
to families in Irelandthen, indicates a number of legislative changes and changes in

patterns of employmenandthose who engage it.

Families who do not work or who are in low paid work are at risk of poverty.Stineey of
Income and Living Conditioms Ireland (SILQ015) found that families with one parent

had a consistent rate of povertepf 26.2%in 2015. This was compared with consistent
rates of poverty in two parent familieef 7.7%. In this survepoverty was defineds
AyO02YSa oSt 2 dgpeeadiit,gnd HaprNatien SUBH as not being able to afford
heating ornew shoes.

{Ay3ItS LINByda INB Ftf20F0SR I LISNa2Y!I ¢
LISNJ OKAf R® ¢CKAAd Ad | NIGS 2F e€eHHH SN ¢

Survey of Income and Living Conditi@®&15). A married couple with a child is paid a rate
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2T emdpo F2NI 0KS FANRG FRdzZ G YR e€emMHyYy ®mn

People who are welfare dependant are also paid an allowancerttsva&nt (D.S.P., 2017).

The reduced rate for the second aduherefore, might potentially make couples better

off financially if they live separately, particularly if they live with their own parents. By this
reckoningl 02 dzLX S GAGK 2yS OKAfR fAGAY3 | LI NI
gKAfald I O2KFOAGAY 3 2NJ YIE NNARSR O2dzZLX S gA
addition, if each of the partners is paid separatedach will have a level of finantia
independence. For those on welfatben, and particularly for single mothers living with

parents, marriage or cohabitation is not financially beneficial.

4.3 Roles and relationships in families

Another approach to understanding family is to examinewag's in which family members
interact as a unit. Such analyses often take for granted a particular model or understanding
of family, based on the nuclear familyhich is constructed as ideal in contemporary
Western societyfe.g. Combrincksraham, 1985Carter & McGoldrick, 1980ackson, 1957

- reprinted 1981) However, they do offer insightsto how power is distributed ifamily

units. Jackson (1957) was one of the first theorists to develop an account of the ways
families operate as a bounded groappeople collaborating together. Don Jackson was a
psychiatrist who worked with families within which a member had mental health
diagnosesmost frequently schizophrenia. Having developed therapeutic interventjons
which involved family members in theeatment of the individual with the diagnosis, he
came to the conclusion that families are not a collection of individuals, but rather that
family communication was a system of mutual action and interaction. He argued that
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there were tensions in familyystems between change and the need to maintain the family
as an operationalinit. He used the analogy of homeostasis to describe this process and
argued that patterns of interaction between family members were governed by rules, of
which the family memers were largely uaware. Tis approaclunderestimatesthe extent

to which socially situated and gendered assumptions about social roles natuse
patterns of interaction| will discuss this further in the next section when | talk about
constructionsof fatherhood. Howevethe notion that interactions are a joint construction

is a useful one for understanding how families interact and work up versions of themselves.

The ways in which families interact and the impact of those interactions on farhidie

been examind using experimental researcMinuchin (1974) also regaed families as
systems of communication between people who are negotiating positions from particular
roles within the family. He was particularly interested in the emotional impact of family
conflict. Minuchin designed experimenthat measured stress hornmes in children
observing parental discord, and theorised that the level of stress experienced by the
children was a result of the role that they played in family communication. What is useful
about these approachess that they draw attention to the reprocal and shared nature of
family interactionsand demonstratethat family members position one anotheand are

positioned in talkin ways that are patterned and repeated.

Systemic heories discussed so faare useful foexplaining interactive pa¢rns and noting
that families operate as systemblowever,a limitation of these theories that they show

a rather static picture of famillfe, whichdoes notaccount for change over time.
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In order to develop a theory #t included the changing nate of family relationships,
Carterand McGoldrick (1980) theorised a family lifecycle model. This model starts with a
family as a system with its own roles and hierarchy, but also theorises that change in family
communication is inevitable due to biolegi changes, such as aging and maturation, and
also due to social and cultural expectations, transgenerational influence, and interactions
outside of the immediate family. laddition,the fortunes of individal family members
Carter and McGoldrick (198@argue,impact upon one another in relation to family beliefs
and values and also the beliefs and values of the culture in which the family lives. For
exampleas | discussed thapter 1,EarnerByrne (2008) notes that until the mitb80s in
Ireland, tre perceived chastity of one woman in an Irish family was believed to impact on

the marriage chances of other women in the family.

However,by naming stages and assuming a linear developroéfamily lifg Carter and

a OD2 f RNA Onodeiidoesmatdageourit for some of the more diverse family forms
that exist, in particular, in the context of this thesis, lone parent families. Another difficulty
with family lifecycle models is the assumption that generatjamso arenot in the nuclear
family, are outsde of the family and are regarded as of lesser influence than the immediate
family. CombriniciGraham (1985) developed this aspect of the family life cycle by
conceptualising it as a life spiralith each family member moving closer to and further
awayfrom other familymembers at different points of developmenfhis is described by
CombrinickGraham (1985)as times when families arecentripetal (close) such as
becoming closer to parents upon the birth of a chiohd centrifugal (separatingjor
example when first getting to know a new life partneiThe development omodels for

understanding the familys a complicated andndeed, as the earlier part of the chapter
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noted, contested and situated endeavour. However, the work of theorigth sas
CombrinckGraham 1985, Carter and McGoldrick (1980), Minuchin (19&f)d Jackson
(1957- reprinted 1983 demonstrate the shifting nature of power relations within families
and the ways in which social changes can also impact on power relagoieb. models set
out to examine some of th@erocesses thatnaintain systems and manage changghin

an established family.

Another way in which families have been studied is by examining the ways in which
intergenerational narratives operate within fampiinteractions. A small number of studies
(McLean and Breen, 2009; Fivush, et al., 2008; Wang and Leichtmanha08nalysed

the stories that parents tell to children in order to identify the ways in which values are
transmittedandhow family identites are established and maintaineBivush, et al(2008)
examined and compared the ways in which mothers and their children constructed
narratives of emotional events. They found that frightening events were narrated with a
greater number of emotional ards than happy eventand were more coherent and
contained. They argued thatvhen mothers narrated frightening eventthey provided
causal explanations. The authors concluded that this is a way of scaffolding the meaning
that the chid attached to the event.

Studies in Tiawan and China have also found that storytelling to younger family members
is utilised as a means pfomotingmoral and social values and cultural notcnWangand
Fivush (2005 andWangandLeichtman000)found that mothers, fathers, grandparents

and extended families tell stories to younger generations and that this storytelling
constructs and mairtins family identities. Such stories were found to provide ways for

younger generations to make sense of personal experiences. They also form the structure
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of the kinds of narratives children begin to generate themselv8smilarly, McLeaand
Breen (200) found that Americanparents tell stories whichteach values to their
adolescent offspring. Intergenerational studies have identified the ways in which the talk
of families of women across generations tells stories of intergenerationalBaaanen, et

al., 2004)and family work towards social mobilifBjerrum Nielsen and Rudberg, 2000)
Family support across generations was also identified by Gee and Rhodes (2003). The)
found that African American teenage mothers benefited from social support fitweir t
own mothers, but not from the fathers of their children. Thagofound that maternal
grandmothers acted as substitute parents when fathers were absent, but also supported
the return of an absent father and took a less involved role if fathers nedir

Participation in the everyday discourse of the fapfibBfiowing a change in circumstancges
has also been found to make it possible for young women to renegotiate boundaries with
parents following the birth of an out of wedlock childHyde, 1999).Changes in family

then, allow for renegotiation of family relationships.

However, gender roles have also been found to be reproduced in family contexts.
Discursive work on family roles has identified a number of ways in which gender roles are
maintaned and sustaineddiscursively Dixon and Wetérell (2004) for example, found

that couples divide tasks unequally but do not necessarily construct such differences as
unfair and that this acceptance maintains and sustains traditional gender rolesother

study of gender roles in familieNentwich (2008) found that mothers are often positioned

as the main carer of children and take up subject positiseing selflesswhilst fathers

take up positions as restorers of gender order and canbe gogitE R I & W& KA NJ 7

duties. Similarly{ dzy RSNI I YR 6uwnnn0 F2dzyR GKIF G FI (K
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were constructed as being managed and facilitated by mothédentwich (2008) also
foundd KIG FFGKSNE ¢SNB OKFNYOGSNRASR | a K.

be guided by the more competent parent.

4.4 Unmarried fathers

As discussed Chapter 2, single parent families have been frequently constructed as deviant
and deficienfwhenO2 YLJI NBR (G2 ¢KI G {KFEFFSNI dmpdcv

family of this kind is positioned as incomplete and there is often an assumption that the

father of a child in a single parent family is not involvetleed,Y dzOK 2 F (KS WY
that is applied to certain kinds of young men who are positioned as dangerous and deviant,
KFra 0SSy O2yaidNHzZOGSR Fa NBadzZ GAy3 CoheR Y |
1972). Furthermore,somed A y 3t S Tl G KSNAE | NB OQ@assimadzO (i ¢

2008) who fail to support their children financially and who do not provide the kind of

discipline and structure that children, particukasons need.

This kind of construction rests on the assumption that parents provide different rofles in
lives of children.lt assumes that men provide discipline, appropriate gender roles models
and financial supportThere are two points that link to this. Firstly, as | noted in section
4.1, if couples are in receipt of welfar¢hey are collectivgl better off living apart.
Secondly, young single fathers have been found to lack authority in the homes of the

mothers of their children (Hyde, 1999).

If financial support and domestic authority are not available, then what other roles are
available to &thers? Ashe previous sections discussed, fathers have bemrstructedas

beingrequired to do less domestic work than mothers (Dixon and Wetherell, 2@34)
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having their relationships managed by mothers (Nentwich, 2068j as being less
competentthan mothers ircaring for childrerf{fSunderland, 2000)These studies together

present a distant and undefined role for single fathers.

As | have discussed, in Irelahdstorically the fathers of children born out of wedlock, who
didnotmarrythemok SNE KIF R @SNE fAGGES NRBES Ay (KS
mothers were often institutionalised and financially becausey were not legally
connected to or responsible for a child born out of wedlockiluhe enactment of the
Status & Children Act, 1987 (Kennedy, 200@hich made unmarried fathers financially
responsible for their childrenThis however, did not give any legal right for a man to have
access to his child unless he made an individual application through the cdinitslegal
situation changed recently with new legislatiowhich means that cohabiting fathers
automatically become legal guardians with mothéFeeoir, 2017) This change was largely
ONRdAKG Fo62dzi a | NBadz G 2 Fforfegam@e® 0. HAI, 6 &
2017). These groups argue for a need for social and emotmmaiectionwith their

children as well as providing financial support.

There isa dearth of research that investigates the relationships of-resident single
fathersand young single fathers with their children. Nixon, e(2012) found that children
of fathers who had been nowesident since early in their liveslescribed a lack of
emotional closeness to fathersn cases where the father was not responsible for
caregiving, such as day to day dressing, feeditgy Nixon concludes thain order to be
close to a chilga father must spend some time living with and caring for thefhe roles

of bumbling assistant (Sunderland, 2000) and facilitation by motfieentwich, 2008)
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then, may not be sufficient to provide a role for single fathers who are not resident with

their children.

One of the difficulties in ascribing gendered roles to parents and assuming that children
need different things from parents afifferent genders, is that there is scant evidence to
back up this assumptiorBiblarz and Stacey (2010) investigated the claim that children
need both a mother and a fathgoy comparing outcomes for children in single sex couples,
opposite sex coupleand single parent families. They found that same sex couples did not
take on traditionally male or female roles when parenting. In addjtibe lack of a male

or female role model did noimpact onOKA f RNBy Qa LJaeOK2ft 2340
success They digdhowever, find that children with two parents did better thanildnen

with one parent. Biblarand Stacey2010)argue that gendered parenting is not significant

F 2 NJ OKA f-bRiNShitQEat havihd fwo parents was better than having .onk
appearsthen, that having two parents is beneficial for children but that sharply gendered

roles will not foster emotional closeness with fathers.

4.5 Chapter conclusions

This chapter began by asking the questbrvhetherthere issuchathing asamother and

child without family, networks, supports, relationships and interactidhgvas argued that
single mothers and their children are connected to families across generations. The
chapter began with an account of the ways in which families H@eaen constructed in
different ways at different times in histoyyas well as a discussion of the varying ways in
which sociologists have made sense of these changes. For Popenoeg ¢h8agjng family
forms were a cause for concern, particularly in relation to the assumed absence of father
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figures in the lives of the children of single mothers and the (also assumed) damage that
this might cause to society. On the other hacltngingamily structures were welcomed
by other theorists because they were likely to be more egalitarian (Stacey, 1996) and more

likely to promote intergenerational bonds (Bengston, 2001).

Changes in the ways in which families have been structured in Irelarelalso discussed.

It was noted that there have been substantial changes in the occupational activities of Irish
people with a resulting change in the kinds of family structure that were available. For
example between 1911 and 2011, those working grigulture went from 48% to 4.9 % (a
figure which included fisheries). &ddition, a changein the opposite directionin the

same time periogwas that those engaged in clerical and professional services went from

8.8% of the population to 40.3%.

Theways in which family composition has changed in Ireland was also discussed. Decrease
in the numbers of children born to families and increases in the levels of single mother and
cohabiting households were also noted (C.S.0., 2016). This, togethea débrease in
0KS ydzYoSNI 2F 62YSYy 6K2 ARSYyGAFe GKSYaSt
demonstrated a shift innot only the composition of familiedut also the kinds of work
activities in which they were engaged. The chapter went on $oudis that single parent
families have been found to have a consistent rate of poverty22.6% (S.I.L.C, 2015).
Payments to welfare recipients were discussed and it was argued that these provide a

financial disincentive for single parents to marry.

Literature relating to the ways in which families interact as a group were reviewed. Family

systems theories (Minuchin, 1974; Jackson, 195Yeprinted 1981) highlight the
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collaborative and mutual nature of relationships in familieilst family lifecyclgCarter

and McGoldrick, 1980) and life spiral (Combri@aham, 1985) noted that roles and
relationships change over time. That chapter also discussed some intergenerational
studies and presented evidence of the ways in which care (Brannen, et al),&tiD4ocial
mobility (Bjerrum Nielsen & Rudberg, 2000) are managed across generations of women in
families. Research into the ways in which narratives reproduce family values among
generations of women in China (Nauck &wtkow, 2006) and how emotionseananaged

in talk (Fivush, et al., 2008) were also discussed. Resesa@shows the role of maternal

grandmothers as substitutes for absent fathers (Gee Rhddes, 2003).

Gendered roles within families were also discussed in this chapter. Evigezsmented
suggests that men are not required to do the same level of domestic work and childcare as
women (Dixon and Wetherell , 2004); that their care and family work is managed by women
(Nentwich, 2008) anthat they are constructed as generally less qmetent than women

(Sunderland, 2000). This demonstraties ways in which gender is reproduced in families.

It is argued that this gender reproduction leaves little role for snesident single fathers

who are not providing financial supportandwhoack§a a Ay GKS K2YSa
grandparents (Hyde, 2000). Despite recent legislative chaggasg equal rights to single
fathers, division of gender roles and assumptions about mothers being natural carers, could
potentially mean that they aralistant from their children. This gendered division of
parenting roles has been found, despite the moral panics relating to the need for male

discipline, to have little impact on social and emotional outcomes for children.
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The next chapter of the thesisilvexplain how the research was conducted. It will argue
that an intergenerational family design was particularly useful for an examination of single
motherhood in Ireland and will justify the use of interviews with families of women across

generations.
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Chapter 5. Collectingalk

In this chapter| will present an overview of the methods that were used to collect and
analyse data for the research. | will begin with a recap of the methodological stance of the
thesis that was discussed in chapter 2. This chapter will then go on to discuss tireafesi
the study, the recruitment procedures that were useahd the decisions that were made

in relation to who should be included or excluded from participation in the study. The
chapter will give an account of the participants who took pat well aghe interview
methods that were used. | then describe the ways in which | went about tiairsgthe

interviews and the process | used to analysenthe

5.1 Methodological stance

A social constructionist perspective was the starting point for this research. From this
ontological position, objective knowledge about the sowiatld is fictioral becauset fails

to acknowledge the ways in which knowledges are themselves constrirctedavailable
meanings and the methods that are used to produce evidence. As discusskdpter2,
Gergen (1999) suggests that dominant discourses within a culture have a powerful
influence on the construction of knowledge. Epistemologic#fign, the best route to
understanding identities and interactions, is through attention to talk and the meanings
that inhere within it, as well as to how these are mobilised to work up versions of selves
and events. Chapter 3 reviewed some of the ways in whioglesimothers have been
positioned in Irish society over the last 80 years. In order to understand how identities are

constructed in the context of single motherhood, | wanted to find out how discourses were
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taken up and how they were deployed by womenomhmad been single mothers or had
single mothers as family members. | also wanted to examine the ways in which talk was
produced mutually within families and some of the ways in which this joint production was

accomplished.

Of particular interest in thisesearch was the notion that certain kinds of identity are
WiNRdzof SRQ 0SOIdzaS GKSe& R2 y20 FAOG SIFaate
should be done (Wetherell, 2003¢. NP dz6 f SQ | NA&dS&a 0SOldzasS 27
forms of identities, whichdo not cohere or accord with the ideals that are produced in
social discoursefor instancejRSY G AGASa GKIG R2 y20 WFAGQ
being a woman or a motheresult in additional discursive work to negotiate the varying

discourses that position the speakers.

5.2 Design of study

The study took an intergenerational approach to investigating single motherhood and set

out to answer the following questions:

1 What discourses did the women draw upon when talking about single
motherhood?

1 How were discourses mobilised and resisted?

1 How were versions of family worked up in the interviews?

1 How did the families collaborate in working up versiohgvents and themseh&®

T What dilemmas and contradictions arose in the talk of the women?
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5.2.1 Interviews for collecting data

There has been some debate amongst qualitative researchers about the use of naturalistic
materials in preference to interviews. This debate drawgeation to the inherent
drawbacks of generating tglkpecifically for a research projeeind argues that interview

data can be constructed by the researcher in ways which may not reflect everyday talk but
rather, area function of the interview setupPotter and Hepburn (2005) recommend that

in preference to interviewing, sources such as recordings of naturally occurring
conversations, personal diaries, records of interactions between clients and professionals,
television programmesnd documents sucas medical records might produce results that

are a more natural reflection of how talk is deployed in social situations.

Whilst these kinds of naturalistic materials are indeed useful, interviewing was chosen as
the most suitable way of obtaining datar a number of reasons. Interactions between
professionals and clientas well as professional notesere rejected as a potential source

of data because what tends to emerge from this kind of talk has a very specific footing. The
talk is frequently mdiated through the words of professionals and is structured in ways
that are also patterned and regular and fit the needs of the professional setting. Whilst
this would undoubtedly be an interesting study in its own right, and would allow for insights
into how single mothers are positioned and position themselves when in contact with those
in the helping professions, this was not the kind of data that | was interested in.
Furthermore, in as much as interviews with me were structured to generate talk yor m
research project, interviews and meetm@etween single mothers, their familieand

professionals would have had a very specific purpose. They also are constructions of their
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own kind. They would also not necessarily have produced talk about howe sing

motherhood was constructed as an identity within a family setting.

Another kind of data that Potter and Hepburn (2005) suggest might be a useful form of
naturalistic data is diary evidence. Agdwad this been availabjet might have yielded
some intresting insights into how identities are negotiated. It wqouidwever, have
offered a static picture of incidenthat occurred at some time in the past. In this stuby

was interested in what Wetherell and Maybin (2000) describe as mutuality: thredlaad
collaborative nature of interactions. This was particularly important in the context of
investigations into families. The choice of family research will be discussed further when |

talk about choosing research participants in the next section.

Another source of datawhichPotter and Hepburn (2005) suggest might provide a useful
alternative to interviewsis materials for broadcast and film and television programmes.
Certainly these position single mothers in interesting and revealing waysweier, they

are also constructed for specific purposes, which require them to be entertainisga
consequencgthey often involve informants whose circumstances are extreme or unusual.
For my study, | was particularly interested in the ways in whicimen in family situations
which have not been marked out as particularly unusual, except for their connection to

single motherhood, negotiate talk.

In addition, | was interested in how negotiations took place within family groups who
spanned generationshat have lived through a range of social, cultyeadd economic
change over the last number of decades. For these reasons, and because naturally

occurring talk among family groups discussing single motherhood are not readily available,
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| decided to usenterviews as my method of investigatioAs such,tiwas the method of

data collection best suited to answering the research questions. Of course, the research
guestions were developed in order to follow the lines of investigation that | had identified
as worthwhile, so in many ways this is a circular claim. However, the research questions
were developed in response to an understanding, grounded in the literature, that single
mothers are subject to different kinds of positionjmghich draw on various swmces past

and present, that they are embedded in families and that they and their families negotiate

identities, collaboratively.

5.2.2 Defining the participant pool

In choosing participantghe focus was specifically on women because female identities
and sexualities have been regulated differently to those of men (Smith, 2008). Women
have been stigmatised for lack of chastity in ways that men have not. The consequences
of a lack of chastity or perceived lack of chastity included the potential for
institutionalisation as well as social exclusion and stigmatisatishich in turnleads to

identity trouble in relation to single motherhood.

It is undeniably the case that men have a stake in the topic of single motherhood; they are
after all, fathers, brotherssons and partners of single parents. They may well have been
subject to forced marriage (e.g. Goldscheider &aifman 1996) social disapproval for
illegitimacy or have had a female relative who had a child outside of marriagey iay
potentially have been either entirely excluded from the lives of children or pursued for
maintenance or both. However, their positioning in relation to the topic is very different

from that of women. Whilst men are also stake holders in the lifg®ong single mothers,
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and very much of interest in relation to aspects of the topic, interviews with fathers,

brothers, and sons are beyond the scope of this research.

When deciding on who to interviewny focus was on family groups. Families are an
imp2 NI Fyd aAdGS 2F a20AltAaldaAzy FyYyR 2F (K.
context EarnerByrne (2008) has argued thétistorically in Ireland the behaviour of one
woman was seen tonpact onall women in the family. Her reputation and respability

and thus her future marriage prospects, could be irreparably damaged by association with
a woman in the family who did not live up to the required standards of female chastity
(EarnefrByrne, 2008). | wanted, therefore, to examine how women fianaily negotiated

the presence of young single motherhood together. Furthermore, as | mentioned earlier,
the research design allowed for attention to be given to the ways in which family identities
are constructedmutually (Wetherell and Maybin, 2000) @wcollaborativelywithin family

talk, as well as the ways in which family narratives are developed (Fiese and Bickham,
2004). The shared and collaborative nature of interactions is particularly interesting in the

context of troubledidentities thatimpad on entire families.

The research used an intergenerational design. Three generations of women in each family
were interviewed:a grandmother,a daughter, and a granddaughter As MclLeod and
CK2YLAZ2Y O6HAandp0d y20S3> | Wi dzNyfor@arRegamiNgian G A
of the interrelation of the past and present and the ways in which people make sense of
these in changing social circumstances. A design similéwogetused by Brannen, et al.
(2004) and Bjerrum Nielsen and Rudberg (2000) was used. These studies examined famil

cultures of intergenerational care, and change in intergenerational conteegpectively
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and were discussed iGhapter 4. Interviewing itergenerational family groups made it
possible to examine the ways in which responses to changing social circumstances were

discussed.

5.3 Recruitment

P LILINE @£ F2NJ RIEGIE O2tftSOGA2Y 41 a4 azdzaAKi
Research Ethics Committee (HREC) (See Appendix C). The emotional safety and wellbeir
of participants was considered to be of utmost importance throughout the research
process. Participants were fully informed of the purpose of the study, the uses to which
the interviews would be put, the steps that were and would be taken to protect their
privacy, as well as their right to withdraw their data for a period followingitherviews.

(Information sheets and informed consent forms are contained in Appendix F and G).

Families partipating in the interviews were required tgonsist ofthree generations: a
grandmother,a daughter, and a granddaughter. Any one of the womemeeded to have
been at some point in her life, pregnant, unmarri@d under the age of 20. The reason
that | focused on young single motherhood in a research project about single motherhood
more generally, was that, as was discusse@hapter 3, this yung single mother identity

is particularly troubled. Women who had children adopted or who terminated pregnancies
were beyond the scope of this study, as the focus was on maternal identities in the narrow
sense of mothers who have given birth to and mased or were in the process of raising
children. Debates about who counts as a mother and what mothering is (see for example,
O'Reilly, 2010) are undoubtedly worthy of consideration but were not helpful for selecting
participants for this study.
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Recrutment was difficult and time consuming. As was discuss€tapter 2, the concern

of discursive psychology is not to recruit statistically representative samples from whom
generalizable results can be obtained. Discursive psychology regards knowkedge a
constructed bytalk that is recognisable within a particular context. It had also become
difficult to find further families in the time available. | will discuss this further when | discuss
refusals. | was, however, able to recruit until saturation weeched. In doing thjd
T2t 26SR DAGSYQa ounny0 RSTFAYAGAZ2Y 2F &l
themes and patterns in the data begin to repeat and when no further themes are likely to
emerge as a result of further data collectio®aturation, she argues, is accomplished more
quickly if a sample is cohesive; if participants have a relationship to the emerging theory
and if the researcher has experience in the research field. My sample was cohesive in that
the families were all Iriswvomen. Although they did not hava relationshipto the
emerging theory, they did have a relationship with the research topic and | had a clear
relationship with the research field. | will discuss the numbers of interviews that were

conducted later in this chapter.

A number of considerations, both ptazal and ethical, were important in the design of
recruitment materials. In the first instance, given the history of stigmatisation of single
mothers in Ireland, | wanted to be very careful not tep®blematize a group who are
already negotiating a tnabled identity slot. | did notherefore, recruit from care agencies
offering support to young single mothersvomen, who are engaged with social care
aSNIWAOSa 0SOldzasS GKS& IINB &2dzy3 aay3ats o
ALISOAL f + AYARERBR NI &IPE 6HnnclO RSAONAROSa az2yYs

Y20KSNAE OGKNRdAZAK | K2Y23SyAaAy3as (23andIA a A
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wanted to avoid this. Recruitment from care agencies would certainly have made practical
sense because | teach in a collébat has close relationships with social care agencies.
The students that | teach are placed in social care organisations for two semesters of their
undergraduate programme. Howevdrwanted to avoid interviewing peoplwho were

£t NEIF Ré Wdzy RSNJ (KS, inthe tolext oRtFat okgghisatidddad [ydidl a I
y2i gyl G2 0SS LRAAGAZ2YSR a GKS Wi SO dzN.
did not exclude research participants who were engaged vathias care organisations. In

fact, | made no inquiry about such matters.

| chose to recruit by advertising on a variety of online media, such as Ireland based
Facebook pages aimed at feminists and single payastaell as welbased discussion fora

for single parents (see Appendix D for example of recruitment post). | also recruited using
emails to colleagues in other institutions around Ireland, snowball referral from previous
participants and word of mouth referral. | did not interview anyone whasaa student on
courses in the Institution in which | teach. However, | did accept referrals from students

who knew people who might like to take part in the research.

When choosing terminology for the recruitment and information materials, | avoided th
GSNY Wdzy YF NNASR Y2(1KSNID® CKAAZ ol a GKS (¢
in Ireland and still appears from time to time. It is a term which has come to have negative
associations (Houghton, 2004). When social welfare for one paremtiéa was first
AYUONRRdAdzOSR Ay LNBfFYR Ay wmMdpTto AlG gt a OFf
the sum of £8.50 per week. This term came to be used as an insult. For example, one

campaigner for Catholic values in Ireland, who way aetive irthe 1980s, Un8eanMhic
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Mathay I = FFY2dzafte OFadAdalrisga viazok Of BEANBR VB
McGrath and Murray, 201@) WaAO1SeQ Ay (GKA&a O2yGSEG
insinuation was that those in receipt of Unmarried Mothers Ahlowe were akin to sex

workers (another derided group).

LY FTRRAGAZ2Y G2 F@2ARAY3 GKS GSNY Wdzy YI NN
WESSy Il 3S Y2iKSNI Ghapter 3 thigis also Ktkrén Marzis IadR with gl
kinds of often negiéve meaning. The term single can simply mean unmarried, but it is also
possible that those who have a partner, even one who does not live with them, do not
consider themselves single mothers. In considering phraseoladgo had to make my
meaning clar and explicit so that people answering the call for participants knew if they

StAIA06ES G2 LINIAOALI OGSO L S@Syidz
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whilst still conveying enough meaning to ensure that participants understood what the

criteria for inclusion were. laddition,the recruitment materials specified that the young

single mother must have gone on to raise the child.

In the recruitmentmaterials | stated that my interest in the topic was due to my own
experience of single motherhood. This identified me to potential participants as someone
with a shared life event, rather than someone who might potentially be attempting to

ARSY(IRFes®YK oNRPYy3IAQ SAGK LI NOGDAOALIYyGAOD

5.3.1 Refusals

It was difficult to find families to participate in the research. There were a number of

reasons for this. On a couple of occasions, one family member organised the interviews
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but then later telephoned t@ay that one member of the familydinat want to participate
because the topic was too sensitive for them. On other occasibnas difficult to find
people who could all be in the same place for what was usually an entire morning or
afternoon. Furthermore, as | discussedirapter 3, the numbers of women who have had
children under the age of 20 has been steadily decreasimgpa peak in 1999when they

were 6.2% of all births. B3016,they were 1.9% of the total (C.S.0., 2016).

Although, as | have outlined, | gave a great deal of thought to the language used in
recruitment materials and the ways in which participants &vaccessed, | still ran into a
difficulty when recruiting. | posted a call for participants on a swebled forum aimed at
single parents during the recruitment phase and received several comments and a private
message asking why | had ignored single feghé&Some of these comments were robust in
their criticism of me. | replied politely explaining that single fathers are indeed important
but that this was not the topic of my research. It would appear that no matter how much
thought is putinto approadiing potential research participants sensitively, it can be difficult

to entirely avoid causing offence. In additidnunderstood that men in this situation felt
invisible and are not often asked for their views. However, it was unavoidgilvkn the

focus of the research questions.

5.3.2 Participants

Seven families took part in the researchable 4 showthe composition of the participants
Ay GKS &addzRe o ¢tKS aS@Sy ¢2YSy Ay gKI G &
(though many ofthewomg Ay GKS WRI dzZZKGSND OF G6S32NE

of the grandmothers were great grandmothers) were born between 1939 and 1955 and
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were aged between 57 and 73. This is quite a large age ramgeh overlaps with the

ages of some of the peopie the second generation. This means that the women are
arranged in generation in relation to their own family rather than belonging to any
particular age category. All had been married. One was widowed and one was married for
the third time. One hadight children, two had seven, one had six, two had,farel one

had two. Betweernthem,they had 40 children.

A

¢KS aSO2yR 3ASYSNIGA2Yy 2F 62YSys, witdSibrs NNES |
between 1955 and 1978. This means that they were aged bet8deand 57 at the time

of the interviews. Two had five children, one had four, two had three, onetlwwagdand

one had one child. Between therthey had 23 children. All had been at some point,

married and two were divorced.

¢ KS WDNJ yRRI dndviré Netwaed §93Mahdil291 and ranged in age from
21 to 34 at the time of the interviews. One had three children, four had one chiid two

had no children. Between therthey had 7 children. None had been married and one was
engaged to be maied. All but two of the women identified as Roman Catholic. The two
who did not, listed their religious affiliation as non&omen who had a child whilst under

the age of twenty are highlighted in bold.

The following table contains a full breakdowntloé composition of the families who were

interviewed:

117



Chapter 5. Collecting Talk

TABLE4 BREAKDOWN ORESEARCHARTICIPANTS

Family 1

- Pseudonym
NGFARAMGIHERN Tigoy
FDAUGREEF Julie
Granddaughter Ao
Family 2

- Pseudonym
[Grandmothert| Mags
ADEUGHER S'o-nn
Granddaughter Tara
Family 3

- Pseudonym
KCHaHGOME e
FDAUGREFI Sheila
GG o'
Family 4

- Pseudonym
Grandmother  Cai
CEUGHE /o1
[Granddaughter]| Sarah
Family 5

- Pseudonym
Grandmother Hora
FDAUGHERI Rosemary
ICranddaughten Jaqueline
Family 6

- Pseudonym
Grandmotner  Kate
ISR =
[Granddatighter! Veronica
Family 7

- Pseudonym
AGHEHOE oo
[Daughter™ " Beatrice
Granddaughter  Carly

Year of birth

1945
1965
1989

Year of birth

1940
1961
1989

Year otbirth

1955
1978
1996

Year of birth

1940
1965
1996

Year of birth

1939
1955
1978

Year of birth

1954
1976
1990

Year of birth

1944
1964
1991
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Marital status

Married
Divorced
Single

Marital status

Married
Married
Engaged

Marital status

Married
Married
Single

Marital status

Married
Married
Single

Marital status

Widowed
Married
Single

Marital status
Divorced x2
Single

Single

Marital status

Married
Married
Single

Number
Children
7
5
1

Number
Children
6
5
3

Number
Children
7
2
1

Number
Children
8
4
0

Number
Children
5
2
1

Number
Children
5
3
0

Number
Children
2
1
1

of

of

of

of

of

of

of
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My own profile as a participant in the research is as follows:

Researcher

Name Year of birth Marital status Number of
Children

P Lisa 1965 Divorced 2

5.3.3 Researcher as a participant

Potter and Hepburn (2005) identify the stake of the researcher as problematic when this
stake is unacknowledged or made invisible in reporting the research. The personal history
of the researcher is likelytaffect, the topic, the questions that are askeas well as the

ways in which data are constructed and interpretéchzard and McAvoy, 2017 The
guestion of to whom the participants are speaking relevant and iinfluenceshe kind of
arguments participants make abowho they are. | became a single mother at the age of
22 in 1988. As I mentioned when | discussed the design of recruitment materials, this was

identified as a reason for my interest in the research topiearuitment materials.

As researcher, | was also a participant in the research. | was actively involved in the
interactionsthat generated the talk and was also responsible for the footing on which the
interviews were established. | will explore thapic further when | reflect on the research
process iChapter 9. Throughout the research procgkkept a diary of my observations

and ideas. After each day of interviewing, | spent time making notes on aspects of the
interviews that might be usefubtthe analysisfor example, how long the interviews took,

if there had been a lot of activity in the hoyses well as my preliminary observations about

what was said in the interviews.
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5.4 The interviews

Asdiscussed in section 5.2 of this chaptetemiews were chosen in order to access talk

of women in family groups! wanted to make the interviews as informal as possible and
access women from a variety of locations across the country. | travelled to various locations
in the Republic of Irelandbtinterview families of women. The process of organising what
turned out to be adaylong A Y G SNIBASS LINRPOSaa Ay 62YSy

organisation and several telephone calls and discussions.

5.5.1 Planning the interviews

Interviews took place betwaeMarch 2013 and July 2015. The procedure for organising
the interviews varied. In each cadewas initially contacted by one member of a family
group to say that their family would be interested in taking part. This was usually by email
or Facebook nesage, though one woman did phone me directly. | discussed the
procedure and the purpose of the study with the person who had contacted me and asked
them to check with the other family members whether or not they would be interested in
participating. |hen posted out information sheets about the study and copies of the list
of semistructured interview schedules for all members of the family (see Appendix G and

H for semistructured interview schedules for family and individual interviews).

It was someimes difficult to find the exact composition of family groups in which everyone
was willing and able to participate. AShapter 3 shows, teenage motherhood and
pregnancy are much less common than stereotypes suggest. There were 1,187 (or 1.8% o

total) births to mothers aged under 20 years in 2015. This represents a significant fall in the
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number of teenagers giving birth over a ten year periotien compared to 2005 when

2,427 (or 4.0% of total) babies were born to teenage mothers (CSO, 2017).

There wastherefore, a limited pool of women who were eligible to take part in the
research. Furthermoraiven the recent history of the topic, there were some people who
did not want to participate. On three occasions, after an initial conthet woman who

had originally volunteeredelephoned to say one of the family members had changed their

mind and did not want participate.

Families were recruited until such time as patterns in the talk began to repeat. Before the
interviews started | read the information sheet aloud and answered any questions the
participants had. | then asked the women to sign consent forms and choose a pseudonym
to be used in the research (see Appendix I). Pseudonyms were selected to identify
participants in preference to numbers or letterso that the resulting transcripts would be
easier to read. Taylor (2012) has argued that pseudonyms carry particular implicafions
race or classfor example. Because of this | asked participants to choose their own
pseudonyms rather than impose my own choice of hame on their words. This did not
address the core issue of the reinforcement of categorisation that Taylor (2012) identifies,

but the categorisatiorwasdone by the participants and not by me.

In all, seven failies were interviewegboth as family groups and individually, except in the
case of the pilatin which the grandmother was not interviewed alone. Before the pilot
had intended to interview only those women who identified as having been at somé poin
in their lives, pregnant, unmarriednd under the age of 20. Howey#sllowing the pilot

interview, | decided to do follow up interviews with all the family members because it
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seemed that even those who had not identified as having been young, pnggard
unmarried, had things to sahat they might not say in the family interviewshich might

be interesting and relevant to the interview questions.

In all caseseach set of interviews (the two group and the individual interviews) took place
on thesame day. Families were interviewed as family groups of three. Interviews were
structured in two halveswith a break part way through for reasons that | will discuss below.
Each woman was then interviewed individually in another rpaway from the resof the
family. The individual interview was conducted, in order to ensure that each woman had
an opportunity to renegotiate or elaborate on any of the topics that arose in the family

interviews.

The family interviews took place at the kitchen tablehe home of the family member
who had volunteered to host. The generation of the woman hosting the interview varied,
but in all cases the family interview was conducted at the kitchen table. Speer (2002)
I NBdzSa GKIFIGO ye RAAGAYWORNVAWADBSROS RY ( Wy 12
conversations have a setting of some kind. The setting of these interviews was
ethnographic in style (Jordan, 200&)eaning that they took place in the environment in
which the participants usually interact and werdamal in style. It was assumed that
kitchen table talk was similar to that which takes place in family settings on other days,
when participants are not being interviewed for a research project. | took along a cake or
an apple tart to each home in orddo establish this informal setting. Parents and
grandparents have been found to tell stories about their own lives and childhoods to

younger generations when families gather (Fiese, et al., 1995; Fiese and Bickham, 2004)
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As was discussed fthapter 4,this has been identified as a primary means of narrating
gendered identities to sons and daughters (Buckner and Fivush, 2000). Tea was made b\
the woman who was hosting and | began the interviews by saying that | would use prompts
from the interview schedzf S& o0dzi GKI G 6S 6SNB wedzal ¢2

OKI Qo

5.5.2 Compiling questions

It is inevitable that social science agendas are grounded in literature because the
researcher needs to be familiar with the field in order to justify damgresearch in light

of previous researchHowever,it is also important that the questions be sufficiently open

to allow participants to develop their own negotiations of the issues and see how these
relate to the literature. The complex and varying fiogs of the researcher and the
researched are of particular relevance in the context of this research, since by asking about
being a young single mother, | am positioning participants as single mothers. However,
because the critical discursive psychatad) approach is being usei,was hoped that a

space woulde created for resisting this category.

Questions were developed in response to recent research findings on the topics of single
motherhood, young singlenotherhood, and female sexuality. The eping question-
GoKIFG R2Sa 0G0KS 0SNY WaiwasdebighedYosét thétog foniie | y
interview and questions lead up to the topic of sexuality. In order to approach the topic
gently, this topic was approached lasts 1 has been foand to be little talked about in

families in Ireland (Hyde and Howlett, 2004).
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5.5.3 Interview structure

Potter and Wetherell (1995) argue that a challenging style of interview can provide data
that is rich and analytically revealing. However, as theiptsvsubsection discussed, this
might be less useful in a situation where participants are people whose identities have been
troubled by a long history of stigmatisation. In thisw,the participants are already subject

to challengs from the discourseshat could be applied to them or that are already in
circulation. The style of interviewing that | chose was one which drew on my training as a
counsellor. The questions were open and broad and | encouraged the participants to do
as much of the talkings possible. | tried, where possible, to avoid interrupting the

conversational flow, particularly in the first half of the group interview.

The family interviews adapted a method from biographic narrative interviewing (Wengraf,
2001) which splits the interview into two halves. The first half of the interview was guided
by semistructured interview questions and recorded. During th&st of theinterview, |
jotted down any points that seemed interesting for follow up in the secorifi fdis design
allowed any interaction between the participants to proceed with a minimamount of
direction or interruption from me, whilst allowing me to follow up on things that arose in
the first half that | identified as particularly worthy of fudr elaboration during the second
part of the interview. After the first group interview short break was taken. This allowed
the women time to martial further discursive resources in their exploration of the topics
and allowed me to elaborate on togdrom the first interview in the second. In the event,
this was the time when more tea was made. At sgoats,the talk went to other topics

and in others it continued over the break.

124



Chapter 5. Collecting Talk

Individual interviews were conducted with each woman in privédpwing the group
interviews. This gave each woman the opportunity to renegotiate withangthingthat
arose in the group that she wanted to argue againgth anopportunity to tell her own

story in her own way.

5.6 Transcribing and analysing tluata

Data analysis in qualitative methodological traditions is open to the accusation that the
analysis might have more to say about the orientation of the researcher than about the
meaning that is constructed in the talk between the interviewer and thetigipants
(Potter and Hepburn, 2005). To avoid this accusatata analysis needs to be shown to

be as transparent as possible (though this can be difficult) and the claims that are made for
the data need to be warranted by reference to it. This sahisn gives an overview of the

procedures that were used for transcription and for the analysis.

5.6.1 Transcription and notation

In total, 24 interviews were conducted: parts A and B with each family and an individual
interview with each woman but the gndmother in the pilot. As discussed earlier in this
chapter, the procedure was changed following the pilot interviews. Interviews were
digitally recorded. The recordings were stored in a Dropbox fptdexhich only | have
accessand were saved ingssword protected folders. Interviews were transcribed for ease
of analysis and stored in files in the same folder. | transcribed the interviews myself using
an adaptation of the transcription conventions used by Jefferson (1983). Hollway (2005)
argues tha, since a transcription can never be a true representation of talk, it is better to

%

FGdSyR @2 GKS YSIyAy3d 2F GKS dFt1 GKby
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Ol LJi dzNB R A2 TheNdAnschpyicAthexefbie included only what wasessary

to make them a useful representation of the talk that could be understood.

| transcribed the interviews infyiza A y 3 6 @0 F2NJ dzy § A YSR LJ dza
information or for anonymization purposegfor example when the name of glace was
mentioned. Punctuatiorsuch as question marks, exclamation magqsd capital letters
wasomitted, except when people used proper nouns.atidition,speech marks were used

for reported speech.

Transcriptions followed orthographic convemts, with standard spellings of words, for
Stad 2F dzyRSNAGFYRAY3I® /2y (NI OGA2ya I yR
were included for a clear representation of the interviews. In addition, hesitations using
g2NRa fA1S WSYiacludey fBr aYahiaMepreserfaNd of the talk. Line

numbers were added to transcriptions for ease of analysis.

Because the research questions were about meaning and collaboration; and because the
analysis was done using repeatksteningto the recordings of the interviews, | did not
require the fine grained transcriptiongentifying aspirations, overlaps, softness of tone

etc., as is the convention in conversation analytic work.

5.6.2 Analysing the data

In order to analyse the dathrepeatedy played the recordings of the interviews and made
notes on copies of transcripts. The analysis involved moving back and forth between the
notes that | made on the transcripts and referring to the notes that | kept in my research
diary, as well as listening to recordings at various points to check that the transcript was

reflecting what was said. My analysis was organised so that it could focus on the research
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questions that were posed at the outset. In analysing the tatkentified patterns across

the data rather than attempting to find differences between different speakers. The focus
was on shared discursive resources that repeated across the data. This aspect of the
analysis was followed by an examination of what the womenvditi the talk and how

they negotiated it. | looked, for example, at the ways in which women talked about
mothers and motherhood, as well as the subject positions they took up. | also noted ways

in which subject positions were resisted and how any rass was managed.

The analysis then went on to examine how families were constructed in the talk. This
involved an examination of how interpersonal relationships were narrated and the stories
that were told about family interactions. | also looked patterns in the ways in which the
participants interacted in the interviews. | was very aware, during this part of the analysis
that | was also a participant in the process. For this redsdentified my own role in the
construction of the conversains. | return to this aspect of the researchCmapter 9 of

the thesis,

These data analysis processes were not as linear as is explained here. The process wze
iterative, going back and forth between recordings, and transcripts, identifying different
themes and discursive strategies and categorising them in different ways to see if this made
different patterns across the data. It also involved experimenting with different analytic
tools and thinking through alternative interpretations from the onestthaentified on

first or second reading. In additiphwent back to the recordings of the interviews and
listened to them whilst reading sections of markep script to check that the script was

representing the talk in the way that | was reading it.

127



Chapter 5. Collecting Talk

5.6.3 Analytical tools

Analysis was informed by the approach of critical discursive psychology (Wetherell, 2005).
Willig (2001) argues that discourse analysts regard any reading of data as one of many
possible interpretations of the data. However, | baattempted to warrant my claims for

the data by demonstrating how the analysis was arrived at in the empirical chapters. A

number of analytic concepts were particularly useful in examining how the talk was

mobilised and these are explainedsection 5.62.

The concepts that | discusseddmapter 2 informed the analysis. Harré (2003) distingessh
between discourse, as the use of language that has been institutionalised, and discursive
practiceasthe use of talk in action. | analysed the data iruanber of ways and tried out
different ways of grouping the talk. In the first instan¢esorted sections of talk to
correspond with the research question. Timgolved using multiple copies of the interview
transcripts and at times allocating the sarsections of interviews to different questions.

Sq for examplea family could be presenting a version of the kind of family that they were

at the same time as using particular ways of talking about young single motherhood.

The second phase of the ansily focused on the action orientation of the talk. The analysis
was attentive to the ways in which subject positions (Davis and Harré, 1990) are taken up
in talk, producing various kinds of identities at different times in interactions. In addlition
interpretative repertoires(Wetherell, 1998), culturally available ways of talkimgere
identified in the talk of the women. Another aspect of the analystsich related to the

final research questigrnwas the identification of ideological dilemmas (Bjli®88), the

contradictions that arise in the ways in which people argue versions of the selves, show
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how talk is utilised to construatientities. | paid attention to the ways in which narratives
GSNE 02y aiNMzOGSR FyR GUKS gleéa Ay 6KAOK
discursive repression also informed the analysis.

When | analysed the ways in which families collaborated togethikn| also considered

the usefulness of concepts from conversation analytically informed work, though not in
relation to fine grained analysis of the orientation of the talk. At tintieis meant returning

to the literature in order to see if the pattas | had noticed had been identified elsewhere.
For example, the concept of dilemma of stake, in which an assumed vested interest by the
speaker is managed by acknowledgement of that interest (Edwards and Potter, 2@85)
useful in examining the talk.he analysighen, examined the discourses that the women
used about single motherhood, the ways in which they told stories, the ways in which
discourses were mobilised and resisted, the versions of family that were worked up in the
interviews and the was in which dilemmas and contradictions were managed. It also
examined the ways in which families collaborated to work together to produce meanings

with me, by analysing some of ways in which famitigéaboratedto produce narratives.

5.7 Conclusions

In this chapter| briefly revisited the methodological stance that was argue@iapter 2.

| outlined the design of the study and argued that interviews with Irish women across three
generations provided the most useful form of data collection for stigly. It was argued
that interviews provided the most useful way of interrogating the research questions. The
chapter went on to outline and justify the decisions that were made in relation to
recruitment and give an overview of the interview methodatttvere used. |then outlined
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the transcription and analysis procedures and provided a recap of some of the more

important analytic concepts that informed the analysis.

The following three chapters will present the results of the analysis. As wass#dcins

this chapter, a discourse analysis is regarded as one reading of the data. Because of the
situated and constructed nature of knowledge, the aim is not, as might be the case in
experimental research, for example, to attempt to present findingsuabiased facts that

were waiting to be discovered. Rathd#ne analysis relies on what Henwood and Pigeon
(1995) describe as generativity and rhetorical power: the extent to which the findings pose
further possibilities for future research and the effeeness and rhetorical power of the
argument. The empirical chapters are organised around the research questions. The first
two questions whichask which discourses about single motherhood the women drew on
and how they mobilised them will be addressedchapter 6. The versions of family that

the women worked up will be presented @hapter 7; and the ways in which the families

collaborated in talk will be presented @napter 8.

130



Chapter 6. Discourses of Single Motherhood

Chapter6. Discourses o8ingle Motherhood

This research project is about the varied meanings of single motherhood in Ireland. For
this reason, it seems fitting to open this chapter with an exploration of some of the ways
in which the participants in the research constructed single motherhobds chapter is

primarily focused orthe answers to the firstwo research questiost

1 What discourses did the women draw upon when talking about single
motherhood?

1 How were discourses mobilised and resisted?

It also identifies some of the ideological dilemmas that arose in the talkpsesents some

answers to the final researajuestion:
M What dilemmas and contradictions arose in the talk of the women?

Chapter 2 argued for a model of the person in whichtdies are takerup and negotiated
using available discursive resources anparticular culture and time.Davies and Harré
(2003) distinguish between discourse, as the use of language that has been

institutionalised, and discursive practiasthe use of discourse to produce identities.

As Billig 1998 argues, thinking is @rocess thatdraws on ideology and repeats
assumptions, whichmaintain existing power relations by presenting them as common
sense.This chapter presents some excerptsrir the talk which illustrate the discourses

that were taken up by the women and the ways in which they were mobjlasedvell as
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some of the ideological dilemmas that arose when they did this. These ideological
dilemmas point up some of the troubtbat arises when single mothers and their families

talk about single motherhood.

Thisfirst section of the char will present examples dghree distinctivediscourses that

the womenused when theytalked about single motherhood| am identifying these as:

the sexually stigmatised womatihe neoliberal failureandthe mother like any otherThe
chapter willgo on to examine how the women negotiate each of these discourses and
argue thatthe content of the discourses is not challenged. There is no resistance to the
idea that womenshouldbe sexually stigmatised; there is no contestation of the negative
stereotypes relating to the neoliberal failure; atttere isno challenge tdahe notionthat
mothers should be seBacrificing, dedicated to thevellbeing of their children and
consumed by motherhood identitiesRather,the women negotiate these discourses in

ways that allowthem to present ersions of themselveasW NB a LIS $kaghs) 1OEF0

When presenting extracts from the interviewsach extract is given a number. This is
followed by the number of the family (families have been numberét).1If the extract is
from one of the individual interviewshe generation of the family that the woman was in

is listed. Grandmothers are labelled with G, Daughters (from the middle generation) with
D, and granddaughters with Gd. For example, the first extract is from life®i6the
individual interview with &mily 2 and is the daughter speaking and is labelledract 1

(f2D 68). If the extract is from a family interviewhe generation is not specified (though |
will identify who the participants are before presenting the extract). Instéiae extract
number will be followed byhe family number and thereither Group A for the first family

interview, or Group B, for the secondbr example Extract 2(f1 Group A, 786).
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| have identified myself as Lisa and eatthe womenby thepseudonyns theychose.

In this first extractSiobhan, the daughter in family two, who was pregnant and unmarried

when she was eighteeis talking to me in the individual interview that | did with her
Extract 1(f2D 68)

Lisa: so () tell me first of all about (.) you were talking earlier @habout
whether or not yknowwomen wee afraid of being pregnant (.)hen you

were young (.) what was that like

Siobhan: you would have been the fear (.) and | suppose and the fear of (.) | think
most of it would have been that you were a Jezebel if you were out and

having sex or whatever

This example from Siobhan, illusteat the first of he discourses abougingle mothes,
which| am callinghe sexually stigmatised womad A 2 6 Ky ARSYGATFTASA
relation to how she might be judged mhnamed others. She uses a biblical trdg& 2 dz
GSNB | WSIT S6 St he mdtaphgrdf the bisticathatakes, Jedehie§ a Krboli
for sexually stigmatisedomanhood, catd S A RSYUGAFASR gA0GK GKS
$2YSYyQ RAdiscdgsedNE Shapter 3In drawing on this metaphorSiobhan
highlightsone aspect ofthe trouble (Wetherell, 2005)hat she argues was associated with

w

out of wedlock sexual behaviolA ¥ @ 2dz g SNB 2dzi KIF @Ay 3 &SE

The next extract is from Julie, the daughtermamily 1.1 had asked the group about the

meaning of single motherhood.

133



Chapter 6. Discourses of Single Motherhood

Extract 2(f1 Group A, 786)

Lisa: the term single mother(.) when you hear people talk about single
mothers (.) what does that mean for you
Julie: it RSLISYRa 2y o¢oKIG od0 Al RSLISYRaA
talking about it (.) mean you know some people just saying (.) looking
down their noses (.) that some people just get pregnant now for the
money (.) for the lone pants6 ®0 (G KS R2tS 60 GKI
outandwork (0 bdzi A G &1 ayQid f A4véysivantedito A y
work (.) lut some people cate very ignorant about it (.)y& know (.)
other people are fine
In this extract, Juliedentifies unknownW{ 2 S 2 LIEASYOS 6nv Wi 221 Ay 3
(lines 4 5) at other unidentifiR®  Wa2yYS LIS2LX SQ 6t AyS poo |
mothers as havingdist get pregnant now for the money (.) for the loparents (.) the dol@
YR 6KR2Y Q@& 26 Rzl 6 ¢ R 328 BNIhQis vefy Myt ia lingwith the
literature that was reviewed irthapter 3. These interpretativeepertoires conjure up
images ol KS Wg St Fithe N&ne fjivdablly ¥ited States President Ronald Reagan
to a group of single women who he claimed were living lavish lives on welfare bégaugeS &
R2y Qi ¢l yid G2 32,3 dnaveiteyitiRed thi@ distoQrsdo &hk #ilS ¢
neoliberal suB S,Wtios Alldreéind David (2010%rgue, are constructedshaving given
up the ideals of freedom and independencnd have failed to live up to appropriate

expectations for women

A third distinctive way in which single mothers were talked about was in relation to their
role as mothers.l am describing this discoursedhe §bod mother like any othéxi@ using

the phraseWt A 1S | y@& 2 0 K S,Mptakind up thi¥ psitioNFhezkoyhéh aié K I {
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accomplishing identities that are available to all mothemgardless of their sexual

Wa i | ridikaycBlGtatus.

The following extract from Carly, the granddaughteiFamily 7, illustrates a way in which
the women mobilisedhe discourse othe good mother like any otherAs in the previous

extract, | had asked the group about the meaning of single motherhood

Extract 3(f7 Group AGD 613)

Carly: L RRYy®R4 600 L GKAYy1l F f20 2F LIS2 L}
by herself (.) but | consider myself a single mother elugh his dad is
involved () BOF dza§ L KIF @S KAY 0d0 LQY KA
() I provide him with evetthing he needs (.) shoes (.) clothes (.) créche (.)
| go to work and his dad is involved and he takes him twice a week but |
GKAYT1 LQY I aAy3af S ouk NRYRI O@dr@ ARSINS
bdzi L GKAY1l | 2@ 2rlepddstudleS yairfchily | ¢
R2SayQF FAIKSNKRN) R2Say Qi 4SS KAa Y

Whilst taking up the subjeqtosition of single mothet?L. O2 Yy &ARSNJ Y@ aSt ¥

(line2) WL QY KA & & 2 bubals®a go& Mdiberal subjgcSvhaworkgine 5)

shealsoWLINE JA RS & KAY FHERIGEEPHNE Wwell AsyTatilitity a

relationship between &r child and his father (line)5 In thistalk, she is actively resisting

the lack of respectability thatcaused the paicipants inl @ RS Q& stddy to e U

stigmatised in public encountersAlthough this might be read as a discourse of

independence and competence, Carly is also demonstrating that she is doing all that is
needed for her child.She works, sherpvides and she ensured K I i (i Kabher@K A f |
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involved and is therefore not the kind ofesponsible mothewho does not give her child

access ta father andwho is welfare dependant.

Having offered examples of the three discourses that were identiflesl chapter will go
on to explore each of them in more detail and examine how they were taken up and

deployed.

6.1 The sexually stigmatised woman

As | discussed in i@apter 3 in the context of Irish social histagryemale chastity was
regarded as a matteof national pridein postindependence Ireland. Howing the
formation of the independent Republic in 193¥ great deal of emphasis was placed on
sexual morality as an aspect of Irish identit{Esrriter, 2009). According to Smith (2004)
the discouse of sexual stigmatisation is frequently characterised as something from the
past; from an Ireland that has totally changed. This next exigeftom theTiggy, the
grandmotherin Family 1 Init, shetalks abouthe meaningof single motherhoodndpicks

up the sexually stigmatized womaliscourse
Extract 4(f1 Group A, 786)

Tiggy: well | think dder people ()older ()n2 g 0 ®0 L & 2dz F
generation(.) but older than maow (.) are looking down their nos€9
because going back remembthere was so many unwanted) (well |
g2dz Ry Qi &l & dzy g l(.ybutSvBmeo laving bakiBsa vy I Y
god love them (.) that had to give them away (.) the shame of being (.) the
A30A3YF 2F o0SAy3a F AAy3IES Y2UKSNJ 3
know (.) It was a disgrace to the family (.) not thinking about the poor girl

and how she got into that (.) @the blame was put on the women (.) not
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(.) the men got away scot free (.) do you understand (.) but nowadays |
GKAY1l AGQa 0PVl QKSERNFSISTHRBEL EOBYRO
say every second young girl (.) but say 5 out of 10 are unedamothers

() you know (.put who would part with them (.) forgd sake

By locating her account of the sexually stigmatis@l Wl y> ¢K2 gl & | WF
Tl YA & @anda cabs¢ @hayndand$tigmad t AyS c0 | & 2NA@aAy Il

2f RSNJ 0KFYy YS y26Q 6ftAySa MIHZIol |yl

C-

()

(@}

X«

AdlGlryOSa KSNBSET YR O2yU0SYLR2NINE LNRAK

Qx

them [babies]- ¢ I @ Q 0, iwhilsf 8sb argulhga® Smith (2004) haminted out, that

due to social progresshese discourses are no longer in circulati@®ne does a great deal

of work to present herself as a loving and good mother who would always welcome a baby
SPSy 3A2Ay3A a2 FIN A G2 adAaA3Sad GKIF G LINEF
dzy 6 YGSR o0®0 ¢Sttt L ¢2dzZ Ry Qi partiwigh theény (9 fory G S|
god saké&)lines 13, 14).In arguing in thigvay, she positions herself as ggpassionate

WD2R f 20S -akdawate ofukihdicss, mjustiedy 2 0 G KAY Ay 3 2°

(lines 6 7)-and double standardsWK 2 ¢ aKS 320 ,8yid2 (GKIFIGQ of

However a number of ideological dilemma8illig, 1998yemain unS 4 2 f OSRs A Y
accountp CANRGE @ ¢A33Ie QFlineNBmF NS ¢ Pitgaand talveho Wi K
gl a WYo(ine ¥ibdrR&e thatpregnancies weréndeed unwelcome.Her contention
GKFEG Wy2gl RFea L OGKAY1 A (afther ceférénceitdcBahdhy s
attitudes to out of wedlock child bearing. However, she then goes on to draw on the

discourse of moral pani@erry, 2007)n relationto increasinghumbers of young women
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WSPHSNE aSO2yR ,¥RdzrAY Qih N& Q& 0 § & § SEseyabS 2fy R
MnQ of AASdiscussedithampter 8, this claim is not supported by the figures. Her
FTAYLEFE &adl loSwultiyaitwithbeani()fad g RQa a1 1SQ o0fAYyS wmi
is still welcoming to the babiesnd would certainly never reject a childn addition she

has distanced herself from taking up a position as someone who would criticise women for
having children whilstnmarried by referencing this as something that happened in her
WY 2 (i KS Nowevefinde 3 dn ideological dilemma in thalk. On the one handhe

takes up a positon as someone who would always welcome a chileartde otherhand,

she expresss reservations aboutrgenumbersof young girls havingabies.Her dilemma

is one of how to uphold moral standard§behaviour, but on the other as not condemning
others because, she has argued, this kind of condemnation is a thing of thelpastexual
stigmatisation discoursé¢hat was preseted in this extract and in many parts of the
interview data,was mobilisedas something that happened in an Irelaraf a former
historical period in which women had no access to contraception and cotdhipally be

ostracised or incarcerated for out of wedlock cHilearing

The sexually sjimatised woman discourse alsppeaed Ay Gl f1 2F GKS
experiences The following twoextractsfrom Tarathe granddaughter iramily 2 andlulie,

the daughter inFamily 1,illustrate this point.

2 Grouped extracts will be numbered consecutively to avoid confusion when identifying parts of each
extract
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Extract 5(f2 Gd 97101)

Tara: ahh (0 6Stf L RARYyQlG 60 3I2 Ayidz i:
NEYSYGSN] ONEBAY3I 000Qy2 2ySQa 324\
pregnarn &nd (laughing softly)

Lisa: Really

Tara: Yeah (.) | think my mind was like $¥)Jam never ever going to have a

boyfriend () YR @2dz {y26 oO0d0 L g2 QG 3ASi
Extract6 (f1D | 2329)

Julie: hewasi KS (&L 2F LISNA2Y 6K2 g2dzZ R &l
nice person (.) em he basically told me that because | was used property
with a child that no man wouléver want me (.) and | waseém (.) he
was It (.) he was the only man that would eveant me (.) heconvinced
me of thatfact () 8+ K 0 ®0  Bry readon | Stayad withkhin) (
because | thought he was righ¢cause at the time (.) it was taboo to have

a child out of marriage so em (.) | did actually believe him

In both of these extractsthe womenallude to discourses abotite need for a woman to
remain sexually pure and chagteorder to be marriageable Tarathe granddaughter in
Family 2,who had her first child iR009,i | £ {1 & 2F ONRBAYy3I Wy2z2 2yS
0SOlIdzaS L o6tYAYBBAYI VYR WLQY yS@OSNI 32Ay 3
3SG YINNASR 2N |y &uli@tfe daughtedirBamity fL Whos® first ohitd 2 |
was born in 1992identifies out of wedlock childbl NAy 3 | & | Wil @22 Q
G2 FNBdzS GKFG aKS adleSR ¢AlKIKIKIS adkKS: fRQ
LINE LIS NB)aviomad miary éher than the father of herchild g 2 dzf R S @S NJ 4
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9). These claims angresented as former featbat proved to be unfoundedindeed,both

women told me that they were with new partners at the time of the interviews.

In parts of the interviews A { S ¢ KSy ¢A3ITe alea Waew() L 0
L ¢2dz RyQié &l e Yeé 3ISYSNIdA2yod0v odzi 2t RSI
in extract 4(lines 1,2)the women in this study appeared to argue that the need for female
chastity as a marker of respectability was a thing ofpast. However, in other parts of

the interviews it appearedto be arguedthat certain levels of sexual restraint are still
necessary for a woman to attain respectabilitiderein lies some of the troubléhat

emerges when single mothieood s talked abotiby single mothesand their families.

The following extract is from an interview with Sar#te granddaughter iframily 4.
Extract 7(f4 GD 2=227)

Lisa: and tell meabout (.) we were talking earlier on about some gkisda
getting a bad name (.) what would (.) get a girl of your age a bad name (.)

what would she have to do to get a bad name

Sarah: going off with loads of different fellas (.) and dyknow (.) doing whatever

they say andhot having respect for herself

In this extractthe topic of sexuality is approachedthout the use of direct references to

sex. This delicaman be seen as an observation of local moral orders when talking about
a topic that is troubled The silencesrad omissions that appear in the tatk delicate
subjectswill be explored further in Chapter 7. 1 gsk NJ K wodld ) lgei a girl of your
F3S | o0l R M YSOK IO Ag/Sdat R a K3Ss nietwithSan dargmeRt2 Q
thatisequaly 8 2 AR 2F 62NRa SELX AOAGt & NBtFGAy3
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RAFTFSNBYG FSttlraQ o60ftAyS n0 WR2Ay3A gKIGSPO
5). Having or obtaining Wo | Rn thyislextisafge between Sarah and nsep do with
sexual availabilitywhich is presented adsck of selrespect. In the followingxtract,Julie

talks about sexual stigmatisation in relation to single mothers.

Extract 8(f1 Group AL32-136)

Julie: WSttt 00 dzyF2Nlidzyl 1Stée GKSNBQa |y
they see a single mother and the first thing they call her is not a very
pleasat name (.) dknow () ad ()A G Qa y23G GKS OFasS
case(.Jhutl y F g FdzZ 203G 2F LIS2LXS oAttt 3
- GNF YL 0do{)a@dkK80a W2aKFNBNIJ G2 106
because they gotpregnad il Qa y 2 G FF ANJ

Julie idenifies the kinds of things that might be said about a woman who appears to be

sexually promiscuous?d KSQa f22aS 600 aKSQA. Sheargudd Y LJ

not forthe permissive discoursgiscussed ithapter 2(Hollway, 1989)ut that the people

who say such things ate dzy’ ¥ 2 NI dzy JwioSdWa @ Q&f V& mKS Ol as$s

OFasSQ o6ftAYyS o0 YR dzyedzad WwWAGQa y204 Tl A

LINBIAYFyYy (i oapoo fIayeEE yp2 s a FTAYNBNBAGAY I |02 dzi

f22aS 0o0®0 aK &@actfrom Jiliblds YheldMagkhed sdurkelofithe statements.

{KS t20FGSa KSaS OKIFINIOGSNRAaAlFIGAZ2Y A sBAUK

no o {AYAE I NI AYIFIIAYSR ONRGAOAAYATf O Wiasd]

R26y G(KSANEYRIAGHQnTI ¢ NI Qa adGleAay3a 2dzi 2

Extract 5F YR GKS LIS2L)X S ¢K2 YAIKG I ABSKHwddYS 2 )

appear then, that the primary way in which sexual stigmatisation is communicassast a
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result ofwhat Foucault dscribed as the gaze: amernalisedimagined surveillance, which
causes people to manage their sexual behaviour, or accounts of sexual behaviour, in

particular ways.

Across the data, there was no evidence of a challenge to theiatestigmatisation
discourser the use ofpermissive disaarses(Hollway, 1989)o counter the notion that
women should not be promiscusu Instead the women argued that these
characterisations did not apply to themin establishng these arguments discourses
relating to naivetéjack of information and lack of interest in seere drawn on Extracts

9-11 illustrate this.
Extract 9(f1 D 25)

Lisa so em () tell me about when you got pregnant

Julie: oh gash yeah (.) that was shockinyellactually it was weird (.) | have
three older sisters \.my mother () and it was never spoken aboséx
was nevespoken about in our household eéver (.) so | was 18 but | was

so innocent (.) so so innocent (.) | heabolutely no idea about nothing

Extract 10(f6 G32-36)

Kate: I think so yes (.) it was alright like (.) but I thought oh my god is this what
AGQa Ffft lo2dzi 600 &2dz {y26 0d0 L
hear of people saying (.) theyere frigid (.) and it was dirty and that
wad Y Qi R2y S ¢ dnd theh 2suppdéé livdsiverhbitter thatd |

got pregnant after the firstime
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Extract 11(f1 Group A350-352)

Aoife: yeah ()i KI 1 Q& (OD2EKLi@BBRad02a L 61 & sé& dzOK

quietlike (.) and no onexpected that

These threeextracts taken together show examples of talkhat argues thatthe
pregnancies of these particular womaerere out of character for themhat wasshocking

(O 6Stf I Oldzk ffaWIA (3 260 aLINGSHYNRYONlidds B AISNG HIDK &
doing sgthe women distance themselves from any suggestion that they might be sexually
promiscuousand avoid taking up a position @ssexually stigatized woman Y I G SQa
a0l GSYSyid Fo2dzi aSE WA &, glakdworksstKpreSentinér @si |
someone who was not interested in sex for enjoymemnglisanda  OYS2 3K Q& ¢
argument about Irish women being caught in a double bifdsexualavailability and
chastity, isevident in this statement. Julie take up a positon of innocence which
establishesthat she is not and was not sexually availabfeaccounting for the unexpected
nature of her pregnancyJulie draws upon lack of informatioWA & 61 & Yy SOSNJI 3
aSE 61 a ySOSN aLk21 Sy | ¢4 dhisconsifuctidroaiilerice ara S K
sexual matters was repeated again and again across the interviewsddition, the
pregnancy wapresented as something out of character for the women | was 18 but |

was so innocent (.) so so innocent (.) | had absolutely no idea about nQineg 4 5), ¥

gl a OSNEB OoAGGSNI OKFG L 32 {10,808 sughlggod pupil¥ G S1
YR L ¢6+a a2 ljdzASd tA1S o0d0 y2 2yS SELISO
It appears then that the priority for these women is to present versions of themselves that

are respectableAs Skeggs (1997) notRespectability is usually the concern obsle who

I NB y2i aS@Ey. Inosler 0 Ingg&iateitie @ouble that arises due to possibly

143



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Chapter 6. Discourses of Single Motherhood

being sexually stigmatised by imagined othemnstructionsof naiveté and innocencare

mobilised

The final extract in this section also exemplifsgsame of the issues relating to sexual

A0AIYIGA&rGA2Y Ay NBf I (dhedightaiiz yLENBHE Y y 08 |

Extract 12(f5 GD 21222)

Jaqueline:

Lisa:

Jaqueline:

Lisa:

Jaqueline:

Lisa:

Jaqueline:

Lisa:

8SIFK W2K aKSQa | aAiay3datsS Ydzy 2ifg R2yY

c
)
c
QX
[atN
<
¢
Q)¢

G2 YS Aa GKFEG LQY | dzA
jdzA 0SS Of SOSNI FyR @2dz {y26 L LQftf
when (.) people automatically kind tbook down on you for some reason

like who youare

Yeah

LIS2LIX S | aadzyS GKI G opedighfsterd (i & NI
aK2dzZ RyQi 221 R2gy 2y 600 &2dz f A
yes

em my grandmother said that everyone is entitled to make one mistake
and (.) I love her to bits but | just thifR her use of saying that me being

I aAy3tS Ydzy Aa F YAadr1S IyR GKI(
yes

and you know (.) everyone is entitled to make one mistake and not more
than one() well(®@0 &2 [orzhihG@ndY¥FA &G 1S KSQa

OKFG Aa FOOSLItroftS 0SOldzasS AlG g1l &

144



Chapter 6. Discourses of Single Motherhood

In this extractWI [j dzSt Ay S O2yaiNdzOGa KSNBRSEF | a KI
I aAy3ftS Ydzy 2K R2y Qi |aa20A1r4S 6AGK KSN
people automatically kind of look down on you for some reasonQ{kees 3,4) in
Jacqué A ya&mirit heridentityW ¢ K 2 & (Bndz)is feditioned by otherg K 2 WI & & d&z
0KFG [ dzl SQaondingiga NSEARMAIA F Gt KSY (G2 Wt2271 F
Jaquelne mobilises talk othe irresponsible woman who became pregnanta®sult of a
one-night stand,and establistesher own respectability in terms of sexual behavieW K S

gl a LAMngMSRQI ¢ ayQid | additidnishe diStande$ Hengef fromp 0 @

being uneducated¥?L QY ljdzA S 6Stt SRdzOF 4GSR o600 | yR

6.2 The neoliberal failure

As discussed in Chapter, 8ingle mothers andin particular teenage mothers are
constructed as lacking the skills to pareas well as lacking ambiticfor themselves and
their children(Duncan, et a]2010) Such women have also been stereotyped inBhnigish
YSRA L | @ylew 2088 Aidie®andDavid (2010) argue thatomen who are welfare
dependant, unmarriedand youngare constucted asa neoliberal failure irresponsible,
uneducated and unable or unwilling to participate in the world of work. In théstion,|

will identify some of the ways of talking that exemplify aspects of the neoliberal failure
discairse and then go on to show how respectability is negotiated in this context. This next

extractis from Carly, the granddaughterkamily 7.
Extract 13(f 7 Group A312-315)

Carly: 1GKAY 1 GRFd ARBITE sIKESY AP GKAY] 2F &A

(.) but when you think of single mothers you think of bloody knackers with
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the big clips in the heads () youkn¢yvendL 'Y | &aAy 3t S Y3
GStfAy3a @ athnkd B bndt@ghtQ plikel
Carly, the granddauder from Family 7, uses the phraséo £ 2 2 R& {1yl O1 SN& ¢
Ay GKS KSB8 R mdraté d shcjalXlass positioning (Skeggs, 18@R)reference
to a particular style of dressl. f 1 K2 dzaK G KS GSNY Wiy lddok & ND
member of the Travellecommunity, it is also used to denote someone whasr and
YAIKG 65 NBIFNRSR a OFfttAy3I dzLiTyler, 208)YA £ |
discussed in Chapter Zarlyacknowledges hadilemma d stake in this by identifyinger
2y NBfFGA2Yy (2 GKS GSN)¥Y WaiAy3atsS Y2iKSND
AHGK2dzZAK AG AayQid Of SIFINI gKSGKSNJ aKS A& NEB:

in relation to single mothers

As has been discussed in Chagiigspeakers are faced with a dilemma of stake when they
orient their talk to counter a possibilityf bias by acknowledging that she herself might be
constructed in this way This allows her to present her own talk of single motherhood as
unbiased. However,in the talk generated for this study, the dilemma of stake was that
they were endorsing ideashich potentially positioned them in waykat were negative

or not respectable. The dilemma that they needed to negotidtten, was thatwhilst such

ideas might be applied to them, they did not apply in their case. The utilisation of
sometimesstrondg | Yy 3dzl 3S Wotf22Reé {ylFIO|1SNERQ aSNBSRK
from a position that was most certainly not desirab&he takes up a positon as different

to this kind of impoverished neoliberal failure.

In the next two extracts fnm Family 3, Shedl isfrom the daughtergeneration and Annie is

the grandmother. Both of these women had a first child whilst unmarried and under the
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age of 20.They argue thats KA f & GKS& @gSNB y20 G2 ofl Y

young women are able to avoidggnancy.

Extract 14(f3 group A70-75)

Sheila: Sttt GKSNBQa &2 YdzOK o0 O2y G NI OS
what (.) like (.) any (.) every second person (.) has a child

Annie: yeah

Sheila: YR L R2yQd 1y26 A& AG | f20G 2F f

GKAE FYR GKIG £A1S 000 GKSNBQa &z

yaknow talked about as much (.) contraceptives and everything

Annie: GKIFGQa NRIKG &SI K
Sheila: L YSIY GKSNBQa a2 YdzOK GKSNB | yR &
FYyR AGQa tA1S GKSeé& Oly 380G | K2dzaé

Sheila draws on discourses relating to the moral panic about the multifigeung single
women, who are assumed to be having child,eHS IS NE &S O2y R LISNRER2Y
aSO2yR @&2dzy3d 2ySQ o0fAySa HI vyighbbetséeh as Yd
imagined, since, as | have discussethapter 4,the figures @ not support this contention

and are in fact reducing Thesemagined young women, Sheila argues, are habalges
T2N) WIKS Y2y SpVikkS®e O30 @ SAE Ay X2 S | yR
9). She positions the availability of contraception as either indicative of irresponsibility, or
deliberately getting pregnant for social welfare (lines 1, 8) whilst at the same time resolving
hSNJ 26y RAfESYYl 2F aidl 1S o0& ayakdwaked@®ddS y
as much (.) contraceptives and everythifime 1). The grandmother in this family, Ari

made similar contrasts when | interviewed her individually.
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Extract B (f3G67-73)

Annie: odzi ftA1S 68 RARYQU 3ISG IyeidKAySd

f

y26 L KAyl GKSeQNB 3SddAiy3a G222 Yd

R 2 y(Xxdyknow (.) | just think they need tm (.) led to go back to what

60 o6l 01 G2 SRdzOF A2y 2NJ R2 az2vySi

there now for (.) dyknow | definitelnink (.) you know (§ S RA Ry Qi

GK2aS 2LIRNIdzyAGASa o0 (KSe2Q@S
nothing (.)what was there for us only sit in and rear the children there
was another one eleven months later (.) that kind of thing (.) and then the

YySEG 2yS GKFdiQa GKS gte AG 6Syi

Annie contrasts herself with thgirls who deliberately get pregnant for welfare and
housing. She argues that théavetoo many benets (lines 1 2) and do not take up
opportunities that are available to them (ling.4She contrasts this against her own lack of
opportunity (lines 56) and the constant pregnancy associated wittklaf availability of
contraception(line 7, 8). She does not takep a position as a neoliberal failuherself,
because she did not refuse to participashe was excluded at a time when current facilities
for family planning and education were not available. In these extréogsneoliberal
failure is constructed a3 SG i Ay 3 G22 YdzOKQ o6fAyS mMO®
relating to the financial benefits of living on welfaréflhe women argue¢hat welfare
payments are so attractive that they are preferable to obtaining warkis is despite the
data discussed ighapter 4, that one parent families had the highest rate of consistent
poverty of any household type, in 2014 26.2%and that ths was an increase from 25%

in 2014(S.1.L.C, 2015)n the following extractMarie, the middle generation in the group,
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talks about her own pregnancy tite age ofl6. Cait is her mother, the grandmother in the

family.

Extract 16(f4 Group B7-280)

Marie: GKS@QNB Itf 3JI2Ay3 2FF y246 | yR KI @A
Cait: yeah

Marie: tis the thing to do like

Cait: it seems to be

Marie: sure | remember when | found outas pregnant (.) with Sarah (.) the

rumour that was going around here was that | was only doing it to be like

my sister
Cait: mm
Marie: R&ly26 O0d0 o0dzi L RARYQUO OFNB gKI

L GKAY]l AGQa G(GKS sl e one paent farkif & Q N
AyO02YS 600 y22i GKFG AdQa INBIFG 2N
thing is with the one parent family income is you can kvbut | think
GKFiQa NBFrazylofs
Once againMarie begins this extract drawing on the argumémat young women aréP | f §
32Ay3 2FF y26 YR KIGAy3 o6l oASa duponthd EGS
y2iA2y 2F 31T S 0 8 liné6 ad gfclated khiatshe wanted\tblDé AkezNX
her sister, who had also had a child as a teenager (line 6). She does not refute this, directly
AYAGSIFER LINBFSNNAY3I (2 RAGRI&E &g IR a3 Ehi AiK3
either leaves open thpossibility that she did get pregnatd emulate her sister, but more
likely is a way of dismissing the rumour as the kind of thing that imagined others say, and

thus not worthy of refutation. Marie then goes on to position these imagined 16 year olds
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of Wy 26 Q K2\ VISNBOWF £ £ 32Ay3 2FF YR KIgAy3
familyA y O2 YSQ ¢ f AayiBeoldgicabdileménit $WNBainduey 2 & G KIF G A
itKSfLJA e2dz R2 FyeuKAY3IQ of Aosiffoned asidesirablé t& f F |
other single mothers, but not sufficient to meet her own needS&he is faced with the
problem that she is criticising women on welfare whilst she herself is on welfare, by arguing
GKFG aKS Aa FofS (i 2thedre NdrentYaiily Bicode/id ydu cénKvark” 3
6d0 o6dzi L GKAY] GI8) THsds aNdnpléxaef of daimBich séemst y S
to say that it is reasonable to be expected to work, or perhaps implies that her welfare
dependence is differenfF NB Y (GKS 62YSy 6K2 | NB WwW3zAay3
AAEGSSY YR aS@SyiSSyQ ot Ay Showever, @sdleltazs S
issue of her own welfare dependence.

In this nextextract, Jaqueline attempts to resolve this dilemma oticising lone parents

on welfare whilst being a lone parent on welfduerself with reference to the assumed

dishonesty of some single mothers.

Extract 17(f5 groupB307-314)

Jacqueline: you know you have the story dbne parents and they have their
028FNRASYRa fAQGAYy3d ALK GKSY FyR
parents (.) | mean that gives lone parents a terrible name for doing that
SY YR GKIFG 32Sa 2y |y FgFdA €20 |
() but A {j@ta lot a lot of presnceptions that people have of lone
parents are based on things that they have heard (.) or based on things
GKEG (KS2 adAalLBOG Raly2s 6KSy LIS2
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spoken to other lone parents (.) when people meet amel they find that
LQY I NIAOdzZ F4S yR GKS& FAYR GKI G
gKSY (KS& TFTAYR 2 diilK S &X® Shode eRaude 2 y S

7 A

(D)L R2yQl FTAOG Ayld2 GK alSNB2GeLS

Jaqueline justifies her welfe payment by positioing herself as not liké/f 2 y S LI NBy
GKSe KI @S GKSANI 02e&7FNASB yTRese viohad arg pbsitibried 6 (i
AAQAY3I Wi 2y S LI NBiydxteact is a ficd Biddipee bfShe yidysyi§whith
Billig (1991) theorises the rhetical orientation of talk to potential argumenthat might

be made. WI |j dzS falk §1s64ppears to draw orwhat Breen and Devereux (2003)
describe asdiscourses of the undeserving poo8he contrasts this with her own
LINSASYydrdAz2y | a &z2yYs 2ahésuah K goodimbthewthandinkr@det |- (

parents aredl K 2 O1 S R0 disdoventttit shesis a lone parent too.

Thistake-up of the position ofyjood mother like any ¢ter was the primary way in which
the women in this study managed to distance themselves from the subject position of the

neoliberal failure.This is explored further in the next section.

This section will concludeith an extract which will be used to dvaout the kind of single
mother that the women in this study constructed but also were at pains to distance
themselves fromin terms of their own identities. This extract is from the daughter in
Family 2, Siobharwho became pregnant at the age of 18amed the father of her child

and went on to have a further four children with hihater returning to college as a mature

student and complehg a degree
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Extract 18(f2 S 497550)

Siobhan:

Lisa:

Siobhan

Lisa:

Siobhan:

Lisa:

Siobhan:

Lisa:

Siobhan:

Chapter 6. Discourses of Single Motherhood

do you know (.) like I (gnother girl as well (.) she is single and she had six
kids(.) but highly intelligent

and does anybody say anything about her

oh sure she is ostracised (.) the poor

is she

sKS A& 00 GKS& QR 0&enyhsugt shehasoringd &0
to burn you know ) and again | am as bad because | will always speak to
her because | met her in school and we were at school together

okay

tKkS8 KI @S GKNBS 3IASYSNI GA2ya fwHagAy 3
would you go and get a job f¢r because you would end up with less and
whatever() again(.). Us@®ecause she wauch an intelligergirl () now

the attitude then of a lot of people i) A T G KS Ay OSyid RS
KSNJ YR AT 2@ @bl 68 KERRRY Kl gBS{ R OK2 )
work (.) and the attitude and it would beaid (0 A { Q &ing-tosayl & F d
(.) would bethat () well if she was out working all day (.) She? dzf Ry Qi
making babies at night time

and she has no partner at all

no (.) they are all different partners (.) all different fathers to tigldren

In this quite lengthy extract, Siobhan constructs a version of the neoliberal faiuoes

nothing like herself. This woman has elements of the welfare queen stereotype about her.

{ KS KI &

aKdzyySR SRdzOF GA2y Il f 2L NIdzyAde
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6,70 W& dzOK |y Ayl St WIS Sighizhasdieddation is dorpyintedtary H X
it also positions the woman as having failed to utilise her talantsthe resources available

to herto obtain work. She is positioned as the undeserving p@Breen and Devereux,
2003) Welfare isargued as being G G NI OG A @S (2 GKS YRKrIily éi2yd
you get a job for (.) because youwouldendaup 4t K f Sa34Q 6f Ay Sahemn s
woman isF I OAf AGF SR o0& OKINRGIFOES ReayabiliyoRy a
welfare is arged to be a problem in this extrac? i KS& KIF ¢S GKNBS 3IS)
a20A1Lt gSETFINBE o0 ¢g2dZ RYQil od0 gKIF{G ¢2d
SYR dzLJ gAGK f S&aa |cgulng a Kyclé & demydneratiohal weSarem n
dependence. LT aKS KIFIR ¢g2NJ X Al A& I NHddzSR &akKs

AAAAA

16, 17).Her childrerarealsoWy S3f SOGSRQ o6f AyS c0O® { KS A

In addition, il KA & ¢ 2 Y| yatkda fath&r AinftiRiNBe@ | f  RA Ters$NaB v (i
RAFTFSNBY G T GKSNB). ideed bakirfy chidkeh byRiINISfgrent fathiers y S
was constructedacross the dataas something to be avoideas evidence of a kind of
sexually stigmatized woman Siobhan excludes herself frdmaing critical or judgemental

of this womanwho R & 2 & (bMBa@rigBISYR®2 | I Ay L FY & ol F
speak tohe® O6f Ay Sa T3 vy @ subjectipSsition Esdsdmedne WiHEs dz
compassionateunlike those who ostracise the womaAlso,it is clear that she argues that

she isnot like this woman at allThe woman that Siobhan constructsight usefully be
regarded aghe kind of exemplar identified by Inglis (200&@)his discussion of the Kerry

babies casewho steps outside the bamdaries of accepted femalbehaviourand is

shunned as a result.
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6.3 Thegoodmother like any other

As discussed in Chapter 2, a good mother has been constructed as someone with almost
superhuman powers. She is seéfcrificing, attentive to he® K A f R NJ, ¥in@ ésseyitialS R &
to the wellbeing of her children (Rich, 1977; Kennedy, 2004; O'Reilly, 201.aydition,

the popularity of attachment parenting means that increasing demands are being made on
parents, and intie main mothers (Ermann, at,, 2014). In this sectigrh am presenting an
argument that the women in this study took up identities as good mothers because this is
a way of working up an accefie identity, whichmanages thdrouble that arises from

the intersection of discoursesf being unmarried and welfare dependeand thus
potentially subject to being positioned llye sexually stigmatised womaliscourse and/or

the neoliberal failuraliscourse.As | discussed hapter 2, this folRose 2008)is where
agency is apparentn the discourses that are mobilised when working up identities. In
taking up a position as a good mother, these women are positioning themselves as
untroubled subjects. They are like any other mothérhe good mother position was
worked up frequentlypy women in this studyThe following extract is from Margaret, the

grandmother inFamily 2.
Extract 19(f2 G35-39)

Margaret: y2g o0d0 GKS 2f RSad slayQid 4G aOK2:
a half (.) two and half (.) four and a half (.) because Julie went to the
school when she was able to and she had all her prayers and things by the
time she did go to school because | had done (.) but | love kids and | love

family like (.) | love cooking (.) | love loakedter them
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In this extract, Margaret takes up a subject position of a mother who is fulfilled by
Y2U0KSNAYy3 WL t20S 1ARa FyR L f2@0S Tl YAfe@
(lines 4 6). She constructs a version of mothering thpreschool children as one in which

she had fulfilled her role as a primary educator of her childrtdhwdzft A S ¢Sy i (0 2
when she was able to and she had all her prayers and things by the time she did go to schoo
0SOlIdzasS L KBR. THsageut is GiikaryirSstyle to the construction in the
Irish Constitution of a woman wixdy Her life within the home, woman gives to the State

I &adzZLJLl2 NI A GK2dzi gKAOK (KS O2YY2y 322R
1937). She construstherself as willingly and with love looking after her childr&hne
follows this statement about what she had done to prepare her child with the statement
about how much she loved it alHer identification of prayers as an important part of her
mothering role indicate that the pastoral power of the church (Foucault, 1982) is still in
evidence in her talk.Margaret, then, positions herself as someone who was naturally
suited to the role of mothering and fulfilled by iEhe also takes up some of thechurses

of the state and thehurch to work up this identity. Thencept ofintense loveor children

and enjoyment of motheringvas repeated across the data. Heiein, the middle
generation ofFamily 6talks about her immediate love for her childrevhen they were

born.
Extract 20(f6 Group B45-48)

Erin: And our 3 children and | can honestly say (.) the moment | met my children
(.) the minute | held them (.) they are the three things that | have in my
head ageing the most precious things in my life (.) So even at 16 (.) and

I would have had 36 stitches (.) | was torn on the inside
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